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-President . Clinton defiantly 
faced new allegations about his 
relationship with Monica 
&*winsky yesterday, denying 
Tnat.be had asked his seoretaiy 
to lie for him. 

' . Questions about the affair 
quite, overwhelmed the visit by 


By Mary Dejevsky in 
Washington 


defiant as accusations pour in 


at a 1 White House news confer- 
edtf-condncted jointly with Mr 
Blair - at what point he might 
just get bp and walk away, Mr 
■ CSnton said: “Never ... I would 
never tsialk away from the peo- 
’ pie of dm country and the trust 
theyWpfaced in me.” 

Wanning to his theme, he 
said: “Fxn just going to keep 
showing up for work. Tm going 
to do what’J was hired to do.” 
Obfiquely admitting that the al- 
legations had hint him, he said: 
“The pain threshold ... of be- 
ing in public life today, has been 
t raised. But to give in to that 
Hrould be to give in to everything 
that 1 have fought against 0 

Mr Ointon repeated his de- 
nial that there was an improper 
- relationship with Monica’ Lewin- 
sky, then a 21-year-old White 
House trainee, but refused to dis- 
cuss a spate erf new disclosures, 
' saying that all legal proceedings 
were subject to a confidentiali- 
ty order and he was intent on 
complying with it^wbether ^ oth- 
ers didoraoL He was said to be 
considering legal action against 
the independent prosecutor, 
Kenneth Starr, for the leaks. 

Mr Clinton's concerni for 
legalitywas interpreted bysome 
US analysts as evidence that the 
latest disclosures - details of 
which were published in yes- 
terday's newspapers- were po- 
tentially very damaging. He is 
alleged not only to have had an 
affair with Ms Lewinsky, but to 
have told her. and perhaps oth- 
ers, to lie about iL 
' The iVeu- York Times, relying 
on what it said were "lawyer" 
sources, said there was a signif- 
yiani discrepancy between sworn 
^ cjtimony given by Mr Clinton 
about bis relationship with Ms 
Lewinsky and subsequent in- 
formation given by his person- 
al secretary, Betty Currie. 

Mrs Currie was one of the 
few. members of the White 
House staff to emerge from giv- 
ing evidence this week not to 
rhave told reporters afterwards 
that she was “unaware of any 
improper relationship between 
the President and Ms Lewinsky 
or anyone else for that matter 0 . 

Mre Currie, described as a 
devout Christian, was said to 
bas e been “in turmoil 0 about 
her evidence and went absent 
from her White House job for 


several days after testifying. 
According to the New }brk 
Times , Mr Clinton had effec- 
tively coached her in what she 
should tell the inquiry, calling 
her into the office on a S unday 
to recount in detail his own tes- 
timony and encourage her to re- 
peat it. At one point, the 
newspaper reports, he told hen 
“We were never alone, right?" 

Mrs Currie, however, seems 
to have proved less biddable 
than Mr Clinton may have 
hoped. She reportedly told the 
inquiry that the two were some- 
times alone, though they were 
always in earshot. She also - m id 
to have handed to investigators 
a box containing a dress, a 
brooch, hatpin and other small 
articles said to be gifts from Mr 
Clinton to Ms Lewinsky. 

Yesterday, both Mrs Currie’s 
lawyer and the White House de- 
nied that Mr Clinton had . 
“coached” his secretary in what 
to say, but did not deny that a 
meeting took place or the exis- 
tence of gifts. 

Another damaging leak was 
print edm the Washington Post. 
This was the text of an affidavit, 
signed byJLinda Hipp, the col- 
league of Ms Lewinsky who se- 
cretly taped her conversations 
with the former trainee. In this 
short Statement, dated 21 Jan- 
uary. she says that Ms Lewin- 
sky “revealed to me in detailed 
conversations on innumerable 
occasions that she has had a sex- 
ual relationship with President 
Clinton since November 15, 
1995”. She said she bad also 
heard “at least three tapes con- 
taining the President’s voice” 
and had seen “gifts they ex- 
changed”. 

The date mentioned is when 
the US government was virtu- 
ally shut down because of a bud- . 
get disagreement and the White ) 
House was staffed to a large ex- j 
tent by trainee volunteers. 

In the meantime, Ms Lewin- j 
sky was pondering whether to j 
accept the terms set by Mr j 
Starr for obtaining immunity j 
from prosecution. She needs *• 
such immunity to avoid a per- | 
jury charge if she goes back on j 
her sworn denial of an affair \ 
with Mr Clinton. According to j 
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Star-spangled dinner: Bill Clinton and Tony Blair thanking Elton John and Stevie Wonder after their performance at the White House banquet 

US and Britain insist on force against Iraq 


Photograph: AFP 


Bill Ointon and Tony Blair put 
on a strong common front 
over Iraq yesterday, insisting 
that if diplomacy fails then mil- 
itary force will follow. 

“We must be prepared to 
act, and we are," the President 
said. “We have to prepare in 
case diplomacy cannot work,” 
said the Prime Minister. 

They were definitely singing 
from the same hymn sheet, 
even if Russia, China and 


By Mary Dejevsky in 
Washington 

France have their doubts about 
air strikes. 

Mr Blair confirmed that 
Britain is sending eight Tor- 
nado aircraft to Kuwait in case 
they are needed. 

“These are ground-attack 
and reconnaissance aircraft,” 
Mr Blair said. “It will take place 
over the next few days.” 


Though the move is really a 
gesture, it has high political sig- 
nificance at a time when the 
US is getting .flak from its 
partners over its bellicose 
stance on the Gulf. 

The Prime Minister said the 
tWo leaders had discussed Iraq, 
the peace process in the Mid- 
dle East, Bosnia, the global 
economy, the Asian financial 
crisis and the importance for 
Europe of Turkey. 


The Prime Minister dted a 
“great comradeship and part- 
nership” between the two 
countries. 

The two leaders and their 
wives were spending last night 
at Camp David, the presiden- 
tial retreat in Maryland’s 
Catoctin mountains. In private.' 
British officials said, the two 
leaders discussed the logistics 
of an Iraqi attack. 

There were signs of frus- 


tration within the Clinton ad- presence grew even larger with 
ministration over the political ' the arrival in the Gulf of a third 
pushing and pulling. Defense aircraft-carrier and the order by 
Secretary William Cohen, ap- President Ointon for ships 
p earing at a Congressional carrying Z000 Marines to move 
hearing oh Thursday, com- into the area. 

plained about the UN. 

“We think, frankly, if the 
United Nations' were to stand 
behind its own resolutions ... 
that would be the best way to 
contain him," Mr Cohen said. 

The already large American 
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Woman goes to war on Lord 
Chancellor’s ‘old boys’ network’ 


By Anthony Bevins 
Political Editor 

The Lord Chancellor, the coun- 


her lawyer an immunity deal was 

agreed* and signed before she j try’s leading judicial official, is 
left Washington for California ; being taken to an industrial tri- 
on Tuesday. The prosecutor, j buoal in an embarrassingly 
however, was reportedly insist- \ open-and-shut case of operat- 
ing on a fece-to face interview \ ing ah illegal old boys’ network, 
with her before granting im- l As Lord Irvine of Lairg was 
munrty and had given her until \ himself appointed Lord Chan- 

middav yesterday to decide, i cellor as a leading member of 
jrom ner wn»e rxuusc jw *«■ midday yesreroay re a j -Ray Blair’s old boys' network, 

I charge that be appointed an 

Thousands killed 


in Afghan quake 


A powerful earthquake jolted 
Afghanistan's remote north- 
east, this week, killing as many 
'as 4,000 people, an Afghan of- 

- fidal said yesterday in the first 

casualty reports to emerge. 
The quake hit the city of 

- Rnstaq, 150 miles north of the 
capital, ' Kabul, . destroying 

£15,000 homes;, according to 



Amis *he area- 

7 Aftershocks, rocked the 
area • for hours 


. !«•■"»§* 
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adviser in the Lord Chancellor’s 
Department came as no sur- 
prise. 

But the challenge goes fur- 
ther than that. If the Lord 
Chancellor were to lose the 
case, due later this year, the 

Government would m future be 
prevented from employing its 
friends and allies in key roles 
and would be required to ad- 
vertise all vacancies. 

It could also face paying 
substantial compensation to 

Jane Coker, the solicitor bring- 
ing the action. 

The proceedings have been 
issued against ihe department, 
complaining that the manner erf 
the appointment was discrim- 
inatory under the terms of 



Jane Coker: Claims proper selection for the position did 


Discrimination 


Hite telephone. The US 
pgksfl Smvey ifr Golden, 


istan, reached Kabul only ye*- j ™ 

terday, and details remained dif- j LW* ** 

ficnlt to . «. ! Mg Coker, a senior solicitor 

; riuiffie*Bajmftude of Th e ousted Afglra 1 5 ^ a North London practice, 

the al- ] said it was a great pity Labour 

S^S^rMr^feammed who l<»ds the “ j had talked abom equal oppor- 

3 *rid the Jandslides nl lhe epi- thc qBak e, has } timities m Op^^u and not 

|e ntte caused., much of the ^ ^ hel fgu j “ Jafle 

Sfesuuctum. .... ^untoJNatiousandtfmBed. , reptt - 

Cross. . — Aft Kabul : senting Ms Coker, said: “The 


v New^ of ihe.devastauon. m 

^ihe isoiafedaortbem proving 


not take place 

proceedings allege that Mr 
Hart, senior partner of a City 
firm of solicitors arid a middle- 
aged white man, was appoint- 
ed because he was known'to tte 
Lord Chancellor. Advertising 
and proper selection did not - 
take place. 

“The applicant to the In- 
dustrial Tribunal, Jane Coker, 
did not know about the job and 
therefore could not apply. 

“She would have been a 
formidable candidate _ The 


Photograph: Ben Gurr/INS 

p roiyfirimgR are a fundamental 
challenge fo the practice new 
governments have of employ- 
ing their friends and allies once 
elected. This practice, the pro- 
ceedings claim, is illegal.” 

The chances of the Lord 
Chancellor surviving his latest 
scrape look remote. His de- 
partment has not even bothered 
to reply to the legal interroga- 
tion that has been sent in un- 
der the terms of the Sex 
Discrimination Act; suggest- 


ing it has no reply to offer. Ms 
Deigbttra said: “It is very sim- 
ple nowadays: if your associates 
are primarily men, then it is go 
ing to discriminate against 
women, if you choose your ad- 
viser from amongst your asso- 
ciates.” 

The same would apply in 
terms of racial discrimination, 
if all of Lord Irvine’s associates 
were white. As for the West- 
minster and Whitehall charge 
that Mr Blair is also guilty of 
simil ar discrimination, having 
made many appointments from 
among “Tone’s crones", Ms 
Deighton said: “It is particularly 
wrong to have a dique of old 
associates of the Prime Minis- 
ter cunning the country: that is 
anti-democratic. Lord Irvine 
was Tony Blair’s tutor; Charlie 
Falconer, the Solicitor-Gener- 
al, is an old friend of Tbny 
Blair's. 

“What democracy demands 
is that people best suited to the 
jobs axe appointed to them, not 
people who happen to be 
known to those in power. And 
that is also what the law re- 
quires. 0 

Ms Coker added: “No, this 
is not sour -grapes. What it is 
saying is that the job of special 
adviser to the Lord Chancellor, 
at a time when the Lord Chan- 
cellor is looking very closely at 
the way in which the law is ac- 
cessible to people from less 
privileged backgrounds, and 
the poor, is an important posi- 
tion and I would have expect- 
ed him to seek to ensure that 
he appointed the best person 
for the job.” 
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Harman axes 
£65m cuts 
for jobless 


A proposal to cut £65m 
off the benefits of 1 .9 
million of the most 
deprived was dropped 
yesterday. Anthony Bevins, 
Political Editor, says , 
some cabinet ministers 
were as surprised by the 
plan as Labour MPs. 


The Independent has been reli- 
ably informed that if the Cab- 
inet had known in advance of 
the controversial cut in lone par- 
ents’ benefit, it would have 
stopped iL By the time minis- 
ters had been alerted to its full 
impact, it was too late to retreat 

That was not the case with 
changes proposed in the Job- 
seeker’s Allowance that would 
extend the “waiting time'’, 
blocking cl aims from die un- 
employed for seven days, rather 
than the present three. 

Whitehall alarm bells start- 
ed ringing last month when 
Harriet Harman, Secretary of 
State for Social Security, quietly 
published a highly critical report 
from the Social Security Advi- 
sory Committee, urging her 
not to go ahead with the Job- 
seeker’s Allowance (Amend- 
ment) Regulations, inherited 
from the Conservatives. 

The committee warned of 
the dire impact of the cuts on 
some of the poorest people but 
Ms Harman was resolute, say- 
ing: “Social security is not de- 
signed to provide cover for 
moving between jobs or brief 
spells of unemployment.” 
David Rendel, the Liberal De- 
mocrat spokesman, tabled an 
objection. 

Curiously, however, because 
the idea bad been initiated by 


the Conservatives, the liberal 
Democrat objection was joined 
by William Hague and other 
leading Tbries, who argued that 
the measure was no longer 
necessary. 

It is understood that No 10 
readied the same conclusion - 
that Ms Harman was wrong - 
and the only question then was 
how to drop the idea without 
the Joss of loo much fece for Ms 
Hannan. 

The fact that Labour had 
performed one U-turn by 
adopting a proposal it had op- 
posed when in opposition did 
not weaken the determination 
of the Prime Minister’s office 
to perform yet another U-turn, 
and drop the idea completely: 

That determination was un- 
derlined by the fact that more 
than 25 Labour MPs had joined 
the veteran backbench cam- 
paigner Audrey Wise, who led 
the lone parents benefit revolt, 
in signing a Commons motion 
of protest and dissent. 

Yesterday - very quietly - a 
junior minister in Ms Har- 
man's Department, Keith 
Bradley, was given the task of 
gently dropping the measure, 
while pretending not to. 

In a written. Commons reply. ' 
he told Chris Pond, the Labour 
MP for Gravesham and former 
director of the Low Pay Unit: 
“la the Welfare State review 
which the Prime Minister has 
set up, the Government will be 
considering the issue of waiting 
days in Jobseeker’s Allowance. 

“As it is part of the review, 
the Government win not there- 
fore be proceeding with the pre- 
vious proposal to extend the 
number of waiting days in Job- 
seeker's Allowance." 

Mr Rendel called the move 
a “dramatic U-turn". 



Camelot in 
quest for PR 
white knight 


just the ticket: Working for the lottery has paid off for stars and PR men alike 


Lottery operator Cameloty fadng - 
demands that it should lose Its 
licence. Is seeking a media guru. 
Kim Sengupto reports. • 

The last person to hold the post erf com- 
munications director at Camelot, David ’ 
Rigg, walked off with £733,000 for three 
years' work, and scathing attacks forh6“fet 
* cat” earnings. Now the company, is lobk- : 
ing for a replacement, who will be offered 
a basic salary of around £100,060/ ' 

A lading rirm of City, headhunters, 
Odgers International, has beeuinstructed 
to seek out the person to rescue the bat- : 
tered image of Camelot. Odgere is believed - 
to have already interviewed a number of 
candidates. . . _ . 

The person chosen has a hard job ahead 
of them. The Camelot consortium,' which ' 
includes the controversial US company 
(T ftv-h faced criticism since it was artanj- V 

ed the licence by the former regulator, Fe^ 
ter Davis, in 1994. This has beebme 
particularly trenchant since Virgin boss! 
Richar d Branson won his libel case against 
former Camelot director Guy Snowden, 
forcing ftier Davis to resign. Now there cafe 
by MPs that Camelot should be divested of 
its licence, and the Culture Secretory, Chris 
Smith, is said to be examining the contract. 

Mr Branson won £100,000 from Mr 
Snowden after a jury agreed that :the 
GrTech director had tried to bribe him. Af- 
ter the case, it emerged that Mr Rigg bad; 
discussed the bribery allegation in a memo . 
with managing director Tim Holley/./ . 

Mr Rigg had already come under fire 
spotlight as one of 10 Camelot director who 
had pocketed a £23m windfall, made up of. 

pay hikes and performance bonuses, in Mty 

last year. He was the biggest winner as hfc 
pay packet rose from £175,000 to £333,000. 

Mr Smith was said to be outraged by the 
bonanza, and it led to a confrontation be- 
tween the Government and Camelot which 
only ended when the minister caved in and-- 
allowed the directors to keep the bonuses. 

A spokeswoman for Camelot said: “We 
are just seeing who is around.” 




WEATHER 

The British Isles, noon today 

’ V General summary and outlook: 

L; Y/ / ■ : Vj If-jjtjfBp; I'* €£ Once any early rain has cleared the south-east of 
Wfr--:-: Y Yii/Yi England, it will be a bright and fresh day in most 

%■*' parts. There will be some showers however, most of 

H ; ' jj; . : these being in western Scotland, Northern Ireland 

W-rYt and toe north-west of England, and some will be 
wintry on the Scottish mountains. Wales and 
western parts of England will see fewer showers, but 
it wili become rattier cloudy at times. The best of 
the sunshine will be across East Anglia and eastern 
England where it will remain dry. It will a breezy day, 
especially in the north-west. 

YjYY Sunday will see a return to cloudy, mild and damp 
conditions, especially m the north and west where it 
jjW- will be windy with gales. Monday will remain mild 
with spells ol rain in the north-wBsl but the 
south-east will be generally dry with a little 

''Yt " sunshine at times. Tuesday will see little change 
■ Y >Yi .*• wim further rain in the north-west but elsewhere it 

’’ f % '-J-- Y : Y will be mainly dry and mild with the best of the 

vV ‘ - • •' -1 sunshine in eastern parts. 

i«jd«crtaHWftl^ii*eaiTOl(Kaim txtoifif, Uair; Igjoj. tajKzy: nunfec t/ait amende: 
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Aberdeen c 8 46 Cardiff 

Anglesey r 8 46 Carlisle 

Ayr c 9 48 Cork 

Belfast e 9 48 Dover 

Blrolngban c 9 48 Dahlia 

Blackpool c 8 46 Ediabargb 

Bnaraenoatbc 10 50 Exeter 
Brighton c 8 46 Glasgow 

Bristol c 9 48 Guernsey 


c 9 48 Inverness f 1 0 50 Oxford 

sfa 9 48 Ipswleh c 8 46 Plymoatb 

e 9 48 isles of SeliiydMB50 Searboroigb 
e 8 46 Jersey c 8 46 Sbrewsbsry 

c 9 48 Liverpool c 9 48 Soatbaapteec 

r 9 48 Loadoa c 9 48 Seuthaod e 

o 19 58 Manchester e 8 46 St Aadravs r 

c 9 48 Newcastle c 8 46 Steraovay r 

c 8 46 hotting ban c 9 48 Yark c 


Lighting-up times 
Today 

Bdfast 17.14 to 8.00 

Kmwjgham — 17.04 to 737 

Bristol 17.11 to 737 

GktsgM* 17.03 to 7-58 

Londbn 17.01 to 738 

Manchester — 17.03 to 7.42 

Mewt aaBc — 1636 to 7.44 


Tomorrow 

Nottingham „17.02 to 734 

Bmungham 17.06 to 736 

Bristol 17.12 to 736 

Gtegow 17J05 to 736 

.London 17.03 to 736 

Manchester —17JJ5 to 7 AO 
Ne wc a s t l e 1638 to 7 A3 


Air quality 


London 
S England 
WSfes 
C England 
N England 
Scotland 
N Ireland 


Atlantic chart, noon today 
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World weather most recent available fl&re a noon km Ura 


Athens 
Aocttaad 
B. Hires 
Bangkok 


Batnt 

Belgrade 

Benia 

Botobay 

Bressals 


Cabo 
Capa Ton 
Casahbrem 

Chrfstcfnucb 

Copenhagen 

Carta 

Darwbi 


e 10 50 
C 26 79 
e 25 77 
f S3 91 
» 11 52 
f 19 68 
> 3 37 
c 5 41 
G 28 82 
G 6 43 
s 3 87 
f 21 78 
S 30 86 
c 20 68 
f 29 84 
■ 4 39 

c 14 57 
C 30 86 
t 25 77 


fedoafcfort 

so* 

Good London 

Good S England 

Good rtfete 

Good C England 

Good N England 

Good Scotland 

Good N Ireland 


Roreoca 

Fraddart 

Gam 


HoWbM 
Hoag bag 
Istaobal 
Jensataa 
jQlmrg 

ih^r 

LesAagdes 

Madrid 

Majorca 

Malta 

HeBnaree 

Montreal 

MOSCOW 

Mutch 


s 13 55 
C 1 34 
S 3 37 
r 14 57 
s-17 1 
C 11 52 
C 3 37 
c 14 57 
f 26 79 
e 33 91 
fg 10 50 
C 16 61 
C 9 48 
C 14 57 
f 16 61 
G 22 72 
c -5 23 
sa -7 19 
■ 0 32 


Mew Ybric 
Wco 

Parts 


Mi SO, 
Moderate Good 
Good Good 
Good Good 
Good Good 
Good Good 
Good Good 
Good Good 


Reyklarik 
mode Jas 
Riyadh 


StadAflU 

Sydney 

Tenerife 


Warsaw 

Wastatagtoa 


r 2 36 
s 14 57 
f 18 64 
G 6 43 
c 2 36 
f 2 36 
f 36 97 
s 25 77 
s 13 55 
sa -5 23 
g 26 79 
C 22 72 
S 9 48 
s 9 48 
f 3 37 
nr 1 34 
dr 5 41 
c 24 75 
m -4 25 


High tides 


AM HT PM HT 
London 10-20 63 23.-03 6 A 

Uwpoof 07-37 73 2030 8.1 

Amimuth 03-31 10.6 16M 103 
Midi (Abort DodO 02 J 8 7.6 1&27 7.6 

Gnsiock 0&48 34) 21:50 3.0 

Dun laoahab* 08-34 38 21:00 38 


AA Road watch 

-London. At bctwwn Mill Hitt Circus and ' 
Fhranys Come Roadwods and resbfe- 
bons. Until May 31. 

London A321I Btaddriss Underpass. 
Contraflow Until April 15. 
Buddnghsnshire. M40 Jia-J3 Road- 
works and contrriiow. Until 1999. 

Kent M2 J5-7. Bridge maintenance & 
restrictions. Until March 9. 

Bristol. M5 J1 flj-1 9 Major roadworks on 
Atwmouto Bndge Until Jan 99. 

West Vbiks. M1J43-42 Stourton to Lrft- 
house (M62). A contraflow and 50mph 
speed limit are in place. Until July 13. 
Cornwall, A38 Bodmin Parkway Station 
turning. Cortraflow. Until June 1 
Somerset. M5 J22-J23. Major road- 
works & contraflow. Until kferctr 31. 
Cambs. A1 Alcontiury to Haddon. Con- 
struction work. Until December 31 1998. 
Suffolk A 12 briween Kesstogland and 
Wrenthara Restrictions until March 3 
Datiystwe, A38 South Normarton. Major 
roadworks. Until March 1. 

Leicestershire Ml J24 Northbound eot 
slip closed. Use J23a. Until April 13. 
Merseysde A57. Knowsley. RoaJworts 
at M57 juncriori Until Oec 31. 

North Yorks Al Aberfoitf to Gariorth 
Roadworks until Augud 1 

Out sad about w(tb AA Road- 
WatCb call 0336 401 ta Pa atea local 
andnaboramncims. SouaTrieAutonn- 
Me Association. Cals ctagad a J9p per nun 
(cheap rat?) 49p pw mb: (aH otha tonti) rc 
VAl 

Sun and moon 


□ 


Sunrises: 

Sunsets: 


RiB Moon: Frinuaiy 11 


Scargill’s daughter weds ex-pit boss 


The daughter of yational 
Union of Mineworicei^ffwi- 
dent Arthur Scargfll is to mar- 
ly the man who helped close 
down the last pit in the NUM’s 
South Yorkshire heartland, it 
was disclosed yesterday. 

Dr Margaret Scargill has 
announced her plans to marry 
former Grimethorpe Colliery 
under-manager James Logan. 

Mr Logan, 42, is now busi- 
ness manager at the Ashviile 
Medical Centre, in Barnsley, 
where Dr Scaigifl works as a GP 


He told yesterday how he 
first met hisJxrturetdSfher-m- 
iaw, Anne Scargill, five years 
ago when she was involved in 
the Women Against Pit Cft>- 
snres protest He arrived at the 
colliery to find he could not get 
into his office because someone 
had super-glued the door shirt £ 
He studied security videotapes* 
and saw Mrs Scargill sneaking 
along a corridor with a tube of. " 
glue in her hands. 

The couple {dan to many lat- 
er this year. 
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Recycled paper made up 41 A% of the raw material for 
UK newspapers in the first half of 1997. 
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From March 29th this year, Singapore Airlines will 
fly three times a day, instead of twice, direct from 
London to Singapore every Friday, Sarurday and 
Sunday. In addition, we will also fly direct from 


Manchester to Singapore five times a week insread 
of four. The result will be that Singapore Airlines 
makes more direct flights a week from London 
and Manchester to Singapore than anyone else in 


-//-.v.- eft - ' f? 

the world. More flights will give you more 
choice as to when you fly and what connections 
you can then take from Singapore. For more 
information contact your local travel agent or call 


Singapore Airlines on 0181 747 000?; I 
address http://www.singaporeair.com ' 
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curious tale 
.‘Mr Clean’, the 

•' j k ■ * 

“healer and 
divorce case 



IS 


The image of football’s Mr Clean 
tas crumbled. Four months ago, 
Glenn Hoddle was the God. 
fearing England coach and family 
""“. Today, He is starring in the 

strange tale of the soccer boss, 

the faith healer and the mistress. 

Louise jury reports. 

If anything goes to show that you can 

k “° w people. Glenn 
Hoddle is the living proof: For yesterday 

he waspiunged frno the middle of a divorce 
fi battle. 

Millionaire property developer Jeffrey 
Sheari named Hoddle as co-respondent in 
bis amorce petition after the England coach 
allegedly spent the night with Mr Shean’s 
wife, \fcnessa. Hoddle issued absolute de- 
nials. But that seemed barely the point To 
anyone who has followed the 24-year 
record of the born-again Christian, the very 
thought of Hoddle committing adultery 


* 



Family man: Glenn Hoddle yesterday, 
plunged Into a divorce battle 


would once have been as unthinkable as 
the Pope bearing twins. 

Until last October, when he stunned his 
colleagues and fans by leaving Anne, his wifi: 
of IS years, and moving into the home of 
a faith-healer, Hoddle was renowned as 
squeaky -clean. The devoted father of three 
children. Zee, 14, Zara, 11, and Jamie, 5, 
he would be seen playing with them in the 
garden of their home in Ascot, Berkshire, 
and. was a regular atlender at his local Unit- 
ed Reform Church. Shredded Wheat even 
chose the family as the epitome of bright- 
smiling goodness for an advertisement 

While Paul Gascoigne and others of his 
footballing compatriots revelled in drink- 
ing and womanising, 40-year-old Hoddle 
simply knuckled down to the job. 

A quiet, distant man - some said cold 
- he appeared 53 times for England after 
first being capped in 1979. He led Swin- 
don Town into the. Premiership, then, as 


manager of Chelsea took the dub toils first 
FA Cup final in 24 years. 

When, as widely rumoured, he was of- 
fered the England job just after Euro 96, 
Chelsea offered £].4m to keep him. But, per- 
sonaiiy recommended to the Football As- 
sociation by Jerry Yfenabtes, he accepted the 
post And things appeared to be going fine. 

The side completed a successful World 
Cup qualifying campaign with a 0-0 draw 
against Italy in Rome at the beginning of 
October. When trouble broke out among 
the crowds, he appeared at the door of the 
family home to comment on the police be- 
haviour towards the fans. 

Then just days later, the bombshell 
dropped. In a statement issued through the 
Football Association, Hoddle said he was 
leaving his wife, a teacher and his child- 
hood sweetheart. 

“The England coach Glenn Hoddle 
wishes it to be known that, with great sad- 
ness, he has separated from his wife, 
Anne. This is a personal and private mat- 
ter. It is unconnected to his football re- 
sponsibilities. Nobody else is involved.” 

For the first time, it became clear why 
Mrs Hoddle, also 40. had refused to pose 
for photographs with her husband after the 
England-Itaiy trouble. 

Shredded Wheat withdrew their advert 
as ■‘inappropriate**. Neighbours expressed 
shock, even England team-mates seemed 
surprised. But nowhere near as surprised 
as when Hoddle then moved into the home 
of Eileen Drewery, a 57-year-old grand- 
mother, married to a bricklayer called Phil. 

Admittedly, any suggestion of romance 
was quickly scotched. Hoddle had got to 
know Mrs Drewery when he had dated her 
daughter, Michelle- as a teenager. Although 
that relationship petered out, he had kept 
in touch with the family , not least because 
of Mrs Drewery’s powers of healing. 

For years, any injury Hoddle received 
has been subjected to the laying on of her 
hands, and he brought a succession of oth- 
er injured players to her door in Woking- 
ham, Berkshire. 

With the trauma of separation now en- 
gulfing him, Mrs Drewery protected Hod- 
die as if he were a son. “Fm just going to 
cot* his dinner," die said. “He does not want 
, to say anything and when he does it will be 
through the Football Association. He just 
wants to do his job and be left alone." 

It was not to be. The rumours persist- 
ed, and the name of Vhnessa Shean came 
to Tubhc attention last month. 

the Sbeans and Hoddles had met at the 
Royal Berkshire Racquets and Health 
Club, and Jeffrey Shean bad been delighted 
with his friendship with a footballer be had 
so admired. But then his wife was said to 
have left him. Newspapers claimed that she 
was seeing Hoddle and yesterday solicitors 
provided ammunition for the stories. 

Margaret Bennett, for Mr Shean, said 
“We can confirm that yesterday we issued 
a divorce petition on the grounds of adul- 
teiy on behalf of Jeffrey Shean agai n st his 
wife, Ybnessa, and that this petition names 
Glenn Hoddle as co-respondent," 

Hoddle would not comment. Appear- 
ing at the door of Mrs Drewery's home in 
Wokingham, dressed in pink shirt and black 
trousers, he said that a statement would be 
issued later. It denied the claims. 

At the five-bedroom home she used to 
share with Mr Clean in Ascot, Mrs Hod- 
dle was asked what she thought “It’s all 
very sad," she said. Football turned out to 
be a dirty game after all. 
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The big picture: Lucien Freud’s Large Interior Wtl (after Watteau) on view at Sotheby’s prior to its sale in New York on 14 May Photograph: Andrew Buurman 

£2m tag puts Lucien Freud into the record books 


A masterpiece by Lucien Freud 
is being offered at auction of 
around £2m, making it the most 
expensive painting by a British 
artist alive today. 

The work. Large Interior, Wit 
(After Watteau), painted 
between 1981 and 1983, is a 
monumental work inspired by 
Antoine Watteau’s celebrated 
18th-century painting Pierrot 
Content . David Lister, Arts News 
Editor, reports. 


It will be offered for sale in New York in 
May by Sotheby's for an estimated price 
of$2J-3Jm 

The current auction record price for 
a work by Freud is £892*500 (SI. 4m) for 
a portrait sold last year. But Sotheby’s ex- 
perzs claim that Large Interior is the artist’s 
masterpiece and will fetch more than dou- 
ble that sum. 

It will still not beat the record sum 
paid for a work by a living British artist. 


which is 5.7m dollars for Francis Bacon's 
Triptych May-June in 1989, when Bacon 
was still alive. 

The painting went on view at Sothe- 
by’s in London yesterday. It comes from 
the collection of James Kirkraan, Freud’s 
dealer from 1972-1992, who acquired it di- 
rectly from the artist. 

Elena Geuna, the head of Sotheby’s 
contemporary an department, said: “The 
appearance at auction of one of the most 
important British paintings of the last 50 


yeans is an event of great significance.." . 

Large Interior \ which measuies -73 inch- 
es by 7S inches, is a highly charged psy- 
chological group portrait in which, in the 
artist's own words, “Intensity is the un- 
dercurrent” and where the sittef'sgaze nev- 
er meets that of the viewer. 

The painting depicts four seated fig- 
ures, one of which is the artist's daughter, 
fashion designer Bella Freud, playing the 
mandolin. Her audience is shown sitting 
huddled together in a tight group listen- 


BEST OF BRITISH AND WHAT THEY COST 


Top prices paid for British contemporary 
arc 

1. David Hockney: Grand Procession of 
Dignitaries in the semi Egyptian Style - 
£1.204,819 in 1989 

2. Lucien Freud: John Deakin - £810,000 
in 1997 

3. Frank Auerbach: Momington Crescent 
-£357.143 in 1990 

4. Malcolm Moriey. Portrait of Vermeer - 
£318,436 in 1992 


5. Howard Hodgkin: In the Bay of Naples 

- £289,474 in 1996 

6. Leonora Carrington: 

- Lies Distractions de Dagobert £275,641 
in 1995 

7. Victor Pasmore: The studio of Ingres - 
£200.000 in 1997 

8. Leon Kossoff Children’s Swimming Pool 

- £190,000 in 1992 

Information: Art Sales Index 


ing to the performance with faraway ex- 
pressions on their facts, while a fifth fig- 
ure, that of a small girl, is seen lying on 
the floor beside them. 

In Large Interior, Freud transforms 
Watteau’s depiction of love and jealousy 
into a sombre yet atmospheric scene of 
thoughtfulness and introspection. 

Freud’s idea of portraiture came from 
dissatisfaction with portraits that resem- 
bled people. He once said: “I would wish 
my portraits to be of people, not like them. 
Not having the look of the sitter, being 
them. As for as I am concerned the paint 
is the person." 

The new record, if it is achieved, will 
add to the Freud mystique. The artist, 
grandson of Sigmund Freud and brother 
of Sir Clement, is notoriously enigmatic 
and guards his privacy jealously. 

Last year an unofficial biographer. 
Nigel Jones, abandoned a biography 
billed in a publisher’s catalogue as inves- 
tigating the “darker, hidden side" of the 
artist. 

His publisher, Richard Cohen, said 
at the time: “There is something Nigel is 
afraid of and I would not want to expose 
him to any danger." 


AT LAST! 

EUROPEAN PC PRICES ARRIVE IN THE UK! 


Rffl.res from leading analysts show that you can pay as much as 30% more for your PC in the UK than in some other 
SS ^countries But not any more. Fujitsu, one of the world’s largest computer company with a turnover in 
• SS $ 36 bjinon and a market leader in,desktop and mobile computing has used its manufacturing econom.es of 

stale to bring Continental European prices to the UK1 

• Cordant NA-5 

• 233MHz Intel Pentium® II processor 

• 32 MB SDRAM 

• 3D/4MB Graphics Card 

• 2GB Hard Disk Drive 

• 24x Speed CD ROM 

• 16 Bit Soundcard 

• 25 Watt Stereo Speakers 

• 15” Colour Monitor rAAB 

2^995 inc. VAT 








pentium*]J 41 


- Cordant NA-6 

■ 200MHz Intel Pentium” processor 
with MMX" technology 

• 32 MB RAM 

■ 3D/2MB Graphics Card 

• 2GB Hard Disk Drive 

• 24x Speed CD ROM. 

• 25 Watt Stereo Speakers 

• 15” Colour Monitor 

£845 

he. VAT 


> Myrfca NA-7 

* lS6MHz Intel Pentium” processor 
with MMX" technology 
- (Black desktop) 

> 32 MB RAM 

* 30/2MB Graphics Card 
’ 2GB Hard Disk Drive 

* 20x Speed CD ROM 
1 12 Watt Stereo Speakers 

> 33.6k Fax Modem f ftQQ 

* 14" Colour Monitor w 

tUpgade to 15* Monitor £50] . InC. VAT 



pentium’ 


Prate* £«*** h** aW*tl» Mod 

OneyMrondte wairanty ml *» • tradem », te and Ml 




. - A2 major credit card:- accepted 


Saf 9-5pm Sun 20304pm Ubsfctep _ Defhefy£25+OT 

Call this number to order your multimedia PC 

0181 286 2222 

TechDIrect , Unit 20 Red Lion Business Park, Red Lion Road, Surbiton, Surrey KT6 7QD 


FUJITSU 

PCs • NOTEBOOKS • SERVERS 
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In the most heated moments 
you can suddenly find you rsesT cover- H 
in goosepimpies. 




y E , N£W PEUGEOT 306. NOW WITH AIR-CONDITIONING: 

' " F0R rvlORE N FOR MAT I OK PLEASE CALL 0345 306 306. 
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Bhuttos take 


n over 
traffic 
itions 


The husband of Be nazir Bbut- 
to, former prime minister of 
Pa id sl an, won permission yes- 
terday to launch legal pro- 
ceedings at the High Court in 
London after allegations of 
drug-trafficking. 

In a campaign spearheaded 
by Ms Bhutto, Asif Ali Zardari 
took action after the British gov- 
ernment agreed to help the 
present Pakistani government’s 
current investigations. 

Mr Zardari is in custody in 
his homeland. 

^ Yesterday, a judge at the 
*> High Court in London gave him 
leave to seek a declaration that 


Asif Ali Zardari: In custody 

he is entitled to access to the let- 
ter of request from Pakistan that 
triggered the investigation - 
which he says is politically mo- 
tivated -orat least to know the 
substance of its contents. 

But Mr Justice Latham re- 
fused to allow Mr Zardari 's 
lawyers to apply for a ruling thai 
the Home Secretary, Jack. 
Straw, acted unfairly or irra- 
tionally in agreeing to the for- 
mal request and in nominating 
a court to receive evidence. 

Lord Lester of Heme HDl 
QC, appearing for Mr Zardari, 
told the judge: “In this case 
there is a serioiK ride of injus- 
tice unless sufEdenTrinforinatioti 


Are you a 

recent graduate: 


Revealed: parking perks 
of Whitehall bureaucrats 




is provided to enable Mr 
Zardari to enjoy effective safe- 
guards in the English proceed- 
ings. This should not depend on 
the Pakistan government’s wish- 
es but on basic principles of 
fairness.” 

Mr Zardari, a Pakistani sen- 
ator, was taken into custody 
shortly after Ms Bhutto was re- 
moved from office by the pres- 
ident in November 1996. 

He was charged in connec- 
tion with the murder of Ms 
BhuUo’s brother Murtaza, as 
well as alleged offences of cor- 
ruption and evasion of cus- 
toms duty. 

His lawyers argued that the 
Home Secretaiy’s decision to 
grant assistance was not based 
on Those charges but on the Pak- 
istani government's confirma- 
tion that he faced drug-related 
proceedings in his homeland. 

Ms Bhutto and her husband 
believed the request was part of 
a wider politically motivated 
campaign being waged by the 
present Muslim League gov- 
ernment against the Bhutto 
family and the Pakistan People’s 
Party, whose leader was Ms 
Bhutto. 

Lord Lester said Mr Zardari 
wanted access to the letter of 
request to enable his lawyers “to 
have a fair opportunity to cross- 
examine witnesses” supplying 
information to nominated mag- 
istrates at Bow Street court for 
eventual trans missi on back to 
Pakistan. 

The judge agreed that there 
was “an arguable case”. Mr 
Zardari’s London-based 
lawyers, Goodman and Derrick, 
then indicated that they would 
ask the magistrates to continue 
an existing order and keep po- 

lice investigations on bold pend- 
ing Mr Zardari’s full judicial 
review application, due on 11 
■ March. 




Ministers plan to crack 
! company car parks because they 
I consider them an incentive for 
i people to drive to work. So why, 

iXd one influential Labour peer, 

! do top civil servants get so man/ 
i places to park in the capital? 

: Randeep Rtwuesh, Transport 

; Correspondent, examines tne 
i arguments. 

5 There are nearly Z500 parking «P»» 

: dvil servants in central London* according 
: to figures obtained by lord Bakeev 
i m*r Labour transport spokesman, ^bepeer 


mer Labour transport 

vesLerday questioned why so aa* V** 
wereneeded at a time when <£»*.» 
being encouraged by ministers to switch 

that the Government 

has 2J500 essential car users m 
don," said Lord Berkeley. “1 bebe 'J r 
most just use their cars as a cheap and com 
fortablc means of commuting, in “ Jolal, °f 
from the general public forced mto crowd- 
ed public transport." Lord Berkeley, ctar- 
man of the Rail Freight Group sH^199d, 

has written to Deputy Pnme Munster 
= John Prescott, who himself took a w f u_ Pj' 

Midsed walk to work this week, urging tam 

to tackle the issue. 

“Mr Prescott recently called for mmis- 
: i ters to use public transport. I 
I . to him suggesting thatbeaddr^* 

: much larger problem of private car park- 


trans- 

comply with to the rest 

Social Security I**"*®" *. 
Health Department, Perhaps th^ 

siam^S from ewinmmen^ h 

should 

SSSS SSSag ; 

. a small number for a department that em 

^b^Ta car -say that the demaoda 

of a job requires a car. 

However, some experts say that on - 
erage civil servants have lessca? P®f™S 
than hie business. "Only 8 per cent 


OI Civil bCivauw uo*w. — - 

central London - that is half the average 

rate," said Irving Yass, CraJls ^ rt , l ^?f ^ 
for London First - a group which lobbies 

on behalf of big business m London. Mr 
Yass added there were 60.000 “private non- 
residential parking spaces" in London. 


Falmouth coastguard saves Suez sailors 
after world ignores distress call 

The listless skoal went out across the woiid. 


Benazir Bhutto: Spearheaded campaign on behalf of her husband 


The distres signal went out across the world. 

Four Ukrainian sailors trapped in the Suez 
canal on an abandoned ship were desper- 
ate for help. But only 
mouth, Gutman, responded to the 2#XHon 
Prosper when it signalled for help last week. 

The coastguards persuaded Inmarsat, 
which runs international satellite commu- 
nications, to open a free link with the ves- 
sel And they discovered tbe saflors had 

been stix± there for six months with no sup- 
plies and no money to enable their return 

to the Ukraine. . 

One of the men explained they had been 
abandoned by the ship’s master after the 

ship wasarrested over $lm debts allegedly 

• owed to a Greek bank. Althoi# they were 


not under arrest, iney bmih. — 

any chance of wages that were owed them 

if they left the boat. 

Heruy Purbrick, from the Falmouth 
coastguard, said they alerted the owner’s 
lawyer in Greece. But on Thursday they re- 
ceived further cries for help and called for 
international action to help the men. 

“They sounded even more desperate. 
Can you imagine beingin Egypt and no way 
of getting home?" Mr Purbrick said. 

Mykola Kravchenko, of the Ukrainian 
embassy in London, said he was saddened 
by the case but it was not rare. “They have 
to fend for themselves," he said. “We are 
a country in crisis." 

— Louise Jury 
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a minute to the USA. 


With BT’s new Country Calling Plans save up to 43 % on International Calls. 


Looking for that all 

important career move? 




BT STMUARD RATE TO US* 21p 


a pop® 

I RATE TO SOUTH AHUCA G8p 


BT STANDARD RATE TO JAPAN !3p 


BT STANDARD RATE TO BABA 99p 


BT STANDARD RATE TO REP. BELAID IBp 


BT STAJK1ARD RATE TO SERVANT 24p 


BT STANDARD RATE TO AUSTRALIA 40p 


BT STANDARD RATE TO FRANCE 24p 


BT STANDARD RATE TDI» ZEALAND** 


For just £1 per country per month, our new Country Calling Plans give you 25% off calls to that country. 
Together with our Friends & Family Overseas and Premierline discounts you could save 43% on up to 
5 nominated numbers. 5 Country Calling Plans from 30 countries including Canada, Greece, Hong Kong, 
' Israel, Italy, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Spain and Turkey can be chosen. 


and a lifestyle that’s going places 
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PT&/&PUNE. COSTS 05 PW QLKfTTTS AM3 6 RECOMMENCE) FOR CUSTOMERS WITH GALL BUS CWER £*5 PS? QUARTER FREN05 1 FAMLY OVHiSSAS IS FK-E WTTH PRQflSUS. 
IflMKLN CHARGE iflp PER CALL WITH THESE DBC0UNT3. BT tOh OFF BALE ON EXTRA CALLS COMBINES WflTH COUNTRY CAUMG PUNS TO GM SAVMQS OF W OT CtJWWWS MXXTONAL 

CALLS TO THE APPROPnATE COUNTRY. PUCES QUOTED ARE BT3 WEBCBND RATE PER MINUTE 
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FURTHER REDUCTION 
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FURTHER REDUCTION 


ELECTROLUX 

Upright Oww 
1000 watt motor. 
Model 1440. 




Currys 


KITCHEN 
appliances 


CARLTON 

HwdMS»r 
■ Motal Wad»_ 
*3 speed setting*. 
Model HW. 

Was £1739- 



!^5UUNEX 
jTtS litre eapaW ■ 

■ Variable » 



PANASONIC 

upright Oeanar I® 

1000 watt motor. V 

Model MCE455. B 

Was £149.99. * 
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CYLINDER 

CLEANERS 
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FURTHER 
liTilll 


TerSVjHER_R5£M51 l S2L 
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Instore — . 

MOUUNEX 

vmteklidilspMd ■ 


■ 400 watt motor. 

■ 5 speed rotting 
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further reduction 



T^rtwb^ Model CAT 6 DOS. Wm 
DYSON Dual CYdonc 

IQQno 

Mc5hDC 02. iVf l rtil IJ J— 


HEATING 



latest features 

INCLUDE 


■ Unique removable electnc 
pod and tfiermostat- 

■ Completely dtahw*** ® fe 
when electrics removed. 

■ useful cord storage fadlity. 

■ Variable thermostat 


IRONS, 
KETTLES & 
TOASTERS 




4 RUSSELL 
HOBBS ^ lw35a 



Cordless Jug Kettle 

Model 3087. was £29.99. 


CARLTON ®s 

,rt-ol-Stttw.lron 

■WrtaWerteam. V 1 
u Large visible Bl 

water tank. ■£ 

ModeJ JS 803 .Wa*G 1 » 
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CARLTON mmaa _ 

Fan Heater 

■ 2kw powerful HV dn 

heating output. £ II 

■ 3 heat settings. 11M * ■ 
Model 2000. Was filfeW. Was £1339. 


CURRYS HIKE 

tZ79» 






FURTHER RED UCTION 

did 


GLEN 

Convector Heater 
IkW powerful 
heating output ■■■ 
Model 2171. WasQ4S9. 
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FURTHER REDUCTION 


GLEN ns*"; 

08 HIM Radtotnr _ 

■ ikW heat output l 

thermostat. Model 2156. Wai £3939. 



FURTHER RE DUCTION 



oa-Rtted Radtaur 
t.SkW output 
Model O82021T. 



t 



SAVE 
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REGAL Inset /Fiae-standlng 
Electric Hie BBB siMBPMCE 

■K Kfla ™ KBI f 179aa 

■ 2kW heat output — 

Model VESTA. Was £199.99. 

royal cozy fires 

Inset Beane Rre price 

IkW and 2kW SmB jAA 
heat settings. lEnlBflHHqq 
Model CHICHESTER, *'*'*‘ n ' 

In-store Price £349.99. 
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REDUCTION 
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4-Slke Coohwall 
Toaster 
Model 9123. 

Was £29.99. 
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TEFALnaffl 

Jetof-Steam Iron H 

■ utoauBd" soteptate-BM 

■ ReptKMble B 
anfteatecamm Bftl 

Model 1921. Was £4639. 
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philips 

Fan Heater rj A QQ 

Model HD 3346. Was £2639. LMVr?? 


£i 


SALE price 

£19.99 
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UNIQUE TO HOOVER 


ON 



CYLINDER 

CLEANERS 


HALF 

PRICE 

HOOVER 

LIGHTWEIGHT CLEANER 

32 




UPRIGHT 
CLEANERS 

FURTHER REDUCTION 


HOOVER P urePower 

Upright Oaanar 

■ 1300 watt 
variable motor. 

■ High 7 stage 
filtration. 

■ hygienic tUn 
disposal. 

■ Hge-nxdge 
donning. 

Model 

PUREPOWER U3130. _ . 

Was £229.99 livstore Price £139.99 




HOOVER ► 

PurePower Upright Cleaner 
Model PUREPOWER U3120 
Was £20M9. Was £129.99. 
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SAVE 
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Cylinder Cleaner currys price 

■ 1400 watt variable motor. M ^ A 

■ Sealed suction system. t I QQ 

Model T4420 TEUOS. Ill# W*** 


FREE 

TURBO 
BRUSH 

Ask for cew'-Vs., ' ^ 

'ir 



HOOVER | 

Cyinder Cleaner | 

■ 1300 watt variable 

motor, I 

■ Micro filtration, 

■ Tools on-board. I SALE PWCE 
Model AR30AWA. 

Was £12939. 




HOOVER 

Cylinder Qeaner 

■ 1300 watt motoc. 

■ 5 stage 
mkrofRuaUon- 

■ Rotary electronic 


Model sail. 
Was 039391 
Was £11939 



HOOVER 

Cylinder Cleaner 

■ 1300 watt variable motor. 

■ Sealed suction system. 
Model T4300 TEUOS. 

CURRYS PRICE 


£09.99 


UPRIGHT CLEANERS 


NEW TEUOS 
RANGE 




HOOVER bbes 

PurePower Upright Cleaner 
Model PUREPOWER vouCHSt price 

_ ,1 CQqi> 

In-store Price £189.99. £ lvw»H 


HOOVER 

Tlirbopower 

Upright Cleaner 

Model U1060. j 

Was £139.99. 1 


SALE PRICE 

£7099 


HOOVER 

Upright CkHW 

■Turtaopow cr 500 watt 
motor. 

■ 3 Stage filtration - 
for deaner air, 
including micro (Brer. 

Model U1050. 

Was Et 29.99. 



HOOVER 

Upright deaner 


■ 1200 wan motor. 

■ Unique Hfethne bag. 
Model U3128 LIFETIME. 

[ SALE PUKE [ 

Was £229.99. 

LARGER STORES ONUT 

mm 
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e 139 j» 


HOOVER 

Cylndor Oeanar 

■ 1400 watt variable 
motor. 

■ Sealed suction 



HOOVER 

CyBndar deaner 

■ 1400 watt variable 
motor. 

■ 5 -das filtration. 

■ Seated suction 
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Many of our current prices are Cunys 
lowest ever, find a lower pnee far *e 
same product and off 
boxed and in stock in a local 
7 days of purchase and weTl match it. 

^IXMEVffiBEBEMW 


tBUY HOW PAY 1999 

COinBHAHAOLSMBIT. 




UmAVTCXBirr 

WHh Currys 

Premier 

Advantage 

Account you can 

take adva ntage of 
any credit Offer 
In-store. Ask for 

details. 



For direct, 
doorstep delivery 
Freephone 0500 
304304 or fax 
01442 888145 
(9am-Spm Mon-Fn. 
9am-5-30pm Sat. 
10am-5pm Sun). 
Defivery charges 
from £3^5. Part of 
DSS Retail Ltd 


NHUKWW 

Repairs 7 days a 
week (same day 
wherever 
possible). 


Currys 


BRITAIN’S BIGGEST 
ELECTRICAL STORES 

AB Superstores offer easy parking, late night shopping and Sunday opei»» . 

Ring 0990 S00049 for details of your nearest store. 

Written quotations from Currys, Dept MK. Hamel Hempstead. Herts HP2 
Currys an Ikensed credit brokers. Ask irvstore for dewHs-' 


tBUY NOW PAY 
UP TO 

12 MONTHS LATER 


awtoMi 


WATCH OUT FOR OUR 
VOUCHER SPECIALS! 


Look out for the spedrf voudw savings on selected products throughout tills advertiser n*nt Simply tak* this advart to 
jtom to dabn your (fisooum. One voucher saving pir ptxthase. Sore# voucher odors am an al te r n a tive tn existing trade*®”^"-. ’ 
Net fw usa with other offers. Bruvdt use only. Discount using Code 4 (Head Office ofh»L HURBY1 These voudwpriMS'«" l | a ^ 
umQ Wednesday tlth February 1998 unless otherwise stated 
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-crash 

hero in fight 

trauma 




Tfe first man to arrive 
at the scene of the 
British Midland air crash 
atXegworth in 1989 

-went to court yesterday 
to seek damages for the 
stress he has suffered in 
the aftermath. 


A Royal ‘Marine yesterday de- 
scribed how he spent more 
than three tours helping to res- 
cue the injured and dying from 
the crash wreckage alongside 
the Ml in Leicestershire. 

Graham Pearson, 39, who is 
battling for compensation from 
British Midland over the acute 
post traumatic stress disorder 


(PT$D) he suffered in the 
wake of the catastrophe, told 
the court how he emerged cov- 
ered in blood and later had to 
undergo an HIV test. 

Although British Midland 
long ago admitted “primary li- 
ability” for the January 1989 ac- 
cident in which 47 people died, 
it is disputing the amount of 
damages due to Mr Turnbull, a 
father of four, from Goole, 
Humberside. His counsel, Paul 
Rose, said his daim for£ 57,000 
damages was “modestly 
pitched”, but British Midland 
insists he is only due £200. 

Mr Pearson, who won an 
award for bravery from the 
Royal Humane Society for his 
efforts, said he and his wife were 
driving home along the Ml af- 




ter visiting relatives in Kent 
when they saw a “flash in the 
sky” and quickly came upon de- 
bris. He got out of the car to see 
an injured passenger staggering 
towards him and, despite the 
risk of an explosion from leak- 
ing fuel, made his way into the 
nose of the stricken plane. 

As he entered the fuselage. 


“passengers were ciying and 
screaming at me for help”. Mr 
Pearson recalled. “1 would say 
my main role was simply calm- 
ing people down verbally and 
holding (heir hands ... 

“I could hear a woman 
screaming from underneath 
the floor and every time 1 
moved 1 thought of the floor 


pressing on her and 1 could 
imagine her pain ... Some [pas- 
sengers] were already dead 
and had horrific injuries," said 
Mr Pearson. “At the time I sim- 
ply saw what had (o be done 
and got on with it as best 1 
could. It was simply adrenaline 
working, giving me the strength 
to do what I had to do." 


Dr Gordon Turnbull, a psy- 
chiatrist, told the court how Mr 
Pearson had been unwOliug to 
accept he was suffering from 
PTSD when he examined him 
in 1995. “Almost all the symp- 
toms of PTSD were present at 
the time of the examination, 
said Dr Turnbull, head of the 
traumatic stress unit at Tice- 


huist House Hospital m Sussex 
and author of the leading test- 
book on the subject “He told 

me he had lost interest m most 

of his social and sporting ac- 
tivities and has simply lost his 
zest for them. He told me he 
Indies directionin his life now. 
Dr Turnbull said PTSD had 

the effect of “pulling out the 


TirrwoftraunwGratoi^ 

Pearson (above) who spent 

three hours helping 

survivors after the 

air crash In 1989 
Main photograph: Ian Torrance 

rue” from under a victim’s feet, 
giving them a “foreshortened 
view of their future” Although 
his condition had since im- 
proved because of intensive 
therapy, Dr TUrnbull said he 
was -guarded" about whether 
Mr Pearson was now able to 
lead “a virtually Dermal life . 

Judgment is due on Monday. 


Miners’ health damages could 
cost government £3.6bn 


The Government is 
facing a total 
compensation bill of 
over £3.5bn to miners 
whose health was 
wrecked by working 
down the pits, it 
emerged yesterday. 


Six miners fi ghting a high court 
test case seeking compensation 
for a variety of debilitating Al- 
nesses caused bytheirwork un- 
derground; were awarded an. 
average of' £18,000 damages 

each yesterday. 

If - this figure was carried 
through to the estimated. 
200,000 miners, foriner miners : 
or their widows expected to 
make claims, according to gov- 
ernment figures, the final sum 
will be around £3.6bn. 


Mr Justice Turner found on 
23 January that British Coal, the 
defunct nationalised industry 
now under government ad- 
ministration, was negligent in 
the operation of its mines. 

Yesterday he settled the fi- 
nal claims for the six men who 
suffered chronic ill health from 
-inhaling coal dust, and also 
ruled that Cordelia Wells, wid- 
ow of one of the six miners, 
Samuel, should receive the full 
statutory, bereavement dam- 
ages of £7,500. 

Lawyers for British Coal 
had tried to argue that be- 
cause Mr Wells's damages 
for- ill health were halved be- 
cause the judge /ruled that 
smnVing was half to blame for 
W chronic ’emphysema, the 
bereavement award should also 
be halved. 

The judge ruled, however, 
that Mrs Wells should receive 
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Soldier’s death investigated 

Military and civil police were yesterday co-operating in an 
investigation into the death of a soldier Idled while taking 
part in an exercise in the mountains of mid-Wales near the 
Array's Sennybridge Base. 

Guardsman Richard King, 22, whose parents live Sheer- 
ness in Kent, died when he was hit by a single round from 
a standard service rifle during night-time manoeuvres m the 
early hours of Thursday. More than 50 soldrers wAl to in- 
terviewed to seek an explanation to what an army spokesman 

described as “a tragic accident” . . . 

—The area is one of the Army’s main infantry traujmg 
grounds where Nato troops, members of the Speoal Air^ 
the Parachute Regiment exercise along with other 

ani ' s - —Tony Heath ! 

Hindley changes jails 

Moors murderer Myra Hindley was yesterday 

Uonal decision taken by thePnsooServKeMdit 

more for a life-sentence pnsooer « 

voted last week anger among relatives of Uer 

Teachers to vote on actisis 

A teachers’ union is 

al action to cut die ted ^ JLasters/Unic* of 

The National Association decic j e£ j t o take the 

Wbmen Teadiers executive c»mmi ee on ^ rec- 


Scottish Eco/i alert 

health experts in Caifislefound ov iders Thyside Con- 

jtathad been sent to.scbool of fllness had been 

tracts. Officials “J^^^Lokjng procedures sbouMeP- 
su£ the bacteria had been irnieo 


*■ 


the frill amount, allowing hun- 
dreds of other widows to make 
the same claim whether or not 
their deaths may have been 
partly attributable to smoking. 

The largest damages sum of 
£32^00 went to Mrs Wells of 
Maesteg, south Whies. The oth- 
er sums ranged from £25.000 
down to £5,200, making a total 
of £110.000. 

Mr Justice Turner gave 
lawyers for the Government 28 
days to come up with a scheme 
to administer and settle all 
outstanding claims which must 
be m»de within six months of 
his judgment in January. 

He also imposed a punitive 
scale of legal costs on the Gov- 
ernment for part of the year- 
long litigation for trying to 
argue that coal dust was not a 
cause of bronchitis or emphy- 
sema, against the findings of its 
own medical reports. 


Schools 
fail test 
of time 
at maths 

Lres than 36 minutes a day was 
spent teaching maths in one in 
eight infant schools, says a 
study published yesterday. 

A survey by the National 
Foundation for Educational 
Research also found nearly half 
the infant schools questioned 
and a quarter of the junior 
schools taught maths for under 

three quarters of an hour a day. 

The study of almost 400 
schools in the autumn of 1996 
points to wide differences in the 
way the basics are taught- The 
tima spent on maths lessons var- 
ied from 12 minutes a day in one 
infants school to nearly an hour 
and a quarter a-day in 2 per cent 
of infant schools. 

The NFER research follows 
the Government’s numeracy 
task force advice last month that 
all primary schools teach maths 
for an hour every day. The Of- 
fice for Standards in Education’s 

annual report published on 
Wednesday said education re- 
mained a “lottery”. 

Soe Harris, a senior research 

officer for NFER whorarried 
out the report, said: “The fact 

that there is greater variation on 

the time spent teaching maths 
is surprising. But responses did 

not take account of the time 
spent teaching maths under 
the guise of other subjects. 

She said some schools may 
also have been using thematic 
project work to teach maths. 

A large number of schools 

taught in line with the Gov- 
ernment’s recommendations - 

with 36 per cent of infants and 
49 per cent of juniors teaching 
maths for between 48 minutes 
and an hour a-day. 

A spokesman for Ofcted 
said: “This is another bit of re- 
search that reiterates the need 
for further progress.” 



“These 
kitchen and 
appliance 
offers are only 
available for 
a few more 
days.” 



HURRV1 OFFERS MUST END 
SmMOHDAY9H> FEBRUARY 


SAVE £70 



Homark Fan Pack . 

Includes Ian oven, standard hood ana 
hob. Available In 
brown or whfte.^ Was 5319 
With electric 
hob 

(as shown). 


Also avalable 
Homark 
Fan Pack 
with gas 

hob. Was £299 


UKM110 
Microwave 
(B&O PRICE £99) 
when you buy 
• j a BDO 810 
. 1 Double Oven 

Pack. 


Whirlpool 
Double Oven 
Pack BDO 810 

With gas or 
electric hob and 
standard hood. 
Includes lower 
oven four-flow 
cooking system, 
upper oven 
conventional 
cooking & 
variable grill. 


£599 


25% OFF 

SELECTED KITCHEN UNITS 

RIALTO • CHERITON • BROOKLAND 
• CONISTON • TURNBERRY 




!** a . .Yl* ' " _ * 








EARN TESCO CLUBCARD 
POINTS AT B&Q 

Ask m store tor detaSs. 
DownotapptyfcBAGVfarehc^ 




OPENING HOURS 

MondaySaturday: Most stores Banvfipm. 

Sunday. Most stores England & Woles 10am-4pm 
(where permitted). Scotland 9anv6pm & Northern Ireland 
1 pm-6pm. Certain store hours may vary, please 
'phone your nearest store to confirm. 

BMIA1N*S BIGGEST DJ. Y CHAIN- FOB YOUR NEAREST STORE PHONE 0181 466 4166 

| Internet - http://www.div.co.uk j 

(la yttnhoasM and n&Depots. Please oft In store Kx deh*s o( our Price Promise. Ask to store tor details at atloflas. Effn 

o^mayrS bedhptavedorrfSiBd to dl stores, but can be adered.lhetrBo mkxowave wfl be detvered^toeitouUecwrotrftowkfflttowterb^ptac^c^i^^ 
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Manchester 
mourns tragedy 
of Busby Babes 

Scores of Manchester United 
fans laid Dowers beneath a 
statue of the team’s former 
manager Sir Matt Busby at Old 
Tr afford yesterday to remem- 
ber the Busby Babes, who died 
in the Munich air disaster 4) 
years ago. 

The aircraft crashed in a bliz- 
zard at Munich Airport in 1958, 
killing 23 of its passengers in- 
cluding eight young Manches- 
ter United players who were 
returning home after theirvjc- 
tory in the European Cup quar- 
ter final against Red Star 
Belgrade. 

Last night a special memo- 
rial service was to be held in 
Manchester Cathedral to mark 
the tragedy. A minute's si- 
lence will be held at Man- 
chester United’s home match 
against Bolton today at 3.04pm 
- the time of the air disaster. 



Memorial: Flowers left yesterday at Manchester United’s Old Trafford for victims of the 1958 Munich air disaster 


Photograph: News Team 


INTEREST FREE OPTION** 

ON A WIDE RANGE OF KITCHEN APPLIANCES 



WASHING MACHINES 


SvMSM* 31<XH 

TOiOOOsmmb wsh tod 
was £299 99 

pranOy £34593 4M I 
Wefraas .. SMEuwl 
-Hotpoine rtWSW 

jO&IOOOxm 

11fc*Wlbzi TBUEfl 

SSSS, «Kc50t299a 

H M—n ww 

CAMmawrttsUxttm 
403-10% spnl lb «s3i had SUE 

S^ wsa 9 swEtt 20 e 329 * 

l —IWIBWT H B C ra wt 

ZWaRJOBS 
1000 son 

1 0 b wash tad Wtt* 

roTnSyWBffl swEtttO e 379 j» 

UMOn ■ —■»—» HW— N 

BOSCH WFB2005 
eD 0 -i 000 »otbsir> 
iCUwchKHiini pajanwes WE 

pwcusygesa s »Etl20 j Wn 

flHonaimrnEanaM* 
Hatpgift WMS3 
1i0Dspn'i»«3shlcad 
AqjmjsVbshSyeninB SUE 

{389.99 

tDHMHHIBBrHEORDIM 

ZMB9FJ129B 

4»ia»iorDH9spn ME 

ajmparanes Jin«A70i» 
.swEtaunisM 

ammBmBtBUBtnam 

BOSCH Wthj 

1003 spirt lb w* tad WE 

sxr .^ti^* 

niMmniflBBrREcnioMt 


WASHER DRYERS 


HOOVES A8754 

UOOsciviflbMriibad 

9><kytaad 

sftoSS.-. SOTtlfflHxS 

saanaMiBBTRuu'iuwa 
-HatpaW WKlP 

SX)n 103 SF*ispaftJ/ Kb waited 

wE^KSffl. . . . s affitHO t 449 js 

flHHMnaBncsvnaM 

ZMBS VKXI1294 J&ystom 
450-1200 wtttespfl 
lObtahtaaOSbdniox] WE 

(raodrEBfia*. wes 90 e 579 » 

emasmBBiFKanoHM 


TUMBLE DRYERS 


BOSCH WIA3OT 

lib ctyta) WE 

S3S* ,i S K[ 100t199« 

ma»ioaBTfi8iFiDM* 

ZHBSTC47HiibayWJ WE 

5 sasm«« 0 s 279 Ls» 

nanaHtseBPeoFTOM 



25 f .. swE <930 t 299 j« 

■iwi a w ae rHBc r wiii 
BOSCH EGS 4012 
12 [taaBngrt unarms; j 
raraty£ 3 K £8 7/1 
tiat«i£3a9B SWEtlyl 

t unmnswr RE opium 

ZUBSosir 

B p lace saOqs 
4 uuunms 5 
rtrrnafyOCO# MS-E 

BOSCH srs 53 rp 

la cfewsaw g we 

S? .s«J0t399* 

s moths imsnrEE tram 


Til-: SAVE -o ' £230 
££ ON COOKING 



wM UP T 0 120 W STOP 

□ 



BUILT-IN COOKING 


OvailgB/rtesdinffshete WE 

^^039 39 SWEttlQ tt 29 * 

4H«mw — mtam m mmmi 


FREE STANDING COOKERS 


■*===:, ESSOiYlteBettlC 

TffaBg aoomwutti WE 

■ LBSURS fires* 55 W* 
Mi3as.S46rm««9i 
Stopatagrl THOM 

4 eouelysims exists ftA .tyAQ-- 
nTrra»r £33999 SMOUEaW* 


Non Gomel Eton EfecK 
SSOmnwIMtaibareR WE 

. . . sme< 2 QQ t 449 * 


STOVES J8 toads 5009 YMb Gas 
548mn«WS«pBta0ri SHE 

swEttX) e 449 jm 


Grata GnettaipewmEhctt 

ffitoMtfDatatNiCerepfc WE 

SSL'&r'Sgt&OiMn 

— i —— i 

moMi nro 

t-BSURErwQ«Mwiia 
Own Ges .1 KOnm wMtaife nai 
hettk h Rating Own. CM or Rnyd 
Ebonachaceafc, LFC. WE 

SIS“«.i 20 Od «9 

sMmwnBnHBonam 
t»a*HDHRcoonmaaeiuuaff 
man* re scour cocnoou 



DaglWOO W1 42 Frugal Ic e to 
49 ou grass opecty 
«S £15399 Ml 

S*£iiS® SWEtDUl 

BQKD LN221 LadBrWdjB 
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!£SSr...» a 30t139» 

-Hntpokf RStQP Fftty&«*i In Boc 
56adtgmsSGtnc4V SME 

£^^.swEt6t>d99* 

IHOTHSM1BBIIKEUVMM 

■ SSmxftnolEMiD 
"ladBFn^e 

1 1.4 cuA Grass csEHCtyTaroertueda* 
was £34399 
P»*«A-E4ia9B 
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iuuiimmiuui lutuvum 


wofar CfagCQtBBor 

iflauigrcE'apEiy “ 
was £15909 Mil 

ae £10939 ....SWEtuU] 

lee IHB 35 U 

UHi^FieezB WE 

2 SS? ,! '“S««ld 69 * 

mo{tB£ F8867 Uu^« Frasr 
ascusowscapacty SUE 

«^9^ r ..s »Eifl0 c 249j9 

BMOTwraemvinM 


FRIDGE FREEZERS 


Htaline CCBZS* 

433-1 aJt puss opuy WE 

. S*E^)0 f219* 

ECD536 

SlTWcuBgraecapaciy WE 

^^oe»a«Et!00 c249jK 

CFKJ 31 FusI-Frb 

4226 oil 90S OPUfy SUE 

. s «Et)0Q c299js 

(MOTWMTBCBRRWTBKm 

□SsssfesdcFFwii 
^ajaeo/ijtssfSBflcty sue 

iKHMngBmBEPnam 

ZMBSSI 2R€& 4BR 

SV4 3cu.lt gras caKdtr WE 

wsGSift?^. s«t 13 fl ? 399 * 

bHomEmrernsanDm 

M-Hofr** aKS’fica-fRs 
™ &t>'43(uB ME 

S88... ^{599* 

CMOT»«18erHBCnaM 


SAVE £30 ON THIS 
DEHUMIDIFIER 


MOIEWSTffE 


fast 660.34 tyawsarcceabe 
Adusbbunoai WE 

JS^tt 999 &. 5 WE [30 t 2 69 n 

(MnnaiHBiwEdraam 


L SAVE ^50% ON 
| VACUUM CLEANERS 


^ UPTOgwsrore 


Boweaefd BCPl'atBB ' Cinder 
1200 <aBpour/Gcndsa««i BhUMifaJl 

sce.iK,re3S3 west KTpl 
*h»»W 939 . HMF PHCE BitO 
Etaboh&C 1656 CK-QHer 
1200 wans pw» WE 

«ra99 s«Et30fi69» 

n PM IM M fc UCEg5Up9» 

1 JB «Bs pmt 
QvboadiKib. was 0199 nr 
pwrajsy £i 1489. . . SWEU3 £0999 


THE COMET Pfl/CE 
i CANNOT BE BEATEN 

g3f. SASYWAYS 
roPAY 

HttOarf Mb fiode joates fa 

f yorebey ay pafad torn * fen 

ritoWdopWfesmaafawria 

baJytiabwfrtB,wfl*fcgi]r 

ntodfefflea^PUISlKOFTW 

KflBaA&hftnfarUd** 

WtfiaCoDElTinecmi]au an spread 
faadda^p(XthBe(rebjedto 
aaaptatfij.Wlinodepai(nlon 
Heres^eeperiKliredrsdemt 
airtwttf My fepay: 
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•y SAVE ^150% ON 

\y(\ If SMALL DOMESTIC 
I ^ - APPLIANCES 


| ig UP TO 250 W STORE | 
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\6na»Bttwro^flUDPcp«) WE 
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H^aGnSHseMlvaB 
l.7becc 3SJi SUE 

UrasOEBa HALF 4A 
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SAVE, *£20 ON 
PORTABLE HI-FI 


F*- - ^ 1 
\:2> ’ 


UP TO 80 IN STOPS 
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Japanese fads 
condemn 

pets to mass 

slaughter 


An animal welfare 
scandal in Japan, where 
800,000 domestic pets 
are being slaughtered 
each year after being 
abandoned by their 
owners, will be exposed 
on a BBC radio 
programme today, 
ton Burrell reports. 


The astonishing death rate of 
Japanese pets has been attrib- 
uted by animal welfare groups 
to rapidly changing trends in the 
ownership of certain pets, which 
are no longer wanted once they 
go out of fashion. 

Recent favourites have in- 
cluded golden retrievers and 
labradors, which are the cur- 
rently fad. and Siberian huskies. 
The breeds are unsuitable for 
the typically confined apart- 
ments found in most Japanese 
cities and are often kept outside. 

Landlords are exceptional- 
ly strict on the keeping of ani- 
mals and many pet-owners are 
forced to give up their animals 
when they move. 

In all, 307,000 cats and 

235.000 dogs were put down in 
Japan last year. 

Action is hardly ever taken 
against the owners. In 1996, only 
one prosecution for cruelty was 
brought in the whole of Japan. 

The scale of the animal 
slaughter is put into further per- 
spective when compared to the 
death rates of domestic pets in 
other countries. In Britain, 

17.000 stray dogs were put 
down last year. 

A team from BBC Radio's 
Asia File recently visited some 
of the dog and cat pounds in 
Japan and were bonified by the 
conditions the animals were 
kept in before being pul down. 

One terrier was delivered to 
the pound by its owner with par- 
cel tape around its jaws, and a 
notice around its neck saying; 
“This dog bites". No action 
was taken against the owner. 

In Osaka, single cages con- 
tain up to 38 dogs, which are ex- 
terminated within three days of 
arrival. Hugh Levinson, the 
programme's producer, said; 
“These dogs were going ab- 
solutely nuts, jumping on top of 
each other. Some had their fur 


ripped off and blood on their 
muzzles." 

He added: “It’s not that the 
Japanese don’t like animals; 
they are very sentimental about 
them- But it’s a very romanti- 
cised, anthropomorphic idea 
and has nothing to do with the 
fact that dogs need walking 
and they bite and they tend to 
make a lot of mess.” 

The large numbers of un- 
wanted pets are made worse by 
the fact that cats and dogs in 
Japan are rarely neutered. 

Eliz abeth Oliver, a British 
minimal lover who has set up the 
Ark animal refuge in Japan, said 
Japanese people traditionally 
have not kept dogs but they be- 
came fashionable in the 1980s. 

“They looked around for 
wbat the popular dog was and 
then these booms started. 
There used to be the sheltie 
boom, then the beagle boom 



Death row; A dog awaiting 
its fate at a Japanese pound 


then the husky boom and cur- 
rently it's the golden retriever 
boom, which is just on the 
wane, and it’s going into 
labradors, cavalier spaniels," 
she said. “They change - out 
with this year’s fashion and in 
with next year’s ” 

Hideo Yamazaki, of the 
Japanese prime minister’s of- 
fice, said; “Our laws on animal 
protection and management 
generally have the aim of aid- 
ing the welfare of animals ... 

“It doesn’t follow that be- 
cause the number of prosecu- 
tions is low, there is a lot of 
cruelty towards animals in 
Japan or that the Japanese 
don’t care for animals." 

• Asiafile is on Radio 4 at 
11.30am today. 
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WIN 


Babylon 5 on video 

volumes 31 &32 


An absolute must for 
Babylon 5 fans, a chance 
to win the final two volumes 
from the third series of this 
hugely successful sci-fi show. 
AJf the tensions apparent in 
previous episodes erupt in 
the following thrilling 
episodes: 

Grey 17 is Missing - 
What could possibly be if 
interest at level Grey 17? 
When Garibaldi digs a lltde 
too deeply into the mystery 
he finds more than he 
bargained for. 

And The Rock Cried 
Out No Hiding Place - 
The intrigue between 
Centauri nobles sets to 
enter a lethal endgame 
which will only conclude 
with the death of one of the 
rivals. 

Shadow Dancing - The 
Shadows are driving 
refugees into one area to 
alienate them and only a 
showdown between the 
two largest batde fleets in 
the Galaxy. 

Z’Ha’Dum - What awful 
secret from the past has 


returned to compel 
Sheridan to visit the place 
where he knows he will die? 

We have 1 5 Babylon 5 video 
sets (volumes 31 & 32) to 
win - courtesy of Warner 
Home Video, lb enter this 
competition simply dial the 
number below, answer tiie 
following question on line 
and leave your name and lull 
address: 

O'- Name the actor who 
plays Captain John 
Sheridan in Babylon 5. 

Call 0930 564 613 
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Prescott launches 

into sleaze in local 

government 


The sleaze that can fa© 
generated by one-party 
domination in local 
government must be 
tackled, John Prescott, 
the Deputy Prime 
Minister, said yesterday. 
Anthony Bevins, Political 
Editor, reports on the 
Government’s concerted 
counter-attack. 


A Government paper on the re- 
vitalisation of local democracy 
is to be published by Mr 
Prescott, Secretary of State for 
Environment, Transport and 
the Regions, and Hilary Arm- 
strong, the local government 
minister, on Monday. 

But in a speech to the 
Labour local government con- 
ference in Scarborough last 
night, Mr Prescott said: “We 
must be honest that there are 
problems. There is too little par- 
ticipation by the electorate in lo- 
cal elections, and in local 
government between elections. 

“In some cases, we are vic- 
tims of our own successes. A 
huge one-party majority can 
lead to internal strife, compla- 
cency and, in a few cases, a fail- 
ure of public standards. We 
must tackle these problems.” 

Monday’s paper on local 
democracy - “radical stuff” - 
would be the first of three, 
with others to follow on value 
for money and Nolan -style re- 
forms tackling standards of 
conduct in town halls. 

"On Monday,” Mr Prescott 
said, “we will invite comments 
on how we can increase public 


“wolvement in decision-making 
between elections; whether vot- 
ing can be made easier for peo- 
ple, including voting at more 
convenient locations or times; 
and whether the composition of 
our councils can be made more 
representative, something we, as 
a party selecting candidates, 
must address.” 

He also raised the question 
of whether there should be paid 
local council “cabinets", saying 
they needed to look at “sharp- 
ening up the distinction be- 
tween the executive and 
representative roles of local 
councillors". 

Mr Prescott added his 
weight, too, to the initiative be- 
ing undertaken with Gordon 
Brown, Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, and other ministers 
like David Blunkett, Secretary 
of Stale for Education and Em- 
ployment, and Jack Straw, the 
Home Secretary, on rundown 
estates, outlined in yesterday's 
Independent. 

He is expected next week to 
unveil plans for the 900-home 
Mille nnium Village at Green- 
wich, which will provide a mod- 
el for improvements in urban 
living. 

“We must deal with educa- 
tion, transport, crime preven- 
tion, jobs, bousing and the 
whole range of issues which 
combine to bring to life attrac- 
tive, vibrant communities,” he 
told the Scarborough delegates. 

“We cann ot deal with prob- 
lems in deprived areas by deal- 
ing with housing, education, 
crime, or jobs in isolation. 

“Gordon Brown will be 
working with myself and other 
ministers to draw together pro- 


grammes to turn round some of 
our most difficult housing areas. 
We are looking at... estates hit 
by a whole mixture of problems. 

“This will be an imaginative 
attempt to tackle the root caus- 
es of poverty, rather than just 
tinkering with the symptoms... 
this [is a] New Deal for Whole 
Communities." 

Tony Blair, who will address 
the conference tomorrow, with 
a night’s break to get over his 
Washington jet-lag - is expect- 
ed to return to the issue of 
sleaze and corruption in local 
government; leaving no doubt 
about his determination to 
crack down on dubious town 
hall practices that give the par- 
ty a bad name. 
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Seal of approval: John Prescott breaks from the local government 


conference to visit Scarborough Sea Life Centre Photograph: Tony 
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Conservatives are 
anti-Semitic racists, 
sa/s veteran wet 


Tory bigotry came under severe 
attack yesterday from a former 
Conservative MP, Sir Julian 
Critchley, who told the Oldie 
magazine that while many mem- 
bers were anti-Semitic, many 
more were prejudiced against 
other racial groups. 

Sir Julian, who has been a 
bale noire of the Conservative 
Party over many years, was MP 
for Aldershot until last year, 
when he retired after a long ill- 
ness. 

In his Oldie interview, be 
said: “The Tory Party shows 
every sign of becoming a right- 
wing rump, obscurantist and ua- 



tchley on the Tories: 

and large, most of them are 
unattractive I wonder I. 
ied with them as tong as I 
... -rf I were forced to 
iose between Blair and 
rue. I would choose Blair 


They are not 
ily anti-Semitic, simply 
it is not a big issue, but 

atch them you will find 

ay of .them are anti- 

y are certainly anti- 
y and large, most- of 

■ so unattractive I won- 


der that I stayed with them as 
long as I did.” 

Nevertheless, in spite of his 
long-standing and well-publi- 
cised antipathy towards the es- 
tate agents and car-dealers who 
took over the parliamentary 
party during the Thatcher years, 
Sir Julian remained a 
Conservative. 

As for the Prime Minister, 
Sir Julian says: “He has dragged 
the Labour Party kicking and 
screaming into the last part of 
the 20th centuty, or perhaps into 
the 21st, and that is no mean 
achievement 

“He has helped to destroy 
Marxist Socialism, which of 
course was the bane of Labour, 
and he appears to have helped 
to shore up the monarchy when 
it was in danger.” 

He added: “To be honest I 
think Blair is a very good thing, 
and if I were forced to choose 
between Blair and Hague, 1 
would choose Blair.” 

Reflecting the old guard, 
patrician snobbery that persists 
in the Conservative ranks, Sir Ju- 
lian said of the Thatcherite 
generation: -There were a tot of 
them. They were very ob- 
streperous and you could make 
fun of them on toe grounds that 

they were the sort of people who 

ate peas off their kmves.lt was 
quite deliberate satire which l 
used against certain people, for 
example. Tebbit, whom I dislike 
intensely. In my view, 
age man who is foil of hatred. 

“One way of prickins 

bubble of Thatcherism -and by 
God she had enough syco- 
phants around her -was to pre- 
tend that they were all as 

common as muck, which would 

annoy them intensely- 

— Anthony Bevrns 
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coupon. 

• 9.99% APR* introductory rate 
when you transfer the balance from 
your e-risting cards 

• Earn savings on your Liverpool 
Victoria motor, home or travel 
insurance 

• No annual fee 

• It pays you interest when you use 

it as a savings card! 


and a 9.99% rpr 
introductory rate 





Lines open 8.00am -S.OOpm Monday ro Friday, 8.00am -4.00pm Saturday 


* We reserve the rights) m^oryari\tei«[odix^ 
transfer balance rate from time to time, but t fewflnot 
affect the rate applicable to balances already transferred 
at the tffne o( any withdrawal or vartebon. 9.9% APR for 
3 months for balance transfers (this offer is for 6 months 
3 you are an existing Liverpool Vfctori^rizzel custdmeri. 
All rates correct at time of gang to press. A farcing 
charge of 3 .5* of the amount of any cash advance will 
bedet^tolfoaceountsiJl^toarninBiwmofIl.50. 
This amount ts included wittih the transactor total on the 
staement. APR ftr Cash Advances 20.1%. APR for 
Purchases ib£% (1-45* monthly interest rate). Merest 
rates are variable. YbumustpayatleastSfcoMte 
outstanding amount on your moaUrtyrtatenait or £5 lor 
the ful amount tf less than £51 A FREE written Quotation 
eavateUe on rattiest You mast be aged 18 or over. The 
Liverpool Victoria Cretfi Card is issued by Frhzefl Bank 
Lhtad. Coirty Gates House, 300 Poole Road, Bounemcuti 

BH1 3 NQ, and “UwpoolWclBriaCfBtfit Card's a tradBig 
name of Frizzel Bank tinted. 


_*< 


CALL 0800 134 134 FREE 


Please quote 
To help us continually improve Customer 

phone for details, or post the coupon to: Liverpool Victoria Credit Card, FREEPOST, 
Frizzell House, County Gates, Bournemouth BH1 2NF. No stamp required. 

Please send me full details of the new Liverpool Victoria photo Credit Card, without obligation. 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms 


Initials/ Surname 


Address 


reference: BBNJ 

Service, calls may be monitored or recorded. 


Liverpool* 

Victorians** 

The benefits are mutual 


Postcode 


Telephone No. 
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Liverpool Victoria is the UK’s largest Friendly Society managing assets of over £3.8 billion. 
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Cancer patients 
'too polite’ to ask 
for best treatment 


Cancer patients are dying of 
politeness, according to the 
Patients Association. Jeremy 
Laurence, Health Editor, asks if they 
need to get angry to get better. 

In cancer, reticence can be a death sentence 
and good manners can delay recovery. 
Patients who press for the best treatments 
and don't take “ao” for an answer have a 
better chance of survival. 

Cathy Gritzner, chief executive of the 
Patients' Association, told the International 
Congress on Anti -Cancer Treatment in 
Paris yesterday: “Patients, in particular 
women, are dying of politeness. 

“People with cancer should take the lead 
in ensuring they have access to the very best 
care available by becoming more knowl- 
edgeable and demanding about their treat- 
ment-” 

“We have a lot to learn from the Amer- 
icans. We should be more assertive, saying 
to doctors 'tell me what this treatment is, 
and what are the alternatives?’ 

“Dearly it is a dilemma if some treat- 
ments [such as expensive drugs] are not 
funded [by health authorities} but I think 
patients need to know that rather than being 
kept in ignorance.” 

The conference heard that the UK's can- 
cer survival record was worse than many 
other European countries and the United 


States. Ms Gritzner said the “yes, doctor” 
syndrome was one reason. 

“It is because patients are not aware of 
what is available, what their choices are, 
where they can go for the best treatment,” 
she said. The Patients' Association plans 
to work more closely with other medical ' 
charities and doctors to champion patients' 
rights, she added. 

Research suggests that patients diag- 
nosed with cancer differ in their coping 
strategies. Some take it in their stride while 
others react with hopelessness. Some stud- 
ies have shown that patients with “fighting 
spirit" tend to do better but the term needs 
careful interpretation. It is a positive this- 
disease-can-be-licked response not a des- 
perate, frightened, try-anything one. 
Evidence suggests that people who believe 
they are able to overcome their disease can 
tolerate higher doses of chemotherapy. 

One of the commonest complaints of 
women with breast cancer is how their fear 
of the disease taking over their bodies was 
compounded by the way the medical sys- 
tem took over their lives. 

Debbie HoweQs, wile ofTottenham Hot- 
spur soccer player, David Howells, told the 
conference of her battle against ovarian can- 
cer and urged other patients not to take 
everything doctors told them as gospel. 

Ms Howells, 29, said: "I was lucky be- 
cause I was asked to take part in a clinical 
trial at the Royal Marsden and received die 
best treatment.” 



Evans claims victory 
in breakfast war 


In tune: Zoe Ball and Chris Evans at the Q Music Awards last year 


Photograph: DM 


Virgin Radio was claiming 
victory in the breakfast show 
ratings war yesterday after of- 
ficial listening figures showed 
Chris Evans had added dou- 
ble the number of new listen- 
ers to bis show as Zoe Ball has 
added to Radio 1. 

Evans, who bought Virgin 
Radio from Richard Branson 
in November for £84m, boost- 
ed his audience by 660,000 to 
2.2m. Meanwhile, Radio 1 
was able to claim that it re- 
mains the number one break- 
fast show, with an extra 
280,000 listeners, taking Zoe 
Ball and partner Kevin Green- 
ing to an average audience of 
just under six milli on listeners. 

However the news is not as 
good as it seems for ihe BBC- 
The two stations started their 
shows on the same day three 
months ago and at first the 
Ball-Greening pairing made 
the most impact According to 
leaked unofficial figures. Ra- 
dio I outstripped Evans with 
an extra 750,000 listeners in 
October. Either that was a sta- 
tistical blip or the listeners 
didn't like what they heard be- 
cause the unofficial figures 
show a half-million audience 
drop in November. 

On the other hand. Evans's 
show has picked up listeners 
every month and over the 
quarter, it represents a startling 


rryis is Wr 
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41 per cent increase. Evans’s 
audience jump is so big it has 
enabled the whole of Virgin 
Radio to increase its audience 
by 23 per cent. 

John Pearson. Virgin Ra- 
dio’s chief executive said yes- 
terday that the result was 
“tremendous" and hinted that 
the station would be cam- 
paigning to transfer its fre- 
quency from AM to FM 
nationwide. 

Radio 1 was emphasising 
that it had increased the num- 
ber of young listeners tuning 
in and said Zoe Ball had 
reversed its decline. 

— Paul McCann 


Japanese cars made in UK are less reliable than imports, survey shows 


There are huge differences between the re- 
liability of some Japanese cars built in 
Britain and imports from Japan, according 
to a survey released yesterday. 

An analysis of the maintenance records 
of 88,000 vehicles leased by the Lex Ser- 
vice group to hundreds of companies also 
showed that in a year there were nearly 25 
mechanical breakdowns per hundred cars. 
That compares with a figure last year of 20. 


Most surprisingly, cars made by Toyota 
and Nissan were found to have differing 
rates of reliability between home-made and 
imported models The 700 Carina Es on the 
fleet built at Toyota's Burnastan plant in 
Derbyshire last year suffered 23 breakdowns 
per 100 vehicles compared with 5.8 for the 
imported Corolla model. 

On average, Tbyota recorded a reliability 
rate of 16.4. However, the company chal- 


lenged the results. Tbyota yesterday pledged 
to launch an investigation into quality stan- 
dards at its Burnaslon plant where the new 
Avensis model is made. Sources close to 
the company also said the Lex results may 
have been unduly affected by a batch of 
faulty spark plugs last year. 

Garel Rhys, motor industry professor at 
Cardiff University, said that the vety high 
standards demanded by the Japanese pub- 


lic may account for the much of the dif- 
ference. “Historically, Japan has had the 
best-quality components and production 
methods,” he said. 

Nissan was also hit bard by the results. 
The Prime ras produced at Sunderland had 
a breakdown rale of 23 per 10D cars. This 
compared badly with Nissan’s imported 
Almera, which suffered only 1.1 breakdowns 
per 100 vehicles. A spokesman for Nissan 


said that its own research showed that the 
Primera breakdown rate was in fact only 
one-fifth that of the survey’s. 

Mitsubishi turned out to be the most re- 
liable manufacturer - recording only 5.8 
breakdowns per 100 vehicles. Citroen 
proved to be the worst - with a figure of 44. 

According to the research, Mercedes’ 
latest C-Class is less reliable than the mod- 
el it replaced, the 190, which showed only 


one breakdown per 100 vehicles. Experts 
say this is not unusual. “With a car that is 
a few years old if is always being refined. 
With a newer car there are always little 
things that gradually get put right," said Bob 
Procter, the RAC's technical service 


engineer. 


— Randeep Ramesh, 
Transport Correspondent 
Toyota cuts costs, page 20 
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The Independent aid Independent on Sunday in association with Terence Conran are 
delighted to offer readers the opportunity to enjoy lunch or early evening supper at • 
- six of London’s top restaurants throughout January and February for £K> 
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qUACLINO'S 


ZINC 

BAR* GRILL 



Bluebird 


THE INDl&ENDENT INDEPENDENT j 

Valid between Saturday February 7th and Friday February Uch J 


] 


Name- 


Address- 


ThK voucher onddes die holder and all members of their booking to 
j .p i i rifu n. in The fcHkpemtenrfConran ftamu m w £M kandioHar 


From Monday January 5th until Saturday February 28th, the (blowing 
establishments are offering readers a two course lunch or early evening supper for 

just £10 per person. 

How to Book 

To participate m the offer simply collect one token (tokens will be printed every day until Sat- 
urday February 28th) and then telephone the restaurant of your choice quoting yourself as an 
Independent diner. On your arrival at the restaurant you should present your token in order 
to qualify for the offer. Each token is valid for a complete table booking. The tokens will be 
valid for one week only, and will be dated accordingly. To continue to participate in the offer; 
simply collect a token from the week in which you wish to dine. Pre-booking is essential and 

all bookings are subject to availability. 

A special discount is available on selected items in the Bluebird and Le Print de la Tour shops 

on presentation of the token. 
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The IndepibndiMit offer is available at 
the following restaurants; n " 

Bluebird 350^1^ Road: Uaxfen. SW35UU ' \ 

0171 5S9 I00() • :* ' Y/* - 

lunch »2nocf> e&fy evening supper 6pm -7pm 

Blue Print Caf6 The Design Mu9eurn,:28 Shad Thames. 
London. SE I 2YE-;. *• 

0171 378 7031 • 

. Lunch IZnooo -'3p^'e^ evening supper 6pm -7pm* 

Le Pont de 1^ tour Bar & Grill 36d Shad Thames. 
London, SE1 2YE ■ 

0171 403 8403 • • • V " . 

Lunch I2noon - 3pm, early evening supper 6pm -7pm 

Mezzo 100 Wardour Street, London; WIV3LE 
,0171,3 K400O / f : _/ • ; : 

Lundi 1 2 noon : - 3pm, early evening supper 6pm - 7pm 
dceecf Saturday lunchtime, open Sunday \ 2pm - 4pm 

Quaglinots 16 Bury Street St jama’s,- London. SWlY 
6AL • ; ' 

0171930 6767 . 

Lundv. 1 2noon - 3 pm, early evening supper 5. 30pm - 
630pm . i ' 

Zinc Bar & Grill 21 Heddon Street. London. WiR 7LF 
0171 255 8899 v y • 

The special 3 course menu is available between l2nboriand 
7pm ' 

between Monday and Wednesday, the- offer is attended until 
. I I pm* 

The offer is available 7 days a week at all six restaurants 

■ Gored from bpm on Sunday Offer not available after 6pm 0 " 

February J4 


Admit it, the fact a Polo costs as little 
as £8 >265 takes some digesting. 


That £8,265 is on the road and includes delicacies like electrically heated and adjustable door mirrors, height-adjustable 
steering column and stereo radio/cassette. Optional extras? Any number. And all at prices easy to stomach. 

Surprisingly ordinary prices 
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Ghosts of Brecht’s women 
a y claim to his plays 


£ 


ssssrr— • 

country's ***«££?• 

c.T™ t ^ arebein * ma ««iby 
claims that Bertolt Brechtt pU„ 

were really the work of his 
unstresses. Ghosts are being 
awakened, reports Imre KrJL 
from Bonn. 

^LS™ n y. U de ai Its revolutionary 
playwright lies m a Beriin ceraeterv 
^ by a stake driven 
Bertolt Brest's Dracula-sty^end-off, at 
^ own behest because of hTES* 
2*2? *^“8 buried alive, was 

W0IterB ’ “ 
ghosts of the women upon 
h fC f t£d return 10 haunt the 
* bCgmmnS — 

Next Tbesday marks the 100th birthday 
of Gemmny-s greatest modern dramatist. 
Celebrations are in full swing, theatres are 
austmg off scripts unrehearsed for decades. 
Lettere are unearthed purporting to prove 
that Brecht was not half as dedicated a 
Communist as previously thought And, just 
as rehabilitation is at hand, along comes a 
party pooper from the United Stales claim- 
ing that most of the plays attributed to 
Brecht were in fact written by the author's 
doting concubines. 

It bas always been beyond dispute that 
the Marxist icon tyrannised women, drove 
them to suicide and forced them to 
abort his children. But only now is it 
emerging that Brecht exploited the 
spirit of his companions, too. harnessing 
their creative energies to the glory of his 
name. 

According to John Fuegi, an American 
* / scholar, Brecht's women penned most of 
the words in such hits as The Threepenny 
Opera md The Caucasian Otalk Circle. The 
Brecbt collective, Mr Fuegi argues, was in 
reality a capitalist' enterprise. Brecht was 
the master, and his women the assembly 
line workers who toiled night and day, ex- 
pecting nothing m exchange but sexual grat- 
ification from a spindly little man afflicted 
with a rasping voice and a serious hygiene 
problem. 

Mr Foegf s first attempt to explode the 
Brecht myth, in a book published in the US 
in 1994, wasdenounced by the German lit- 
erary establishment. The Internationa] 
Brecht Society, of which he was a found- 
ing member, spotted 600 errors in his work. 



A scene from the 1931 film of The Threepenny Opera, and a programme 
leaflet. It is claimed Elisabeth Hauptmann wrote most of the play 


n 


a 


© 


and drummed him out from its midst. The 
author has spent the last three years re- 
moving the howlers with the help of a Ger- 
man expert. The result is an improved 
German edition entitled Brecht & Co, for- 
tified with testimonies fr om witnesses and 
buttressed by more than 1,000 footnotes. 
It has just been published, in time for the 
centenary. 

Brecht’s most important muse, Mr Fue- 
gi states, was Elisabeth Hauptmann, cred- 
ited by the playwright with the translation 
of John Gays The Beggar's Opera. But 
Hauptmann, a literary editor, in fact 
wrote **80 to 90 per cent” of the “Brecht” 
ada pt ation — The Threepenny Opera - 
which catapulted him to fame. She became 
Brecht’s life-long mistress, accompanying 
the writer to exile in Denmark, Russia, and 
the US. 

Hauptmann was to co-author many oth- 
er “Brecht” plays, without ever appearing 
on the cover of any of them. Her niece and 
legal heir is now suing the publishers for 
back-dated royalties which, according to 
Mr Fuegi, might run into “seven or eight 
figures”. 

Margarete Steffin. a writer who Brecht 
bedded in 1931, is thought to have been the 
inspiration behind Galileo and The Good 
Woman ofSetzuan. She accompanied the 
entourage to Moscow, where she died en 
mute to the United States in 1941. 

Finally, Mr Fuegi cites the influence of 
Ruth Beriau, a Danish stage director, who 
joined the Brecbt coterie in 1933 and fol- 


Victory for Spain’s lusty roadside bulls 


O 


Spain's Supreme Court, has 
finally granted a definitive 
reprieve for the Osborne bulls 
- those vast steel Spanish branefy 
adverts that bestride the coun- 
try and have become one of its 
most potent images. 

The announcement brings 
to a happy conclusion a nine- 
year campaign to defend an icon 
of almost mythical significance. 
The bulls “have superseded 
their original function as a com- 
mercial trademark, to become 
an integral and decorative part 
of the national landscape”, stud 
the Supreme Court. 

Osborne blacked out its name 
and product from the bulls’’ 
flanks in 1989 when a Motor- 
ways Law killed off roadsde 
advertising, but the po-faced so- 


cialist transport minister tossed 
the concession aside and said 
the bulls themselves must go. 

The government then tram- 
pled underfoot a massive “save 
the bulls” campaign and fined 
the company £5,000 in 1994 for 
leaving the bulls still standing. 
But the final decision was left 
to the Supreme Court. 

Numerous artists out of sol- 
idarity collaborated in a lavish 
celebratory coffee-table book. 
A Big Black Bull', an American 
photographer crisscrossed the 
country for three years snapping 
the remaining 97 of the origi- 
nal 500 examples of the world’s 
best-known taurean image, and 
an exhibition wowed Madrid’s 
smart Fine Arts.CircIe. 

The bull-shaped steel hoard- 



Famous silhouette: The 
Osborne bull 

ings enjoy a reputation for con- 
ferring virile powers, and are 
legendary nocturnal rendezvous 
for young couples who lie in the 


moonlit shadows of the vast, er, 
silhouette. 

Such an amorous encounter 
was immortalised in Bigas 
Luna's hit film Jamon Jamon in 
which, after the breakdown of 
the relationship, the young hero 
returns to the scene and strikes 
the steel beast's gigantic testi- 
cles with a stick until they crash 
to the ground - an unforgettable 
image of rage and impotence. 

This must have been what the 
Supreme Court had in mind 
when it decided: “Aesthetic and 
cultural interests must prevail 
in deciding that the bulls be pre- 
served... the image has en- 
tered the European 
consciousness as covert and 
subliminal advertising.” 

— Elizabeth Nash, Madrid 
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Nine dead in 
Sri Lanka 
suicide blast 

At least nine people were killed 
yesterday when a female suicide 
bomber detonated explosives 
strapped to her body at a mili- 
tary checkpoint in Sri Lanka’s 
capital Colombo, police and wit- 
nesses said. 

The explosion happened 
only hours after the Prince of 
Wales left the island, following 
a four-day visit to mark Sri Lan- 
ka's 50th independence an- 
niversary. Government forces 
had been on high alert for at- 
tacks by Thmfl Tiger rebels dur- 
ing the anniversary festivities. 

A senior police official at the 

blast site said the dead includ- 
ed three civilians, one of whom 
was the bomber, who detonat- 
ed the explosives after being 
asked to step out of a van at the 
checkpoint 

The force of the explosion 
scattered body parte over a 
wide area. Sand bags stacked 
around the check post were 
splattered with blood. The nine 
dead included two soldiers and 
three airmen. Officials had 
originally put the toll at seven, 
but increased the figure after 
recovering body parts. 

— Reuters, Colombo 


lowed him all the way to East Berlin. 
While she was not roped into writing, 
Berlau's ideas came to the fore in pro- 
duction, an important dimension to the 
Brecht experience. 

In all this time Brecht also had a wife, 
Helene Weigel, 'who was to become the cus- 
todian of the Brecbt archives after her hus- 
band's death, as well as the head of the 
Berliner Ensemble, the theatre in East 
Berlin founded by Brecbt and dedicated to 
his oeuvre. TWo other members of the ex- 
tended family, Paula Banholzer and Mar- 
ianne Zoff, took care (hat the playwright's 
genes were propagated, but are believed 
to have contributed little to his literary 
legacy. 

fa this elective, says Mr Fuegi, were bom 
some of the century’s greatest plays. Brecht 
was fall of ideas, but he did not have the at- 
tention span to cany them through- He would 
start the women out on a theme, and they 
would come back with a complete dialogue. 
The creative tension in the workshop 
stemmed from Brecht's manipulative skills; 
mutual jealousy kept the employees on their 
toes. 

For all his progressive ideas, Brecht was 
old-fashiooed in sexual politics. Relations 
between the genders, he declared, was a 
contract in which “the man can demand a 
tremendous amount and the woman must 
give a tremendous amount". He got away 
with it perhaps because, as his daughter re- 
called later, “he could charm the birds off 
the trees”. 



life of drama: Brecht, and fas wife, Helene Weigel, at the May Day demonstration hi Berlin in 1954. Pr^anrtKMefor dK 
100th anniversary of Brechtis birth are in full swing, but a US scholar has dampened the fun Photograph: Huhon Getry/AKG 


That leaves Mr Fuegi having to rely on 
scraps of documents and hearsay, because 
the down-trodden proletariat of Brecht & 
Co never complained. Critics have, there- 
fore, been able to charge that his book is 
“fuelled by hatred”, though they can no 
longer fault his scholarship. Mr Fuegi, the 
son of a Swiss waiter at the Savoy, has spent 


33 years ploughing through the Brecbt 
archives. But that stm makes him an in- 
terloper in the eyes of German literary cir- 
cles -whom Mr Biegi likens to the Mafia 
- and a threat to the earnings of Sufakamp - 
Verlag, the Frankfurt-based publisher 
which bolds Brecht’s global copyright. 

Some German academics are now 


willing to concede that Mr Fuegi may have 
a point, but not Suhrkamp. As the com- 
pany’s chief, Siegfried Unseld, recently 
proclaimed: “Brechr's works stem from no 
one else but BrechL” But it has been not- 
ed that Hauptmann's name, at leasL has 
surfaced on the cover of some of the lat- 
est reprints. 



Saga Price Promise For 
New Customers 
If you find another comparable 
policy at a lower price within 
2 months of taking out Saga 
Home Insurance, we will refund 
you the difference. 
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Saga’s got it covered 

If you are aged 50 or over, you could protect your home 

and contents for less with Saga Home Insurance. 

Saga Home Insurance can offer 
you genuine savings over other 
policies while giving you cover 
that fully protects your home 
and possessions. Combined with 
first rate claims and 
customer service, it is no 
wonder that more than 350,000 
people insure their homes with 
us. 

Call us FREE today. 

For a free no obligation quote 
simply call us with all relevant 
details, on the number below. 

0800 
414 525 

Quoting reference ID2802 


Insurance cover is 
comprehensive and low 
cost 

FREE 24 hour domestic 
emergency and legal 
helplines 

FREE pen with your 
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The Blair holiday snaps: Cherie’s record of her US trip with Tony — February ’98 



Bill and Hillary greeting us at the White House as 
Tony and I arrive for dinner on Thursday Photographs: AP 





Tony talking with Edward Kennedy at o breakfast In 
Blair House In Washington — don't they look handsome®^", : 



Elton John h '-ts r ust the right note, as always, entertaining 
everyone at hs state dinner held in our honour Just look at those frocks. This is Tony (left), me, Bill and Hillary posing for photographs after we arrived for darner 


A terrific reception for Tony and Bill from the students of 
Montgomery Blair High School in Silver Springs 



Oob... my shoesfH/ffoiy and mein fte Grand Foyer for the welcome ceremony Tony and Bill at a tally - they always do see eye to eye Photograph: EPA/AFP Oh deai; it's that AAonJco Lewinsky, with her stepmother; moviiq* quickly on 
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British stiff upper lip trembles at the Tony and Bill love-in 


The Blairs and the Clintons 
reinvented the ‘special 
relationship’ this week with a 
love-fest in Washington. The 
Prime Minister said he wanted to 
see an end to ‘quaint; old- 
fashioned’ Britain, a nation of 
bowler hats and stiff upper lips. 
Mary Dejevsky reports. 


Effusive in his thanks for the warmth of 
Bill's welcome, Tony drummed home how 
“proud - he was to have Bill “not only as 


a colleague but as a friend. Bill spoke of 
“comradeship and partnership’', of shared 
visions and shared aims. In summit mode, 
they quoted FDR and Churchill. In mu- 
tual support mode. Bill said Tony was “so 
wise and so right”. 

And, like teenagers, they joshed about 
it. Did Bill appreciate Tony’s compli- 
ments? “Of course not,” he laughed at the 
dosing press conference. “He should have 
come here and dumped all over me.” 

The lighthearted atmosphere of infor- 
mality was most marked at Thursday's 
White House banquet, where 240 guests 
- the largest number at any White House 
banquet since Mr Clinton came to office 


- donned dinner jackets and ballgowns for 
a relaxed and almost informal occasion be- 
neath the chandeliers of the East Room. 

The guests spanned the worlds of 
showbusiness - Barbara Streisand, Tom 
Hanks and Harrison Ford - politics and 
punditry, with a laiger-than-usual contin- 
gent of journalists: from star television an- 
chor Peter Jennings and socialite editor, 
John Kennedy J nr. who memorably scold- 
ed his relatives in print as “poster-bays for 
bad behaviour" to the trio of British edi- 
tors in New York, Tina Brown, Anna' Win- 
tour and Uz Tilberis. “It's a bit like a 
wedding party,” Elton John told reporters. 
“Like the wildest wedding” he had been 


to, said Tom Hanks: “good band, good 
food” 

With tables settings and candle clusters 
chosen personally by Hillary Clinton in the 
first hostess role she has often shunned the 
guests sat down to a menu described as 
“new American” - lean and fresh but com- 
bining an improbable range of flavours. The 
cntertainmcatcamc from Elton John and 
Stevie Wonder - with a knighlhood for 
British-born American entertainer Bob 
Hope announced in advance as a bridge 
between the generations. 

But it was in the toasts that the new- 
style Special Relationship came into its own. 
They could joke about history: Mr Clin- 


ton about a special relationship that began 
with “slashing and burning” in 1785; Mr 
Blair about the briefing paper for White 
House staff which told them how to pro- 
nounce his name and ticked “yes” against 
the question: “English-speaking?”. 

Mr Blairiook the opportunity to do a 
hard sell on his “new” nation. “For years 
we were known more for what we once 
were than what we could be. For years wc 
were content to rest on former glories, 
rather than the self-confidence of present 
day achievement, 

“I know what many used to think of us: 
we were quaint, a little old-fashioned - a 
country of pageantry and ceremony and stiff 


upper lips.” Now, he said, “Britain is a na- 
tion unafraid of change - confident, 
looking forward.” 

The two leaders had been mobbed like 
at a suburban school that had ties with a 
school in Bristol. Mr Blair dispensed with 
his prepared script to talk of the limitless 
opportunities for the next generation. Mr 
Clinton reminisced about visiting Bristol 
during bis spell at Oxford as a Rhodes 
scholar. 

The wives, by Qierie’s choice it was said, 
remained in the background, low-key pro- 
fessionals shunning the reflected hmehgbt 
of their husbands, except to sparkle as 
gold-clad ornaments at the banquet. _• 
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Trust in God: Women at prayer m a Baghdad mosque yesterday. Many of Iraq’s neighbours fear that an attack by the West could lead to Iraq's break-up Photograph: Enric Maro/AP 

Force would stir Middle East cauldron 


v 


A war against Saddam 
Hussein is more possible 
than at any time in the 
last seven years. Britain 
and the United States 
are keen to turn up the 
pressure and dearly will 
not shrink from military 
action. But such action 
does not just have 
implications for Saddam 
Hussein, argues Steve 
Crawshow, recently in the 
Gulf. 


It is tbeartofcBptofeacy: pre- 
teridihat fya^body agrees with 
you, ev en when they manifestly 
do dol Thus it was with Robin 
Cook in the Gulf this week. 


Even though France and Rus- 
sia have repeatedly made clear 
their deep opposition to military 
action, Mr Cook was keen to im- 
ply that everybody is on board. 

His standard line emphasises 
the fact that Britain is “leaving 
no diplomatic avenue unex- 
plored". But if all else falls, he 
has repeatedly insisted, then 
blame will lie entirely with 
Saddam Hussein. 

Mr Cook argued: “If we walk 

away from this and leave Sad- 
dam Hussein in possession of 
these weapons that could wipe 
out whole cities, then the 
prospect of war hr the region is 
much greater than if we do use 
mffitary force on this occasion.” 

On the one hand, it can all be 
seen as mere grandstanding by 
a superpower and an ex-super- 
power who both want to demon- 


strate their macho qualities. It 
is unfortunate that the United 
States is upping the ante against 
Saddam Hussein at a time when 
the US President has so many 
obvious reasons for wishing the 
spotlight to swing away from his 
personal life. 

Britain is not merely Wash- 
ington’s poodle on this point. 
Standing up for principles is not 
merely a childish thing that 
grown-up countries learn to 
put away. France, Russia and 
China all have a mixture of com- 
mercial and political reasons for 
wishing to lay off Baghdad. 
Fear of bloodshed has less to do 
with it than wanting to stay on 
good terms with the regime. 
Britons still fed ashamed of ac- 
tions by Neville Chamberlain 
that came as such a relief at the 
time; “peace in our tune” is not 


necessarily something to be 
proud of. Thai is doubly true if 
the threat of force persuades a 
tyrant to back down. 

Nevertheless, the conse- 
quences of military action ag ains t 
Iraq go well beyond reducing the 
threat of chemical and biologi- 
cal warfare being loosed upon 
the world. If Saddam Hussein is 
humiliated militarily, then that 
could spell an end to the Saddam 
regime. So far, so good. But, if 
the Saddam regime begins to 
crumble, then the chances of an 
uprising are high. 

Iraq is, in the words of Robin 
Cook, a “lively coalition of dif- 
ferent groups - the Kurds, the 
marsh Arabs and so forth”. If 
those very disparate groups 
rebel, question marks hang 
over the survival of Iraq itself. 
And that is a prospect which fills 


Iraq’s neighbours with horror. 

Diplomats in Riyadh note the 
“growing sympathy" among 
Saudis for their Traqi neigh- 
bours. Worries about Iraqi civil- 
ian suffering arc real. None the 
less, the Saudis were as on-mes- 
sage as could have been hoped 
for. with a Cookian phrase about 
how Saddam must understand 
that if things go wrong, be will be 
the author of hi; own destruction. 

For the Saudis and for oth- 
ers in the region, the potential 
disintegration of Iraq is a high- 
er price to pay than the con- 
tinuance in power of Saddam 
Hussein. Mr Cook, when ad- 
dressing the same problem, 
sounded almost insouciant, He 
noted: “If Saddam were to be 
seriously undermined - in a way 
which we would welcome - 
there could be consequences in 


terras of the break-up of Iraq. 
They (Arab leaders] don’t want 
to see that happen." 

In London or Was hingt on, 
the bringing to heel of a dicta- 
tor seems a laudable aim. Among 
Iraq’s neighbours, however, the 
destabilising implications are 
high on the agenda. It is an im- 
portant divide. If this week’s 
diplomatic huffing and puffing is 
successful, then Sadda m wil l 

dimb down off his pedestal with- 
out any mili tary action. But if 

push comes to militaiy shove, the 

knock-on effects will be enor- 
mous. The paradox remains: far 
some, Iraq rated by a despot is 
the lesser evD, compared with a 
chaotic Iraq suffering from a vac- 
uum of power, ^hnting to be rid 
of Saddam is logical; but being 
worried about an Iraq without 
Saddam is logical, too. 
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Calf breajks for freedom 

German police said they used an automatic weapon to shoot 
a calf that fled from an abattoir in an escape attempt ttat 
contrasts starkly with the happy ending of British brars Batdi 
Cassidy and the Sundance Pig. The calf absconded after be- 
ing delivered to aislaughterhouse in RjWa; fottntialGer- 
many. Apolice spokesman said it seized its opportunity and 
fled, rannfagfor several miles across fields and gettingdose 
to a railway line and a main road before teingki^^^ 
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Republicans 
heal the rift 
in Australia 


Australia’s constitutional 
convention was nearly 
derailed by battles 
between the various 
republican groups. But 
Robert M iWken in Sydney 
says a consensus is now 
emerging over how to 
replace the Queen. 


After a week of acrimonious do- 
bate, the Constitutional Con- 
vention reached its halfway 
point yesterday, apparently 
heading for a compromise on 
the question of an alternative 
head of state. 

The sticking point has not 
been the monarchists, who 
comprise less than half the del- 
egates to the convention m the 
capital, Canberra. 

They have vowed to vote 
against any republican model, 
however ‘‘minimalist’' its pro- 
posed changes to the 1901 con- 
stitution that has a monarch at 
its centre. 

The biggest division has 
been among the Republicans 
themselves, over the question of 
whether the head of state 
should be elected directly, or by 
both houses of parliament 

At one point, several re- 
publicans - mainl y from West- 
ern Australia, Queensland and 
the Northern Territory- threat- 
ened to join the monarchists at 
the convention's final vote next 
week, unless their fellow re- 
publicans agreed to the direct 
election formula. 

Their target was the Aus- 
tralian Republican Movement, 
the biggest republican lobby 
group, led by Malcolm TumbuQ. 
a Sydney lawyer and merchant 
banker. 

They accused Mr TUrubull's 
group of Elitism owing to its in- 
sistence that parliament must 
choose the head of state. 

“We've had a gutful of the 
Turnbull model being rammed 
down our throats,” declared 
Shane Stone, chief minister of 
the Northern Territory. 

Mr Turnbull’s group argues 
that a directly elected president 


could become a rival power to 
the prune minister in Aus- 
tralia's Westminster-styie demo- 
cracy. 

Late yesterday, both repub- 
lican factions appeared to have 
kissed and made up. 

There is talk of two possible 
compromises. One would allow 
Australians to nominate choic- 
es for the head of state in a 
plebiscite, after which parlia- 
ment would make the final 
decision. 

The other compromise en- 
visages a council of “eminent 
Australians”, which could ap- 
point and also dismiss the head 
of state on the advice of the 
prime minister. 

This latter plan would be the 
driest and most “ minimal" 
change of alL John Howard, the 
Prime Minister, an opponent of 
constitutional change, on 
Thursday called it the “least 
worst” republican model. 

Mr Howard has promised to 
put whatever model the con- 
vention agrees on to a referen- 
dum next year, with a deadline 
of January 2001 for the intro- 
duction of a republic if that 
proves to be the outcome of the 
referendum. 

Mr Howard has been a po- 
litical loser at the convention. 
One by one, several ministers in 
his right-of centre Liberal Par- 
ty government have come out 
in favour of a republic, includ- 
ing his most senior colleague; 
Peter Costello, the Treasurer (fi- 
nance minister). Another 
prominent Liberal, Tony Ab- 
bott, a former leader of the 
monarchist camp, switched 
sides during the week. 

Newspapers have portrayed 
Mr Howard as isolated, with 
photographs of him sitting 
glumly on the front bench 
of the old Parliament House, 
where the convention is being 
held. 

The convention seems to 
have fired Australia's imagina- 
tion. Delegates have been 
flooded with messages from 
around the country urging them 
to vote one way or the other 
when the convention ends 
next Friday. • 



Test case: Chat-show host Oprah Winfrey, whose comments about mad cow disease have landed her in court in Texas facing a lawsuit of nearly 17m Photograph: Eric Gray/A P 

Why Amarillo’s cowboys are not all mad at Oprah 


Oprah Winfrey’s beef, 
trial in Amarillo 
conjures up images of 
angry cowboys circling 
the courthouse waiting 
to lasso her and drag 
her through the streets. 
But David Usbome finds 
most Texas ranchers 
ride Dodge foun-by-fours 
these days, not horses. 
And not all of them 
want Oprah to lose. 


Each spring, cattleman Jerry 
Curtis spends a week doing 
what most of us still under- 
stand to be ranching. Al a 
friend's spread in New Mexi- 
co, he and his wife, Donna, ride 
homes, round up sleets and 
wrestle them down for brand- 


ing. But they go for fun. As a 
living, he laughs, the place 
“don’t pay worth a toot". 

What does pay a toot, for 
sure, is his own cattle-raising 
business here in the panhandle 
of Tfrtas. On about 160 acres - 
just outside Hereford, in Deaf 
Smith County - Mr Curtis 
runs Beef-Tech. This is a feed- 
ing-station where young ani- 
mals spend their last months 
being fattened before being 
shipped off for slaughter. 

Tb grasp the sheer intensi- 
ty of Mr Curtis's operation, you 
have only to glance across his 
property. It is a checkerboard 
of iron-fenced pens, each one 
seething with rump and for. On 
a relatively small acreage, there 
are no fewer than 18,500 he3d 
of cattle. Squint a little, and you 
can imagine walking across 
their backs from one edge of 
the pens to the other. 


Nor do these animals belong 
to Mr Curtis. More stock bro- 
ker than rancher, he is rearing 
them for other people, indi- 
viduals from across the United 
States, who pay him to buy and 
feed them up. If all goes well 
they get a decent return when 
he sends them to market 

Sometimes, of course, 
things do not go well. Beef 
prices have taken some knocks 
of late, notably because of 
economic problems in Asia 
and previously in Mexico, 
which have damaged US ex- 
ports. And then, almost two 
years ago, there was a slightly 
more unusual episode. 

It was April 1996, when the 
talk-show queen Oprah Win- 
frey dedicated one of her pro- 
grammes to mad cow disease in 
Britain. More importantly, she 
swore off burgers for good af- 
ter one of her guests suggest- 



Firm on beef: An Amarillo 
restaurant defies Oprah 

cd that bovine spongiform en- 
cephalopathy (BSE) was bound 
to surface in America some day. 
That has landed her this week 
in a courtroom in Amarillo, 
where she faces a $lfl.6ra 
(£6_58m) lawsuit premised on 
new and never-before-tested 
foodstuff disparagement laws. 


Like every other Texan cat- 
tleman, Mr Curtis was upset by 
the p rogramme. In the days fbl- 
lowing its showing, beef cattle 
futures on the Chicago Mer- 
cantile Exchange took a dive. 
And what has to be realised, he 
says, is that it was not so much 
the ranchers who suffered but 
those who bad invested in the 
cattle on farms like his. Some 
were hurt badly enough to get 
out of beef rearing for good. 

Although be insists it should 
be counted as just one of those 
unpredictable turns that will al- 
ways affect the beef market, he 
has no doubt her comments 
bad ah impact: “The way they 
presented it, I don’t think peo- 
ple were given the whole pic- 
ture and all the facts. It was 
something of a scare deal and 
I think some people have 
stopped eating beet” 

He did not, however, join 


those suing Ms Winfrey. There 
are risks in taking her to court, 
not least that if she loses, she 
might, in her anger, encourage 
her fans to boycott beef. Giv- 
en that her show attracts about 
20 million viewers; that could 
be genuinely damaging. He 
adds: “The disparagement 
case will be hard to prove, be- 
cause they will have to show 
she knowingly lied and I don't 
think she’s that kind of lady.” 

Naively, perhaps, Mr Cur- 
tis hopes the trial will leave the 
public thinking not about BSE 
but appreciating the efforts - 
that the industry takes to keep 
beef safe. His convictiqn that 
BSE has been kept out of the 
American herd is impressive. 
Thll and lanky with huge hands, 
Mr Curtis concludes with ap- 
parent confidence: “Never say 
never, but I think it would be 
impossible for us to get BSE”. 


US general admits cable car crash jet was flying too low 


Bending to the faty of Italian 
public opinion, US military of- 
ficials finally acknowledged yes- 
terday that the aircraft which 
crashed into a cable-car line in 
the Dolomites and killed 20 
people this week had been fly- 
ing well below the minimum 
permitted altitude. 

Brigadier-General Guy Van- 
tier linden, the senior Marines 
commander in Europe, sought 
to mend the cracks that have 
opened in relations between 
Italy and the United States by 
overruling earlier statements tty 
his colleagues, who had sug- 
gested there was nothing unto- 


ward about a combat aircraft 
shooting beneath cable-car lines 
at the speed of sound. 

“The point of impact is well 
below the approved minimum 
altitude,” he said. He also sought 
to mend a disagreement with the 
Italian Defence Ministry about 
the plane’s flight path. He ac- 
knowledged that the plane was 
not on “the centreline of the 
flight track” when it hit the ca- 
ble car, merely Within a 10-nau- 
tical-tnile-wide corridor. 

The general’is finely-tuned 
words were symptomatic of the 
tension that has built up be- 
tween the two Countries since 



Tuesday’s accident. Despite 
pledges of lull co-operation, the 
two countries; have fallen out on 


the accident to their respective 
rights to prosecute the Prowler 
aircraft’s pilot and crew. 


The twisted wreckage of 
the cable car which 
crashed on Tuesday, after 
its wires were severed by a 
US jet 

Photograph: AFP 

were forced to admit they had 
removed the plane’s flight 
recorder after it returned to 
base even though it had been 
impounded by the Italian judi- 
ciary. They gave the flight 
recorder back after an angry 
denunciation by the public 
prosecutor. 

A special military team flown 


everything from the causes of Yesterday, the Americans out from the Marine base in 


Cherry Point, North Carolina, is 
working on its own investigation 
and intends to press any charges 
that arise in the United States. 

Yesterday, leaks from Aviano, 
the US military base where the 
aircraft was based, suggested 
that the pilot, Richard Ashby, 
30. was having problems with fas 
altimeter at the time of the im- 
pact and did not intentionally 
dip so low into the valley above 
Cavalese. The Italian lawyer 
representing the crew also main- 
tained that the cable car lines 
were not marked on two of the 
three maps in the plane. 

— Andrew Gumbel, Rome 


Friends in the North 
call to tear down 
the Korean wall 
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North Korea wants to open up 
Berlin Wall’ style holes in the 
heavfly-mflitarised barrier that 
has long divided the Korean 
peninsula, according to one of 
its senior diplomats. 

It might sound like a mag- 
nanimous gesture from the 
highly secretive Stalinist state, 
long secluded from the rest of 
the world by ideology. Howev- 
er, the barrier it wants to de- 
molish actually belongs to its 
rival South Korea. Hie South 
regards the North as an ag- 
gressive adversary, possibly 
armed with nuclear weapons, 
and is unlikely to be impressed. 

Less than four years ago an 
official from the North threat- 
ened to turn Seoul into a “sea 
of fire” after talks broke down. 
TWo years later, the North also 
threatened to test its' No Dong 
missiles and mounted a show of 
aggression by sending armed 
troops into the demilitarised ' 
zone. 

North Korea's ambassador 
to Russia. Son Song m, was yes- 
terday quoted by Itar-Tass say- 
ing that the move could 
eventually lead to the destruc- 
tion of the entire wall - a de- 
velopment which would 
constitute a significant step 
towards peace between the two 
Koreas and even reunification. 

His remarks probably owe 
much to diplomatic games- 
manship. Bui they follow several 
recent signs that the bitterly hos- 
tile relations between the two 
Koreas - one as resolutely com- 
munist as the other is capital- 
ist - may at last be easing. 45 
years after the Korean War. 
Both sides are still technically 
at war. 

Last year. North Korean ne- 
gotiators sat down with Ameri- 
can, South Korean, and Chinese 
officials for the first substantive 
peace talks in 40 years. Despite 
a long record of crowing at the 
shortcomings of the South, the 


famine-stricken and backward 
North has been unexpectedly qui- 
et about South Korea's sudden . 
plunge from boom to mell-down. 

Fears about the North’s nu- 
dear programme have eased af- 
ter it agreed to suspend 
sensitive development work in 
exchange for light-water nuclear 
reactors from the South, Japan 
and the US. And South Korea’s 
president-elect, Khn Dae-j ung, 
has been talking about in- 
creased exchanges and eco- 
nomic co-operation with his 
Northern neighbours. - • 

According to Itar-Thss,. 
North Korea “proposes tnakmg 
passages” in the wall, which was 
built by the South in the 1970s, 
as a “first step towards its foil 
demolition”. But, he warned, : 
the process could be expected 
to be long and difficult. 

North Korea has been press- 
ing for the wall’s demolition for 
years but after realising the 
process would be slow, had ' 
opted to start by opening up..' 
some gaps. A similar process 
foreshadowed the demolition of 
the Berlin Wall in 1989: but 
then, it was East Germany;, 
which began demolishing ■ its 
own barrier. 

The ambassador said, the is- 
sue now depended on a politi- '1 
cal decision from South Korea 
which, though immersed in an 
economk: crisis, is certain to fear - 
a flood of refugees southwards. . 

Floods, drought; tidal vases 
and a poor harvest have pro- - 
duced a famine of such pro-" 
portions in North Korea that. . 
last month the World Food 
Programme launched a $378ni 
(£236m) appeal for food. 

Caught in a vacuum causal 
by the collapse of the Soviet" 
Union, other parts 'of Jhe 
North’s infrastructure are in dfe- L 
array. The Red Cross has • 
that health services thereof® ^ 
close to collapse. 

— PhB Reeves, .Mo***; 
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rniddle as SA 
tackles rugby 
old guard 


Nelson Mandela 
delighted white South 
. Africans when he donned 
a Springbok shirt. But 
<how he is embroiled in a 
row over racism in rugby 
which may end with his 
appearance in court. 
Mary Braid in Cape Town 
reports. 


Three years ago President Man- 
'll dda thrilled white South Africa 
by appearing in a Springbok 
rugby shirt. Embracing the old 
regime's national game - rugby 
is a quasi-religious institution for 
Afrikaners - was an inspired ges- 
ture in the campaign to achieve 
racial reconciliation. 

Those were the early days 
of naive hope and great expec- 
tations when, with hindsight, 
gestures were mistaken for sub-, 
stance. That the road to rec- 
onciliation is proving long and 
bard was confirmed this week 
by the fad that President Man- 
dela has been subpoenaed to 
give evidence in a court battle 
between the government and 
rugby's old guard. 

At the centre of the dispute 
is the management of a game 
in which, fouryears after the ar- 
rival of black majority rule, 
players, organisers and fans re- 
main almost exclusively white. 

Cricket, the other great 
white South African sport has 
taken itself to the townships to 
pull in blacks. When it comes 
to racial transformation, rugby 
is mfles behind, dogged by ac- 
cusations of racism. The cause 
was not helped when Andre 
Markgraaffi. the national coach, 
was sacked last year for calling 
black rugby officials "kaffirs” . 

Mr Mandela says he is quite 
happy to testify. But many will 
see his summons as proof of the 


arrogance and obstinacy of 
Louis Luyt the South African 
Rugby Football Union (Sarfu) 
president. For years he bas 
dominated the game, and his 
grip on the sport, despite the ef- 
forts of a handful of officials, re- 
mains absolute. 

Mr Luyt, who made his for- 
tune in fertiliser, recently 
quashed an internal Sarfu revolt 
against him. He also humiliat- 
ed the leader of the rebellion, 
a Coloured (mixed -race) rugby 
official called Brian van 
Rooyen. Mr van Roqyen then 
took his allegations of racism 
and financial mismanagement 
- including involvement of Mr 
Luyt’s relatives in the com- 
mercial side of the game - to the 
government, already frustrated 
by the state of rugby, and by Mr 
Luyt. 

Mr Luyt ignored all govern- 
ment appeals for the rugby 
union to co-operate with an in- 
vestigation and instructed 
provincial unions not to comply 
witb requests for information. 
Now he is in court challenging 
the government's right to ap- 
point a commission to investi- 
gate. The case got off to a 
suitably bitter start when Mr 
Luyt accused Steve Tshwete, the 
sports minister, of conducting 
a personal vendetta against 
h im. He also said Mr Mandela 
had allowed himself to be used 
when he rubber-stamped the 
formation of the commission. 

Mr Luyt's lawyers argued 
that since Sarfu received no 
money from the state, the way 
it conducted its business was a 
private matter. The govern- 
ment's lawyers disagreed. They 
insisted rugby was a crucial 
factor in rebuilding South 
Africa, and that if Sarfu was 
seen as a private concern, the 
government would have to re- 
view its use of the national flag 

and use of the Springbok name. 



Gentle touch 
fails to impress 
President’s foes 


Women and disabled 
people made up the 
guard of honour for 
Nelson Mandela when 
he opened Parliament 
yesterday. Mary Braid in 
Cape Town says they 
could not shield him 
from harsh criticism 
over rising crime and 
other failings. 


gnn up the moral fibre of our 
... not because the 



it 


Happ^aysMrMandein^ captain Francois Pienaar after the Springboks won the World Cup in an epic 
encounter with the All Blacks. Now the national game is mired in controversy 


Yesterday Joel Netshiten- 
zhe, the President’s spokesman, 
said there might still be an ap- 
peal against the ■‘somewhat ex- 
traordinary" decision to 
subpoena Mr Mandela to ap- 
pear in court next month. There 
are concerns that a precedent 
could be set which would restrict 
the President's constitutional 
powers. Anyone would be able 


to challenge his decisions and 
he would spend all bis time in 
court. Outside the court-room 
the battle goes on. 

A few days ago Mluleki 
George, the National Sports 
Council president, called for an 
international boycott of rugby 
if Sarfu did not come up with 
more racially representative 
teams. 


The national team now 
boasts one Coloured member. 
"This is not a threat," he said. 
"But a warning about how se- 
rious the situation in rugby has 
become. If we [the NSC] do not 
see a change this season we will 
be forced to take drastic steps- 
and that means calling for a stop 
to any international rugby 
teams coming to play in South 


Africa. It is an extreme measure 

but we and the underprivileged 
communities cannot wait for 
ever for change.” The irony of 
an apartheid-era device being 
resurrected in the new South 
Africa was not lost Hostilities 
look certain to heighten unless 
Mr Luyt undergoes a sudden 
and entirely uncharacteristic 
change of heart. 


mh be defended 
the governments record in 
delivering basic services w 
the poor, he admitted for the 

first time that the gpvcnune* 11 

would not meet its elechon 

promise to bufld 1 million 

houses in five years. It was a 

significant admission, given 
that elections are only a year 

It may have been the tuost 

politically comet °P«™£ to fiscal targe* 

otpariMneatm thewOT^ ^ with his promise that the 

When Mr Mandela waixeo ^workinftin the pub- 

down the tic sector would be cut. 
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Lheortalegc of the white mi- President Maatfch. de- 

bln attack on what dined to sugar die p«U for or- 

SdwastheirfcdkTiB® dinary voters. But he did dol 
^BjCfiBrtkaaaSecon- how to business leaders »t|t 

criticise the new employ- 
Y^erday the President, ment bill. The government 
who has hsJLd his party and would not bedelerred^ he 
day-to-day running of gov- "sirens of seff-mterej 
M-nLfnt in his deouty, Thabo sounded m defencfcofcpro*- 

of accusation for a more equated women, b acks and 
moderate appeal to con- the disabled with low stan- 
sciencCl All South Africans, dards. Opposition parties 
and especially whites, should condemned the speech as 

oerform voluntary commu- lacklustre. They were partic- 
to give back to ularly scathing of the Pros, 
society what they had gained, dents insistence that 
Healed for "moral regen- country’s crime problem was 
eration" and a "new palrio- being exaggerated and that 
tism" to fight crime and most cranes had decreased 
unemployment. “This is our since his government came 
call to all South Africans, to into power. 


$ 



TOMORROW iN 




QN SUNDAY 



DEAD MAN WALKING 

Salman Rushdie on wigs, 
wives, and the fatwa 

PLUS: 

■ 1968 and all that - memories of a year 
that shook the world 

■ Tasty offer - a gourmet meal for just £10 

■ The Drugs War - the final part 
of our disturbing investigation 
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THE WEEK 
ON RADIO 


ROBERT HANKS 


There is a lot of noise in the world. 
Even in a quiet room on a winter's 
day, a quick census of extraneous 
noise produces the following: car mo- 
tors, occasional distant honks, plane 
overhead, wind swishing through 
trees, light-toned hum of computer 
{'with clacking of keyboard and 
mouse optional), creaking chair, 
whispers of air pushing up partially 
blocked nostrils, and faint, discon- 
tented growls reaching up from my 
abdomen. 

With all this rowdiness going on. 
it seems odd that. radio should be 
based on silence. That probably 
needs re-phrasing: radio is based on 
an assumption of silence- if a noise 
occurs, it will have some purpose or 
meaning. In effect, this means two 
sorts of noise arc permissible, speech 
and music; everything else, all that 
background clutter, is rigorously ex- 
cluded. Trying to get ordinary, un- 
censored noise on to the radio is like 
trying to get past a nightclub bounc- 
er in torn jeans and muddy DMs. 

Just how much that noise means 
to us was glimpsed in a short, sharp 
feature on Radio 3 last night In The 
Acoustics of Everyday Life, Derek 
Sugden, an acoustic engineer whose 
credits include Gtyndeboume and 
Snape Makings, talked about the 
sound peculiar to a number of sites: 
a glassed-in shopping arcade, a Lon- 
don street, a Hawksmoor church, a 
tube station, a concert hall, a wood, 
the seashore. His point was that un- 
corrupted silence, like absolute zero, 
never happens - noise, like water, 
leaks in through the tiniest cracks. 
The silence behind what we hear on 
the radio is thoroughly artificial 

Most of the time, that's all to the 
good - you don’t want to hear Sue 
MacGregor, soy, rustling crisp pack- 
ets over the eight o'clock news. 
Where it is mast annoying, though, 
is in drama, lake the new serialisa- 
tion of PD James's Dances and De- 
sires (R4, Thursday). Admittedly 
Dalgfeish, the poet-detective, is an im- 
probable Plod and infects the whole 
affair with a plodding improbability. 
But James's stiffness is exacerbated 
by the wooden unreality of the radio 
world -adinner party where nobody 
scrapes chairs, dinks glasses, slurps 
coffee; a whistling serial killer who's 
pitch-perfect and studio-recorded. 
That headless corpse in the library? 
It’s the listener's sense of involvement 


At last, a new symphony with tunes you 


'The symphony — all bits and 
pieces... No one would 
understand... no one... no one... 
Don't let anyone tinker with it...' 
And, for over 60 years, no one did. 

But now Elgart deathbed 
wishes have been disobeyed, the 
sketches for his final symphony 
have been completed and the 
result, says Stephen Johnson, is a 
work that signals a new direction 
for classical music. 


We had just reached the end of the private 
premiere of ‘'Elgars Third Symphony". Au- 
dience and Orchestra had at last stopped ap- 
plauding. A young composer (who may 
prefer to remain nameless) bent towards my 
ear and muttered: “All right, how many first 
performances have you come out of recently 
humming the tunes?" Of course it’s a trite 
question, and composer XTs carefully ironic 
tone didn’t make it any less so. We’ve moved 
on from themes and development these days, 
haven't we? Composers of all persuasions 
are trying to find new ways of cultivating the 
lyrical impulse. But four months after X cau- 
tiously posed his question, I am still finding 
it hard to think of a single new piece from 
tire past 10 years char has made me feel like 
opening my throat and singing- except, strik- 
ingly, this symphony. 

WjD, if nothing else, the first performance 
of the sketches for Elgars Third Sympho- 
ny, as elaborated by Anthony Payne, gave 
one old piece of received wisdom the thor- 
ough drubbing it deserved R>r years we have 
been told that the surviving material for 
Elgar's last symphony is a sad testimony to 
the old composer’s dedining powers: not 
only is the original material pretty feeble, 
we've been informed, but there's actually 
very little of iL The rest is old ideas rece- 
ded, or skeletal scraps of ideas, undeci- 
pherable to anyone but the composer 
himself. The whole thing, it’s said, has the 
look of a doomed project After aU, it was 
20 years since Elgar had last written a sym- 
phony and almost as long since he bad writ- 
ten anything substantial at alL By the end, 
surety even Elgar must have realised that 
be was stalling for time. 

Wrong. Gloriously wrong. You don't have 
to look any further than the opening bars 
of the Third Symphony -brazen octaves and 
fifths, grinding in contrary motion - to re- 
alise that something special is happening 
here. Granted, the basic idea may derive 
from a sketch for the unfinished oratorio 
The Last Judgement , but then Elgar often 
refreshed himself creatively by reaching into 
his bottom drawer. And anyway the whole 
motif is transformed* an odd, distinctly un- 
Elgarian-looking figure becomes a theme 




Sir Edward Elgar (left, in 1919); a ; 
pageof sketches for bis uncompleted, 
symphony; and Anthony Payne, the / 
composer who has finally allowed its 
all to hear Elgart Third Symphony 
Photographs: Hulton Getty/]*™ Four ‘ 
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that fairly erupts with potential energy, ca- 
pable of setting a huge, sweeping musical 
paragraph in motion. A little later, after 
Elgar’s own beautifully engineered transi- 
tion (is the equivalent passage in the Sec- 
ond Symphony quite as effective?), comes 
the “Second Subject": tender, lilting, in 
Elgar’s best “feminine” vein - and com- 
pletely original this time. Apparently this is 
another Fl gnrian love theme, inspired by a 
young admirer, the violinist Vera Hockman 
(the stand next to the theme 

in one sketch). This long melody still 
haunts my memory- partly, 1 admit, because 
I had to play the sketch at the piano dur- 
ing the pre-concert talk I hosted with 
Anthony Payne; but also because it's so ex- 
traordinarily lovety. Feeble?! Now, just re- 
member. count to 10... 

It would be easy to go on listing glori- 
ous tunes, striking motiis or developments 
which Anthony Payne has derived from those 
evidently far from undecipherable sketch- 
es. All four movements seem crammed to 
bursting with memorable muse. But there’s 
a nagging question. WelL it doesn’t exact- 
ly “nag" me, but I admit it's hard to answer. 
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Whose symphony is this? lb give a rea- 
sonably straightforward answer, some of it 
is pure Elgar, some of it is Elgar orchestrated 
or fleshed out, some of it is Elgar “guessed” 
- or, more charitably, inferred - and some 
of it is pure Anthony Payne. 

It would be wrong to call the Symphony 
“Elgar”, and not just for moral reasons: 
there are passages where some of the plea- 
sure derives from how like Elgar a devel- 
opment or a piece of orchestral colour is. 
But, confusingly, I feel that sensation just 
as strongly in the development theme of the 
first movement (which P3yne has merely or- 
chestrated) as in the coda of the finale 
{which he has completely composed). And, 
even knowing more or less bar-by-bar who 
did what, I honestly can't say that I expe- 
rience the Symphony as the product of two 
minds, however well married. Putting that 
question to conductor Andrew Davis, who 
directed that memorable first run-through, 
I found his impression was exactly the same. 
This is very much “a work”, even if you can t 
always say exactly whose work it is. 

So is there an answer? For me, the clue 
comes in ftyne's ending of the finale: a mas- 
sive crescendo and diminuendo based on 
the finale’s main theme - an idea that came 
to Payne quite spontaneously (during a 
sleepless night in an American hotel), but 
which be soon realised was roughly anal- 
ogous to that vividly pictorial movement 
“The Wagon Passes” from The Nursery 
Suite. In the Symphony, as the music dies 
away, there’s a flickering reference to the 
first movement's opening theme, then the 
final sound is a quiet stroke from gong and 
low harp, reverberating into nothing. Not 
everybody likes that final touch. “More like 
Mahler than Elgar” was one comment For 
me. it’s like Tony Payne’s signature - the 
aural equivalent of the Laus Deo (“Praise 
be to God”) that Haydn used to write at 
the end of his scores. It's certainty in keep- 


ing with Payne’s vision of what the piece is 
about - and without that vision, of course, 
there would be no “Third Symphony” ,onty 
those much-misunderstood sketches. 

“Vision” is truly the word. So much so 
that ft makes me wonder if Payne isn’t be- 
ing a little over-modest in calling the Sym- 
phony simpty an “elaboration” of Elgar’s 
sketches. It is quite different from what, say, 
Deiyck Cooke did with the sketch score of 
Mahler’s 10th Symphony, or from Profes- 
sor Brian NewboulcTs painstaking filling-out 
of the fragments of Schubert' s numerous un- 
finished symphonies. 

Payne is, after alL a composer - a com- 
poser saturated in 20th-century English 


THE ELGAR PREMIERE 


The first public performance of the 
Eigar/Payne Symphony No 3 will be 
given by the BBC SO. under 
Andrew Davis, on Sun 15 Feb at 
7.30pm in the RFH. SBC London 
SEI (tel 0171 960 4242). It will also 
be broadcast on BBC Radio 3 at 
7.30pm on Mon 16 Feb. 

A recording of the first private 
performance, preceded by a 
conversation between Anthony 
Payne, Andrew Davis and Stephen 
Johnson, will be broadcast on Radio 
3 at 9.35pm on Tue 17 Feb. 

The premiere recording of the 
work, together with a documentary 
disc featuring a commentary by 
Anthony Payne and performances of 
the original sketches, will be 
released by NMC Recordings 
(distributed by the Complete 
Record Co) on 15 Feb (NMC D053 
and NMC D052 respectively). 


romantic music. As his 1985 Proms com- - 
mission The Spirit’s Harvest showed, the 
works of Elgar, Vaughan Williams, George 
Butterwortb and their contemporaries were 
among the sounds that first inspired him to . 
compose. His earliest efforts were, he says. . 
“pure English romantic”. It is as a composer 
- not merely a musical detective - that he 
bas “elaborated" the sketches for Elgar’s 
Third Symphony. This is a geouinety creative 
exercise, full of that “nature’s fire" de- 
manded by Robbie Burns; ft couldn’t be less 
like pastiche. 

In .the interview we conducted before 
that first, private performance last Octo- 
ber. Payne described his mounting excite- 
ment as he realised that Elgar’s material 
had a life of its own - that it was fully car 
pable of suggesting its own developments. 

It was possible to take the ideas and trans- 
plant them, like seedlings, and watch them 
grow. That the process was as organic as 
that metaphor suggests is, I believe, reflected 
in the “work”, the Elgar/Payne Symphony. 

So, if this is a genuinely creative musical 
work, how does it fit into Anthony Payne's 
already extensive output? In my more fan- 
ciful moments, I have caught myself won- 
dering if this wasn't wbat Payne was put on 
earth to do. But let's not write his epitaph 
just yet As he said in that preconcert talk, 
the experience of putting the Third Sym- 
phony together has made him think hard 
about the way he, and others, compose to- 
day. Perhaps we spend so much time and en- 
ergy devising structures, processes, because 
we are incapable of creating basic material 
with the “life of its own” that Payne found 
among Elgar's sketches. If, in helping to 
create Elgar's Third Symphony, Anthony 
faype has found the beginnings of a ^ way back 
to classical Western thematic composition, 
it will be fascinating to see what be turns up. 
Until then, there’s always this stirring ~ and 
eminently hummable - Symphony. 
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Who says philanthropy isn’t an f-word? 


A WEEK IN THE ARTS 


DAVID LISTER 


Clothing industry millionaire Peter Wolff is giving £lm to help 
young playwrights. It is one of the most generous pieces of phil- 
anthropy in the arts for some time. But the gift from the 67- 
year-old self-made .man. who once worked in the lingerie 
department at Marks & Spencer, comes with a notable caveat. 

Mr Wolff does not want swearing or gratuitous sex and vi- 
olence in the dramas he funds. He wants to help aspiring play- 
wrights produce “middle of the road” drama, saying: “I want 
to find and help a group of playwrights to write good theatre 
without needing to put 20 f — s in iL So many people I know 
are becoming reluctant to 


go to the theatre because 
there is so much filtb and 
violence.” 

Now there's a hell of a 
challenge, if Mr Wolff will 
pardon my language. Down 
have a single young writer, 
or indeed a playwright of 
any age, who can craft a play 
without any swearing, sex or 
violence? Mr Wolff’s offer 
conjures up for me a de- 
lightful vision of writers all 
over the country tearing up 
pages of drafts in exasper- 
ation as they struggle in 
vain to master the long-for- 


ing moments and not another aJJ night. Jr was incongruous, 
but be was far from alone in adding an incongruous swear word 
for no particular reason, rather in the way that Hollywood film- 
makers do (the real reason there being to gain a street-cred- 
worthy Certificate 15). 

Yes, aesthetically, Mr Wolff might have a poinL But he is 
wrong to put his money where his mouth is. Over the past decade 
of arts sponsorship, there have been constant cries of wolf (no 
pun intended) that a sponsor might try to influence the con-, 
tent of an artistic eodeavour. It never really happened. Now, 
ft has, though this aspect has gone largely unnoticed in the pub- 
licity surrounding the generosity of Mr Wolff’s gift. 

Constraints on writers do not produce good work. They pro- 
duce a formulaic hack-job, “middle of the road” plays made” 
to order (bring them back if they do not fit). Yes, occasional- 
ly there is unwarranted 
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gotten skill of the f — less play, five-pound notes vanishing be- 
fore their eyes. 

“I tried." a despairing Mark Raveabill might plead with Mr 
Wolff, tears rolling down his checks, “believe me. I tried. But 
Shopping and Sewing just didn’t work.” 

Looking down the list of West End plays now on. 1 could 
find few that accord with Mr Wolffs wishes. Peter Fan certainly, 
but even there Captain Hook bas a violent kink and Wendy’s 
continual pleas for a kiss strike me as suspiciously gratuitous. 

Not that Mr Wolff doesn’t have a poinL There is rather a 
lot of gratuitous swearing on stage. I recall that even Andrew 
Lloyd Webber’s Sunset Boulevard had an f-word in the open- 


sweanng, sex and violence, 
(though, on the West End 
stage, it's largely the fiist and 
very, very rarely the other 
two). But these are explo- 
rations in art for both writ- 
ers and audiences. Where 
the language is relevant, ft 
works; where it is not, au- 
diences sooner or later stop 
coming, writers mature and 
develop their style. 

I am sometimes worried: 
that we are in danger of los- 
ing what Harold Pinter once 
called “an underground vo- 
cabulary” if -we have too 


much swearing. There is nothing to fell back on in genuine mo- 
ments of verbal aggression. Bui let audience response deter- - 
mine what the public find relevant to their lives in drama, not 
the diktat of phUanlh rapists. Mr Wolff is a generous man, and 
theatre should be grateful for his gift, but no strings, please. 

Incidentally, it is striking that Mr Wolff diesas his own 
favoume ptaywnghis David Hare, Tbm Stoppard, Arthur Miller 
and David MameL David Mamet! Take away the swearing and . 
sexuai dKCi^aons in Mamet and you shorten the evening con- : 
siderably. If Mamet had had a patron who had insisted that 
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Tazieffi nothing by halves 


eff that everyone in the coirn- 
«y knew who he was and what 
oe did for a living. This might 
be expected for a politician or 
a celebrated actor, but for a 
scientist in a small - if rather 
glamorous - branch of the 


earth sciences, it was quite 

extraordinary. 

Tazieff reached this almost 
godlike status by taking one of 
nature’s most spectacular and 
terrifying phenomena and 
transporting it into the lives of 
every French man, woman, and 
child — both through his books 
and, more importantly, through 
bis breathtaking films of 
volcanoes in action. 

Born in Poland in 1914, 
Tazieff spent his formative years 
- following the death of his fa- 
ther - with his mother in St Pe- 
tersburg. and later in Belgium, 
where he studied geology and 
agriculture. Always fascinated 
by the Earth and everything as- 
sociated with it, "Tazieff worked 
as a geologist, first amongst the 
snowy peaks of the French 
Alps, and later - in the 1940s - 


in the steamy jungles or the Bel- 
gian Congo. It was here at last 
that he discovered volcanoes, 
and in them a natural phe- 
nomenon worth his attention. 

Il would be untrue to say that 
Tazieff fell in love with volca- 
noes; rather be regarded them 
as the enemy. As a keen boxer 
and rugby player, Tazieff viewed 
volcanoes as he would an op- 
posmg fighter or team -as some- 
thing to be overcome at all odds. 
Some fellow vulcanotogists. and 
especially those with a more so* 
bre and scientific beat, frowned 
upon this altitude, but it found 
favour and admiration in the 
hearts of his French compatri- 
ots who followed his struggles 
against molten rock across the 
planet and viewed his ordeals 
somewhat in the light of France 
against nature. 


For the first time, his docu- 
roentaiy films gave the viewer 
a real impression of (be terri- 
fying power of volcanic erup- 
tions and the destruction they 
arc capable of wreaking. The 
human interest in the films was 
inevitably provided by Tazieff 
himself as - apparently oblivi- 
ous to any danger and for no ob- 
vious reason - he placed 
himself, time and t ime again, in 
incredibly dangerous positions 
on the rims of exploding craters, 
in the paths of lava flows, and 
in boats on the surfaces of add 
crater lakes. 

Tazieff never did anything by 
halves and always had one eye 
on the camera throughout his 
long and active career. When a 
new crater opened up at the 
summit of Mount Etna (Sicily) 
in 196$. the UK sent a single re- 


searcher to sample the escap- 
ing gases; Thzieff on the other 
hand led a major expedition, 
complete with sherpas and 
shiny reflective silver suits. 
Needless to say film of the 
team in action was shortly to be 
seen all over France encourag- 
ing another generation’s inter- 
est in volcanoes and their 
activity. 

However popular be was 

with his countrymen as a whole, 

it would be wrong to imagine 
that Tazieff did not create rip* 
pies, or even rather large waves, 
wherever he went. During the 
1976 volcanic crisis on the 
French Caribbean island of 
Guadeloupe, he argued vio- 
lently with another great French 
earth scientist, Claude Alfegre 
- correctly, as it turned out - 
against the needless evacuation 


of 75,000 people from the 
vicinity of *e volcano. 

In 1980, just before the 
biggest eruption in North 
America since 1912, he assured 
US citizens that Mount St He- 
lens would not enipt any fur- 
ther. Following a submarine 
landslide off the south coast of 
France, Tazieff announced that 
the town of Nice could disap- 
pear into the sea at any mo- 
ment, a prediction that led an 
irate mayor to describe ’Bzreff 
as “a photographer who spe- 
cialises in volcanoes" — a seri- 
ous putdown for a man who 
regarded himself very much as 
a scientist first and foremost 

In his Jater years, Tazieff en- 
tered the political scene, be- 
coming Secretary of State for 
the Prevention of Natural and 
Technological Disaster in 1984. 


iMarian Kratochwil 


Marian Kratochwil, artist: 
bom Kosow, Poland 30 
September 1906; married 
1961 Kathleen Browne; died 
London 3 December >997. 


Man an Kratochwil was one of 
those artists of distinction, many 
but not all of foreign birth, for 
whom the En glish art estab- 
lishment has had shamefully 
little time. 

Like other Polish artists of 
his generation he made his es- 
cape in dangerous circum- 
stances from occupied Europe 
and rejoined the Polish army in 
Scotland in 1940. After the 
W Second World War his back- 
ground and beliefs ruled out a 
return to his native country, and 
be arrived in London in 1947, 
more or less penniless. 

There was nothiag in that 
background to prepare him for 
the radical changes in art which 
marked the post-war period, or 
indeed those which had been 
brewing in Paris since the year 
of his birth, 1906. His classical 
education in philosophy, cou- 
pled with one-to-one study with 
an experienced painter and a 
self-determination to learn the 
methods of the old masters, re- 
sulted in distancing him equal- 
ly' from modernism and from 
the feeble productions that 
passed for academic painting in 
this country, b was not a com- 
fortable situation to be in, but, 
Kratochwil, comfort was 
never the first consideration. 

Two women helped to rescue 
Kratochwil from the grimness 
of a penurious life in post-war 
London. One of them, the fine 
New Zealand painter Kathleen 
Browne, eventually became his 
wife. Together they ran a small 
art school in Chelsea until their 
retirement in 1979, when they 
moved to Hampstead. The oth- 
er was also a painter, now not 
■well enough remembered. 
Dame Ethel Walker, who recog- 
nised his talent and unusual 
mind. 

When Kratochwil came to 
London she was already in her 
eighties and too old to help his 
career in the way she wished. 
When she died in 1951 she be- 


Jill Allibone 



A painstaking observer of rural fife: drawing by Kratochwil of Polish peasants dancing, 1933 


quealhed him a large number 
of paintings, believing that by 
selling them he could buy time 
to paint Kratochwil felt a strong 
sense of responsibility towards 
this legacy, but fashion had 
passed Ethel Wtiker by, and her 
paintings did not spare him 
from the need 10 teach. It was 
many years before he could 
place the most important of 
thezri. Some of the finest be gave 
to the Couitauld Institute in 
1973. 

Kratochwil began his career 
as a painstaking observer of the 
vanishing rural life of eastern 
Poland, and his drawings of it 
are of great historical as well as 
aesthetic interest. He continued 
this fine graphic tradition with 
sketches of Scottish weather 
done in spare moments while in 
the Polish army, then with 
scenes of London life in the East 
End, and after 1956 in Spain. 

Often his attention would fo- 
cus on the ironies and humili- 
ations of the human condition. 
From 1932 onwards he devel- 


oped his oils technique, to the 
point where he could justly 
represent the Spanish land- 
scape, say, with the ferocious 
concentration on its rocky struc- 
ture that David Bomberg 
evinced id his landscapes of the 
Ronda district, or again with the 
celestial vision of El Greco at 
Toledo, a city he represented 
in paintings that do no violence 
to the memory of his great 
predecessor. 

Marian Kratochwil’s love 
affair with Spain, and with Tole- 
do in particular, was folly reci- 
procated, and it is in the Museo 
de Santa Cruz in that city that 
the best collection of his work 
is now to be found. Spain, with 
its respect for continuity was 
prepared to give the foreigner 
wall space which neither Poland 
nor Britain allowed him. 

In his last 10 years Kra- 
tochwil was engaged on a series 
of allegorical subjects, perhaps 
taking their departure from his 
many paintings of Don Quixote. 
They culminate in a large and 


complex painting which seems 
to represent the worldly powers 
contemplating their apocalypse, 
surely one of the most curious 
and unusual canvases to be 
painted in recent years, which 
was still on his easel a year ago, 
but is now on permanent display 
in Granada. 

Even in old age, Marian 
Kratochwil was a commanding 
figure of impressive size, a fer- 
vent talker and prodigious cor- 



Kratochwih commanding 


respondenL He was wholly un- 
affected by ideas of political 
correctness, or by a sense of 
modernist evolution in art His 
discourse drew on his education 
and extensive reading, not with- 
out nostalgia, but fixed always 
on two topics that he thought 
were completely interdepen- 
dent - humanity and art 
With the help of devoted 
friends be and Kathleen main- 
tained their Hampstead home 
in the teeth of old age and in- 
firmity. A few years ago he un- 
expectedly found himself in a 
position to do as be had longed 
to do and publish a study of 
Kathleen Browne (who sur- 
vives him), which in its turn 
throws light on his own char- 
acter, and is written with un- 
derstanding and the tender 
gallantry of a distant age. Con- 
versely, he bitterly regretted not 
being able to clear away the 
cloud of oblivion he felt had 
fallen on his late patroness, 
Ethel Whlker. 

- Dougfas HoH 


JiU Spencer Rjgden, 
architectural historian: bom 
Abadan, Persia 26 April 1932; 
married >957 David Allibone 
(three daughters); died 
Tunbridge Wells, Kent 3 
February 1998. 


The architectural historian Jill 
Allibone was the biographer of 
the Victorian architects An- 
thony SaJvin and George Devey 
and an active and campaigning 
vice-chairman of the Victorian 
Society in the 1980s. 

She was born Jill Rigden in 
1932 in Abadan, Persia, where 
her father, Horace Whiter Rig- 
den. managed the Anglo-Feisian 
oil refinery. Much of her child- 
hood was spent in Persia (now 
Iran), where her father re- 
mained in charge throughout 
the Second World War, though 
she was evacuated to South 
Africa. With this international 
background, it is interesting 
that when she returned to live 
in her father's county, Kent, she 
developed all the passion of a 
native for that part of England. 

After Godolphin School, 
Salisbury, she went to St Mar- 
tin’s School of Art, and in 1954 
to the Couitauld, where she spe- 
cialised in Gothic art history. A 
contemporary remembers her 
as intellectually tough, benefit- 
ing from the intensive tutorial 
system then in place, which 
was $0 daunting that of the 
dozen students who started the 
year only six finished. 

Despite getting married in 
her last year and doing her Fi- 
nals already pregnant, she got 
a sufficiently good degree to en- 
able her to return after the birth 
of three daughters to do a PhD. 
She and her solicitor husband, 
David Allibone, bought a 1920 
Arts and Crafts house with a 
large garden in KcdL which 
became the centre of a very 
happy family life. 

For her thesis, she chose An- 
thony Salvin, one of the most 
important of the early Goths, 
who worked for a large number 
of royal and aristocraticpatrons, 
restoring medieval castles in a 
witty and scholarly manner. 
She was fortunate in having as 


her supervisor Sir Nikolaus 
Pevsner, one of the pioneering 
writers who in the 1950s awoke 
the British to their valuable and 
fast-disappearing legacy of Vic- 
torian buildings, and who was 
the first chairman of the Vic- 
torian Society, founded in 1958. 

The work on Salvin and 
Pevsner’s, advocacy together 
enlisted ADibone's support for 
the society, which campaigns to 
save threatened buildings of the 
19th and early 20th centuries. 

and for the next 30 years her en- 
thusiasm and businesslike ap- 
proach were to be of enormous 
benefit. She was a hard-working 
committee member, never 
afraid to fight for a cause or a 
b uilding in which she believed. 
Moreover, as a former secretary 
of the society said, while there 
were always plenty of members 
who would point out what need- 
ed doing, JiU Allibone would do 
something herself to help. 

Her doctoral thesis was pub- 
lished in 1987, as Anthony 
Sabin, Pioneer of Gothic Revival 
Architecture 1799-1881, an ex- 
haustive study of a very suc- 
cessful practitioner, responsible 
amongst other things for Har- 
laxton Manor in Lincolnshire 
(1831-38), and die restoration in 
1854-65 of Alnwick Castle for 
the Duke of Northumberland. 

In 1990, she combined two 
of her enthusiasms, in George 
Devey. Architect 1820-1886 , an 
account of an architect who 
adapted the traditional Kentish 
Wealden style for his buildings, 
thus creating an authentic ver- 
nacular style. A number of 
these were in Kent, including 
Bettesbanger Manor (1856-82), 
and additions to tfabner Cas- 
tle (1871-72), but his extensive 
practice also included Ascott 
House in Buckinghamshire 
(1870-84) for Leopold de Roth- 
schild and Kiflarney House in 
Kerry for Lord Kenmare (1877- 
79). She catalogued the Devey 
drawings for the British Archi- 
tectural Library, and wrote the 
catalogue. Her interest in. 
both architecture and the law 
came together in the essays 
she contributed to The Inns of 
Court (1996), to accompany 
photographs by Hdl&ne Binet. 


He lacked, however, the guile 
and subtlety of a natural] politi- 
cian, and preferred the freedom 
that allowed him 10 speak his 
mind on all and eveiy issue. Ac- 
cording to ttzieff. global 
wanning was an “foutnght in- 
vention” and the ozone boles 
had been around since the 
1920s and had nothing t0 
with CFCs. 

Perhaps the most surprising 
of TariefFs remarks were re- 
served for his scientist compa- 
triot Jacques Cousteau, whose 
stance against nudear testing at 
sea he described as “imbeuilic . 
Stapling, because -in the eyes 
of the French and many other 

avid foDawere of bis films across 

the world - Haroun Tazieff 
was the Jacques Cousteau of 
volcanoes. 

_ Bill McGuire 



Allibone: independent 


Despite her roles as archi- 
tectural historian and devoted 
mother and grandmother, for 
over 20 years Jill Allibone was 
a member of the South West- 
minster Bench. A fellow JP re- 
members her as a “fiercely 
independent colleague with a 
somewhat forbidding manner”, 
but whose procedure was always 

correct, and her dealings with 
those in the dock both tough 
and fair. Behind this some- 
times uncompromising exterior 
was a woman of many interests 
and enthusiasms, which she 
would always share with col- 
leagues. whether on the Bend: 
or as architectural historians, de- 
voted to her family, her dogs, and 
an equally foimidable parrot. 

To her work she added two 
other enthusiasms, for the coun- 
tryside and buildings of Kent, 
where she was a member of the 
Kent Buildings Preservation 
Thist, and recently for an en- 
dangered building type - the 
mausoleum. On a visit to a fam- 
ily grave in Whiistable, Kent, she 
was strode by the condition of a 
magnificent tomb, designed by 
Charles Barry junior in 1875, for 
Wynn Ellis, a major benefactor 
to the National Gallery. This led 
her to look seriously at the 
plight of these architecturally 
significant monuments, often 
erected by families which had 
since disappeared. With other 
architectural historians she sel 
up a charitable Mausolea and 
Monuments Trust, finally con- 
stituted in 1997, which now 
owns and preserves some six of 
these monuments. 

- Hermibne Hothouse 
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BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES 
& DEATHS 


DEATHS 

i>g 1 ■ Tb Noeleen fn£e Bunts) and An- 
drew. a daughter, Anna Victoria, on 
\tttdnesd3V 4 Frtmxaiy 1998, a sister 
lor Eli 2 obcih. Joseph and Theresa. 

A«ioi<iinmnts tor BIRTHS, MAR- 
fUAGE5 & DEATHS shodU be sent in 
. effft^totbeGeaetteEtfiWtvTheln- 

• dependent, I Canada Square. CaJWry 

WfaaK London EM SDL, 
to em-293 20U or fned to 017! -M3 
2010, and are charged at U M x Hne 
(VAT extra). 


Lectures 

TODAY 

National Gallery: 

Ansefl, “Hearts and Flowers (i)_ 

Bohemia ”, 12pra. 

Victoria and Albert 

Emma Tliytor, Pans 

Couture 1925 w I9fo - Z30pta. 

TOMORROW 

Nation*! Portrait GaOrnry. John 
Cooper, “Tfco 

.Marlborough and Lord Gnora , 


&r£ of tb* Guard 
'iThe HuuKhiad Cfcvalnr Mount- 
. -, rt |T QuCfl 5 life 

soffit mounts inc 

m Horse Guards, H*®- 

JwHSc HMwtoW gw*? 

fteosiuru mourns d* Qu** 0 

* Scot* Guards n»un? s 
Gttmi.aJUudA’^rnP^ 

L band p»««*d lbe 


Birthdays 

TODAY: Mrs Gillian Bante, policy 
consultant. Age Concern, England. 
65; Lord Beflwin, former gcwennnenL 
minister, 75; Mr Eddie Bracken, 
film actor, 78; Mr David Brigbty, am- 
bassador to Spain. 59; Miss Dora 
Bryan, actress. 74; The Earl of Cork 
and Orrery, writer, artist and broad- 
caster. 8& Mr Gerald Davies, rugby 
footballer, 53; The Earl of Harewood, 
former operatic managing director, 
75; Mr Gareth Hunt, actor, 55; Mr 
ten Jack. Editor, Gnmto, 53; The Hop 
peter Jay, writer and broadcaster, 61; 
Lord Keith ofKInkeU fanner Lord 
at Appeal in Ordinary. 76; Sir John 
Leahy, forma High Commissioner 
in Australia, 70; Dr Barbara McGip- 
; bon, pathologist, 70; Sir George 
! Moseley, former senior tjrfl set- 
's vanU 73; Sir Geoffrey Mutaahy, 
I chairman. Kingfisher. 56; Sir Philip 
Mvers, former HM Inspector of 
Constabulary, 67; Mr ^ 
former Director-General, National 
Farmers’ Union, 72. 

TOMORROW: Professor Averil 
Cameron, 'flhrdett, Keble College, 
Oxford, 58; Miss 

Ibor, 31; Professor David Daube^ 
Emeritus Regius Professor of GW 
Law, Oxford University, 89; Mr Os* 
ten Ellis, harpist, 70 ;M^halof^ 
raF Sir John Grandy, 85, Admiral 
of the fleet Lord HiU-Norton, 83; 
Lady Howe of Ateravon, Cha^- 
^BioadcastingSrand«*Com- 

Maddotfe Martin . 

jSfe Commissioner to Malawi. 55; 
Sf Alexander Papamarkou, in- 


ternational financier, 68; Dr June 
Paterson-Brown, former Chief Com- 
missioner, Girl Guides, 66; Lord 
Rayne, chairman, London Merchant 
Securities, 80; Sir Richard Southern, 
former President, St John’s Col- 
lege, Oxford. 86; The Rev Dr John 
Hi dor. Development Officer. Harris 
Manchester College, Oxford. 68; 
Mr John Williams, composer and 
conductor, 66. 

Anniversaries 
TODAY: Births St Thomas More, 
1478; Sir James Augustus Henry 
Murray, editor of the Oxford New 
English Dictionary, 1837. Deaths: 
Ann Raddiffe (Wud), novelist, 1823; 
Adolphe Sax, inventor of the saxo- 
phone, 1894. On this day: Edward 
of Caernarvon (later King Edward IT) 
was created Prince of Wales, 1301. 
Today is the Ffeast Day of St Adau- 
cus, St Luke the Younger, St Moses. 
St Richard, “kinsf. St Silvin and St 
Theodore of Heraclea. 

TOMORROW: Births John Rus- 
kin, writer, artist and art critic, 1819; 
Jules Verne, novelist, 1828; James 
Dean (James Byron), actor, 1931. 
Deaths Maty. Queen of Scots, be- 
headed 1587; Robert Michael Bal- 
Jantyne; author of books for boys, 
1894. On the day: the Great Frost 
of London ended, 1740. Tomorrow 
is the Feast Day of St Cuthman, St 
Elfteda. St Jerome EnuKam, Si John 
of Matha, St MeingoJd, St Nicetius 
or Nizier of Besan§on and St Stephen 
ofMuret 

St Matthew's Church, 
Cambridge 

St Ma ftbe w’s Church, Cambridge, is 
hoWiqg a reunion weekend on 25/26 
July 1998. Former members please 
telephone 01223 363545 or 316916 
for details, by 30 ApriL 


FAITH & REASON 


Now ghosts are more popular than God 


Why is belief in the 
paranormal rising despite 
Britain^ supposed scientific 
rationalisml Because, argues 
Andrew Brown, it offers the 
illusion of control in a world 
which seems increasingly 
wanton. 


One of tbe oddest and least predicted 
facts about the last 50 years has been 
the inexorable rise of superstition. At 
a time wliea the whole world has been 
transformed by modern science (and in 
the places where that transformation is 
most complete) there is an almost 
complete rejection of the foundation- 
al beliefs of scientific rationality. This 
has not, as we afl know, led to any resur- 
gence in traditional religion or ewnwbal 
you might call traditional miracles. 
What has grown up instead is a mish- 
mash of private behefe. jostling uneasily 
together like ice floes on a chilly sea of 
.ignorance. A newspaper poll this week 
suggested that far more people now be- 
fieve fa ghosts, or ESP, than go to church. 

Most of the explanations for this 
phenomenon have come from the dis- 
gruntled losers; the scientists and the 


religious; both of whom incline to 
blame credulity of the masses. “When 
people do not believe in God, they do 
not believe in nothing, they believe in 
anything,” said Chesterton, and this is 
a remark less profound than it is gen- 
erally taken to be. As an analysis, it 
doesn’t cany us much farther than the 
sodo-biologists' contention that people 
are born gullible and will believe any- 
thing their parents tell them and nev- 
er think thereafter. How tough-minded 
socio-biologjsts have evolved from such 
a mass of credulity is never property ex- 
plained, of course. 

1 think it is more useful to ask what 
needs these beliefs are fulfilling. Ob- 
viously it is wrong to choose beliefethai 
are repugnant to truth simply because 
they make us feel better bul people who 
reason this far seldom go on to otmsider 
that bizarre and irrational beliefs, if they 
persist, must not only make people feel 
better, but not dash too violently with 
the truth, or possibly expres s truths 
which seem peripheral to what they are 
ostensibly about 

Tb take a simple example: many peo- 
ple believe that tbe end of the world is 
imminent, and foretold by prophecy. 
None the less, we can and should dis- 
criminate among these beliefs even 
when they are expressed in what seem 


to be tbe same words, by asking how 
they function in the lives of the people 
who bold them. Tbe same belief can car- 
ry the message that tbe world is ulti- 
mately manageable and wfll turn out for 
tbe best or that it is all hopeless and 
the best policy is suicide. There is a cel- 
ebrated study of apocalyptic belief 
among the technicians who look after 
American nudear missiles, which found 
that believing in the imminent divine- 
ly planned end of the wodd helped them 


mg for it- and so, probably made it less 
likely to happen, at least by accident 
On the other hand, the followers of the 
Golden Tfemple Order, who also believe 
they will be raptured up to heaven in 
the skies, think it necessary to kill 
themselves fast, and this minor doctrinal 
point has considerable practical 
cotEequences. 

One of the important things about 
the surge of paranormal belief is how 
few consequences and costs it has. This 
is not hnmediateiy apparent When peo- 
ple say they believe in astrology or in 
Tbrot predictions, we are tempted to as- 
sume that they do so when these con- 
tradict other evidence. But of course 
they don’t There was a survey last au- 
tumn in which people were asked 
whether they believed in astrology — 


overwhelmingly they said they did. 
Would they base decisions on it? Over- 
whelmingly they would not. 

So there is a sort of reasonableness 
behind this, even if ft is the rationality 
of the emotions; responding to their own 
needs. But this sudden suige of emo- 
tional anarchy is surely on one level a 
response to the emotional emptiness of 
modern economic life. Individuals don’t 
matter in a modern economy. That is 
what makes it so successful and at the 
same time so unsatisfying. 

The paranormal, by contrast, offers 
a constantly shifting set of perspectives 
in which individuals matter; and the flu- 
idify is pan of its charm. It is like am- 
bient music As soon as you have gone 
through reading toes, you are on to 
homeopathy for cats, or feng shin. None 
of these relates to each other, none pre- 
tends to offer a coherent view of the 
universe; but all provide the central il- 
lusion that what we do makes a differ- 
ence to the universe. Newspapers 
should not sneer at this too much, since 
the most successful ones are exactly 
those which convince their readers 
that they and their prejudices matter. 
Is it more dishonest to do so with 
horoscopes or news stories? 

• ‘Fatih & Reason' is edited by Paul I - bBefy 
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There is already an entitlement to privacy, and Irvine is right to enforce it 
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It is time to come to the defence of Lord 
Irvine. The Lord Chancellor was pilloried 
this week for suggesting that jour nalists 
should be prevented by law from print- 
ing the facts of a cabinet minister’s affair. 
The knee-jerk condemnation heaped 
upon bis wig almost entirely avoided the 
important question: was he right? What 
is more, he was gleefully traduced for hav- 
ing “blundered”, “gaffed” and spoken out 
of turn. 

Let us get a few things straight. Der- 
ry Irvine’s alleged mistake was to have an- 
swered a question put to him by a 
journalist He was asked how entrench- 
ing the right to privacy of the European 
Convention on Human Rights in British 
law would have affected the case of 
Robin Cook and his secretary. It was a se- 
rious question and he gave a serious an- 
swer. He did not pause to think, “I 
wonder what the tabloids will make of 
this?” ft is bypoaitical, therefore, for those 
who bemoan politicians’ unw illin gness to 
engage in intelligent and open public de- 
bate to accuse Lord Irvine of lacking “po- 
litical judgement”. 

It was not only journalists who were 
unfairly critical. Indeed, it was the Prime 
Minister's official spokesman who turned 
a small “Irvine gags press” story into a big 
“Blair slaps down mentor” story. Of 


course, as'ffieiSjSOkSifBirT^ 
terday, the timing of Lord Irvine’s remarks 
was not belpfuL Good. We want more 
politicians capable ofansweriog questions 
at times when the spin doctors do not want 
them asked, even if their' answers take 
them “off message”. • - 

Much ofrhepr^reactioii-to the Lord 
Chancellor’s interview was, in' any case, 
based on a misunde rstan ding. He talked 
of strengthening the rules o n privacy op- 
erated by the Press Complaints Com- 
mission (PCC), with a power to impose 
fines of up to £10,000.- Farfrom" increas- 
ing the scope of the law; this was specif- 
ically intended to avert the need for the 
courts to rule cm issues of privacy . 

The fact is drat we have a privacy law 
already, called Article 8 of the European 
Convention. This sets out the right to re- 
spect for “private and famity.itfeV in- 
cluding one's home and" correspondence, 
whk^ must cot be interfered with by “pub- 
lic authorities". Although the convention 
does not give individuals the power to en- 
force this right to privacy against the me- 
dia directly, there is an obligation on 
regulatory bodies such as the PCC even 
if they are not government agencies. And 
there is a more general obligation on gov- 
ernment itself to safeguard the: right to 
privacy. 


la 




a l commentators are the most exercised 
by die alleged imposition of statutory con- 
trols on a free press. 

The Lord Chancellor may not have 
been wise to talk so casualty of the PGC 
devising a mechanism of “prior restraint” 
to stop newspapers before" they publish 
something which is an unjustified invasion 
of privacy. The phrase is as old and as sa- 
cred as the idea of freedom of the press, 
w hich, according to Blackstone in 1765, 
“consists in laying no previous restraints 
upon publications, and not in freedom 
from censure for criminal matter when 
published”. _ • 

However, as David Aaronovitch point- 
ed out in these pages yesterday, this is not 
a principle which should be elevated to 
theology. There is tittle point in having a 
right to privacy if you can enforce it only 
after the damage has been done. But pri- 
or restraint is something winch should only 
be considered, as with injunctions for li- 
bel, in cases where there is an over- 


Lord Irvine is about to make this right 
more tangible by making it enforceable 
in British courts, rather than requiring cit- 
izens to turn to Strasbourg. That is 
strongly supported by this newspaper and 
almost the entire spectrum of liberal opin- 
ion. It is odd, therefore, that some liber- 


whelznmg public-interest argument 
against publication. 

This is where Lord Irvine did stray into 
error. He said that the PCC should have 
ordered the News of the World not to re- 
port the Foreign Secretary’s affair. Now, 
it would be right to argue that a newspaper 
should not have published die story. We 


do not think that it is right for photog- 
raphers to stake out someone’s flat in or- 
der ro ob tain proof of marital infidelity. 
Lord Irvine asked, rhetorically: “What 
public interest is there in disclosing 
that 9 " At the time of pubtication, there 
was none. Although, when it enraged that 
Mr Cook had sacked his diary secretary 
and thought about appointing Gaynor Re- 
gan in her place, a kind of posthumous: 
case could be made. 

But there is a larger issue. We may dis- 
approve of what theMnra of the Wbrld did, 
but that is not the same as saying that it 
should be prevented by law from doing 
it In the scale of human rights, that of 
privacy (Article 8) should be balanced by 
that of freedom of expression (Attide 10). 
If the Case of the Foreign Secretary^ Se6- 
retary had been tested against the Euro- 
pean Convention, free speech would 
weigh heavier than privacy. Lorff Irvine 
even admitted that the courts wchjW be 
“unli ke ly to grant an injunction in favour 
of any public figure”- in which case, why 
did he think the PCC should impose pri- 
or restraint? 

On this point Lord Irvine may' have 
been wrong, but the argument is finely bal- 
anced, diffic ult and important He should 
be praised rather than vilified for engaging 
in it- 
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Iraqi crisis 

Before we work ourselves into 
a war mindset over the un- 
doubted dangers presented by 
Iraq, it might be advisable to 
consider some wider aspects of 
the situation. 

First, both the United King- 
dom and the United States are 
signatories to the 1977 Proto- 
cols to the Geneva Conventions. 
The Protocols expressly forbid 
the bombardment of installa- 
tions con tainin g hazardous sub- 
stances. Second, it would seem 
unwise to risk sending a cascade 
of nerve gases or anthrax spores 
into the environment with mas- 
sive attacks of high explosive. 

Such mass-kffiiqg weapons as 
chemical and biological agents 
sbould be got rid of, and Un- 
scom has evidently done much. 
But it has always been the case, 
and always will be so, that the 
consequences of warlike acts are 
incalculable. Bombing Iraq 
again would not be clever, there 
are much better alternatives. 
FREDERICK STARKEY 
Mold, Chvyd 


Our national bear 
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Winnie- the-Pboh and friends 
are in for a shock should they 
return to tins country if, as 
• your headline suggests (“A scan- 
dal that would rock Seven Acre 
Wood”; 6 February), what was 
once the 100 Acre Wood has 
shrunk to a mere seven acres. 
Is this yet another example of 
the intolerable pressures on 
our countryside? 

MARK BURGESS 
Taunton, Somerset 


Your leading article (“When it 
comes to welfare, the special re- 
lationship offers a lesson in 
failure ”, 6 February) supports 
military action against Iraq “if 
it is justified in international 
law”. International law says 
that no state has the right to al- 
ter the domestic political 
arrangement of other states 
through overt military means 
(UN Declaration, 1970). 

Milftaryaction against Iraq 
would be justifiable if it had the 
full backing of the UN Securi- 
ty Council. But in the absence 
of a consensus on the Security 
Council favouring the use of 
force, the impending air strikes 
on Iraq would not only violate 
international law, but would also 
add substance to the oft- 
repeated accusation that the 
UN is merely an instrument of 
Angl o-American domination. 
RANDH1R SINGH BAINS 
Gants HitL Essex 




Free dome 






An F-34 jet fighter takes off from the aircraft carrier USS George Washington in the Gulf, as part of Operation Southern Watch 


Jim Hollander / Reuters 


US intentions have been clear 
for many years: the creation and 
maintenance of a large and 
stable market for their products, 
especially in the lucrative arms 
sector. They have achieved this 
by creating imaginary enemies, 
minor wars and Nalo, and by 
playing around in the domestic 
affairs of other countries. 

In each case, Britain has 
been disposed to lend a hand 
and to ask few questions. (Last 
year. Gore Vidal referred to the 
United Kingdom as “the Amer- 
icans' favourite aircraft carrier”). 
It seem to matter tittle how bru- 
tal the polity; the US maintains 
its allies in western Europe. 

As we appear to be on the 
eve of another attack on Iraq we 
must hope that the threat is a 
real threat, that it will truly make 
the world a safer place, and that 
Britain is not just another cog 
in the machine. 

ADRIAN KHALL 
Madrid 


Prior to the 1991 Gulf War, 
two reports were circulated 
which created great hostility to- 
wards Iraq, to the extent of mak- 
ing public opinion supportive of 
waging a ruthless war. The first 
story was about Iraq amassing 
troops and tanks on the 
Kuwait/Saudi border in prepa- 
ration for an attack on Saudi 
Arabia, the world's largest oQ 
exporter. The second story was 
about Iraqi soldiers seizing in- 
cubators from a Kuwaiti hos- 
pital and discarding the babies. 
A few years later, both stories 
were proven to be untrue 
(Channel Four, The Lies That 
Made the Gulf War, January 
1996). However, the damage 
bad already been done. 
RNADHMI 
London SW6 


nourished populations and also 
causes brittle teeth. 

Natural fluoride is different 
to the “artificial” fluoride put 
in water - even so, in areas 
where it occurs naturally to a 
significant degree, there are 
health problems. Artificial flu- 
oride is a waste product of the 
steel and fertiliser industries and 
requires safe storage and dis- 
posal. Even fluoridated tooth- 
paste carries a warning not to 
swallow. ' 

MAUREEN MADDOCK 

York 


Risks from fluoride 


What is emerging from the 
Iraqi crisis is the general ac- 
ceptance, at face value, of the 
American and British govern- 
ments’ allegations about Iraq. 


Dental health is improving in 
Britain, yet only 10 per cent of 
people drink fluoridated water, 
so it is clear that fluoride in war 
ter is not necessary (“Fluoride 
fear condemns children to tooth 
decay”, 5 February). 

Mass medication through 
our public water supply is a very 
dangerous precedent Most Eu- 
ropean countries have banned 
fluoride in their water supplies 
due to health and safety fears. 
There is strong scientific evi- 
dence that fluoride causes many 
health problems - it weakens 
the immune system, it is linked 
to increased cancer death rates 
and osteosarcoma rates in 
young males, and increased hip 
fractures rates, it adversely af- 
fects genes and chromosomes, 
reduces insulin production by 
the pancreas, affects thyroid and 
kidney functions, increases the 
infant mortality rate in under- 


If the parents in your case stud- 
ies (5 February) have heard 
about fluoridation of water and 
take their children for regular 
dental check-ups, how come 
they haven't heard of fluoride 
tablets? This- leaves the choice 
and responsibility of fluoride 
consumption with the parents 
which, in my opinion, is where 
it belongs. 

ANI HARRIS 
High Peak, Derbyshire 


call them, are a great way to find 
out what viewers think and feel 
in detail and depth; but are not 
a substitute for artistic judge- 
ment Had group discussions ex- 
isted in Shakespeare's day, 1 
expect the ending of Borneo and 
Juliet would have been changed. 

We all want to see BBC dra- 
ma that is aimed at both mi- 
norities and majorities, which 
pushes forward the boundaries 
as well as reflecting cunent pref- 
erences, That is why the BBC 
most not be afraid of taking artis- 
tic risks, but at the same time lis- 
tening to viewers’ opinions. 
JUDITH WARDLE 
London SE5 


Queen Victoria in 1854, on a 
ceremonial occasion. But he was 
not a member of the House; and 
the woolsacks are, in any event, 
strictly speaking, regarded as 
outside it 

GEORGE CHOWDHARAY- 
BEST 

London SW3 


Food fights 


End of the drought 


The first black peer? 


Aims of BBC drama 


How distressing to see Michael 
Wearing, the head of BBC dra- 
ma serials, forced to resign 
over the increased use of Amer- 
ican -style focus groups at the 
BBC (report, 6 February). As 
one who conducts over 100 
such groups a year, for a whole 
variety of clients, I know their 
limitations as well as their ad- 
vantages. 

Group discussions, as we 


Cari Jackson (letter % 5 February) 
may be right' to include 
Baroness- Flather and Lord 
Chitnis in the category of 
“black"; but the actual skin 
colour of most people whose an- 
cestors originated from the 
Asian sub-comincnt is brown. 

However, if Carl Jackson in- 
sists on describing us as black 
(and some of us love it), then 
the first Indian to be created a 
peer was Sir Satyendra Sinha, 
who became Under-Secretary of 
State for India and was raised 
to the peerage of the United 
Kingdom in 1919. Indians had 
actually “sat” in the House of 
Lords before that; for example, 
the deposed ruler of the Pun- 
jab, Maharajah Duieep Singh, 
was seated on one of the wool- 
sacks by special command of 


The water industry has no wish 
to be a labelled a “prophet of 
gloom” (report 4 February), but 
is it realty surprising that it’s still 
cautious about the prospects for 
the UK’s water supplies? 

Of the 17 companies repre- 
sented by the Water Companies 
Association, seven rate their un- 
derground supplies as low, two 
are restricting the use of hose- 
pipes and sprinklers, and six be- 
lieve substantial rainfall over the 
□ext two mouths is needed. 
Yes, surface reservoirs are fuller 
than normal but in East Anglia, 
up to 50 per cent of water 
comes from underground - and 
that’s where the problem is. 

So is the drought over? In 
terms of rainfall, yes. But in 
terms of the amount of water 
available for public supplies, 
we’ll only realty know the an- 
swer to that in April. 

PAMELA TAYLOR 
Chief Executh* 

The Water Companies 
Association 
London SW1 


By elevating personal experi- 
ence to universal truth, Kathy 
Harvey (“Give me fish fingers 
- again and again”, 4 February) 
perpetuates the myth that chil- 
dren are naturally fussy and re- 
luctant eaters, and that refusing 
to eat is somehow “normal”. 

Some families treat a shared 
meal as a pleasure, both because 
it is a sociable occasion and be- 
cause they like eating. The chil- 
dren generally enjoy their food, 
but if on a particular occasion 
they do not feel like eating what 
is offered, they are free to leave 
it and it is no big deal. They are 
not pleaded with, cajoled or or- 


assessment of my tax liabilities 
without continual arguments 
with my local inspector. 

The form was not impossi- 
ble to complete. It did require 
a little thought but no more 
than the previous tax return 
form. The example given in your 
report “A paper-chasing, form- 
filling nightmare” (29 January) 
suggests that inertia and fear 
have been the greatest problems 
in meeting die deadline. 

My sympathies, for once, 
are with the Inland Revenue. 
JR SMART 
Wokingham, Berkshire 


I was a 20-year-old working boy 
at the time of the Festival of 
Britain in 1951 (letter, 3 Feb- 
ruary) and, although I went to 
the site several times and en- 
joyed the free attractions, I 
was never able to afford the 
dome. This time, since it is the 
people's money that is building 
the Millennium Dome, why 
cannot we all get in free? 
LOUIS LAWRENCE 
Ventnor. Isle of Wight 


Short memories 


dered to eat: eating is a normal S~\ T TOTt T T /V T T/"YT”'r 
response to their own hunger, U1 t U IN VjJJ Uit 

and not something done to 
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Sin One good thing about the 
water shortage was that it had 
begun to remind us of the val- 
ue of natural resources we had 
been taking for granted. Should 
we now resume throwing that 
idea out with the bath water? 
PETER LANYON 
Leistort, Suffolk 


and not something done to 
please others. 

Others (or "every parent”, as 
Kathy Harvey would have it) 
treat eating as an unfortunate 
necessity, to be foisted on on- 
wflling children by stealth (eg 
toddlers fed amidst a circus pa- 
rade of distracting toys), threats 
or bribery. The children, un- 
derstandably, come to view 
everything put on their plate 
with deep suspicion, and to 
take a certain pleasure in the rit- 
ual games played out each time 
they push it away. 

Parents need to realise that 
they are free to choose which 
group they join. 

BU/L STYLES 
JOANNA GOYDER 
Brussels 


My job is to be noble and fine - Clare Short Secretory of- 
State for Overseas Development 


Before Blair tries to suck up to the IRA by apologising for. 
Bloody Sunday, shouldn’t the IRA apologise for the bloody 
Sunday, Monday. Tuesday, Wednesday. Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday they have inflicted on the people of this 
country? - Lord Tebbrt Tory peer 

Some young writers cannot get then work produced if they 
don’t set out to shock. And so many people I know are ■ 
reluctant to go to the theatre because there is so much filth 
and violence - Peter Wolff philanthropist 

Ever since my daughter was bom, I feel the fleetingness of .' 
ome, and I don’t want to waste it on getting the peifect.lipT 
colour — Madonna, pop singer 

The worst career move any tyrant can make is to soften the 
regime - George Walden, former Tory minister 

It is an Opposition of trivial pursuits, frankly, at the 
moment - Tony Blair 


Fear of tax forms 


I was delighted when the Inland 
Revenue moved to self- 
assessment because it seemed 
to give the opportunity, for tbe 
first time, to get a correct 


I was writing my PhD thesis on reduced dimensionality in 
molecular representation when we decided to write the - 
tactaesti ghtacs 1 film instead ~ Tom Barlow, a research - 


The Wush people will one day become extinct ", 
John Vincent, historian, on the Scots' falling birthrate 
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The Labour backbencher 
Gwyneth Dunwoody should be 
commended for drawing our at- 
tention to the plight of the 
Pooh Five (report, 6 February). 
Personally, bcwever, I’d be hap- 
py to let New York keep the 
stuffed toysin return for the re- 
moval from our television 
screens of the indescribable 
Americanised Disney cartoon 
version of our national bear. 
MARK WILSON 
Leeds 


New Labour spent £l.5m on an 
advertising campaign aimed at . 
addressing the recruitment ciy 
sis in teaching, with the slogan 
“No one forgets a good 
teacher”. The announcement on 
pay (report, 30 January) would 
suggest the Goveram6nt_has 
done just that <r. r; 

PETER G WARD 
Bowton, Cheshire - * V . 
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IN PURSUIT OF 
LOST PROPERTY 


It is hardly surprising that the family of 
Juan YQlasante Paz were not paying 
attention when - 10 days ago - the draw 
was made for Spanish national lottery. 
For, two hours earlier, the 76-year-old 
Galician retired roadsweeper had had a 
heart attack and popped his dogs. Within 
the week his niece, Maria Antonia 
Akrasa, and the other family members, 
had buried their elderly relative in his 
best suit. 

Only when the story emerged that the 
winning ticket had not been produced, 
and the £2m had not been claimed, did 
the grieving relatives realise that the 
outstanding numbers matched those 
drawn by the deceased man. In which 
case his ticket, wherever it might be, was 
now the passport to vast riches. But 
where was it? 

Leisurely searches through the old 
man’s small dwelling most have become 
ever more frantic, as the ticket failed to 
be found. It was not in the chest of 
drawers. It was not inside an empty 
biscuit tin in the larder. It was not under 
the mattress. It was not even in the 
pockets of any of his clothes. Or wasn’t 
it? There was, of course, they realised, 
one suit no one had looked in. And that 
was buried under six feet of Galician soiL 

It must have been a painful moment for 
the appalled family - none of them 
wealthy- when it dawned upon them that, 
if they were to enjoy the fruits of 
Providence, they would first have to 
exhume Unde Juan. As I write, their 
application for this spot of Juanupmanship 
is still under consideration. 

But this raises an important legal and 
moral question. Can it be said that 
proceeds of the subterranean ticket, even 
if they do manage to retrieve it, actually 
belong to them? Can the money be part 
of the estate of Mr VHlasante Paz, given 
that he died before the winning ticket was 
actually drawn? 


Keepers 

.®5 nB * der 1116 situation had Juan - 

himself a man of modest means - 
ett a will stating that his house, say, and 
most of his money should go to Maria 
Antonia, and that the residue (which he 
believed to be nearly nothing) should be 
gtven to her evil (and fictional) sister 
Fortunata, ^ residue now contains the 
wmn higs from the ticket, Fortunata will be 
a wealthy woman, free to indulge her dark 
and expensive Galician whims. 

Bank that one, and lei us now return 
to Britain and to Stafford Crown Court, 
where, this week, a landmark judgment 
was made concerning the ownership of 
another kind of lost treasure - golf balls. 
Hie suit centred on a series of “water 
hazards” (a generic golfing term for 
ponds, lakes and puddles') in which the 
more inept golfers at the Bransron Golf 
and Country Club were continually losing 
tbeir golf balls. 

TWice a year, the court heard, the 
professional golfers and caddies at the 
dub dredged the hazards - as they were 
entitled to do by virtue of the club’s rules 
- retrieved the balls and sold them in the 
dub shop at 5 Op a throw. 

This happy arrangement was recently 
disrupted by two enterprising Leeds men, 
Gary Thewlis and Philip Rzonca, who 
descended upon the club at dead of night 
dressed in wetsuits, gathered up the halls, 
and set off back for home. A policemen 
intercepted them, and discovered their 
booty in the back of the car. They were 
arrested and charged with theft. The golf 
dub confidently expected conviction and 
restitution of their purloined property. 

Amazingly the judge thought 
otherwise. Judge Simon Touking advised 
the jury that "property which has been 
abandoned cannot be stolen”. He 
continued - even more extraordinarily - 
"if property has not been abandoned, but 
a defendant genuinely believed that it 
had, that defendant cannot be convicted 
of theft’’ The jury agreed and Messrs 
Thewlis and Rzonca were acquitted. 

Finally our tour takes us to Montpellier, 
in the South of France, where a number of 
local gravediggers were this week charged 
with the theft - over 15 years - of 
thousands of pounds worth of gold fillings, 
jewellery and clothing from corpses buried 
in the Saint-Lazare cemetery. One of the 
disgraced men was found to have one 
pound or more of dental gold in his house. 
Most of their loot was procured when 
bodies were being exhumed, after the 
leases on plots had expired. 

The Montpellier miscreants must hope 
that their case is heard before the French 
equivalent of Judge Tbnldng. For if 
leaving gold in a hoiefor eternity is not 
abandonment of property, then God 
knows what is. Under the Tonking rules 
there would not be the slightest chance of 
conviction. 

And the same fear must surely impel 
the family of Juan Villasante Paz to 
speedy action. For all I know Mr Thewlis 
or Mr Rzonca may be purchasers of The 
Independent, and even are now to be 
counted among the millions of readers 
poring, as you do, over these words. Even 
now they may making calls to Spain, or 
railing up “Galician Cemeteries” on the 
Internet. For if the lottery ticket has been 
abandoned - and may be claimed by the 
man who holds it - the investment in two 
second-class seats to Bilbao, a pickaxe, a 
spade and a lantern will seem small by 
comparison with the riches that await. 
Fortunata, beware! 


Monica Lewinsky was not America s 
only intern — what do the rest do. 


ALISSA 

QUART 

UNPAID AND 
UNEQUAL 


The White House sex scandal 
has put Monica Lewinsky m the 
news with many unsavoury ap- 
peilations - not the least of 
them “former White House in- 
tern”. As the nation's most fa- 
mous intern, Lewinsky is - 
like the thousands of the oth- 
er post-teen inhabitants of 
America’s bottom work rung - 
a paradox of powerlessness 
and privilege. 

Despite the gilded cage in 
which she is now trapped, I 
“feel the pain” of the former 
intern. Or rather. I’ve felt that 
pain, as both an intern and a 
“girl". As an intern (in New 
York City), I've read out loud 
the daily newspaper followed 
by an alphabetised list of phone 
tails, while my “boss” received 
his in-office massage. And I’ve 
watched others experience far 
more miserable and hapless 
bouts doing the middle-class 
slave labour euphemised as 
“interning”. 

President Clinton' s 24- 
year-old alleged paramour ra- 
diates a spoiled sort of 
vulnerability. In her 1995 
White House internship, she 
was an unpaid assistant serving 
the Beltway's power £lite. Of 
course, she was also an in- 
dulged doctor's daughter, 
wealthy enough to labour with- 
out remuneration. It’s the com- 
bination of pampered 
pre-adultness and humiliating 
insignificance that has con- 
tributed to the lack of sympa- 
thy for her in the press. Her 
intern status makes her an 
even tackier joke, as evidenced 
in accounts of her adolescent 
stay at a weight-loss camp and 
her parents’ Southern Cali- 
fornia divorce settlement which 
included the cost of her ther- 
apy. 

According to people who 
track internships, 75 per cent 
of interns (ie worker trainees) 
axe college students, and 50 to 
60 per cent of them work for 
nothing. Clean, assured, often 
bearing degrees from fancy 
liberal arts colleges, the un- 
compensated apprentice usu- 
ally learns, over the course of 
her (or his) internship, some 
very ' important life lessons. 
Like how to sit still, how to or- 
der bottled water, how to kow- 
tow to higbere-up and perhaps 
how to sabotage office culture 
- which is part of how to nav- 
igate it (one in tern 1 know spent 
his research hours racking up 
calls to sex services on the com- 
pany’s dime). 

I’ve heard of young women 
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No press sympathy: Monica, with her father and stepmother outride a restaurant m Los ge 


getting asked on dates, in awe 
of 40-year-old editors with 
balding pates and a suspicious 
mastery of the slang of their in- 
tern’s generation. I’ve also 
seen young men quickly ex- 
change their student syco- 
phancy for a more advanced, 
clean-shaven toadyism. 

Lewinsky's legally a woman 
but she is known as a “girl" by 
the press. In her case, the link 
between her appellations 
“girl” and “ex-intern" are hard- 
ly coincidental The mixture of 
vulnerability and special at- 
tention associated with being 


power with their young unpaid 
female employees.” As a safe- 
guard a gainst that imbalance, 
ABC News has all its interns 
watch a video about harass- 
ment in the workplace. Eco- 
nomic exploitation of interns is 
more common than boss-to-in- 
tem sexual harassment In- 
tern-tormenting is so common 
a pursuit, it appears In Scott 
Adams popular comic strip of 
office culture, Dtlbert. 

Yet internship literature, 
from guidebooks to newspa- 
pers. usually presents intern- 
ships as “learning experiences”. 


and has an extensive applica- 
tion. White House interns an- 
swer correspondence from 
constituents. Some get to work 

on the White House Web site. 

Uncompensated work is ef- 
fective at one thing: helping the 

professional class to repro- 
duce itself. Who else but rich 
kids ran afford to work in styl- 
ish companies for nothing? 
Part of the sweaty bargain of 
the intern economy is that 
once the adult paid job is ob- 
tained, the intern gets to for- 
get her hours of prior servility. 
But Monica Lewinsky, the per- 


America’s most famous intern - like 
thousands of unpaid post-teen workers - is a 
{paradox of powerlessness and privilege 


both a girl and 3n unpaid 
worker trainee has been pre- 
sent in such notorious intero- 
■ sfiip programs as the one at 
Spin magazine. Last spring, 
Bob Guccione Jr was found 
guilty in Manhattan Federal 
Court of allowing a hostile en- 
vironment at Spin's offices in 
the early 1990s. At Spin, he and 
other editors dated and propo- 
sitioned interns. “Guccione 
and other editors saw my client 
[the magazine’s eventual re- 
search editor] and other 
women as girls and not as pro- 
fessionals, even after they were 
no longer interns but staff 
members,” said Hillary 
Richard, the attorney for one 
of the former Spin editors. 
“With internships, you often 
have men in positions of pow- 
er and a complete imb ala nc e of 


There arc even pundits who 
urge young people to go pay- 
less, writing tracts such as Bob 
Weinstein's I’ll Work For Free! 
Inteming's ever-increasing 
popularity is cheered on by 
magazines that depend on in- 
terns to do their grimier re- 
search and filing . American 
glamour industries draw heav- 
ily from this pool of free or very 
cheap labour. MTV “employs” 
up to 200 at a go. In contrast, 
The Late Show With David 
Letierman offers a mere 30 un- 
paid positions. The Internship 
Bible, a guide to the subject for 
prospective trainees, lists more 
than 100,000 internships. The 
White House is one of them - 
according to The Bibk there are 
1,200 applicants per year for 
200 positions. The programme 
calls for “enthusiastic students” 


petu&l former intern, will nev- 
er get to live down this 
deflating life stage. Let her case 
bring attention to the decrepi- 
tude and worthlessness of in- 
ternships. Where’s the 
“opportunity” in pouring ton- 
er into copiers, of having only 
youth and good skin on your 
side when you try to leave the 
office before seven? 

Most of the training the 
trainee receives is in office 
power disparities. Of course. 


some interns do learn a few 
th mge -other than that they are 
not as smart as their professore 
told them they were, that their 
fear of the fax machine is up- 
pity, and that in the real world, 
older men like younger women 

and will stare at them across a 

divider. In one internship, I 
learned I wanted to be a jour- 
nalist Some friends received 
valuable training interning at 
newspapers. 

On the other hand, some- 
what ominously, 1 watched un- 
paid workers about to be 
discarded learn to talk of their 
new institutions in term of 
“we”, as in “We produced that 
songstresses video.” A budding 
new journalist I know decided 
against a first-hand experience 
of her boss and an elaborate, 
w hisky -fuelled night of power 
anti subjection. According to 

Hillaiy Abramson, editor of the 
forthcoming guidebook/4/ner- 

ica's Top Internships , and, as 
one migh t imagine, a support- 
er of the institution, both sex- 
ual harassment of interns and 
boss-trainee dating are un- 
common. As for Monica 
Lewinsky, Abramson says that 
Lewinsky has simply drawn at- 
tention to one of America's top 
internships. And, adds Abram- 
son: “She’s shown that intern- 
ships do provide you with 
connections.” 

The writer is a journalist and 
former intern in New York City. 


Bulgaria in Crisis 
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Why the Dependent Territories are like a virgin 



TREVOR 

PHILLIPS 

1 FROM HERE 
TO ST HELENA 


In the Department of Revi- 
sionist History, there are few 
more fertile areas of invention 
than sex. There are lessons for 
pqiitidans here. In both sex 

and polity Oae urge to stretch 

dB. tntih to enhance your rep- 
utation fe almost irresistible. 


one piece of history that women 
would not be able to embellish: 
either you are a virgin or you 
aren’t There should be no risk 
of ambiguity - Clintonesque 
definitions of sex notwith- 
standing. Trust the Dutch to 
make fools of us alL 

According to the British 
Medical Journal, doctors in the 
Netherlands are “reconstruct- 
ing" the hymens of young 
bridesHo-be, particularly among 
minority communities. The rea- 
son is that the women - and 

their families -are terrific 

should their new husbands find 
out the truth, the youngwomen 
will be shunned, abandoned 
and worse. It seems a smaH 
thing to do to prevent a life- 
time’s humiliation and anfaip- 
niness; but is it right to subject 
“ «mtftsnue treat- 


make the account of a past ro- 
mantic experience _ longer. 


ally was? After all, in most 
s there are only two com- 
ng accounts of the svenc 
jemed; and most of the 
i: it flatters both parties to 
. in Techw- 


tromeu iv — y. . 

ment in order to satisfy mate 

vanity? Or to pul it another way, 

would any sensible woman 
choose to marry a roan * 

her past that he would regard 

af TZ^ZLnof r 

ba moons8B!ew“’«f ved ^ 

members of Eeropes roya^ 


that there was 


a grown-up society. There are 
cases where previous inter- 
course has been “forced”; but 
surely the young women are 
hardly to blame. 

However these matters 
aside, this kind of surgery ras- 
es another fundamental, maybe 
metaphysical question: is a re- 
constructed virgin the same as 
the original article? That is to 
say, after you have had the ex- 
perience, even if you are even- 
tually returned to the original 
physical stale are you actually 
the same person, or are the 
changes simply hidden? And 
should it matter to your new 
spouse? In physics, it is well 
known that if you pass an elec- 
tric current through a magnet, 
and then remove the current, 
the magnet looks and feels the 
same but that it never behaves 
in quite the same way again. 
There is even a peculiarly ap- 
propriate name for It: hystere- 
sis, from foe Greek word for 
“coming late”; ’ouff said. 

All of this takes us quite oat- 
uralty to Mr Robin Cobkwho be- 
ing a man of the world wffl 
understand the problem of dis- 
tinguishing the real thing from 
the manufactured article. This 
week he announced the Gov- 
ernment’s plans to reconstruct 
the connective tissue between 
this country and the so-called 


all over the world. They indude 
tiny places with romantic names 
KV*> A non ilia, Pitcairn Islands. St 
Helena, the South Sandwich Is- 
lands, and naturally enough, 
the British Virgin Islands. These 
were all formerly part of the 
great empire on which the sun 
never set, their presence cm ear- 
ly maps of the world largely jus- 
tified only because British 
navigators needed to know 
where to find water, and after the 
first few colonists settled, where 
to drop foe supplies. Otherwise 
they were simply rocks in the sea. 
Of course, we came to know and 

love foe Ealklands 15 years ago, 
but for foe most part these 
places have hardly ever figured 
on our consciousness. 

That is why, back in 1962, the 
then Conservative government 
was able, through the Com- 
ptonw eahh Immigrants Act, ef- 
fectively to rupture their 
relationship with foe UK, re- 
move these British subjects’ 
ri ght* to come to foe mother 
country and to cast them adrift 
in unfriendl y seas. The break 
took place at the height of the 
era of decolonisation, when 
both mam parties could argue 
that it was the colonies that de- 
manded theirfieedom, and that 
whatever they lost from Lon- 
don’s economic support would 
be made up for in internation- 
al aid. Bui there was never any 


real intention of a quid pro quo. In any event. Cook’s alleged ar- 

The French held their colonies rogance is serving him well; in ^ Mnnpv Th Feed The Children 

dose even after independence; this rase he is dismissing sally, I ^OmOUty 10* eea LHejUIlll£irea 

foe British waved goodbye and fearful nonsense about irnmi- No Money To Heat The Orphanages 
closed foe door. Granted, those gration in order to do foe right I Rni garin is a country in the mkto of a serious economic 
that proved to be valuable stag- thing. In particular, he is right- crisis. Now thousands of chfldren are suffering terribly as 
ing posts for the Navy have been iy holding out for these people I winter readies its coldest point Urgent help is needed, 

well- treated; and Bermuda, the to have Britsh passports; it is the I There is little money to heat fee orphanages. 

Caymans and Gibraltar have least we can do for people who | Chpbanage Directors are having to beg for food from local 

built brilliantly cm that base to helped Britain to project its m3- | villages and rarely know where the next meal is coming 

create economically self-suffi- itaiy power across the globe at - from. In some areas cfafldrea, tike Yordan, are going hungry 
deni countries. However, many, vital moments. I mdthe cold conld prove fatal for many chfldren this winter, 

such as Montserrat, were virtu- However, Robin Cook and ***<*“ ^5‘* old ** «*««*“* Bulgaria’s 

I Children’s Trust, sister charity of The 

doned by the imperial power, aware that however well they re- Ramaniao OnAan^e TW « ***, « 


LEFT TO FREEZE 

Children like Yordan. 
lii ubtody mal- 
nourished could die from 
cold and haiger Ms 
January unless aid 
reaches Aon now. Wish 
tempamures plummeting 
i o -15* Iordan's scant 
clothing and no shoes 
offer Ha link protection 
from the bitter cold and 
there ts no money wheat 
his orphanage. Then ant 
37,000 places fn 
Bulgaria)! orphanages. 



Caymans and Gibraltar have 
built brilliantly cm that base to 
create economically self-suffi- 
cient countries. However, many, 
such as Montserrat, were virtu- 
ally destroyed after being aban- 
doned by the imperial power. 


| No Money To Feed Hie Children 
® No Money To Heat The Orphanages 

I Bulgaria is a country in die midst of a serious economic 
crisis. Now thousands of children are suffering terribly as 


( from. In some areas children, like Yordan, are going h ungr y 
and die cold conld prove fatal for many children this winter. 
Without aid this could be cata st rophic for Bulgaria’s 

I orphanage childr en 

The European Children’s Trust, sister charity of The 


doned by the imperial power. a^red^^^weUtoeyre- Rmoa ^ a 0rpbaoage ^ ^ ^ w ^—ocy 

H.=y remarn pitiful, ctagmg pmtheb«ak,tbe3|i^rasma | foo d ftd u tteiptemaEts in I 

wretches, hoping constantly for 1962 have changed both sides ■ v ^ „ . . , ■ 

of approbation ton in this relatSip. The De- I Yonr gift today win save hres and bnng hope. . 
tfwir frnnw*r gp mtgr rr, cadging an pendent Territories that I know I |h h»itc fiT ^ I 


a smile of approbation from 
then former sponsor, cadging an 
extra dollar in aid here, a new 
hospital there. 

Mr Cook’s decision to bring 
these territories bade into foe 
warm embrace of the former 
power is a noble one. There are 
so votes in it, and some of his 
colleagues are as always fearful 
that people wiD say that Labour 
plans to swamp is with people 
who still cany spears. It is un- 
likely that there will be a flood 
of new applicants for entry; the 
t u at mu im mimberwhoeouki ap- 
piy to settle in foe UK is about 
160,000, and as far as those ter- 
ritories around the Caribbean 
and Atlantic are concerned, foe 
preferred destination now is the 
US, where West Indians are re- 
ntarlrah |y qi<-rp«fiTl frmrtigfflnfg. 


still feel culturally British, but 
they no longer have foe auto- 
matic deference of colonial 
people. They no longer believe 
that every pound of aid money 


| y - * • .tt y •wti f wB yp a 

. -,r.- ■*-' 


I’lcuso send uh;tU-\cr \<hi can In help children 
simiu' Iht' \\ inter or cnJ) DJ273 299399 NOW 


is a boon from the Crown; "f leodceei to save Bulgarian orphanage children. Cheques to ■ 

their leaders are men and I I 

women steeled in politics, and ■ Cant no Ex piry * 


loyal to their own people rather 
than foe majesty of a far-fhmg 
empire. And they will not be shy 
about asking for some share of 
the wealth that they helped to 
create as vital strategic links in 
the map of British naval pow- 
er. It is right to revive foe rela- 
tionship; but after 36 years, 
these renewed virgins may not 
be as soft and yielding as foe fiist 
time around. 


| Si g nato re . 


( Telephone no. 

Retaa to: Tarrys Betzoc, fUA), Bulgaria fimergsney 
Appal, Tbo Bm cp o an OnWiHfs Trasc FREEPOST 
KE8359. 64d Qaoes Street, LONDON. EC4B 4AR or call 
01273 299399 NOW. Regulate! Qm«y N°- 803070 


Please act NOW - winter is here 
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Pru’s plan for £25m centre 
raises stakes in telebank war 

to expand up to its capacity of 


The battle to dominate 
tiie UK’s burgeoning 
market in telebanking 
grew more ferocious 
yesterday as three banks 
announced plans to 
double the staff they 
employ to answer calls. 
As Andrew Verity reports, 
the telebanking boom 
will bring thousands of 
jobs to towns where 
traditional industry has 
been devastated. 


in thousands of new customers 
every week. 

Prudential is to create 1,500 
jobs in a brand new call centre in 

Midlands accent 
‘will not put 
customers off 

PrudentjaTs decision to locate in 
Dertywasytsterday seen as a re- 
buff to many m the mdnstty who 
insisted customers would be put 
off by a Midlands accent 

“We researched lots of fac- 
tors before choosing the site at 
Derby and one was the regional 
accent," said a spokesman for 
the Pru. “It came out very well 
in the research. It's seen as 
quite soft and welcoming.” 

The Prn has also defied a 
prediction that Midlands call 
centres would fail. Research by 
Scottish banks has suggested 
the Scots accent Is seen as 
dean well-spoken and friendly. 

The West Midlands accent 
was unfairly perceived by out- 
siders as indicating stupidity. 
“There’s a very low incidence 
of call centres in the Mid- 
lands,” said Mr John McCann, 
of the Glasgow Development 
Agency. 

Bat the Pru said its centre 
in Dodley had seen unprece- 
dented success in attracting 
callers. 


Derby, quadrupling the nmnbexs 
employed at call centres. Its ex- 
isting centre in Dudley has already 
drawn in 1 15,000 new customers. 

An investment of £25m will 


pitch, giving a much-needed shot 
in the aim for the local economy. 
Many new staff will be taken on 
as pan of the Government’s 
"New Deal" on jobs for the un- 
employed. 


confident we can continue to de- 
velop employment opportunities 
in Derby, budding on the initial 


m the next few months to cope 
with mushrooming demand for 
accounts run in partnership with 
Sainsbury’s. 


Standard Life, which opened 
its new bank just one month ago, 
is set to boost staff numbers far 
beyond jits original expectations. 
When the bank was bundled in 


100 staff to handle calls. 

After receiving 65,000 calls in 
one month, taking £165m in de- 
posits and opening 23/MO new ac- 
counts, Standard life has run out 
of Space for much-needed new 
staff Yesterday it confirmed it will 


mbmgh and recruit a further 400 
staff The hank hopes to open to 
business customers within a 
month. ‘^Business has been phe- 
nomenal," said Jim Spowart, 
managing director of Standard 
Life Bank. 


over the phone later this year. Its 
call centre in Leeds, which cur- 
rently employs 500 staff is likely 


1,300. 

The boon in jobs dealing 
with customers over the phone is 
not confined to banking. Leisure 
groups such as EMI are also do- 
ing an increasing amount ofbusi- 
ness over the phone. 

According to the Glasgow 
Development Agency, Scotland 
alone will see jobs in call cen- 
tres more than double to 37,000 
by the year 2000. With 120 call 
centres already running across 
Scotland, the industry has quin- 
tupled in the last five years. 

While most traditional banks 
already oSer some telebanking 
services, take-up has been small. 
But in the last two years, the en- 
try of new players such as Scot- 
tish Widows, Tesco. Sainsbury 
and Standard Life, all offering 
high rates of interest on acces- 
sible deposit accounts, has put 
them on the back foot 

Nat West is now piloting a 
high-interest account, offering 
store than 6 per cent with instant 
access, but has not publicised it 

Ian McNuff, head of tele- 
phony at NatWest said tele- 
phone contact had doubled in 
the last five years, even for high 
street banks. "We expect in 
1988 to receive some 100 million 
contacts by phone with the cus- 
tomers. That makes it the fastest 
growing part of any financial ser- 
vices business. 

"The Pru’s move simply 
recognises that customers are 
now more confident with deal- 
ing over the phone.’' 

John McCann, a spokesman 
for the agency, said: “The 
growth in the Iasi five to six 
years has been staggering. 
From Scotland's perspective, we 
now have a very well-developed 
service sector. Since the old in- 
dustries have gone, there's a 
whole generation which is now 
used to seven-day opening, 
seven-day working, seven-day 
playing." 

Wages for staff at call centres 
tend to be under £10,000, with 
higher wages for more complex 
jobs such as selling insurance. A 
telesales operator in banking will 
usually be paid £4.60 an hour - 
or £9,000 a year. 

Employers tend to ask only 
for a “customer service back- 
ground" -which can include any 
retail job. 


The booming new industry of telebanking 
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GLASGOW 


Call Centre Employees 
Direct Line 1200 
I Bank of 125 


First Direct up to 3000 planned 




DUNFERMLIKS 


Can Centra Employees 
Bank of Scotland 110 (rising to 160] 
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EDINBURGH 


Cali Centre Emptoyees 
I Bank of 125 


Bank ol Scotland 360 (rising to 1300) 
StartHrd Ufa 150 (rising to 500) 
Scofflsti Widows 65 
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LEEDS 


can Centra Employees 

Halifax 500 (rising to 1300) 
. First Direct 3500 
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DERBY 


Call Centra Employees 
Prudential 1500 
(planned) 




DUDLEY 


Call Centra Employees 
Prudential 600 


MANCHESTER 


Calf Centre Employees 
Royal Bank of 125 
Scodamyresco 


Prudential Bank of Scotland and 
Standard Life aD announced plans 
to double the numbers they em- 
pty in telebanldngm a bfcl to cap- 
italise on a boom which has drawn 


investment of up to 1£00 jobs over 
the next few years." 

Bank of Scotland, which 
already employs 470 staff, is rais- 
ing the numbers it employs to 710 


Halifax is also joining the tck> 
banking bandwagon and plans to 
sell mortgages and life assurance 


build a call centre in Pride Park, - January, it expected to employ just 
Derby, which be neady twice the 
length of Derby County’s football 


buy 114,000 square feet of vacant 
Mike Hams, diM executive of space nest to its head office in Ed- 
Prudential Banking, said: “I am 



Toyota, the Japanese car mak- 
er is redoubling efforts to cut 
costs at its Burnaston plant in 
Derbyshire after its UK oper- 
ations plunged into loss last 
year because of the strong 
pound. 

Three quarters of Bur- 
naston’s output is exported to 
the Continent and the 
strength of sterling is thought 
to have wiped out profits in 
1997. In 1996, Toyota Motor 
Manufacturing UK made 
£I0m, up from £lm the year 
before. 

The cost-cutting measures 
are likely to take the form of 
raising productivity levels fur- 
ther at Burnaston and driving 
down component costs. Bryan 
Jackson, the director of TM- 
MUK responsible for finance, 
declined to give details of Bur- 
oaston's financial performance 
last year. 

But he said: “Like many ex- 
porters, we have been hit by the 
strong pound. Because we can- 


Toyota to cut UK 
costs as sterling 
takes its toll 


not raise prices we have to tack- 
le our production costs. 

Production costs at Bumas- 
ton are 10 per cent higher than 
those ofTbyota’s car plants in 
Japan and the US and a prior- 
ity will be to reduce this gap. 

Last year Burnaston, which 
employs 2,650, raised produc- 
tivity levels by 5 percent Pro- 
duction will increase from 
105,000 to 160,000 this year 
with production of a second 
CoroUa model beginning in 
September. But Toyota only 
plans to take on an extra 300 
workers to cope with the in- 
crease. Output from the plant 
next year will rise to 220,000. 


Burnaston’s component 
purchases will double from 
£500m last year to £lbn in 
1999. Half of its 200 suppliers 
are British and they account for 
60 per cent of the components 
bought by value. 

‘ Toyota said it did not expect 
this ratio to change even after 
the introduction of the single 
European currency. Mr Jack- 
son said TMMUK had not yet 
decided whether to follow 
Rover’s lead by requiring all its 
suppliers to deal in euros from 
1 January next year. A study 
team is examining the impact 
on Burnaston of the launch of 
the single currency. 


Tbyota aims to raise total 
European sales to 520,000 this 
year from 470,000 in 1997 as 
part of a global strategy of in- 
creasing world wide sales to five 
milli on. 

It expects the overall Euro- 
pean market to grow by only 2- 
3 per cent this year but expects 
its own sales to grow much 
more strongly in Germany, 
France, the UK, Italy and 
Spain. 

Meanwhile, Toyota ap- 
peared to rule out joining the 
auction for the luxury car mak- 
er Rolls-Royce, which has been 
put up for sale by its parent 
company Vickers. Asked 
whether Toyota had requested 
a copy of the memorandum of 
sale from Rolls’ financial ad- 
visers, Lazards, the president 
of Toyota Motor Europe, Tat- 
suo Takahashi, said: “To my 
knowledge we have had no 
discussions, no negotiations, 
nothing.” 

- Michael Harrison 


Sainsbury’s bank proves a hit with customers 


J Saiusbuiy, the supermarket gi- 
ant , yesterday revealed that its 
new bank was proving a big hit 
with customers, attracting more 
than 10,000 accounts a week. 
Sainsbury’s bank, which was 
opened less than a year ago, 
now has more than 600,000 ac- 
counts with deposits of more 
than £1.4bn. 

Salisbury's appears to have 
fought off a strong challenge 
from Safeway, which recently 
launched an account offering 
7.4 per cent interest, higher 
than the 65 per cent offered to 


Sainsbury’s customers. Mike 
Dennis, food retailing analysts 
at SG Securities, said: “This is 
a great performance from the 
banking business. Their ac- 
count is easier to run than 
Safeway*s and they have a more 
loyal customer base." 

Sainsbury is now looking to 
rapidly expand its banking busi- 
ness. A Sainsbury spokesman 
said: “We are looking to build 
up our personal loans and 
mortgage business, lending 
more of the money we have on 
deposit.” 


There was also a strong 
performance from Homebase. 
the DTY retailer, where buoy- 
ant Christmas trading helped 
like-for-like sales rise 9.8 per 
cent. The good figures spread 
optimism around the DTY sec- 
tor. Shares in Boots, owner of 
Do it All, jumped 38-5p to 893p, 
and Kingfisher, which runs 
B&Q, rose 16p to 987p. 

However Sainsbury, once 
Britain’s most popular grocer, is 
falling further behind arch rival 
Tesco which is now by far the 
biggest food retailer in the coun- 


try with more than 15 per cent 
of the market. Like-for-like su- 
permarket sales growth slowed 
to 3.2 per cent in the 16 weeks 
to 10 January, compared to the 
5 per cent growth the company 
was achieving last year. 

The figure is well short of the 
6.5 per cent that Tesco an- 
nounced recently. But Sainsbury 
said gross margins had held firm. 
“Tbey’re a good set of results, it's 
just that Tesco’s results were 
better. So its ‘not bad, could do 
better’," said Give Vaughan of re- 
search group Verdict. 


Sainsbury said that its 24 
hour opening programme over 
Christmas has proved very pop- 
ular with customers and it 
planned to extend the scheme. 
“Our customers are telling us 
that it made shopping easier 
and lead to shorter queues at 
the check out” 

The group also plans to 
open 18 new stores this year 
and 19 next, including 3 more 
stores in Northern Ireland as it 
seeks to expand outside Eng- 
land. 

-Andrew fates 


Institutions may go to court over Astec buyout plans 


An acrimonious boardroom 
split at Astec (BSR), the 
power supply manufacturer, in- 
tensified yesterday after two 
lea ding shareholders revealed 
they were considering going to 
court to resolve a dispute over 
future control of the com- 
pany. 

Royal & Sun Alliance and 
EIcctra Fleming, two of the 
company's biggest institution- 
al investors, stepped up the 
pressure on Emerson, the US 


engineering giant which con- 
trols 51 per cent of Astec. 
Emerson astonished non-ex- 
ecutive directors of Astec last 
month when it announced 
plans to buy out minority in- 
vestors, remove three executive 
directors from the board and 
stop paying out dividends. 

The two shareholders last 
night said they were “consid- 
ering court proceedings" 
against Emerson under section 
459 of the Companies Act. 


which deals with attempts by 
big investors to prejudice the 
interests of other shareholders. 

In a statement Royal & 
SunAUiance, which speaks for 
just over 5 per cent of Astec, 
added that Emerson was “con- 
sidered to be influencing the 
affairs of the company to the 
detriment of other share- 
holders.” 

The institution cited the 
move by Emerson to call an ex- 
traordinary shareholders meet- 


ing to approve the changes. 
Last month 1 S institutions put 
their names to a letter con- 
demning the plans as a “blatant 
disregard" of their interests. 

The news came after inde- 
pendent directors of Astec op- 
posed to Emerson's plans 
yesterday called on share- 
holders to consider the legal 
position. 

The directors, led by deputy 
chairman Peter Marshall, who 
was deputy chief executive of 


the former Plessey electronics 
and defence business, said dis- 
sident directors were prevent- 
ed from going Lo court 
themselves under company 
law. 

Although Emerson has not 
launched a formal offer to 
take full control of Astec, it 
outlined an indicative bid to 
buy the shares at the current 
market price, which yesLerday 
fell 05p to 124p. 

- Chris Godsmark 


Countrywide network fined 
£250,000 in pensions scandal 


A FINE RECORD 



Company 

Date 

Fme(E) 

London & Manchester 

28/1/98 

• 525,000 

Friends Provident 

30/9/97 

450,000 

DBS Financial Management 

3/9/97 

425,000 

Albany Life 

2/12/97 

375,000 

Countrywide 

6/2/98 

250,000 

M&E Network 

14/8/97 

100,000 

Lincoln Independent 

8/7/97 

75,000 

Berkeley Independent 

23/4/97 

70,000 

Source. - PIA 




Countrywide, the UK's sec- 
ond largest network of inde- 
pendent financial advisers, was 
yesterday fined £250,000 for 
one of the worst cases to date 
of failure to dear up the 
pension mis-selling scandal. 

The Personal Investment 
Authority slammed the com- 
pany for fundamental miscon- 
duct. It said Countrywide bad 
even failed to identity who 
might be eligible for compen- 
sation over mis-selling. 

In its findings, the PLA said 
Countrywide failed to work 
out who was on the urgent list 
for compensation - including 
people who had died or retired 
since being mis-sold a personal 
pension by an IFA 

The regulator said the net- 
work failed to monitor how 
much effort its members had 
made to look after the interests 
of victims of mis-selling, even 
though Countrywide was set up 
on the basis that it was re- 
sponsible for individual mem- 
bers’ regulation. It also failed 
to check whether Lhe informa- 
tion given by its member firms 
was accurate. 


Thousands of clients were 
owed on average £8,000 each - 
money which had gone to pay- 
ing for the IFAs' commission and 
life insurer's charges rather than 
to the client's retirement fund. 

Countrywide, which repre- 
sents 1,500 independent fi- 
nancial advisers and is the 
second biggest network in the 
country, admitted its errors as 
soon as the regulator visited it 
in August last year. 

This helped to mitigate the 
size of the fine. In contrast, the 
country’s largest network, DBS, 
a quoted company, was fined 
£425,000. DEIS had foiled to ad- 
mit its failings and co-operate 
folly with the PIA. 


The fine is the fifth largest to 
be levied over mis-selling. 
Among the criteria used to de- 
cide the fine were the severity 
of the mis-selling, the firm’s size 
and its altitude to the regulator. 

However, the PIA pointed 
out that it had been aware of (he 
need to clear up the cases more 
than two and a half years before, 
when regulators began the ef- 
fort to clear up the scandal 
The regulator said Country- 
wide had now increased 
resources dedicated to compen- 
sating aiaomeix. But the network 
had missed the crucial Decern-, 
txa - deadline for sorting oul90 per 
cent of the most urgent cases. 

- Andrew Verity 
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TOURIST RATES 


Australia (dollars) 
Austria (schillings) 
Belgium (francs) 
Canada ($) 

Cyprus (pounds) 
Denmark (kroner) 
Finland (markka) 
France (francs) 
Germany (marks) 
Greece (drachma*) 
Hong Kong ($) 
Ireland (punts) 
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Japan (yen) 

Malta (lira) 
Netherlands (guilder 
Norway (kroner) 
Portugal (escudos) 
Spain (pesetas) 
South Africa (rand) 
Sweden (kroner) 
Switzerland (francs) 
Turkey (hra) 

USA($) 

Source; 
Rotes for indkadan • 













21/BUSINESS 


saturmy 7 fwruah 




Why the City should fear the single currency 


JEREMY 

WARNER 

ON HOW THE 
EURO MIGHT 
DAMAGE 
THE CITY’S- 
POSITION 
AS EUROPE’S 
LEADING 
FINANCIAL 
CENTRE 


* E " ro P e ' s ^ ™- 

genwalvfcw in^^ e T 0nCUUY union? ^ 

by Eddie Georpe r^' ****** *** “timlatcd 
George, Governor oflhe Bank of Eng- 

f d mUcal roass <* Frankfurt, 
SSS 1 ^T n ** of is capable of 




ofthc Wr ir^ b ^ EmDpemd,he " :a 


is this all just complacency, or is London’s po- 
ation in feancial markets indeed an unassailable 

latter Jl?,?** r would have argued die 

latter, but I m now I’m not so sure. It won’t hap- 
pen overnight, it may even lake several decades, 
wtlmbegiimingtoUiinkthattheC^nrighi 
«ay get overtaken and eventually trounced. 


one 


ail me evidence rather points in the other 
direction.- 

Nearly all the big continental players with in- 
waroem ba nking and capital market pretensions 
nave chosen London as their European base for 
these activities. Because of language and cultur- 
al ties, the City also makes an obvious choice of 
location for US investment and commercial 
bankets. This creates a snow ball effect. If the 
Americans and Europeans chose London, then 
the Japanese and other Asian economies must fol- 
low in their wake. And so on and so forth. 

So attractive has the City's formula become 
that a number of US investment bankers have gone 
beyond merely using London as a base for Eu- 


ropean business, and begun quietly shifting in- 
ternational operations, where location is unim- 
portant. away from their financial centre of 
domicile and into London. 

At the World Economic Forum in Davos, 
Switzerland, this week, one leading US investment 
banker admitted privately that he had become so 
disillusioned with the byzantine capital and reg- 
ulatory requirements of New York, that signifi- 
cant parts of his bank’s derivatives book would 
be moved to London over the next year. 

After an exhaustive study of more ihan 50 pos- 
sible alternative- locations, including a n umb er of 
offshore centres, he had concluded that the City 
had the most attractive combination of regulatory 
requirements and trading infrastructure any- 
where in the world. 

Does that mean, then, that foreigners come 
to London because of its relative lack of regula- 
tion compared to rivals? Not at all, he insisted. 
This was not an attempt to escape regulation. But 
be did believe London was more in tunc with and 
adapted to the needs of practitioners. He also liked 
the way City regulation was being consolidated 
into a single organisation, the Financial Services 
Authority, which he believed mirrored trends in 
the market place. 

The decision, moreover, bad been entirely un- 
influenced by the approach of the single currency, 
or any kind of a judgement on whether Britain would 
be in or ouL Trading financial instruments is a 
“Virtual” activity which could as easily be located 
on the other side of the moon as London, Frank- 
furt or New York provided it had a phone line and 
a computer terminal. 


Ail this would rather back the view (hat the 
City's position is safe. So long as London remains 
a groovy place to live, and as important, its tax 
regime relatively benign, the foreigner will con- 
tinue in flock in. Others have compared its posi- 
tion to that of the Wimbledon tennis tournament. 
This is a good parallel if an inexact one. The event 
and place is quintessential^ English, bur virtually 
all the players are foreign and they love playing 
here. As a result, Wimbledon remains the most 
prestigious tournament in the world, despitqour 
lack of pbyers of international stature. 

1 suspect, however, thatihis is also where Lon- 
don’s greatest weakness as a financial centre lies. 
At the moment the City prospers as an interna- 
tional market place almost wholly divorced from 
the rest of the UK economy. Most of what hap- 
pens there in terms of securities and foreign ex- 
change dealing is Largely irrelevant to die rest of 
the country. 

That's not to say the vast Bows of international 
capital that run through the City don't have an 
effect on the UK economy. They do; because the 
City is pivotal to the way capital is allocated na- 
tionally and internationally, it is a far more pow- 
erful force in the land than Gordon Brown and 
the Government. But in the sense that this trad- 
ing of capital could be conducted from almost any- 
where in the world and still have the same effect, 
it is noi relevant to the lives of most ordinary peo- 
ple. The same is obviously not true of a manu- 
facturing plant or a street market. 

Ah this makes the City quite unlike the 
world's other two main financial centres - New 
York and Tokyo. Both of these centres exist pri- 


marily for Hie p U ^ of dicing ‘ chi ^ 

meKccontmiffif^whid.lh^spni'g.Tl'cGty -ecmlist N<r» York pnmary dtal- 

Is different. Think of New York and the image th* 1 

springs to mind is of a tiny head on top of the MrLurok*, the creation ofsucha 

Arnold Schwarzenigger type body of the US do- ^ on establishing a beneb- 

mestk economy. Think of the City and what ^^ntabcmt which aDott^^ ^ 

have is a vast bead on top of a puny and IniheUSthkintrtruitiert 

pensable Hftie body. . wmd. Whichever financial centre manages to lay 

Lyingjust across the Channel however is the bond. ^ be it London, Frank- 

■' Mjj«a wi» eventually tahmi iUk 

While the euro looked like being a cumney e»- namnl nr grauitete to 

fined to hist France, Germany, Austria and the , . anb ® therefore want to lo- 



Anglo-Saxon speculators. ^j^^vnest associ^th\m^orfinandaif^l«^ dfol - 

the single currencywfll be launched m January next . ^. wa i ce . 

year onamuch wider basis, with 11 ormore coon- ^ most likely to create this 

tries. An economic unit potentially far morepow- . dlherGera] any or France, the City 

erful than Japan or even the US will come mto 

existence and ft wiE need a comparable capital mar- “ ^ Qty seizing this benchmark where 

kets infrastructure to service it. iritis created and using it to its owd purposes? 

It is possible that the City will somehow or look D0 further than this week's 

other manage to graft itself <ntoU* g^ntn p ran kfuit has finally overtaken Lon- 

single European body. That becomes less 1* most derivatives contract to 

ly if Britain isn't in at the start of the single cur- German 10 year Government bond 

roocy. but the nroroiro ruuy be *£-■» bus cUixnud 

anyway. All depends on the extent to which the - ^ it ^ tooth and 

euro establishes itself as a viable to lose it again. The City's best hope of 

serve currency and store of v * ue J.°*^ ' retaining its presenlposition long term, then, is 
Tb do so it must create an integrated capital mar reranuu^ y bench- 

ketsinfra^cturewith *■» of. In those 
that of the US, That means primarily an mie- ™ um de&iih «wh 

grateddebtmarketcapableofalttactii^J^ ^ It wouJd be foolish to count on that 
esc and other international capital on the same _ . . 

scale as New York. happens however. 


Slump in industry 
was behind Bank’s 
decision on rates 


*• 

£t 


Official figures indicating 
that British industry is on 
the verge of recession 
explained the Bank Of 
England's decision not to 
raise Interest rates 
earlier this week. The 
latest US evidence, 
meanwhile, showed it is 
stitt enjoying bumper 
growth. Dktne Goyfe, 
Economics Editor, 
reports. 

December saw a 0.2 per cent 
drop in industrial output, the 
fifth month running it had de- 
dined, confounding econo- 
? mists who had expected a 
rebound in production follow- 
ing the recent publication of 
more upbeat business surveys. 

Manufacturing output, the 
biggest component of the total, 
fell by (L5 per cent, its third 
monthly decline running. 

The figures mean industri- 
al production has now suf- 
fered its weakest stretch since 
1991. Another monthly drop 


would put industry technically 
into recession, the definition of 
which is two successive quarters 
of declining output. 

The weakness went across 
the board in manufacturing, 
with monthly gains in only 
food, drink and tobacco and 
petrol refining. Outside man- 
ufacturing, both electricity, gas 
and water supply and oQ and 
gas production rebounded after 
a veiy weak November. 

A combination of Ming ex- 
ports as a result of the strong 
pound and slower growth in de- 
mand in home markets lies 
behind the depressing perfor- 
mance. Some City analysts ex- 
pressed doubt about the 
reliability of the figures, but 
most saw them as a vindication 
of the Monetary Policy Com- 
mittee’s derisan to leave the cost 
of borrowing unchangedL 

Michaet Saunders at 
Salomon Smith Barney said in- 
terest rates had now reached 
their peak. “Collapsing exports 
will produce very weak growth 
in the first half of 1998," he said. 

Although this was the wide- 
spread view, some dissenters 


said the official figures were im- 
plausibly weak. 

There was some support 
for the minority opinion that 
there are still inflationary dan- 
gers in a report that pay deals 
are running further ahead of in- 
flation tins month. Incomes 
Data Services said almost half 
of the 40 deals they had mon- 
itored were for 4 per cent or 
more, and two - covering IT 
staff at Barclays and House of 
Fraser employees - were in 
double figures. 

Still, figures from across 
the Atlantic yesterday, greeted 
with delight by President Clin- 
ton, left little doubt that the 
British economy is far weaker 
than the US. 

The American economy 
created 358,000 non-farm jobs 
last month, and in the latest 
three months has been gener- 
ating jobs at an annual rate of 
4.5 milli on. The proportion of 
the US workforce currently in 
work is, at 64.2 per cent, the 
highest ever. 

The figures also showed a 
jump in the average working 
week from 34.6 to 34.8 hours. 


Who win be hi EMU? The financial markets* view 

TTib cIbsbt other countries gel to the tasked baseline (Bennany) 
fln more Italy they are to jofa EMU. 
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TOWARDS EMU: If the line moves towards the German base ine It means 
investors no longer requke such a high premium lor holding that country's bonds 
compared to German ones, because they are confident the currency wont 
devalue against ttie mart, in oBier words, they think Oral country will be locked kits 
a single currency with Germany In 10 yBaitf tbne. 

AWAY FROM EMU: However, iflheylNnk the country won't be In EMU. that It wB 
have higher inflation, and that there is a risk of a future devatuaftm against the 
mart, then they wfl demand an extra premium tor hotting that country's bonds, so 
the Rna wfll move away trom the base. 


When wiD EMU start? The City Analysts’ View. 

The Independent asked analysts tram: 

iota Europe, Pane Webber, ABN Amro, JP Morgan, Deutsche Morgan GreafaB 
SakunoB Brothers. GflMmm Sachs, HSBC Janns Cupel, UBS 
what probabKy they placed on EMU starting on time. 

ProbabBy a5U starts on time: 89% (87% last week) 

Probability BiflU is delayed: 8% (10% last week) 

Probabffiy EMU never Happens; 3% (3% test week) 


Italy calms. 
Germany’s 
fears for euro 


Iutiian charm Iasi week vvou over 
sceptical German politicians, 
boosting the City’s assessment erf 
the chances of European eco- 
nomic and monetary union 
(EMU) starting on 1 January 
1999. Carlo Azeglio Oampi, the 
Italian Finan ce Minister, toured 
Germany to calm fears that his 
country's debt problems could 
weaken the credibility of the 
euro. 

The German parliament's 
economics committee, whose 
support will be crucial when 
Germans vote on the euro this 
May, gave Mr Crampl a ring- 
ing endorsement- A statement 
said that Italy could converge 
“in and through the euro”. 

The Independent's panel of 
economists now believes the 
financial risk of ditching Italy 
is greater than the risk of keep- 
ing it on board. Mr Ciampi said 
Italy’s national debt, running at 
120 per cent of gross domestic 
product, will reduce to 100 per 
cent in the next few years. This 
allows it to match a loose ver- 
sion of the Maastricht criteria. 

Both Nikko Europe and 
James Capel raised their odds on 
a punctual EMU. Only ABN 
Amro and Goldman Sachs think 
there is a 20 per cent chance it 
will not go ahead on time. 

-Andrew Verity 


US senator seeks to block SBC-UBS deal 




The multi-billion merger be- 
tween the Swiss banking giants 
SBC and UBS, which would 
create the world’s second 
largest bank, faces a challenge 
in the United States, it emerged 
vesterday. 

Aif curse D’ Amato, a leading 
U S Senator, has called on Alan 
Greenspan, chairman of the 
Federal Reserve, to block the 
deal. 

Mr D’ Amato, chairman of 
the Senate Banking Committee 
and a critic of Switzerland's 
World War Two role, urged the 
Fed not to bless the merger 
until the banks give a clearer ac- 
counting of their handling of 
dormant Holocaust-era ac- 


counts and their business ties 
with Nazi Germany. 

Mr D'Amato wrote: “SBC 
and UBS have yet to provide 
answers to a host of questions 
regarding their conduct re- 
garding the disposition of assets 
of Holocaust victims and their 
heirs, as well as their record of 
collaboration with the Nazis 
during the war.” 

Mr D’Amato also urged 
the Fed to make sure the Swiss 
Federal Banking Commission 
met US bank supervision stan- 
dards. 

In his letter, Mr D’Amato, 
a New York Republican, also 
highlighted the scale of the 
losses from UBS's London- 


based eqrrity derivatives de- 
partment which he said could 
be ns high as S689m (£430m). 
UBS denied the claim, saying 
its derivatives trading losses 
were limited to £190m. 

Mr D’Amato said the issue 
of the losses meant the effec- 
tiveness of Swiss bank super- 
visors was “open to serious 
question”. 

Fed approval for the US 
business of the new bank is 
important because it has large 
asset management and invest- 
ment banking activities in the 
US and wants to expand those 
businesses. 

Yesterday the two Swiss 
banking giants said they were 


confident American authorities 
would approve their merger 
plan, SBC spokesman 
Christoph Meier said: “The 
Fed will examine this merger in 
a fair and factual manner. We 
are very confident. 1 don't see 
any danger.” 

UBS said the attack by Mr 
D'Amato was “disconcerting”. 
UBS spokesman Robert Vogier 
said: “We have indications that 
the Fed will not mix Holocaust 
issues with merger issues.” 

Shareholders of both banks 
voted overwhelmingly this 
week to merge the two and 
form the world’s second biggest 
bank by assets. 

-Reuters 


Microsoft in talks with Flextech 
over interactive television 


Microsoft, the global computer 
software giant, is considering a 
move into the emerging UK 
digital interactive television 
market which would represent 
a serious challenge to the 
planned offerings from satellite 
and cable operators. 

It emerged yesterday that 
discussions were under way 
between Microsoft and Flex- 
tech, the pay television group 
which could see the two com- 
panies collaborate on a rival in- 
teractive service. Shares in 
Flextech rose 15p to 502Jp, 
though sources indicated the 
talks were at a “very early 
stage” and were just one of a 


number of potential ventures 
under discussion. 

A push by Microsoft would 
throw down the gauntlet to 

British Interactive Broadcasting 
(BIB), the satellite venture part 
owned by BSkyB, and British 
Telecom, which aims to launch 
a service offering home banking, 
strapping and educational chan- 
nels by the end of the year. 

Flotfech has already lanncbed 
a home shopping channel called 
Screenshop and plans' a travel 
shopping channel in the spring, 
though in both cases customers 
have to use the telephone to buy 
gpods or makmg bookings. 

- Chris Godsmarfc 


Biocompatible shares 
plunge after chief leaves 

The value of shares in Biocompatible, the healthcare com- 
oanv plunged by more than 40 per cent yesterday, after it 
announced that Alistair Thylor had resigned as president and 
chief executive. A company spokeswoman said he had lost 
the confidence of the board in his ability to find marketing 
partners for the company’s innovative products. The shares 
fell 1 60p to 215p, wiping £1 ltn off its market value. 

The board has formed a management committee which 
wDl be chaired by Jeremy Cumock Cook, ahead of the ap- 
pointment of a new chief executive. In a statement the com- 
pany said: “The management committee wifi focus on 
progressing on going discussions with potential commercial 
partners as well as reviewing the options for independent 
distribution of the company’s stents in some markets. 

Navy work goes to Vosper 

The government yesterday approved a plan to transfer some 
Royal Navy support services to Flagship^ Haining, a subadiaiy 
for Vosper Thornycrofu the shipbuilder, in a contract worth 
£300m over 13 years. The move is intended to cut govern- 
ment defence spending and is still subject to consultation with 
trade onions. The agreement applies to some 434 civil ser- 
vice posts and 550 Royal Navy uniformed posts at the Naval 
Recruiting and Training Agency. Vosper Tbornycroft owns 
37 per cent of Flagship. 

Marconi Instruments sold 

GEQ the defence and electronics group, has sold its Marconi 
Instruments unit to IFR Systems, a US test instrumentation 
maker, for£65m.The sale includes Marconi Instruments in 
the UK and Marconi -Instruments Inc in the US, as well as 
unfm in France. Spain and Germany, GEC said. Maicom, which 
makes electronic test equipment, made a pre-tax profit of £45m 
on sales of £65. 9m in the year to March 31, 1997. 

BOC in £40m investment 

BOC Group, the industrial gases group, said yesterday it would 
Invest more than £40m in new production facilities at Mar- 
gram in South Wales following a supply contract from British 
Steel. The investment will lift the quantity of industrial gases 
it supplies to a British Steel plant at Port Talbot to almost 
3,000 tonnes per day. 

Bodycote buys Tl unit 

Bodycote International, the engineering services company 
has bought Thermal Processing Group from engineering com- 
pany TT Group fbr£15.1m in cash. TP G, which provides heat 
treatment and metal joining services to the UK engineering 
sector, made operating profits of £1.7m in 1997. The pur- 
chase increases the number of heat treatment plants owned 
by Bodycote in the UK to 17 from 13. 
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Virgin, Ladbrokes, Maria & Spencer and 
SainsWsbave together wot alandmarirle- 
aal action against a company which registered 
over 100 ft" 11 ™"* names on the internet us- 
ingsomeoftbefaiggest mario Britishbusi- 
ness, and then offered them for rale. 

Dinah Nissen, a partner with Harbot- 
tle & Lewis, the solicitors representing 
pirf..n l Branson’s Virgin group, sajs the 

oany is “the first o£ its tad m the UK. ™ 

Send out s messagc topeoirlemvob^ 

in this tad ot activity that die courts wool 

Sfeasfssrt 

b^kjngxo-ukfor^uw. 

3m _ r^.^jainrifls'weie trpt 


have won the right to appeal and the case 
will probably be heard this spring, but Ms 
Nissen is confident the decision will be up- 
held. 

‘‘There are those that argue that the in- 
ternet should be a ‘free for afF ... but where 


duo from doing so 

fringement 


law must apply],” she said 

Domain names do not just act as 
addresses, but also have a trademark pur- 
pose, she says. In other words, it is perfect- 
ly reasonable that for the sake of 
argument would want a dennam name such 

as bmw.com rather thanabecom. 

Ms Nissen sees such. legal arguments 
. about the internet growing as its influence 
over our lives grows, through adveriisqgand 
the like. The US gorarament this week 
posed to introduce a 'range of. new suffixes 

to domain names to ease congestion on the 
Meraeti ^ this wfll only produce new chal- 
lenges to brand ownere, she says. 

While the tase was being heard in front 
of Jonathan Srmq^iOTQCstlk^asaikputy 

judge in the High Court, the One in a Mil- 


lion company registered barbottlexom as a 
domain name. Ms Nissen was philosophical 
about the move; she will not be taking ac- 
tion over it. 

Tve just come across a copy of a writ lodged 
by“T^CdlinsUmitecragainsttwoAmer- 
xammusfctians, RahmJee Michael Davis and 
Louis Satterfield. The writ defines the 
plaintiff as “a company incorporated under 
Lhe laws of England and Whies, and is and 
was at all times entitled to the recording ser- 
vices of the popular musician PM Coffins”. 
Makes a change from “bald rocker”, 1 sup- 
pose. 

Anyway, the ex-drummer for Genesis is 
claiming that he overpaid royalties to these 
two backlog musicians relating to his 1990 
world tour. Mr Cbflins is claiming repayment 
of US&%965.98 from each of them, plus 
interest 

Mr Collins claims that under an agree- 
ment dated 6 December 1989 the duo were 
due royalties on a record he subsequently 
released of the live show, but only on the con- 


dition that they had played on all 15 of the 
live recordings. In fact there had been a mis- 
take, and they had each played on only five 
recordings. 

Royal & Sun Alliance Thist Company to- 
gether with 20 individual investors has 
lodged a writ against Healey & Baker, the 
surveyors, and 22 other parties over the val- 
uation the surveyors put on a business park 
in 1991 

Thewrkdanrs that Healey & Baker over- 
' valued the property, Units 1-1 7 Sextant Park, 
Medway Gty Estate, Rochester Kern, when 
it was purchased ty the North-west KentThist 
in 1991 

Royal & Sun Affiance hassbee taken over 
from Midland Bank as the trustees of the 
Property Enterprise ZbneTiusL Such Trusts 
were set up by the previous Government to 
enable investors to use tax advantages when 
putting money into properly. Sucfa^ Ttustshave 
since been abolished, and the Trust in the 
writ ceases to exist as a legal entity at the end 
of February. Royal and Sun therefore look 


the precau tiooaiy measure of lodging the writ 
to keep the issue alive. 

As3 Nadir's business empire Polly Feck^ wm 
bust seven years ago, but much of the titi- 
gation started soon afterwards by liquidators 
Dekmte & Touche is still going on. Last week 
die liquidators, led ty Chris Morris, switched 
solicitors for their action against Polly Peck’s 
former auditors. Stay Hayward, from Dibb 
Lupton Alsop to Freshfields, a rival Gty law 
The Bqiridatore will continue to use Dibb 
Lupton on roost of the other Baity Peck 
business, and would not give the reason for 
the switch. 

Glaxo Group, pari of drugs giant Glaxo 
Wellcome, is suing Lagap Pharmaceuticals 
of Woolmer Wiy, Bordon, Hampshire, for 
tfainqg ra over a patent infringement. 

Aspokeswoman for Glaxo saidyesierd^: 
“We arc claiming recovery of damages for 
what we believe to be post infringments of 
Salbutamol Syrup.” She would am be drawn, 
however, on how much Glaxo is seeking. 
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BT’s downturn in uncertain climate adds to market anxiety 


MARKET REPORT 



DEREK PAIN 


BT, figures next week, is sud- 
denly dialling the wrong num- 
bers. Two weeks ago the shares 
nudged 600p as the wires crack- 
led with stories of new links 
with Microsoft, the US com- 
puter group. 

Yesterday they fell 17p to 
563p in busy trading with cau- 
tious comments from two in- 
vestment houses and worries of 
further Brussels scrutiny un- 
dermining sentiment. 

Third-quarter results, due 
on Thursday, are not expected 
to provide much impetus. A 
downturn seems inevitable with 
the stock market looking for 
around £780m which would 
compare with £944m. For the 
year around £2.7bn is expect- 
ed against £3 .Zb a. 

Lehman Brothers and ABN 
Amro Hoare GoveU provided 
the cautious voices. Lehman 
switched its stance from out- 
perform to neutral and Hoare 
GoveU suggested the shares 
were overvalued. 


The European interest, 
channelled through OfteL in- 
volves BT’s charges. Although 
unlikely to have a significant 
impact on the telephony 
group it was enough, in the 
uncertain climate now 
enveloping the shares, to add 
to market anxiety. 

BT which is still seeking an 
international partner following 
its unsuccessful MCI adventure, 
is one of the blue chips which 
could, if it so wished, bolster its 
standing through a share buy 
back. In May, as part of the 
aborted MCI deal. BT de- 
clared a special 3Sp dividend. 

There is ta& that BT win re- 
turn up to £5bn to sharehold- 
ers, or 80p a share. Some think 
it should contemplate a £10bn 
windfall (160p a share). 

BT’s discomfort occurred as 
the stock market reined back 
utilities, which have enjoyed 
special attention as the Asian 
crisis developed. 

United Utilities fell 22p to 


S2Sp; National Power 13p to 
652p and take over favourite 
Southern Electric Sp to 550p. 
After a fitful day blue drips man- 
aged another triumphant flour- 
ish, riding to another peak. 
For much of the session it 
looked as though the index 
would finish on a negative note. 
But a late ftuny produced a 233 
points gain, lifting the dosing 
calculation to 5,629.7. The pre- 
vious peak. 5.61Z8, was 
achieved on Tbesday. Support- 
ing indices were also confident. 
Thke over speculation continued 
to generate excitement at, EMI, 
the showbiz group, up 20p to 
490p. And, once again, there 
was whispers of corporate action 
on the financial front with 
National Westminster Bank 
leading the way, up 62p gain to 
l,190p. Abbey National 
shrugged off its Ear Eastern ex- 
posure, wiping out an early 39p 
fill to dose 8p higher at lZ85p. 

Although J Sainsbory’s trad- 
ing statement did nothing for 


shares of the superstore chain 
it provided a boost to Boots, up 
38J5p to 893p, and Kingftsh- 
er,14p to985p. Sainsbury's rev- 
elation that its Homebase 
do-it-youiself operation posted 
Kke-for-like sales up 9.8 per cent 
provided a reminder that the d- 
i-y market remains strong. 

Otter retailers vrere firm with 
Maries & Spencer 23 -5p higher 
at 586p and Safeway, where ru- 
mours of Asda interest still drift 
around, up &5p to 376-5p. 


Share Spotlight 
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Suggestions of expansion 
moves lifted First Leisure 
135p to 297 Jp and pubs chain 
JDWetherspoon, recently ruf- 
fled by profit downgradings, put 
on 12p to 317 Jp. 

Biocompatibles Interna- 
tional, last year above 2«4G0p. 
slumped 160p to 2l5p, its low- 
est since 19% on tbe departure 
of chief executive, Alistair Tay- 
lor. The group is seeking a re- 
placement The shares have 
slipped since the company 
foiled to clinch an expected US 
deal last year. British Biotech, 
which fell heavily on Thursday 
after European regulators de- 
layed the launch of its pancre- 
atitis treatment staged a 
modest recovery, up 7p at99p. 

Misys, the computer group 
seemingly destined for Footsie 
membership, found the ex- 
citement a little overwhelming 
and slipped 85p to 2,417.5p. 

Flextech, the pay television 
company, hardened 15p to 
50Z5p on news it is in talks 


with Microsoft to create an in- 
teractive television alliance. 

British Borneo Petroleum 
Syndicate fell 9-5p to 326p in 
late trading after it plugged and 
abandoned one of its deep wa- 
ter Gulf of Mexico exploration 
wefts. Hardy Oil & Gas. edged 

ahead to 287 Jp after Merrill 
Lynch said buy. The group an- 
nounced a commercial gas 
strike in Pakistan on Thursday . 

Hanson, the building ma- 
terials rump of the old acquis- 
itive conglomerate, unproved 
9p to 289p on Robert Fleming 
support. The securities house 
suggests the shares are 
suffering from Hanson's past 
financial engineering. It be- 
lieves it could suffer the indig- 
nity of becoming a bid target 
if its rating does nor improve. 

Watermark, the marketing 
and promotional group, shad- 
ed to 28p despite buying by 
directors. Qayhitiie, an elec- 
tronic group, gained 16p to 
92. 5p following a bid approach. 


taking stock. 


The shake up on the Hanover 

International share register 
continues with Bridgend, the 
iWctrf hntoc. selling Its remain- 
ing 3JI percent stake at 12&5p. 
Last week the Montanaro 
smaller companies fond lifted 
its interest to 11.79 per cent, 
buying shares from Equitable 

Ufe Assurance. There are per- 
sistent suggestions Jarvis 
Hotels is interested in the even 
strong hotel chain. The shares 
shaded to 12&5p> 

After football and rugby its the 
torn of ice hockey to make its 
City bow Telford Tigers made 
a successful debat on the fringe 
Ofes market, scoring a 5£p plus 
to 45.5p, pricing the chib at 
£770,000. 

IbUow Oil finned to 148p. The 
long awaited announcement of 
Bangladesh developments 
should appear soon with the 
Irish o3 group thought to have 
achieved a positive outcome. 
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24/THE BIG PICTURE 




The finest 
fish in the 
world - 
netted in 
the Thames 
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Herring from the Thames es- 
tuary are expected to become 
tbe first fish in the world to be 
certified as ecologically correct. 
That's because the men who 
catch it are, essentially, peas- 
ants of the sea. 

In an age when oceans and 
continental shelves are being 
pillaged by hi-tech catchers, 
they fish a couple of miles off 
Essex on day-long trips, using 
methods which have changed 
little in the past 100 years: small 
boats, large-mesh 
nets and a lot of 
manual labour. 

ItiscoId,badc- 
s training, often 
meagrely reward- 
ed work, espe- 
cially this winter, 
when unusually 
warm water has 
delayed the shoal- 
ing of the fish. 

But the West 
Mersea fishermen 
and a couple of 
other small har- 
bours near by 
have rules and 
methods which 
safeguard the dis- 
tinctive stock of 
local herring in 
the long term (It 
is a sub-species with one ver- 
tebrae less than those farther 
out into the North Sea.) 

That is why the new Marine 
Stewardship Council, an in- 



ternational organisation set up 
by the World Wide Fund for 
Nature and the food and fish 
multinational Unilever, hopes 
to grant them its first certificate 
for sustainable fishing. 
Whoever sells their herring 
will be able to label the pack- 
aging boasting of this, easing 
the corporate conscience and 
probably allowing a premium 
price to be charged. “If some- 
one in Islington wants to pay 
extra for our herrings, that’s just 
fine," said John 
Jowers, a West 
Mersea fish mer- 
chant and chair- 
man of the local 
fishermen's co- 
operative. “But 
we’re as interest- 
ed in conserving 
local jobs and 
communities as in 
conserving the 
fish." The boats 
use a long line of 
curtain-shaped 
drift nets with a 
diagonal mesh at 
least 54mm 
across. They are 
left hanging in the 
water for several 
hours: tiddlers 
swim through, 
while big fish find their way 
barred and bounce off But ma- 
ture herring, aged two years or 
more, are trapped. Once their 
heads get through the mesh the 
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Sea harvest Fishermen in West Mersea sorting a catch. Thames estuary herring will be the first fish in the world to be certified as ecologically correct Photograph: David Ros^ 


rest is too big to pass through, 
but they cannot swim bade be- 
cause their gQl covers snag the 
filaments. Unlike a lot of North 
Sea fishing, theirs is targeted: 
nearly everything in the nets is 
adult herring They catch none 
of the juvenile fish so vital to 
the stocks’ future. Next to 
nothing gets chucked over the 
side. There are 14 boats in- 
volved and in summer they 
catch bass and Dover sole. 


They only go after herring 
during the season, from Octo- 
ber to March, sticking to rules 
written and theoretically en- 
forced by the Ministry of Agri- 
culture and Fisheries for the 
northern ade of the Thames es- 
tuary. The boats must be un- 
der 17m long, can only use drift 
nets and the total quota for all 
of them is 131 tonnes a year, 
which one big trawler could 
catch in less than an hour. 


Mr Jowers says it was the 
fishermen who demanded the 
constraints to conserve stocks, 
who stuck to them fory ears be- 
fore die ministry made them 
law and who enforce them 
among themselves. He reckons 
100 local jobs rely on the fish- 
ery, with their herring trucked 
to markets around Britain and 
on the Continent. Some fami- 
lies from West Mersea, near 
Colchester, have been catching 


herring since the Middle Ages. 
“It provides a good living for 
kids who are never going to get 
lots of exams at school If a 
place likes this loses its local- 
ly working community it just be- 
comes a dormitory suburb ... 
It's no longer a pleasant place 
to live.” 

In the harbour, skipper 
Chrissy Mole and his crewman 
were shaking about 30 stone of 
herring out of his nets. That 


would fetch about £70, not 
much for catching the tide at 
3am and not getting bade un- 
til 4pm. ‘Tfs not an easy job and 
a lot of people don’t like do- 
ing it," be said. He and 
Matthew Howard, another 
West Mersea fishermen, en- 
thused about their methods be- 
ing certified by the Marine 
Stewardship CoundL “When 
we tell people how we catch 
herring, they Look at us as if 


we’re mad," said Mr Howard.: ■; 
Certification, which, it is - 
hoped, will be completed by 
October,' will not dramatically 1 
hike the price of their fish but 
could guarantee a decent mar- 
ket throughout the season, 
avoiding the occasional col- - 
lapses to 50p' a stone, which 
make it not worth their white 
to go to sea. - 

— Nicholas Schoon | 
Environment Correspondent .1 
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Spring is nearly here, and what better way to shake off the winter blues than a trip to Paris. Whether you want to 
shop, dine, night-club, go sightseeing or simply take your time and relax, Paris is the perfect destination. With our 
special Springtime in Paris offer, you can go for a fraction of the price you would normally pay. All things considered 
wouldn’t you rather be In Paris. 

To make your booking simply call Driveline direct on 01707 222400. 

Tbe offer is valid for travel between 16th February and 30th April (excl 9-14 April) 

THE OFFER 

The price includes a return standard class Eurostar ticket from London Waterloo Interna- 
tional (or Ashford International in Kent) to Paris Gare du Nord and one night sharing a 
twin/double room in one of five conveniently located hotels. For only £20 per person per 
night you can extend your stay to a two or three night break. Upgrade to a 3 star hotel from 
just £99 per person with extra nights at £29 per person. 

Weekend travel: For travel outward and/or return travel on a Friday, Saturday or Sunday add 
£20 per person. For travel in April add £15 per person. Child prices on request 





HOWTO BOOK 

Phone Driveline on 01707 222 400 quoting The Independent /Eurostar offer promotion. Please have ready your 1st and 2nd choice of 
departure/retum times and hotel accommodation. We recommend that you include a late morning departure/earfy morning return as 
one of your choices. 

Payment can be made by Switch, Delta, Connect, Access or Visa, Travel Insurance is available at a special price of £10pp. Bookings 
must be received by Driveline at least 5 working days in advance of the requested date of travel. Within this period, where Driveline is 
able to accommodate your request, a £10 late booking fee will apply. All bookings will be verified by confirmation invoice and tickets 
are normally issued seven days prior to departure. If your departure date is within seven days, Driveline Europe will contact you to 
make suitable arrangements. A binding contract between you and Driveline Europe Ltd will come into existence when you have ver- 
bally confirmed your payment details to Driveline. :l -' 


Turns and Conditions 

All bookings arc subject io availability. All cravd must be completed Iy30,W<8. The offer is available id readers 
aged 18 years or over. You will requite a valid EC passport and any necessary visas. Tickets for Eurosiar (rain ser- 
vices arc Issued subject to ihc comfiiions vet <Srt in EuroMar's Conditions or carriage, copiers of which ore available 
on request. Readers should be aware that no changes or amendments are permitted with this offer. Lost or stolen 
tickets we strictly non refundable. Departure/ re rum times are a ppr ox ima te and subject to change. Suronar check 
in doses 20 minutes before departure. This ofier cannot be combined with any other offer. This offer is valid for n 
minimum of two adults sharing a room- ftrk tourist tax is appnxt- 6FF per day. Aiall limes check your tickets and 
accommo d ation voucher care folly. In accordance with the Package Travel, Package Holidays and Package Tbtm reg- 
ubtjiui ( J ), Dmrlifie Europe Lid operate n Cheats Thssicc axtraot irberchy ;dl muticys paid to them by dibits 
win he held In a separate bank account umfl the comma has been fully performed Lc. the return date a* confirmed 
by Driveline has passed. 


Accommodation 

Campanile Montparnasse** 
Located on avenue du Maine 
and close to Galeries 
Lafayette 

Campanile Bastille** 

Located in the centre of Paris, 
close to the historic Marais 
Quarter 

Campanile I talie- Gobelins** 
Situated on the (eft bank at 
Place d'itaJie within walking 
distance of the Latin Quarter 

Clarine Paris Alesia** 

South of Montpamase near 
Porte d’Orieans 

Hotel Roi Rene** 

Close to the Etolle and Parc 
Monceau 

Hotel Peyris*** 

Ideally located in the heart of 
the opera area 

The Trianon Rive 
Gauche***deluxe 
Prime location next to the 
Jardin du Luxembourg 


Times of Havel 

Choose from the following departure times: 

Ex London Waterloo International to Paris: 0508, 0619, 0723, 1157, 1253, 1357, 1523, 1623, 1715, 1748, 1853. 
Ex Paris to London Waterloo International: 0637, 

0716, 0813, 0910, 1019, 1143, 1219, 1304, 1519, 1607, 1710, 1819, 1919. 

The above times are for Mon/Fri only, fewer services run Sat/Sun. 


Special events 

Raris is renowned as a city of culture, cabaret and ex- 
clusive cuisine. To make the most of your stay we have 
selected three evening entertainment for you to 
choose from: 

Bateaux Piarisiens 

Enjoy a delicious dinner on one of the famous 
Bateaux Parislens while cruising down the Seine, past 
illuminated monuments and architectural beauties to 
the accompaniment of an orchestra and singer. 
Tickets £60pp 

The Crazy Horse Cabaret 

For more adventurous night, the legendary exotic 
Crazy Horse cabaret is performing the international- 
ly acclaimed show Teasing - tickets include a half bot- 
tle of champagne. Tickets £65pp. 

Opera Comique 

Choose from two French opera performed at the fa- 


mous Opera Comique: 

La Sonnambufa - VIncenzo'Beliini. The Passionate 
story of Amina - a young innocent girl, who during 
her sleep dreams of romance. Perfonning 25.29 & 30 
April (starts 1930h). Tickets £52pp" 

La Finta Semplice - Mozart. A romantic and dramatic 
Operas about the game of love. Full of seduction, lies 
and suspense. Performing 23,25 Feb (starts 1930h) 

& 1 March (starts 1600h). Tickets £26pp 

All tickets are category 1 . Please book at least 14 days 
in advance. Subject to availability No refunds pos- 
sible. Bookings and further information from Drive- 
line. 

Tickets are normally issued seven days prior to de- 
parture. If your departure date is within seven days, 
Driveline Europe will contact you to make suitable 
arrangements. A binding contract between you and 
Driveline Europe Ltd will come into existence when 
moneys are exchange 
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Prayer wheels and apple pie 


Following the route of 
the holy Kali Gandaki 
river, Alysia Cook treks 
through the heart of the 
Himalayas. 


There are moments when you 
wonder why on earth you have 
come on holiday. This was one 
tAf thfcm. I was freezing and 
^vide awake, but dawn was still 
nine hours away. Half-way 
through a week's trek in Nepal, 
it was not the first time I re- 
gretted my choice of sleeping- 
bag. The February days brought 
dear skies, bright sunshine and 
paths devoid of the large 
trekking groups that descend in 
autumn and spring, yet the 
nights were bitter. . 

Plenty of companies both in 
Britain "and Nepal offer or- 
ganised treks, but it is possible 
to make jour- own arrange-, 
menis. We had decided to fol- ■ 
gow the route -of the holy Kali 
jbandaki river, high in the heart 
of the Himalayas,- dawn to 
Pokhara. a peaceful lakeside 
town at the mountains’ base. 
Acting on a tip from another 
trekker, we flew first by light air- 


craft from Pokhara up to the 
isolated community of Jomsom 
dose to the Tibetan border. 

Departures in both directions 
are at the mercy of the fierce 
winds that gust up the valley, and 
trekkers wno walk up, with the 
intention of flying down, can of- 
ten get stranded in Joinsom for 
a day or two. By starting from 
the top we would avoid this pos- 
sibility. Our fellow passengers 
were mainly Thakalis, Tibetan- 
blooded people who inhabit 
the upper valley. Whereas my 
companion and I had wrestled 
for a window seat, a Thakali 
woman across the aisle buried 
her head in her shawl through- 
out the flight, fixedly ignoring 
the dramatic scenery. 

Airborne, we passed deeply- 
cleft mountains, first wrinkled 
with rice terraces, then cloaked 
in thickly layered forest and fi- 
nally capped with snow. The 
plane's altimeter, visible 
through the open cockpit door, 
nudged 9,000ft on land ing . 

Deposited on the Thrmac at 
Jomsom, we found ourselves in 
a stark landscape with white 
summits piercing the skyline. 
The dawn cold still lingered in 
the air and we hastily donned 


the down jackets we bad hired 
in Rjkhara - a snip at 20 rupees 
(about 20p) a day. Outside the 
airport gates, Thakali women 
sold us a breakfast of dried ap- 
ple rings. An impassive official, 
hovering to stamp our trekking 
permits, directed us down a 
rocky path to begin our descent 
Our journey would take us 
along a third of the Annapur- 
na Circuit, a popular three- 
week trek encircling the quintet 
of Annapurna peaks and their 
neighbour, the distinctive 
Machhapuchare, or Fishtail. 
Tbday this well-trodden route 
is dubbed the “apple pie trail”, 
a reference to the culinary 
comforts sold by the numerous 
trekking lodges lining the trail 
Only minutes into our trek, 
a young Nepalese woman ap- 
proached us and. gesturing 
that she was alone, asked if she 
might walk with us. A quick- 
look at the map established that 
she was heading for the com- 
munity of Beni, some three 
days' walk away. So we set off 
in a threesome towards the first 
village, Syaog. 

She must have thought us 
very strange, stopping first to 
dig out gloves and hats; then 
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In the heartland of the Himalayas: rice terraces below the distinctive Machhapuchare, 
or Fish Tail mountain Photograph: Stzffan Wtostrand/Bnjce Coleman 


to adjust a rubbing strap; yet 
again to remove a layer of 
clothing. Qad in her thin shawl 
and sandals, she watched 
fascinated, exhibiting just the 
tiniest show of impatience if we 
dallied too long. 

Less than SO years ago the 
Kali Gandaki valley was a 
major trade route, where the 
Thakalis bartered grain, doth 
and cigarettes with their Tibetan 
neighbours in return for salt, 
turquoise and wool These mer- 
chants also profited by provid- 
ing lodging for the passing 


traders. Yet the decline in trade 
with Tibet after Chinese occu- 
pation, combined with compe- 
tition from cheap Indian salt, 
forced them to seek alternative 
business. With the growth in 
tourism, many Thakalis con- 
verted their trader accommo- 
dation into trekking lodges. 
Stumbling into a cosy, guest 
bouse after a day's walk, we had 
much cause to bud the Thakalis' 
commercial adaptability. 

Finding accommodation 
was easy at this time of year, 
and we had our pick of the 


lodges. Generally, one lodge 
always stood out from the 
rest, marked by its superior 
food, or a foot-warmer be- 
neath the dining-table. In 
Kalopani, we bade farewell to 
our young companion and 
spent our first night playing 
cards while the lodge owner’s 
wife brought us plates of 
steaming rice, dhal and curious, 
fried Tibetan bread. 

Most of the lodges are run 
by Thakali women, master- 
minding the tourist trade while 
their husbands work outside 
the valley. Unusually, the 
Kalopani Lodge owner hap- 
pened to be at home. Unlike 
his quiet, traditionally clad 
wife, he was dressed in modern 
clothes and spoke perfect, busi- 
nesslike English. He had not 
slept for 36 hours, having dri- 
ven overnight from Kathman- 
du to Pokhara to catch the 
flight to Jomsom, then ridden 
straight to Kalopani. “I am a lit- 
tle tired” was his understated 
reaction to the journey. 

We found that reaching a 
lodge by sunset required a fair 


degree ofskQl in estimating our 

walking capabilities. On the 
first two days we trekked for 
seven hours beneath laden 
rucksacks, and still only just 
made it to our target village be- 
fore dark. While our lungs and 
muscles did toughen, it was im- 
possible not to feel puny beside 
the barefoot locals who 
tramped past ik carrying huge 
loads. 

Frequently we met mule or 
buffalo trains winding up the 
hill, kicking up clouds of dust 
in tbeirwake. Although charm- 
ing to took at, with their jangling 
bells and colourful loads, these 
beasts became distinctly less ap- 
pealing when a passing rump 
pushed us to the edge of the 
trail, a steaming memento was 
deposited en route at our feet 
(though we were grateful for 
these natural markers later in 
the trek, when the path was ob- 
scured by a landslide). 

The villages where we 
stopped for sustenance were 
from medieval times. Maipha, 
with its narrow paved streets; 
the once prosperous Tukuche, 


its grand. merchants' houses 
now faded and crumbling; Lar- 
jung with its hillside temples 
and caves. Outside each village 
would be a Buddhist chorten, 
a stone pyramid lined with 
prayer wheels, which we re- 
spectfully passed clockwise as 
custom required. 

Indiana Jones-style, we 
crossed suspension bridges stung 
over cascading water, scrambled 
over landslides and climbed 
through cool forests. The broad 
valley at the start of the trail, 
roofed with blue skies and 
gleaming mountain peaks, soft- 
ened miraculously into emerald 
ricefields and groves of orange 
and lemon trees. As the altitude 
changed so did our attitude 
towards comfort Approaching 
the village of Tatopani, at 
3,904ft, our antidpation mount- 
ed, for into porn means hot wa- 
ter, or springs, and the place’s 
reputation as an oasis for weary 
travellers is well deserved. Af- 
ter three days of icy sponge 
baths, soothing our aching limbs 

Continued on page 2 
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In six clays’ time we will experience the 
first of this year's three Fridays the 13th. In 
February, March and November people will 
be touching wood, crossing fingers or sim- 
ply staying in bed for fear of courting dis- 
aster. Some wiQ be deterred from frying. 

After Tuesday's horrific accident where 
a US military aircraft tore into a cable car 
at the Italian resort of Cavalese, killing 20 
holiday-makers, reading Tfeny Denham’s 
Worid Directory of Airliner Crashes may 
seem ghoulish. But this book reveals how 
relatively safe is aviation, and that, his- 
torically, Friday the 13th is no more nor 
less dangerous than any other day. 

On average, four air travellers perish each 
day somewhere in the world. (Cbinckfentafly, 
this is the same frequency as British people 
dying from accidental overdoses of opiates, 
according to Radio 4’s Medicine Now.) 

Airlines are loath to boast about safety 
records, for fear of tempting fate. Quotas, 
you will recall, was the airline that Dustin 
Hoffman's character insisted oa flying in the 
film Rain Man , because of its dean safety 
record. Yet the Australian airline has had 
its fair share of prangs. Mr De nham records 
no fewer than 16 accidents, from a crash 
on take-off from Jericho, Queensland in 
1923 to another crash on take-off in Mau- 
ritius in 1960. But the airline has never had 
an aeddent with a passenger fatality. 



AbuSimbe! 
might be one 
of Egypt’s 
most 

breathtaking 
sights, but 
while you’re 
there ask your 
tour guide a 
few pertinent 
political 

questions. 
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For the vast majority of us, the biggest 
disaster when flying is losing our Luggage 
- or getting films wiped by airport securi- 
ty machines, as happened to the unfortu- 
nate BBC crew whose stock was blighted 
by an X-ray scanning machine at Man- 
chester airport; their five-week filming as- 
signment in Papua New Guinea was 
nullified by a single blast of radiation. 

Permit me to write from the experience 
of iny previous employment as a security 
guard at Gatwick. As the furious film-mak- 
ers have now discovered, there are two 
kinds of airport X-ray machines. Those you 
see when passing through security controls 
arc puny little devices, the equivalent of 
a Reliant Robin in terms of the radiation 
they generate; 1 happily watch camera film, 
magnetic tape and computer discs float 
down the conveyor belt and through the 
machine, confident that they will survive 
unscathed. Even the monstrous scanners 
at Sheremetyevo airport in Moscow have 
failed to blur words or images. 

The stuff that goes on out of sight is a 
different matter. Ten years after the 
Lockerbie disaster, the aviation worid is 
trying to make sure that explosives con- 
tained within hold baggage can be identi- 
fied to avoid a repeat terrorist attack. 
Searching every bag by hand is a logisti- 
cal impossibility - it used to be tricky 
enough checking everyone's luggage on the. 
Belfast and Tel Aviv flights. The best al- 
ternative so Ear discovered is a machine 
called the CTX5000, a Juggernaut of the 
scanning world. Manchester is leading the 
world in screening every piece of checked 
baggage, and the BAA airports like 
Heathrow and Gatwick are not far behind. 
No security guard I know, past or present, 
would ever entrust any sensitive item to 
such rigorous screening - but then you 
should never, ever, check in anything you 
can't afford to lose. 


Question time in the near East 


Go and visit Petra, Jerusalem and 
Damascus, by all means. But while you’re 
there, set the tour guides thinking - your 
remarks just could make a difference to 
human lives. 


none left? (Answer, because the Turks massacred 
1.5 million of them in the world's first genocide in 
1915, but have never admitted it.) 


Back in the days of the Greek colonels, Labour min- 
isters would appear on television - along with the 
exiled actress Melina Mercouri - urging British 
holiday-makers to avoid Greece and its islands. Hie 
regime in Athens was oppressing its own people, they 
said, banning free elections and torturing opponents. 
Tourism there would support the economy of a brutal 
dictatorship, the British were told. But today, de- 
spite moralistic “mission statements” from Robin 
Cook and his chums, the Foreign Office issues warn- 
ings about visiting only those countries in which 
Britons might be in danger -not the countries which 
might be a danger to their own people. 

Tbday, therefore, holiday-makers flock to the east- 
ern Mediterranean without a thought for the evils 
that go on around their air-conditioned hotels and 
tour buses, unaware that their money is supporting 
regimes that have perfected the art of torture chairs, 
extrajudicial killing and fake elections. That's no rea- 
son not to visit them - if economic sanctions don’t 
work in the Middle East, tourist sanctions certainly 
won’L But this doesn’t mean you can't ask - politely, 
without intending to cause offence - about the less 
savoury aspects of the country into which you are 
pouring your hard-earned pounds. Here's a guide. 


Egypt: lake in the Pyramids by ail means. And the 
Ibtenkhamun treasures. Even Luxor, despite the re- 
cent massacre. But why not ask the tour guide to 
point out the LazhougU Street security police head- 
quarters in central Cairo - systematic torture with 
electrodes is carried out against suspected militants 
on two floors of the building. If travelling outside 
the capital, ask the friendly guide where the Tora 
prison complex is - it’s where opposition militants 
are given women’s names and forced to rape each 
other as a punishment If you're staying at the down- 
town Cairo As-Safir hotel, it’s worth remembering 
that a previous guest the Libyan exile Mansour 
Kflchiya, was last seen there in 1993 while attend- 
ing a human rights conference; the Americans be- 
lieve the Egyptian police kidnapped him and sent 
him back to Libya for execution. The Egyptians, of 
course, can find no trace of their visitor. 


David hotel, ask reception who blew it up in 1948 
(answer: Menacbem Begin, when it was the British 
military HQ). In Hebron, ask local Palestinians why 
their forefathers massacred the Jewish inhabitants 
in the Twenties. And if you visit the nearest Jewish 
settlement, ask to see the grave of Baruch Goldstein, 
the Israeli who massacred 29 Palestinians in a He- 
bron mosque; his grave is now a shrine. In the Riles- 
tin fan West Bank, you could ask local guides why 
Arafat pays no attention to his parliament, and why 
he maintains 14 different secret police forces. And 


United Arab Emirates: There is swimming, desert 
exploration, gambling and lots of money, especially 
in Dubai and Abu Dhabi. But over a G&T you might 
ask your Emirates friends how many young Sri 
T-ankan and Filipino women have been viciously 
flogged for supposedly “illicit" sexual relations in 
recent years (answer hundreds). And wbai happened 
to the Sri lankan teenager in the emirate of Ras 
al-Khaimar who was convicted (despite her claim 
to innocence) of killin g the baby she was looking 
after? (Answer she was shot by a firing squad just 
before her 19th birthday.) 


ROBERT FISK 


Jordan: The rose-red valley of Petra, the resort of 
Aqaba, are unbeatable. But you might ask why elec- 
toral laws were changed to keep Muslim opponents 
of the so-called peace process out of parliament, why 
dozens of political detainees are held after unfair 
trials at the State Security Court, and why Jordan 
is hanging more of its citizens (including women) 
for crimes confessed to under fierce interrogation. 


Turkey: Enjoy the beaches, the wine, the Topkapi 
museum. But why not ask that friendly tour guide 
what's happening In the forbidden south east? Is it 
true thai thousands of Kurds have been “resettled” 
by the government, that hundreds have been mys- 
teriously assassinated (by policemen as well as by 
the ruthless Kurdish Workers Party)? Why does 
Amnesty International cany repeated reports of pol- 
ice torture? And why aren’t the Armenians men- 
tioned in the local guidebook? Because there are 


Israel/ Palestine: While enjoying Jerusalem, why 
not ask your Israeli tour guide to point out the Russ- 
ian Compound where Palestinian prisoners have been 
brutally tortured and where torture (by “shaking’’) 
continues to this day? Ask the Palestinian merchants 
how many of their families have had their land tak- 
en by Israelis for Jewish settlements. Ask to visit the 
Jerusalem suburb of Givat Shaul and ask the locals 
what happened there (answer the Jewish Irgun mas- 
sacred Arab residents in 1948, when it was called 
Deir Yassin ). If you're staying in the splendid King 


when you see the PLO’s police stations, ask why so 
marry prisoners are beaten to death by Arafat's thugs. 
Syria: Ancient Damascus is the most unspoilt of tides; 
Aleppo’s castle is spectacular, Roman Palmyra a joy. 
But you might ask, gently of course, who are the civil- 
ians with guns on so many street corners (answer 
members of the various secret police units). Ask the 
voting pattern of the latest election for the govern- 
ment (be sure we’re talking percentages in the high 
nineties ). In Palmyra, glance across towards the hills 
on the other side of town and ask what the long, low 
buildings are (answer Thdmor prison, site of a mas- 
sacre of inmates by special forces troops in 1982). 
And while travelling north, if you stop to see the beau- 
tiful houses of ancient Hama, you might ask why there 
are so many bullet holes in them (answer Syrian 
troops ruthlessly suppressed an Islamist uprising here; 
original figures of 20,000 dead may be exaggerat- 
ed, but it was a bloody business). Syrian officials may 
say that the rebels of Hama were cutting the 
throats of families loyal to the government and 
threatened an Islamic revolution - and that if the 
uprising had not been crushed, Syria would have be- 
come another Algeria. They may well be right -but 
there’s no harm in asking. 


Of course. I’ve left out the non-holiday spots. In 
Baghdad, you’re likely to be invited to visit the tor- 
ture chamber for a prolonged stay, if you askabput 
it. In Saudi Arabia, you’ll be put on the first plane 
home if you complain about the regular public 
decapitation of convicted prisoners on Friday 
mornings. 

Even* those old, perennial tourist haunts of 
Tunisia and Morocco are worthy of a few questions. 

In both countries, opponents of the rulers regularly 
“disappear" - in Morocco for up to 30 years; and 
why, you might ask the waiter in your favourite 
Tunisian restaurant, does he always seem to be bang- 
ing around your table when you talk politics? 

Be assured, you will be told everywhere you go 
that the President/ King is both popular and god- 
like, beloved by his people, ruling benignly under 
God’s heaven. Your tour guide wilJ absolutely in- 
sist that this is his own personal conviction. But when 
you have gone, be wzD report all this to the authorities, 
who might- just might -worry that pulling out local 
fingernails could reduce the millions they make from 
tourism. 

If you do ask questions, remember, too, that your 
tour guide will also love his country, and be deeply 
offended if he thinks you are trying to insult him. 
But even if you don’t ask any questions, why not read 
Amnesty International’s latest human rights report 
on the country you plan to tan in? It never hurts to 
know where your money is going , 


Prayer wheels and apple pie 


Headless horsemen on the Welsh border 


Continued firm page J 


in the steaming pools rated al- 
most os highly as the tight of the 
peaks above us. 

From here on, the land- 
scape grew ever more tropical, 
although the nights held on to 
their chill At Ghorepani, we 
shivered out of bed before 
dawn to climb Boon HilL which 
promised spectacular views 
across the Himalayas - only to 
find the mountain panorama 
obscured by cloud. 

A decade ago, visitors were 
spared half the climb tty staying 
in lodges on the hillside. The re- 
sulting deforestation, especially 
from increased consumption of 
firewood - persuaded the local 
environmental body, the Anna- 
puma Conservation Area Pro- 
ject, to move the lodges lower 
down and encourage owners to 
install back-boilers orsolar pan- 
els. Trekkers are also asked to 
keep water pollution and litter 
to a minimum. 

The last village on the trek 
was Birethanti, once an isolated 
community, now a thriving 
trekking town. The new road 
from Pbkhara to Jomsom has 
climbed here, extending "civfi- 
isation” but gradually smoth- 
ering a traditional way of life. 
When it finally reaches Jorasom 
the rich diversity of the land- 
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TRACKS 


Skirting round the Severn 
Bore, Matthew Brace 
continues his series on 
great short railway 
journeys by taking the 
train from Gloucester 
to Chepstow. 


Yakking on: rush hour on a Nepalese hill path 

Photograph: Bruce Coleman 


scape, so thrilling on a six-day 
walk, will flash tty in less than 
a day's drive and the villages in 
its path may lose most of their 
tourist trade. Can the ingenuity 
of the Thakalis once again rise 
to the challenge? 


as Qatar Airlines via Doha 
(£515 through Thomas Cook 
Flights Direct, 0990 101520). 


Getting there 
The only airline with direct 
flights between the UK and 
Nepal is Royal Nepal (0171- 
494 0974), but these flights 
stop at least twice en route. 
Fares are lower, and stops 
may be fewer on airlines such 


Red tape 

Visas are required by all 
British passport holders. A 
one-month visa can be 
obtained on arrival for US$30- 
$35 (£1S-£21, but you must pay 
in US dollars). To obtain one 
in advance, send an sae to the 
Visa Section, Embassy of 
Nepal 12a Kensington Palace 
Gardens, London W8 4QU 
(0171-229 1594). 


The ticket -coll cl- tor on the 
through train from Birming- 
ham to Milford Haven leapt 
from his carriage at Glouces- 
ter with a smile on his face. 

“See them?" he asked a 
colleague waiting on the plat- 
form. “There, them two skin- 
ny he ad boys walking off now. 
Got them both at Cheltenham. 
No ticket, no money, full fine." 

He was clearly delighted 
with busting the two fare- 
dodgers, who strode away with 
a story of bravado to loll their 
mates. So pleased was he with 
himself that be didn't bother 


asking any of us who joined the 
train at Gloucester for our 
tickets. Instead he breezed 
through the carriages whistling 
and answering queries. Yes, 
the train did stop at Lydney, 
but no, he didn't have a 
timetable to give out. 

We pulled out of Glouces- 
ter at 13.42, passing through 
the western suburbs and then 
across the fertile farmland of 
the Severn river valley. State- 
ly, brick farmhouses line the 
route, many built on slight ris- 
es in the ground, presumably 
to give their owners a bit more 
time to get out the sandbags 
when the river floods. 

Inland, on the edge of the 
Forest of Dean but sadly out of 
sight from the train track, is 
Littledean Half, reputedly 
Britain's most haunted house, 
with far more than its fair 
share of headless horsemen 
and white ladies. The house is 
built on the site of a Roman 
temple, which may have some- 
thing to do with the excessive 
paranormal activity. It is pri- 
vately owned, but you can vis- 
it from April to October. 

Ibn minutes out of Glouces- 
ter, the line meets the north 
bank of the river as it flows into 
its estuary at the head of the 
Bristol Channel. This is where 


the Severn Bore is visible at 
certain times of the year. The 
Bore, or wave, is a geograph- 
ical phenomenon that occurs at 
high tides, producing a wall of 
water up to a metre (3ft) high 
which moves upstream at be- 
tween 16km and 19km an hour 
(about llmph). Some fear iL 
others surf iL At low tide old 
wooden jetties are visible 
reaching out from the shore, 
their struts coated in seaweed 
and slime. 

From Lydney, the first stop, 
you can take the Heritage 
Railway. There arc special 
events throughout the year in- 
cluding, for kids. Friends of 
Thomas and Teddy Bear week- 
ends. 

After Lydney the train runs 
on to Chepstow (Cas-Gwent in 
Welsh), ooiy another nine min , 
utes down the line. The dram- 
atic approach to this Welsh 
border town is across a high 
bridge over the river Wye look- 
ing across to Chepstow Casile. 
Built on a rock above the river, 
this is the earliest stone castle 
in Britain which can be accur- 
ately dated. The Domesday 
Book in 1086 records that it was 
begun by William fitz Osbera. 
who had taken up his post as 
the Norman Earl of Hereford 
by 1069. The fact Lhat the cas- 


tle is made of stone rather than 
earth and timber illustrates its 
great strategic importance in 
controlling one of the main 
crossings into Wales. 

The casile is well preserved, 
with many original features, 
and there is a small exhibition 
there that gives you a sense of 
how tough life was for most 
people in those days, what 
with wars, poverty and ever- 
present plagues. However, for 
the rich things were different 
Royal and noble visitors to 
the castle would have dined on 
fine, exotic game. A typical 
meal for King Edward I, who 
dropped in in December 1285, 
included boar’s head, heron, 
cygnet peacocks, curlew, and 
iced eggs for pudding. 

And what better place for 
the king and his entourage to 
walk it all off, than along the 
battlements? The view is 
breathtaking. The castle sits on 
high cliffs above a gentle horse- 
shoe bend of the Wye, which 
flows idly by 200ft below. The 
town’s position near the con- 
fluence of the Wye and the Sev- 
ern estuary meant that it was 
always likely to become a key 
port. Wine from Bordeaux and 
fish from Iceland were brought 
ashore here, and the Chartists 
were deported in Tasmania 


from the same dockside in 
18 40, after their uprising in 
Newport. 

Maybe it is the history of 
international trade that has 
always made me see Chepstow 
as a transitory sort of place. It 
is on the way to lots of places. 

I remember it as a fish-and-drip 
stop, coming home from child- 
hood holidays in South Wfcies. 
Tbday the biggest chippie in 
town must be Payton’s Plaice , a 
beside the main crossroads, 
with seating for 60, though 
the lunch lime I dropped in, the 
other 59 guests were dining 
elsewhere - maybe at a oewty 
opened fast food joint serving 
heron and iced eggs to go. 


On the footplate 
When to go: open all year . 
(nine trains each weekday. 10 
on Saturday, seven on Sunday) 
What to see: Littledean Hall. . 
Chepstow Castle, cheap day re- 
turn (Gloucester to Chepstow) 
adult £5 JO, children under 15, 
£2.65. 

Who to call: Whies and West 
trams (0345 4S4950), Thlking 
Timetable for Friends of . ‘ 
Thomas and Teddy Bear week- ' 9- 
ends (01594 843423), Glouces- ' 
tershire Tourist Board (01452 
421188), Chepstow Tourist 
Board (01222 500200). 
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48 hours in the life of Marrakesh 



Hanging outs in Marrakesh, most of your time will be spent exploring the Medina, and here 
It is easiest to walk through the maze of alleys and markets 


Photo: Penny Tweedie/Ranos 


GREEN CHANNEL 


Sweden’s right of public access 

Travellers in Sweden' benefit from the 
best access rights anywhere in Europe. 
The new Sweden 9S book (available 
free from the 24-hour request line, 
01476 578811) explains the country's 
tradition of aRemansratien. 

You are allowed to walk, jog, ride, 
cycle or ski through the forests and 
ixiimiiysdde and across other-people’s 
land, provided you don’t cause any 
damag e io crops, tree plantations or 


other vulnerable features of the 
landscape. 

You can "pick wild berries, 
mushrooms and flowers, provided that 
they are not protected species. 

But you are requested not to camp 
close to houses, and you must ask the 
landowner for permission to pitch a 
group Of tents, or to stay in one place 

for any length of time. 

Free fishing along Sweden’s coasts 
and archipelagos is allowed only with 
rod and libe. 


RED CHANNEL 


Warnings about Sweden in the new State Department bulletin 

Most crimes involve theft of personal property in public areas, or 
burglary from cars or residences. However, travellers, especially those 
who appear affluent, can become targets of pickpockets and bag- 
snatchers. Hotel breakfast rooms and lobbies, in particular, attract 
professional, well-dressed thieves who blend in with guests. 

The maximum speed limit in Sweden is 110km per hour (65mph). 
Laws, especially those concerning speeding and driving under the 
influence of alcohol, are strictly enforced, and fines can be severe. 

Penalties for possession, use, or trafficking in illegal drugs in Swe- 
den are high, and convicted offenders can expect jail sentences 
and fines. 



You need a shortcut to the 
soul of Morocco’s most 
entertaining city. Jeffrey 
Lee prescribes the perfect 
weekend there. 


Why go now? 

Because February is dry, dear 
and warm (average 20°C). Be- 
cause the towering High Atlas 
mountains provide a snow- 
capped backdrop to a vibrant, ex- 
otic world just three hours away. 
And because Ramadan is over. 

Beam down 

British Airways (0345 222111) 
and Royal Air Manx; (0171-439 
4361) fly from Gatwick and 
Heathrow respectively to Mar- 
rakesh. Through discount 
agents such as Hamilton Trav- 
el (0171-344 3344) you can get 
a fare of around £250-£26O re- 
turn; booking direct can cost 
£100 more. 

Get your bearings 
Marrakesh is in fact two cities 
side by side. The walled old city, 
or Medina, is a bustling warren 
of winding bazaars and medieval 
buildings, centred around the 
colourful square of Djma Al-Fna 
and ihe lowering minaret of the 
Koutoubiya mosque; the new 
town, the Nouvelle Ville, is all 
modem blocks, broad boule- 
vards and French colonial town 
planning, built around the wide 
Place de la Libcrte. The two dry 
centres are connected by the 
wide thoroughfare of the Av- 
enue Muhammad Cinq. 

The small airport is jusl a few 
kilometres away and a taxi to ei- 
ther town centre should cost 
about 60 dirhams (£4). Make 
sure you agree a fare in advance. 
Within Marrakesh, taxis tend to 
use their meters, and it is very 
hard for a trip to cost more than 
about 70 pence. 

Most of your lime will be 
spent exploring the Medina, and 
here it is easiest to walk through 
the maze of alleys and markets, 
or travel by horse-drawn car- 
riage. Again, fix a price in ad- 
vance. From the old dty walls 
to the Djma ai-Fna costs about 
70 pence. Ignore the “guides” 
who hassle you as you walk 
through the Medina. It isn’t 
hard to navigate the bazaars, 
and if you want to be guided you 
can hire an official guide 
through your hotel. For about 
£10 for a half-day you can get 
someone who is reliable and 
knowledgeable, and will keep 
off the touts. 

Check in 

There are plenty of cheap ho- 
tels around the central Djma ai- 
Fna, the most popular being the 
Thzi and the Foucauld. I 
wouldn't recommend any of 
them. There are plenty of “in- 
ternational'’ five-stars in the 
Nouvelle Ville. I wouldn’t rec- 
ommend them, either. My two 
tips are both close to the cen- 
tre of the Medina: the Gub 
Med (00 212 4 44 4016) strange- 
ly ignored by all the guidebooks 
I’ve ever read on Marrakesh, is 
a haven with idiosyncratic 
rooms, a great pool and a ham- 
mam (traditional Moroccan 
sauna). You don’t have to join 
in kitsch French cabaret, and it’s 
great value at about £30 for a 
double room; in the fantasy 
range there is the palatial 
Mamounia (00 212 4 44 89 81), 
Winston Churchill’s favourite 
holiday retreat, one of those 
rare fabled hotels that lives up 
to its reputation. Opulent and 
expensive (from about £140 


for a double) but for that un- 
forgettable 48 hours. 

Take a ride 

To get a feel for the place, hire 
a carriage at the Djma Al-Fna 
and ride out through the heat 
and bustle of the Medina to 
make a half-circuit of the walls. 
The air is cool in the palm 
groves around the city and the 
mud ramparts and towers go 
pink in the dusty sunlight. Re- 
enter the walls from the south, 
beside the mirror-smooth 
Menara pleasure lake. 

Take a hike 

Leave the carriage by the for- 
bidden palace of the ruling Sul- 
tan Hasan and visit the ATBadi 
(“The Incomparable") Palace. 
Open 9am- 12 and 230-530pm. 
This is the vast ruin of a 16th- 
century complex so luxurious 
that it took the mad Sultan Is- 
mail 10 years to strip oul its gold, 
marble and jewels. Now you can 
explore the (scary, unlit) dun- 
geons and wander through the 
echoing courtyards and roofless 
pavilions where huge white 
storks nest. Next door, after 
passing through a narrow tun- 
nel, you'll find the necropolis of 
the Saadian dynasty. Sealed off 
and forgotten until the french 
opened it up in 1917. it is a tran- 
quil place with beautifully tiled 
and carved tombs. 

Lunch on the run 

For about £2 a head, the 
Venezia, on a terrace overlook- 
ing the Koutoubiya mosque, of- 
fers a good view, fast, friendly 
service and' local beer. It serves 
pizzas and local specialities such 
as couscous and tajeen - a stew 
of meat or vegetables cooked in 
a conical day pot with lemons, 
prunes or olives. 

Cultural afternoon 

The best place to soak up Mar- 
rakesh culture is in the streets 
and bazaars, but to get a feel of 
traditional Moroccan arts and 
crafts, it is worth visiting the Dar 
Si Said (open 9am-12, 230- 
6pm). This is a sumptuous 
house, built in the last century 
for the “simple” brother of a 
wealthy courtier. It now contains 
a museum of Moroccan arts 


(the carpet displays are espe- 
cially fine). 

Window shopping 

This is the best reason to come 

to Marrakesh - to wander the 
markets or souqs. There is a 
crowded maze of passages 
around the Djma Al-Fna, with 

each trade having its own bazaar. 

Amidst streams of people you 


dalising in slippers, leather, 
spices, perfumes and metalwork. 
In one square, you find tradi- 
tional medidne stalls selling rare 

roots, dead crows, dried 
cham eleons and other suppos- 
edly magical ingredients. In 
another, all sorts of multi- 
coloured badass. Best buys in the 

souqs are ceramics, alver, wood- 
work, and, of course, carpets. 

There are no prices marked 
and you must bargain for every- 
thing. When bargaining for an 
expensive item, I recommend 
an initial offer of about one- 
tenth the vendor's asking price. 
Don’t be afraid if he oohs and 
and acts offended. That’s 
all part of the ritual; he will 
come back with a lower price. 
Drink the mint tea that is of- 
fered (without any obligation to 
buy) and take your time. You 
can always go away and come 
back later. I once bargained 
with a carpet merchant, on 
and off; over the whole of a long 
weekend. 

An aperitif 

Take a break from the entropy 
of the old city and drink a 
pastis, or a local rosd, at one of 
the relaxed. French-style cate- 
terraces in the Nouvelle Ville. 
Try the Renaissance or the 
Cafe Les Nfigociants. 

Demure dinner 
In the Nouvelle Ville, the 
French-run R&tisserie de la 
Paix (68 rue Yugoslavie) has a 
cosy fire for winter and a gar- 
den for summer. It does French 
and Moroccan food for about 
£R, and specialises in grills. For 
a blow-out, tiy YacouL You will 
be met by a guide and taken to 
a spectacular town house in the 
heart of the Medina for a trad- 
itional Moroccan feast (about 
£25 per head). 


Sunday morning: go to 

NOT-Muslims are banned from 
mosques in Morocco, but you 
can visit the medieval religious 
schools, oimadrasas.Ttie most 
beautiful is the intricately tiled 
and carved Madrasa Ben 
Yousef, to the north of the 
Djma al-Fna. In the same area, 
you can admire (from the out- 
side) the ornate shrines of two 
Muslim saints and the glorious 
Mouassm mosque. 

Bracing brunch 

The best place is Pergola in the 

Nouvelle V3JIe on the south side 

of Place de la LibertA Far a cou- 
ple of quid you get a generous 
Continental or American 
breakfast in a pleasant pave- 
ment setting. At the more ba- 
sic MikMak, on Place Foucaulu, 
they do a reasonable croissant 
and coffee for 50 pence. 

A walk in the park 

Marrakesh has a number of 
public gardens, some of which 
rfotp- back to medieval times, but 
the two best are private. The 
Jardin MajoreUe is Yves St Lau- 
rent's garden in the Nouvelle 
Ville (entrance £1). Cool and 
leafy, it is full of flowers, with 
fountains and courtyards bright- 
ly painted to match. In the 
grounds of the Hotel Mamou- 
nia, groves of oranges are criss- 


VISIT US OR 
YOU'LL BE 
GETTING A 
ONE-WAY 
TICKET HOME 
NEXT WEEKEND. 
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Win her over next Saturday with a beautiful Valentine’s gift diosen from our range 
of stunning jewellery. Call 0181 905 9000 for details of your nearest store. 

Ernest Jones 

The Diamond and Watch specialist. 


book with confidence 

— ^ ABTA 

re dX containing the full story on what ABIA offers you, call 0171 307 lW LOOK BEFORE YOU BO|#|K 
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4/MARATHON 


A race for the 
upwardly mobile 
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It’s a vertical marathon: every 
February in New York athletes 
gather to race up the 86 floors 
of the world's third tallest 
building. Martin Holder joined the 
Empire State Run Up. 

New York took my breath away as well 
as most of my stomach contents. Being 
violently sick at the top of the “Eighth 
Wander of the World” is undoubtedly one 
of the most memorable things I have 
done. I wanted my trip to the Big Apple 
to be unforgettable. So 1 ran up the Em- 
pire State Building instead of using the 
lift 

Every year ISO upwardly-mobile and 
perhaps mentally unbalanced athletes 
take part in the Empire State Run Up. 
It is the oldest of an ever-growing world- 
wide circuit of vertical marathons: Syd- 
ney, Moscow, Vienna, Munich, Toronto 
and Detroit all host their own vertical 
marathons and they are open to anyone 
keen to achieve something most people 
are too sensible to do. By running up the 
world's third tallest building, I wanted to 
scale new heights of achievement for 
British athletics, as well as British holi- 
day-makers to New York. 

The Empire State Building run takes 
you up 86 floors - a total of 1*576 40-inch 
wide, balf-inch-high steps. The race be- 
gins in the lobby-on 36th Street and Fifth 
Avenue - and ends on the observatory 
dock on the 86th floor. My race began 
three months earlier, up and down the 
staircase in my home in BLackheath. Prac- 
tice facilities were rather low on the 
ground in London, but I did not let the 
lack of skyscrapers interfere with my train- 


step on it: the Empire State Run 
Up is the oldest of an ever-growing 
world-wide circuit of vertical 
marathons 



ing. I ran up and down my 12- step stair- 
case 500 times a day. My neighbours were 
tolerant My wife, Fiona, had mentioned 
in passing something about my suffering 
from a bladder infection. 

I then moved on toa local multi-storey 
car park, progressing on to the mainte- 
nance stairwell of Woolwich TunneL 1 run 
marathons and have run a few cross- 
country races - but vertical marathons, 
I had been told, require work on certain 
muscle groups. Presumably not the brain. 

Rasing money for Save Hie Children 
and the Catherine Wyatt FUnd (set up in 
memory of a university friend who died 
suddenly) was my main motivation, as well 
as going to New York and seeing it from 
a different perspective - on the run, with- 
out the use of yellow cabs or the subway. 

Arriving in the city, my training sched- 
ule continued with jogs around Central 
Park, down Broadway and Wall Street, 
past Maty’s and right down to the Stat- 
ue of Liberty - as well as workouts on the 
treadmill and step-up machine in the 
Manhattan Sberatcm. I also ran up and 
down the hotel's 26-storey stairs. On one 
occasion, guests flooded out of their 
rooms in my wake thinking that there was 
a fire drill. 

On the big day, Z signed in, paid my 
£10 race fee* collected my singlet and 
lined up at the start. The pros went first 
and the race was won for the third suc- 
cessive year by Kurt Kooig, a 39-year-old 
accountant from Mittenwald in Germany. 
He is the undisputed King of the Main- 
tenance Stairwells. His winning time of 
10 minutes 22 seconds was just four sec- 
onds outside the all-time record set by 
Australian Greg Case. The best women’s 
time is around 12-and a- half- minutes. 
This is held by- an Australian, Belinda 
Soszyn. 

I had no idea of what time would be 
respectable. 1 just wanted to finish with- 
out the aid of paramedics and with blis- 
ters that would not prevent me from ' 
shopping the next day. 

The starting pistol fired and off we 
went* shoulder-barging each other out of 
the way in the huge crush, a desperate 
attempt to get to the small-framed door 
to the staircase. Then it was stair crazy 


all the way. 1 had expected a nosebleed 
or a stitch but all I got was sore thumbs 
from swinging around the handrail from 
floor to floor. The Empire State Run is 
essentially a road race with handrails. 

Whizzing around the corners, 1 caught 
sight of the Manhattan skyline from a 360- 
degree perspective. It was a curious and 
novel way of sightseeing. The run is no 
great distance. Only a fifth of a mile and 
1,050ft op- At the end you don't run into 
the arms of a loved one or trainer* but 
those of a small man dressed m a rather 
mangy gorilla suit Apart From a con- 
gratulatory cuddle from King Kong, all 
you get for your exertions is a not-veiy- 
njee complimentary T-shirt, a tiny, tacky 
trophy, a Swatch, a sticky bun for your 
blood -sugar level, complimentary rehy- 
dration in a wobbly paper cup and ah all- 
expenses ride down to ground level in the 
lift 

- I finished 56th, in a time of just un- 
der 16 minutes - 13 minutes foster than 
the oldest man in rhe race, 85-year-old 
Chico Scurone. The view from the top was 
more breathtaking than usual. As I 
gulped for air, and the rest of the run- 
ners filed away towards the lift. I looked 
up to see the man who runs the souvenir 
shop on the observatory floor shaking his 
bead disconsolately. His name is Douglas. 
“These stair climbers arc my worst cus- 
tomers. They never buy nothing.'* 

I felt terrible, and my recovery peri- 
od was rather noisy. But slowly the ulti- 
mate holiday high began to sink in and 
make itself felt. I could have gone faster 
and overtaken more people, but 1 have 
been brought up to believe that it is bad 
luck to cross on stairs. 

The 1998 Empire Suae Run takes place on 
22 February: for more information call 001 
212 860 4455. 

Getting there: London-New York is the 
busiest and most competitive internation- 
al air route in the world, and since the sum 
of the year fares havcfaUen to their low- 
est ever in real terms. Most of the best deals 
are on Continental from Gatwick, 
Heathrow, Birmingham or Manchester 
for as little as £170 return (including all tax- 
es, through discount agents ). 







SCRATCH AND WIN AN ADVENTURE 
HOLIDAY TO DISNEY’S ANIMAL KINGDOM 
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This is your chance to win one of 15 family 
holidays to Disney's Animal Kingdom^ the 
newest, fourth and most spectacular Theme 
Park at Walt Disney World* Resort in Florida. 

Just purchase a book of 10 First class 
stamps and scratch off the animal shapes to 
see if you could be charging off to Disney's 
Animal Kingdom? 

Holiday winners will receive £200 worth 
of US dollars and family travel insurance' 
from Post Office Travel Services. 

There are also thousands of really wild 
Animal Kingdom™ prizes to be won, including 
T-shirts, rucksacks, baseball caps and key-rings. 
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Some books 

CAN CHANGE YOUR LIFE. 

This one can 
CHANGE EVERYBODY'S. 


TO find Ofrt how you can join an 
Earth watch team provfdfrig funds 
*nd assistance on over 130 
environmental and cultural 
projects world^wide, get tfw 

Earthwatch Institute Expedition 
Guide. Call 01845 311 400 with 
your credit cord or send a 
cheque for £3 JO, made payable 
to Earthwatch, to 
EARTHWATCH FREEPOST 
OFIS7, OXFORD 0X2 6BR. 

Earthwatch 
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FINDING SOLUTIONS FOR A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE 


T T Experience the 

Unexpected 

Discover the unique experience 
of a small group 
adventure! 


WESTERN 

HIMALAYAN 

EXPERIENCE 

::5h/29™ AUGUST 


Only £i 95 



Okavango 
jours a . safaris 


• Wildlife Safaris •Trekking Expeditions 

• Sailing Adventures • JungU Exploration 

m C ultural Touring • Wilderness Experience 

Far oar 100 page colour brochure call 

01252 344161 

Please quote Reference SI 

Explore Worldwide 
Mlmhac. CUll ILQ. 



Trek through the 
past and support- 
the future of . 
Leonard Cheshire 

«cwc the Carper vnneifcfe to ’ 
get your package teetodtogv 
* Return flights and transfers * 

■ All food & acdunsiqdatian 

■ Profejstaru! Guides 

■ Trawl hurvtt 

and much roareU 

Cafl us free 

0800 mirr 

731 ® 

37 66 nr 


CLASSIC NEPAL 


Treks Throughout The 

NEPAL HIMALAYA 
INDIA AND TIBET 

Fw a colour nocture 


Tel: 01773 873497 ::-u 



For tlouS*Arii of World Offe 
mU **s mm orv: 

0345 222III 

Book kj l8tt* February ’ll 

World Offers *1 -.rr'.VjE 

\ BRITISH AEKVWQS / 

\ The world's favourite airline / 


Fares are return bom London and subtect 10 availability and travel periods. Travel up to end 
March '98. Includes pie-paid taxes correct at 14 January '93 Rome - fare £l29>'tat £.16, Venice 
- fare £!39/tax £16, Paris - fare £58/tax £17. For details see ITV Teletext p38G, your travel 
agent, British Airways Travel Shop or bool and pay at our Web she- www.brittsh-airwaysxom 


JOURNEY 
LATIN « 
AMERICA 
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Adventurous 4 In ta r ea t i ng hofr 
deye In Indian Himalayas, 
trekking, mountain bfldng, motor - 
cyollng. Ybga. wttdflowere. geol- 
ogy. Jeep oafadea. Himalayan 
FUboya 01323 422 213 

SKYROS The Holistic Experience. 
In Greece & the Caribbean. 0171 
284 3065 or wmxefcyiusxofiV 

WALKING A CYCLING In imfiacav- 
ared Europe. Fine food. riand- 
piclad hotels, mooNem value lor 
money prices. Guided & Indepen- 
dent chokwa-bagr; moved (or 
you. Headwater (01606) 813339 
AIT02412ATOL 


HAVANA E4MSJ0SE £463 


LIMA E38BBJURES £587 


LATIN AMERICA . Fits and tailor. 
mode horideys, bast value sentce 
and choice. Journey Latin Amer- 
ica 0181 747 3108 Or 0161 832 
1441 lor your tree m a gaz ine 4 
tench. ABTA V2522 ATOL 2828 
ATTO Saies^jo trmey lotinomer. 
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THE WIDEST RANGE 
OF VILLAS 
Many individual and 
many with pods. To 
steep 2 to 20. 
Tuscany, Umbria, 
Roman and Venetian 
countysfde and Sicily. 
Travel options include 
seif drive, fly drive 

and train. 

Call Brochureline NOW 
0113205 0205 
Quoting Ref. IN0301 
ATOL ABTA V6190 


■~z.n 'Tl-Sk. Vs. 

With our annual travel ■ . 7 

insurance you can take an xJ-r-s. . 

uniuni led number of trips. '■■S. r ''i? Insurance 

To enrol, call between 8am >Li_ ,.* .Services 
and 8pm Monday to Friday — _ _ — 

quoting reference I NA05. ‘ 0800 700 737 
ic ncR^i^T.ertierv 
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Overseas Travel 


Every 'Wednesday 
turn to 

The Independent’s 
Midweek Travel Section 

TAKE OFF FOR A 
CITY BREAK’ 

Located within our 
tab loid supplement 

‘CITY +’, 

thfts weekly editorial 
focuses on some of the 
best City Break 
- destinations around* 


Holiday making can be an adventurous, 
beautiful, sophisticated and individual 
experience; alternatively it can be very 
dull. We want to help you choose. 


JeiBiuy Atjpoh 


TRAVEL INSURANCE, 

jteaal 


COLUMBUS^ 


THE INDEPENDENT 

Newspaper PubteWngpic 
regrets that aWwugh every 
reasonable precaution Is taken, 
no iMponcMby can be 
accepted for Rights andfer 
accommodation ottered 
through these cokatro, or any 
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Overseas Travel 



JORDON, EGYPT ISRAEL, SYRIA. 
lUormade ttwreries. Call Deab- 
ntfon Red See on 01 81 440 0900 
ABTA VD1 22 ATOL 3651. 


Eastern Europe 




, Don’t forget 
co mention 
The Independent 
. when replying 
i-to adverts _ 


N£WBORNE 
. FRANCE SELECTION 
L DOUCE QUIETUDE A 


MOBILE HOME HOUD/W’S 
Off Bring nine high quality 
camp sites throughout France 

Now and second hand 
homes for sale 

Tel: 01903 237809 (24hr0 
fax, 01903 214319 
44. MoJntra tew. Wfartteng. 
baUMilM 


A yV; ' SAVE MONEY 
-a- BOOK DETECT1 
24)00 PR IVATE 
OWNERS ADVERTISE 

Chteeaux - vm» & Farm Houses, 
many with pooh 

• r v wt a g na m studos * Apmtmtmts 
• Famdy Hotels ■ Mobfle Homes 
- Bed & Breakfasts ■ C4y Breaks 
At regions of France. 

Free 316 pg Colour Brochure 

Tel: 014B4 682503 

tittpJwww^tmnous^cqm 


discount 


0990 134 748 


. -r cieOJliV 

OS S:i 

•cut .OCii T»Avi. -dtf.- 


B* 01439 873567 
"ox 01489 877872 



Hotel to hotel tours, 
with k^gage carried. 

Or ringle centre hoBdays. 

01797 223 777 

BELLE FRANCE 

^0 


Greece 


wfthHalf F J 

Board 

To Zakopane In the 
Beautiful TMra kiounttens 


±r L Ahmad Holidays 

„ J®T opaniutey Bam-Opm 
ThoueandBOiMigww! 

. Lannsn ImHsie Ir C1I9 Bts fr OT 

. HaM wtn/Eaa Hats h Ct® Ar*«l 
• Sun WM "B 8 Ho® V €168 d( rrw 

Ai uea. Caw* Cyixus. Gnwea 
Spam. Balearic. A&»n*. at 

MteHBsriresefftoomsMavaL 

Dtcourer FanOewOra^Bar 


Hotiday Parks 

Holland 

Germany 

Qu»&y hokby pork* h 
Hofcnd and the Bbdc Forest 
and Moral restore cf Gemra^ 
Phone 01502 502 605 
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PRAGUE, VIENNA. BUDAPEST & 
SfowUe. Central penslom, 
hotels A apis. Czechara (Qt706) 


PRAGUE, Budapest. Vienne. Bartn 

& KndatM Low hotel prices from 
£14 pp & Bights from 
£t86(lnc.») (Agent ATOL 1245). 
Summer Ctatab In Stawnte, SJo- 
»Ua A Czech from E217 par 
week. Auto Pten 0164325777 



Discover 12 enchanting 
French repeats bo Ism or by 
bike, uitfa your ba&s moved 
bryoc. Warm Friend); 
bauds, anc rc gtom d food and 
wteo, unexpected pleaonres. 

FwilebffnewkMtf 

htsch upukm, phone 
oowroryom- 1998 colour 



BWTTANV; Dordogne, Cate d’Azur 
and morau Lovely VDIas, many 
with pools. SunaelBct VDIas. 
ABTAV727B Brochure 0161 707 
. 8794. 

Brittany; Dordogne, Com d'Azur 
and morau Lovely Vllles, many 
wOh pools. Sunselaci VHtas. 
ABTA V727B Brochure 01 SI 707 
8794. 


WORLD CUP FRANCE. Comfofl- 
abte farmhouse with pool, mid- 
way Bordeaux A Toulouse. Suit- 
able lor 4 couptee, evaOabie 
weeks commencing 20th, 27th 
June. For details contact David 
Dempsey tevfex 0033 55 340 
8308 

PROVENCE. Spacious 2 bdrm gar- 
den apL Superb location. PooL 
Exquisite h* vQtaga. Asc/Med 1 he. 
1W: 01273326501. 


PROVENCE. Studo flat sips 2 In VINTAGE FRANCE: Farmhouses 
old chateau nr Vtedon Gorge. with privets pools In hidden 
Fool/]hrade.lH: 01483 21 0018. Soteh-Weet. 01954281431 AITO 


TikeOff 




( >man 


PODS, Corfu, Lafkm, HquU, 
iiWi, r« 4 ii m ii» i Zaknttai 


0181 995 9323 
ten visr atol ms irro 









htxpam&TjL Co*Mzry cottage*. 

rSUawtApoalx yeofigr 
qMwte atdfamOj^m 
batch in mupaBl toeatiama. Ptas 
fleSN* IfouMv’MUw 

0181 995 9323 

teunxn iminuto 


MAINLAND GREECE Is rateyitteg- 
rttlcefit - lovely beeches, moun- 
tains, forests lo explore. A wide 
choice ol com fo rtable private ri- 
tes, cottages and hotels In our 
magnHoeM r»ew brochure. Voy- 
ages Herat 0800 788 BQ2G 
Atto/AtoL 

ITHACA - FriancBy farnSy run hotel 
ottering tradkmal home cooking 
In reaping eewetmtenne. Boautl- 
to! location in unspoU flshbig vfr 
tage competRIve prices. Book 
tflrecL Ring 01842 244304 for 
brochure + info or fox 0030674 
31 TIB 

PAXDS. In the top 10 atttie woritTs 
favourite hoddey fafonds. A per- 
tee 'genmy from RaT tor teda- 
pendsrt TrewOer*. Qytada 
Boa* Visas: 01S1 558ffi2S. 
EOT021272. 

CRECO-RLEIFILaXENIA Escape 
Packages! HoSdays oruted for 
youl F/drivo, torn, rises, hlta A 
vfltes. MehriandAmuaual Isles. 
ATOL ATTO 2517 Tet 01422 
371589 9 

PURE CRETE rec omm ended to 
Trie tixtopendant On Suitoay, 
Breathtaking views ft empty 
bwehe*. Pure Crete. For 
brochure caB 0181 750 0579 
ATOL AITO 

s Math os, psnoo. Skopatoa. 
Atantaoos. Hyfoooa. Paros, 
An&pans&SnoifnLSi^ierttva- 
188. apts ft hoteb, mogt with sea 
vfmn. Expert ft Mtndly sonice 
from Sfefotho* Travel Ud now In 
our 20th yr 0181 B40 5157 ATTO 
A7DL 1580 


S.W FRANCE. QuaOy vBbs ft COt- 
tegee, mam with pools. Cmsny- 
■IdB - nt beaches. Fi a n cop hBe 


PROVENCE ft COTE D’AZUR 
Selection ol queBty properties tor 
4-14 people. AR year svaUebBty. 
E900C4000pw 01 189 402620 

BRITTANY SOUTH. Was horn 
beach, three sera gardens, 
superb group of gltes. Tel 01824 
489220. 

Languedoc, S. Franco. Peacefully 
located BftB on edge of vfUage. 
Surrounded by flaMs of stetftow- 
ara ft vines. Views ol Pyrenees ft 
Montopw Notre. Nr OtrctHteons. 
Open efl year. OpttonsI hearty 
meet Teh 01903 773342 (English 
camera; 

LOT. owners offer quality fann- 
housas, seme wflh pods, steeps 
2-12, £125/21600 pfm 01544 
325455. 

SOUTH BR DANNY near Vsnnss. 
House In centre of vOega. £25 
per ttey al warAeeps 618. Ring 
tor book**.** 01902 757737. 

CYCLING FOR SOFTIES mrans 
equWtw menus, quality hotels 
end a unique view of rural Fiance 
from a btaycto. Agent ATOL 606. 
TBfc 0161 245 5134, 

FRANCE NORD. Pafrde-CsWs. 
Pteerdy, Paris, Mosets, Brittany, 
Loire. Hon day homes end short 
breela. 0121 353 0457 ABTA 


Greece 


A QUIETER OPTION to Paxoe, 
Lefltas. Zskynthoe, KeWotea. 
Porge. Stoupe end Crate. A auto- 
By satection of private urn**, 
beachskte apart ft small hottes. 

Rtr our 1998 brochure can 0171 
233 5233 Greek Options ATOL 
4246. 

LEFKAQA ever inspiring teuton 
totainL Wo are asmafl operator, 

oftottag only Bw Mghea quBOy; 
exefushre Bccoramodatoti. From 
Luxury Vffioswih pools to votor- 
ftont apartments. TVra Travsl 
ImkiBby Awards 1907. Brech tel; 
01580786000. ABTA AITO ATOL 

MAINLAND GREECE -ZAQ0R1A. 
44 stanfrbrit, batfiBotnl vOagsa 
MourSainx, ravfnes, watutfaRi - 
wld flowats everywhere. Stay to 
awnd wbtidng -Raowr hns, Hy- 
6rtw, wototogfogwilng, ptetoj. i 
raphft painting and AJ wander 
Tertadqua. Brochure tet; 01580 
766000. AaTA.AfTO.ATOL 


o advertise in thi 
section please call 
the Travel Team 
on 0171 293 2219- 




There are no 
the price of our 


AMSIHUJAM fnxn£79rtn EDINBURGH* hom£69nn 

BELFAST fron,£69rtn GLASGOW fmmE£9rtn 

BERGEN ftiwi E205rtn MCE fromC125rtn 

BRUSSOS fnxn£79rtn OSLO tan£165rtn 

COLOGNE inwi £105 rtn PALMA fnm£124rtn 

COPBUHAGDI firm £142 rtn PARIS fo»£69rtn 
DRESDBI from £21 9 rtn PRAGUE from H 95 m. 

DUSUN from £79 rtn ZURICH fmmE130rtn 


WXUN from £79 rtn I ZURICH from £130 m, 

Retuni prices from London Heathrow, Including taxes. 
Other fans we also available from East Midlands, 

Leeds Bradford, Teessxte. Edinburgh, Glasgow, Belfast and Dublin. 

Book by 28 th February 1998. 

Travel must be completed by 2nd April 1998. 

Contact your local travel agent or call for details on 

0345 55-554 

or book on the Internet Frttp^/wwwJftybritldtmidlamLcsjtB 
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A fanatic’s guide: how to 
fill 24 hours with snow 


Only dedicated 
enthusiasts might 
consider a day’s skiing 
trip to the Alps. But, 
writes Richard Haffedge, 
it’s not as difficult or 
as expensive as you 
may think. 

There's nothing worse than a 
ski bore. God. how they go on. 
Banging on about black runs 
and blue runs, ripping up the 
powder, cruising through the 
bumps. Then they get on to skis: 
the relative values of Salomon 
P Force 9 as compared with 
Volkl P 30 Race Carvers, and 
the sheer excitement of slipping 
into rear-entry boots. 

But they are a mere sub- 
class compare with Fanatics. 
The only time they talk is when 
thev are on a chair lift. In the 
evenings they are busy sharp- 
ening their skis and dulling 
ihe conversation. So this is for 
them: Lhe Ultimate Day Trip. 

It works like this: depart 
London Heathrow at 630am (or 
Manchester at 6.35am), arrive 
Zurich, lake the bus to Engel- 
bert!, get your gear, grab the lift 
puss, ski like a lunatic, get the 
bus, catch the plane and be back 
in time for bed. Cost £160. 

It’s a clever bit of marketing 



tooto®: 

, FRANCE, v h 

10 mites . y. • £ \ “ ft. Ai-7 .. - 


for us bores and fanatics and 
will no doubt sell comma des 
gateaux chauds , particularly as 
the snow conditions tins year 
are spectacular. 

Engelberg is a nice place - 
it has a revolving cable car, 
which must be disconcerting for 
those who tend to suffer from 
vertigo - but there are other 
places just as easy to get to for 
a quick ski. Take the Portes du 
Soleil. This vast area, with 13 
or 14 resorts and infinite kilo- 
metres of pistes, straddles 
France and Switzerland and is 
as little as an hour and 20 min- 
utes from Geneva. 

There’s a quartet of Swiss re- 
sorts which fit the bill: Cham- 
p$ry, Champoussin, Les 


Crosets, Morons and Torgon. 
The drive is mostly by motor- 
way - and fast. They all have 
their qualities. Champ^ry is 
pretty, Les Crosets and 
Champoussin more functional 
and Morgins slightly more 
cosmopolitan. Certainly the 
bar next to the chair-lift car 
serves a very potable house 
Feudant, the local wine, in el- 
egant, fluted carafes. Torgou is 
stuck out on a limb, but links, 

as they all do, with other resorts. 

The siding you see from yonr 
front door bears no relation to 
the huge variety that lies up the 
lift, over the mountain and 
down the next valleys. 

To get the most skiing on 
your one-day jaunt, head for 


Les Crosets. It links with the 
neighbouring communes of 
Cbamp£ry and Champoussin 
and. more important, with the 
area's biggest ski domain, Avo- 
riaz. 

So this is how it goes for 
bores and fanatics. Take the 
8am Swissair flight from 
Heathrow, arrive Geneva at 
1030am, pray for fast baggage 
reclaim - better still, keep 
everything in your hand lug- 
gage and leave the skis behind 
- pick up the hire car, which 
was booked in advance, and 
reach Les Crosets by 1230pm. 
Pickup the gear from the hire 
shop in Hotel de la T6l6cabine, 
and you'll be up the cable car 
and away by 1pm. If you don t 
make a stop for lunch you can 
ski solidty until about 430pm, 
including a bracing challenge 
down the very steep run known 
as the Chavanettes. Plenty of 
time to catch the 8pm home. 

Frankly, all this is a bit 
rushed. The feet is that a tittle 
lunch in a mountain restaurant 
is one of the pleasures of life. 
It seems a shame to whiz past 
La Cr6maiDerie in the Un- 
darets area without stopping for 
its plat du jour. All blanquette 
de veau, rosti, tarte aux myr- 
Ulles and the local red. 

There is a solution. Don’t 
just go for the day. Go for 24 



hoars. And don't just ski in the 
day. Ski in the night. 

Ten kilometres of piste 
above Les Crose ts and Cham- 
p£ry are under floodlight. It 
means that instead of having to 
stop skiing when the lifts stop, 
at about 4.30pm, you can keep 
going until 10pm. And whats 
more, the ski pass costs the 
same. 

It is a strange sensation 
swaying up the mountain on 
one of the four chair lifts in the 
dark, and odder still picking 
vour way down the shadowy 
slopes. In fact, it’s a lot easier 
than the dreaded white-out 
you get during foggy da y s > 


when you can't see farther than 
the end of your skis, you’ve no 
idea where you are and, un- 
nervingty,you often feel yon are 
moving when in fact you are sta- 
tionary, up to your knees in 
deep snow. 

There is also something ot 
a party atmosphere to night ski- 
ing. A sebuss and a few turns 
from the top find you in Coquoz 
restaurant. Inside, a central 
fire blazes away, slightly chilled 
skiers toast their toes and warm 
themselves with vin chaud , and 
families tuck in to crudites and 
mountains of raclette - melted 
cheese with boiled potatoes. 
The more dedicated contem- 


plate the impressive wine list, 
which boasts 35 local wines. 

The slide back to the moun- 
tain was a particularly carefree 
affair, and we tumbled into the 
Hdtel Teldcabrae in Les 
Crosets, where a late dinner 
awaited. 

OK, you have to get up at 
530am to catch the 730am 
flight home, but that's a small 
price to pay for a bore and a 
fanatic. 

Hotel de la T&tcabine - phone 
004124479 1421Jax004l 024 
479 J8 66,e mail: hoteltelecab- 
ine@portesdusoleiLcom -prices 
for double rooms from £45. 


Day trippers: skiers 
take the chair lift . 
for the slopes _ 

alK»ye jChampery and 
Les Crosets 

Photographs: Jonathan 

Anstee 
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Didn’t we 
have a lovely 
day ... 

What are the options for 
skiing day trips from 
Britain? Simon Colder 
offers some suggestions. 


Gatwick airport, last Monday 
morning. Cathy Packe, one of 
our skiing writers, was hoping 
to take off on a £149 day-trip to 
Chamonix. u TJp to six hours’ sid- 
ing in the French Alps", 
promised Airtours. But she was 
told in advance that the trip 
would not be running, and 
signed up instead for a longer 
holiday, from which she has yet 
to return. Yet the cancellation 


of the day-trip (and the conse- 
quent loss of this week's 
planned skiing story) was the 
spur for a survey of the options 
for one-day skiers. Do yoo have 
to be mad, or fantastically rich. 

or both, to go skiing for the day 1 ? 

The answer turns out to be - 
neither. 

Candidate for the best trav- 
el bargain of the year so far is 
a little-known offer from Man- 
chester or Heathrow for a day 


Ask us for 
more information 
on Scotland ^ 

and we go 78 

to pieces. 

Why not find out more about the anas that interest you most? 

Choose your FREE brochures by ticking the boxes below. 


in the Swiss Alps. While Air- 
toms earned lots of publicity for 
its first venture into one-day ski- 
ing, the Switzerland Travel Cen- 
tre (0171-734 4577) has quietly 
introduced a day trip that offers 
six hours’ skiing plus scheduled 
flights to Zurich, tranrfers to the 
resort of Engleberg (perfectly 
respectable, and mercifully 
dose to Zurich airport), ski hire 
and lift pass - for a total of just 
£175 from Manchester, £160 
from Heathrow. This deal, valid 
on Saturdays and Sundays, in- 
cludes travel on Swissair, just 


voted best short-haul airline by 
Executive Travel magazine. 

Given that the normal air 
fare for a day trip from Man- 
chester costs £532. 1 called the 
airline to check that the story 
was correct. “Yes, all true, 
says Richard Castle. Swissair’s 
marketing manager. “We in- 
troduced early flights from the 
UK [630am from Heathrow, 
five minutes later from Man- 
chester) for business travellers. 
At weekends, we're taking ad- 
vantage of the lower demand to 
create a new product for 


1 . Ayrshire and the Isle of Arran 

2. Dumfries & Galloway 
5. Scottish Borders 

4. Edinburgh. Coast & Countryside 
y G rearer Glasgow & Clyde Valley 
O. Angus St Dundee 

7. The Kingdom of Fife & St Andrews 

5. Perthshire 

a West Hich lands & Islands. 

• Lofh Lomond, Stirling & Trossachs 
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□ 10. Grampian Highlands and Aberdeen □ 

□ 11. The Highlands of Scotland ^ 
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13- Orkney Q 
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Why have an ordinary holiday when 
ran conld have an Icelandair Holiday/ 

For an Hbrmabor pack, returnl ihe ygFSSX 3 * 

the 24-hour brochtre line on 01 81 25o rdf a. 

For reservations call Icelandair on j 

0171 388 5599. ICELQpJpAIR 
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skiers’’. 

There are other options tor 
the cash-rich, time-poor skier. 
Richard Hoticdge, above, de- 
scribes the 24-hour experience; 
but if you want to get some ski- 
ing in without encroaching on 
the working day, it helps to aim 
north. 

Those based in south-east 
England can take advantage of 
the overnight sleeper from 
London Euston to Aviemore 
on Scotrail (0345 550033). De- 
parting at 9.30am gets you 
there at 730am. You can spend 
the day on the slopes, and the 
evening sampling the (admit- 
tedly limited) apres-ski before 
climbing aboard the same train 
at 9.25pm. arriving back in 
Euston at 7.47am next morn- 
ing, in time for a day at the of- 
fice. The fare is a reasonable 
£ 9 g - with one catch. You 
have to book this deal a week 
in advance, which, given the un- 
certainties of Scottish snow, 
may not be ideal. 

In the other direction the 
chances look belter. The near- 
est serious Continental snow- 
fields (leaving aside Belgium, 
favoured by our writer Stephen 
Wood but sadly few others) are 
in the Vosges, featured in these 
pages a fortnight ago. Ai though 
it’s not the Alps, it's better 
than the Grampians. 

You could, in theory, drive 
through the night from a 
French Channel port to the re- 
gion in around six hours, mak- 
ing it possible to step from car 
to slope for the day before re- 
turning the same evening. With 
cross-Channel fares by ferry or 
tunnel su low. this is probably 
the cheapest option of all - and 
definitely the most reckless. 

Meanwhile, when Cathy 
Packe returns, she will be 
pleased to learn that Airtours 
(01706 232324) is going ahead 
with a day trip to Chamonix for 
i £149. From Manchester, in 
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IBS 


Luxurious Lodges 

Spectacular 
World of Water 

Over 1 00 Activities 

• A delightful Forest 
setting on the edge 
of the Lake District 



Call now. You simply have 
to find out more! 
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teenagers. With 
a™ M acivlnes ro 
choose from at 23 0 
throughout the 
fci-' :<L - .HAgi . ^ France. PCI. 
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h °M*y of a lifetime. 

&Z-/° RFREE colour 
Brochure FREECALL 

___0500 749147 



"H>ere are few places chat . 

Scotland so perfectly FrienrS^ **“ KSence °* 

8B5=ksSS5*. 

Vtw free holiday and break su,*. . „ " v%s 

"■metoSMQbhHanbBi, ’ 

IK2. Freepo*,. tyjnoon PA23 7VJZ Lai iffinond iR 

« oil 01 369 701000 ^Ucrmgaih^*; 


! THE WIDEST RANGE 
4 OF VILLAS 

Many individual and 
"gvwtt pools. To 
sleep 2 to 20. 

Tuscany, Umbria, 
noman and Venetian 
countyside and Sicily. 
Travel options include 
self drive, fly drive 
and train. 

Call Brochureline NOW 
0113205 0205 _ 

Quoting Ref. IN0301 © 

A TOi. ABTA 


Over the past 12 
months readers of the 
Independent titles 
spent nearly £1.3 
billion on travel 
arrangements. 


Sims ail Beach 
Club Holidays 

11 locations in Greece 
and Itakey. Free dinghy 
sailing, yachting, 
windsurfing and tennis. 

Great food and © 
accommodation, brilliant 


plus lota more. 
Gall 01705 222: 


Discover the real 
Greece and llirkey 

From £252 pp 1 wk 
Discover the real Greece 
and Turkey with 
Sapphire. Choose from 
small, owner-run hotels 
and apartments in 
unspoilt locations. 

Freephone © 
0800 652 6520 

nap «*i^iaiVMnMUMUOJ« 


EXsenliaJ India 
offers workshop and 
special interest 
holidays to India for 
small groups of like- 
minded people. You 
can combine any of 
our holidays, extend 
your visit or even 
travel independently 
if you wish. 

We look forward to 
sharing the 
essentials of India 
© with you. 

01225 868 544 
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charming vHages on Crete, 
Haflo, Rhodes, Lmvosj 
( jfteda, Corfu ana Zal gntho a. 

Or enioy oosmopofltin Panjo 

or iwaly Undos. On Cyprus 
you can rata m our visas in 
the mountains or op tne was* 
ortreatyoureetf wthastay m ■ 
a luxury hotel. 

Totepnona now to a biwliurK 

£1817851234 
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transun 

Britain* No- I Croat* 
s offer incredible 
outstanding value 

and convenient flights from 
17 wal airports to the 

SfiT irivieras of 
“J j^p^lmatia and Istria. Pnc» 

r* start from jusi fi^ 

. Call Transun; 01865 7988S8 





ABTA/ATOL 


Choose from the largest 
selection of inclusive 
holidays, by air and sea, 
from the U-K. Includes, 
the Norwegian Coastal 
Voyage. Escorted and 

Independent holidays. 

Motoring tours and 
much more. 0 

For a copy of 1998 brochure 
Tel: Taber Holidays on 
01274 - 393480 (24 hre) 
Fax:01274-306142 



laskarina 

holidays 

Laskarina Holidays 
Specialise in quality self- 
catering holidays to the 
loser known unspoilt 
Greek Islands where the 
pace of life is little ^ 

changed and the 

friendliness of the Greek 

people is still evident. 
Lasiarin* HoBdsys 
24hr brodwrdiiJe4K) 

01629 824881 SSL 


worldwide 

WikJIfe Sa farts. Cultural Touring, 
Sailing Adventures. Jungle 
Explorations. Trekking Expeditions. 
Wilderness Experiences in 90 
countries worldwide. 8 days to 6 
weeks. Prices from £345. in 
Europe. Middle East. Africa, Asia, 
Americas. Australasia. 

For brochure contact 

Explore Worldwide (IN) 
AUenhot GU11 1LQ (Lz) 
01252 344161 ftrtty Bonded AlfOsATOL 2593 



© 

Source TG1 1977 


HEREFORDSHIRE AND 
THE WYE VALLEY 

* The real rural England 

* Historic City of 
. Hereford 

* Market Towns - 
Ledbury. Ross-on-Wye. 
LeominslcrKingtoa 
and Bromyard 

* Wal kin g. Cycling, Cider 
Trails, Garden Short 

. Breaks.. .great value 
accommodation. 

CALL 01271 336068 
For Free Comp reh ensive 

Brochure 0 



—I CYCLING AND 
~ WALKING 
HOLIDAYS 

Leisurely tours through 
beautiful Bavaria and 
The Black Forest. Hand 
picked hotels. Bicycles 
provided. Luggage 
Transported @ 

FREE BROCHURE FROM BENTS BICYCLE 
AND WALKING TOURS it 

M O TEL: 61568 786800 S 



The very best luxury resorts 
and hideuway holds in the islands 
of the Caribbean. Bermuda the 
Bahamas and Florida are included 
in our latest 1 54 page brochure 
together with villas, yachts, 
cruises and Concorde. 

01244 897 999 ^ 



KUMUKA EXPEDITIONS 
AFR,CA 
« « • ■Ovoimd Expcdstiaas, Sbon 


I’arapnK Safaris ami VPcnuirc 
Activities 

•Tnps from ten amis lo four dbi\ 
• Nos ' Kent's AJwmnrer' and 
' Zimin hwrlkit,?. mu m U\fc“ 


„ «Tfy Banpy or Boopc heunJhre 


Jnd Railing on the Miabtv 
iws!^ • F,v 3 •’•rebate 638 

01233 211666 

•Africa film nieiil ai 40 tills /Jgi 
Coun Raid even Wednesday^ 


Ml m‘ 


TUSCANY UMBRIA 

& COASTAL REGIONS IN ITALY 

We have some of the finest private villas 
and farmhouses all with swimming 
pools in Toscany and Umbria. From the 
coast to the countryside and from 
apartments in Venice, Florence and 
Rome we will cater for your individual 
requirements. 

Superior price* and A © 

knowledge at we only deal 
with the owners direct. 

TUSCANY NOW H 

Tel: 0171 272 5469 Rax: 0171 272 6184 

Email: inlmir i nseanvnmr.cain 



Okavango 1 

J JOURS SAFARIS, 


Simply the best for tailored 
holidays to: 

Botswana 

Zambia and Malawi 
Mozambique 
Namibia and Zimbabwe 
Sooth Africa 

Tanzania and Madagascar 

Tel: 0181 343 3283 Fax: 0181 343 328? 

|-» See onr webske K4KtfwwwjAavangacnm ^ 

ikSj Gadd House. Arcadia Avenue wssw 
W • . . London N3 2TJ @ 


TRANS INDUS LIMITED 

For quality holidays to India including 


■k Group tours 

★ Independent tours 

★ Tailor-made holidays 

★ Guest lecturer touts led by 
Lady de-Grey MA (Oxonl 

Can 0181 566 2729 
or Fax 840 5327 © 

Trans Indus. Northumberland House, £ M 
. 1J The Pavement, Popes Lane. S&l 
fores : EaGng, London W5 4NG 


I ACTIV = & 1 Se,ect vouf destination ^Gr.C'k C,u? 

■unvEMTHMiic i and cal! for a brochure . 

/OURSEYS 


Asia 
Africa M 
Middle East & 
Europe M 
The Americas @ 
Australia ^ 
0 New Zealand % 

Rosanrattons: 0181 742 8612 




S 0541 551163 (24hrs) 


29 years of arranging 
individual villa 
holidays for those who 
expecL privacy, 
comfort, personal 
service and beautiful 
surroundings. 

Our brochure features 
the more unhurried 
and uncrowded retreats 
the Ionian and 
Sporades islands. © 

Tei: 01932 220477 

f please quote ref tOSGI I 
ABTA VM) ATOL MS AITO 



3 days travelling around 
Holland by Rail for Just £3 3.50 


HOLLAND RAIL 

nr. to- N-.‘;rc'iMds P.ijitoy; * cu.-wiar- Stwa Uni 

calf 0f962 773646 


EXODUS 


Independent on 
Sunday readers 
took over 1.7 
million holidays 
abroad last year. 


Madeira 

Z-\ *r 'SESs -and Porto Smlo. Islands of 

- *=£• ; /.• r/3a.r ««Ml spring 

. '/‘JVfi'/f/A We goamntee not to be brewn on 
Sfaa - • t -1~* *• S-s** ■Sf- price 

- -y.' ; . T Tv'5£^ a 3g. : !fth ifc^& Scheduled fllgia reflabOfty Bwn 

.r . — ~~~ • ■'■BK* Heathrow and Gatwick with low 

• coal regional connections. 

. 4MHMvfl||ra> Benefit from tree extra nkptx 
~ cet-bntrion pacVnge-.. sevtnfp tor 
• . ' Pj.dS rR..' single guMts, excellent dnM 

• -"iM®" "e .• ;!• discounts and our iatndous 

I'Hr- iMf "■ htematlonal Dlacoint Card. 

’-j'r- 'l ■ : Holidaya are taflor-made from 

_ •••;-•; , 3-56 nights. Accommodation 

‘ ~ ; s j ranges from 5- star deiuw htttl ro 

L.Z ". r. v«- < ' quahn ‘OiintB - to the comuryalde. 

V‘" Featuring Funchal Cardco. 

Machico. Santo da Sena. Sorannn 

Brochure Hotflae: 0990 171819 and the neighbowing Isle of Ptato 
Resenratioas: 01 703 828303 Sonro. (?5 


terra firma 



the himalaya 

treks, peaks, rafting 
AxecldepaitutBS or taUor-tnada 

98: Mustang trek or ride, 
KaOash-Lhesa, Meta and 
Island peaks, Ladakh, ■*■ 
daselcs to Everest. Gokyo 
and Annapurna, 
aek /i attfeat ai i ‘comblatf, 
Evarast fiDtn Tbet, cultural 
viBage treks, * many more 

brochure line anytime: 

0171 639 0484 




E>-ODl^ 





Exodus are the UK’s leaders 
In small group adventure 
travel with nearly 25 years 
experience and the widest 
choice of trips. We offer short 
1-4 week escorted cultural ; 
tripe, safaris, easy walks and ! 
biking tours to oil the beaten 
track destinations in over 70 
countries worldwide, /a ■ 
.t^AJ^xraLSBtiytetctel 

m:2et»tsxKm6r&J^U 
S D1816730Sra 


City breaks by the 
sea. Romance, 
heritage, arts and 
culture, shopping, 

400 restaurants and 
great nighdife. 

Free accommodation 
and information 
brochure: 

0345 573512 

(local rate) 
Dept 533 ® 


ABTAV8177 81928 


Source: TGI 1937 


ttflbnixrdmn 

IONIAN IS LAND and 
Mainland Greoox 
Offering highest quality, 
exclusive accommodation and 
special Lntorest holidaya. 
From luxury villas with pool to 
waterfront apartments - 
fly/drives, p ain ti n g. 

AteSdSfflSque, 

walking. Bailin g- 


mmmm 


Brochurs request teL 

01580 765000 
AZTO @ ATOL 3719 


THE INDEPENDENT 

Brochures ’98 

BROCHURE REPLY SERVICE 

To receive up to 8 of the brochure featured, please indicate the 
.orecerveuPber ^ ^ brochure jn ^ boxes below. 


mai/e— : 


ADDRESS- 


POSTCODE 

Please return to; _ A _ 

The Independent, Trave. 5 

^nsTa^ 18* I*® 

□ □ □ nDDDD 


The Veiy Best Of Uncommercial Turkey 

Tapestry HoBdays take 
great pride in providing a 
specialist, knowledgeable 
and personalised service. 

We offer a wide variety of 
coastal and special 
interest holidays to the 
‘Real Turkey’! Please feel 
welcome to caH for a 
copy of the current 
brochure and any 
relevant special offers. 0 

Tel: 0181 742 0055 


ABTA V482B, AJTO ATOL 3434 



elra's POusadaa and Hotels 
NEW: FASCINATING RURAL 
CAVE HOTELS 
Fora free brochure call: 
01718286021 or ' 

0161848 8680 © 

MUNDI COLOR 

ABTA V22S5 ATOL 7WATTO 




S^lfKorro 









Oyer the last 12 
zimiitbs, 439,§09 




aft 


FUTUROSCOPE 
POITIERS- FRANCE 

Award-winning, unique 
European Theme Park of the 
Moving Image. IA1 0/Exit 28j. 
Easy access from Tours, Loire 
Valley, Atlantic Coast, 
Vendee, Bordeaux, the 
Dordogne and fciris (TGV 
1 .5hrs) Special offer voucher 

Call 0990 673049 

Spectacular fun for the 
whole family. © 


- ^Bermuda 

V- IdylDc pink beaches and a crystal 

■ '• dear sea 

v»s- ’ ■ // / We guarantee not to be beaten on 

“. 'v'-' - ' ■■■■ price. 

i s *- . Scheduled flight reliability from 
- ■ ' • Gatwick with low cost regional 
^ •' ■ connections. 

T."® 1 Ip “- Benefit from free extra nights, 

T '' ' celebration packages, savings for 

single guests, excellent child 
r . discounts and our fabulous 

'- >m . * WematJonol Discount Card. 

V KoUdays ere tailor-mada from 3-96 
" night*. Accommodation is in 

, T — - tu * ur y Bermuda's only all 

ladushre resort, smaller hotels or 
■ 1 . J. unique cottage colonies. 

BrodBne Hotloe: 0990 171819 >;««w*tg 9°». temtls. watersport, 
RemrvaUoas 01703 BZtuQB tunUes around the Wand. 




BRITAIN’S 
•lUMBER ONE 
TRAVEL 
NEWSPAPER 


We aim to provide readers 

of The independent with the best 
travel pages of any newspaper. 

So hw do you define best ? 

Most entertaining, distinctive, informative, 
accurate and innovative. 


Staxi Golds- & Harriet Cr E 
H* WqwndwfTfwd 



m tet M air 


AMERICA. 
& CANADA 



James vma HoWays bas a 
wide choice of villas with 
private pools throughout the 
Algarve, Mallorca, Menorca. 
Coeta Blanca, Lanzarate 
and Tenerife. Discerning 
cherts w® appreciate our 
specialist knowledge and 
taJlormade holidays. 
Now everyone can take a 
Vdla holiday with prices 
starting from SM 99,00 

For our 1998 brochure 

call 07000 845527 and 
let James take care of 
your holiday. _ . 


GETAWAY 

VACATIONS 

Th« leadint specialist lo 
USA. Canada and the _ 
Caribbean.. 0 

❖ Up io 50 % off Child fans 
even in July and August* 
Kids Slay Free* 

e Rights to over 250 
destinations from 22 
Lit airports 

« Owr ] .UOU bolds available 
4- Fh Drives, Coach Tours. 

C runes. Motoihomes. 
Single and Mniti Centre 
Holidays 

Tel: 0181 313 0550 

ABTA V 16 M ATOL &!•» 
"Safjni Lf kimiALi 















THE INDEPENDENT 
SATURDAY 
7 FEBRUARY l«8 


TEU 0171 293 2222 




8/TRAVEL 

OVERSEAS 


FAX: 0171 2 ffl 250S 


TakeOff 



ThkeOff 


mMBLd 

pro-paid taxas 

SYDNEY 

PERTH 

CAIRNS 

AUCKLAND 

BANGKOK 

HONGKONG 

SINGAPORE 

BAU 

BEIJING 

TOKYO 

•Pw pasoi based on 


ooe way Ram 

£297 £532* 
£356 £643 
£379 £638 
£376 £619 
£224 £372 
£269 £334 
£256 £379 
£287 £438 
£213 £287 
£350 £469 

2 DGOIllBnveaD 0 


NEW YORK 
BOSTON 
CHICAGO 
FLORIDA 
■ LOS ANGELES 
SAN FRANCISCO 
DENVER 
TORONTO 
VANCOUVER 
LAS VEGAS 


onevoy ream 

EIM*” £184 
£188 £188 
£193 £215 
£135 £235 
£255 £271 
£255 £271 
£271 £Z71 
£199 £231 
£297 £313 
£Z72 £272 


MEXICO CITY 

INDIA 

JO 'BURG 

CAPETOWN 

HARARE 

NAIROBI 

DUBAI 

CARIBBEAN 

GENEVA 


tan 

£281 £331 
£209 £350 
£219 £389 
£256 £381 
£279 £564 
£185 £297 
£174 £248 
£204 £311 
£99 £137 


Ti wa:-. ib.'S® i v 
Lv IM. KIU'W 


ER S >-)- 


acncvn 

AROUND THE WORLD £824 


TRAIL 

rue TP 1 VFI FXPERTS 


QANTAS BRITISH AIRWAYS TO AUSTRALIA 
FROM £643 RETURN 

A CHOICE OF STOPOVERS AVAILABLE 
PLUS AUS50 WORTH OF TRAVEL VOUCHERS 
TO SPEND IN AUSTRALIA 


For tire red towttown on worid *J* 
travel, TYailfindere Is yoor oae stop 
towel shop. 

TraUftoder* offers more uw s® 51 
flights to more 

anyone. Exports In airfwes since 
1978, we can 


plus rtscounteTqS per roojTT_peiMiighH^ 


AUSTRALIA £36 • USA £29 • AFRICA £38- PACIFIC £46 • ASIA £27 
USA CAR HIRE FHOM £20 PER DAY’ CALL NOW FOR QIBTNUWMADEW^^ 



own package *™ 
on hotels and car Wre woiWy.«® 


FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF THE 
TRAILFINDER MAGAZINE 
CALL 0171-933 33bo AflY 1 li-at 


gmL14S8 IMA 


^*42 50 Earls Wwn noad • 
Long Haul Travel: 

194 Kensington High Street ■ 
Long Haul Travel- 
First & Business Class: 
215 Kensington High Sheet ’ 

Transatoitic & European: 

22-24 The Priory ftwwsvajr 

| Wyldwwte Travel. 

48 Com Sheet 
| worldwide Travel: 

254-284 SauchiehalL Street 

Worldwide Travel: 

58 Deansgate 
Worldwide Travel: 
First & Business Class: 


LONDON W 8 6 FT 
0171-9383366 
LONDON WE I 7 RG 

SSS3S 

LONDON W86BD 
0171-937 5400 
BIRMINGHAM B 4 6 BS 
0121-2381234 
BRISTOL BS 1 1 HQ 

0117-929 9000 
GLASGOW G 2 3 EH 
0141-353 2224 
, MANCHESTER M 3 2 FF 

0161-839 8969 
mfil-839 3434 


l 


Valentine's Special - 2 for 1 Business Class Offer. 
AIR FRANCE to Paris/Rome/Venice c-.z £335 for 7 


Other aiRmas return prices induing pnt-paid airport taxes from: 

Perth £635 Beijing £283 Miami £225 

SytJney £ 526 ' Bombay £349 Los Angeles £225 

Auc Hand £619 Johanresburg £383 \m Vegas £260 

HoagKang E 335 DO»i £ 29 * Ton.*. £ 19 * 

Bangkok £M*Ne«Yo* * 1 *lV=n=o» n ^ nf) "1 AC 

Singapore £379 Zoslon £196 M “ <ico 6326 0870 /O UU I4V- 

-pnrpcraon bored «« * P»°F*» »— ■- * o b^W WE GO FURTHER TO FIND THE RIGHT FLIGHT 

SITIIEEUSKlM ME NO ADOmONAL OHABGI2S ON CRHXT 

CftewBOOMNC& To return qudfriarvta 


J _ t- airline?. m 


/@\ 


Una open 9otn-9pm Man-Fri, 

1 Own -4pm Sot-Sun 
ABTA FI 304, MOL 0265 

; 00 140 


VIO [\ I MV 




W0ELDW1DE FUGHTS 

SYDNEY £634 

BRISBANE I 860 TOMSkllreBMi 1 

PERTH £60? \ 

AUCKLAND £61? 'BQgni ' 

MU 1 agSTONEY I 

: £749 : 

l Oep»rts01Mar-15A|*'9«i 

■ indudes 2 Free , 

I flights In Aw6dta_ | 

I AUOQi fusn HU® maaumwmuumaim 

0181 547 3322 

MIA A9J56 ATOl 3255 IATA 


USA A CANADA 


SINGAPO RE 
DUBAI M 
■NAIROBI 





brochure hotline 

0181 5464545 I 0181 546 6000 



SYDNEY - MELBOURNE^ 


v^auda-afr ^ 


r WORLDWIDE FUGHTS AT ** 

® COMPETTITVE PRICES g 

0 0845 6077737 * 

K or Sff go ur toco/ enmef apenf 

^J__hochim^h___ 

: .Y..:iWhfin you 

1 Geroany 

tHTO 1BCE7MTOL 73326 I 


LOW COST 
FLIGHTS 
WORLDWIDE 


RETURN FARES FROM LONDON AIRPORTS 



W*W\ 


W®\ OpwiMay aaovDpm 

Thousands <* MrgNrol | 

■ Lot o*i nofcta* ir cm bb t cs 

.HHMEW Hotair Cia9Ac«« 

• Sun WWW ■MHoBtrEieoe*™. 
M Mod. Csnaiy. Cyprus. Grew, 
afc Spain. Balearic, Aiginve, «a 
Aa ^HSmi— imWlMM* 
DtaaMOK F«nfCI*«3W» ** 


W£4 

IflWOOSTASWVBHWOBUJWS* 

gMBBBBUMN 
hOBha.M tr*ak — in 
Puis m 

tatoi CM hwM-CUl 

U C465 hU — On 

,mo fcoriuB-i© 
gpnMIHSHOlt 
Ci tan— iTH tow— NN 

2S«-« 

taSmk.fllf 4« W 

U6>|— Of W«-® 
Hsmae aggsaft 

IBcadbE 09 Hajona — CR 

Ma 01 fcb 09 

iWn Qff WsoikpCIH 
btah — 039 Wet — 


Top scheduled airlines, 
i Best stopover choice - « * 

Far East, USA & more. c-3 

■2 a 

• Itineraries tailored to your 

exact wishes. S 1 ^ j 

• Car&campervanhire, ^ cl 

aic rail & coach passes. sS. 

OJ Q 

• Accommodation from f * 

budget to luxury. 






Onr spedaBty is nailfrstate tt^ps hten*ig 
cities, toiffs, beaches and activities. 


Lmiw > New vwk > ID* Anoete > ^ 

Laajon > New Orteam > VteUnoW > u “ kw -°** 
Loodon > Toronto > ltawVWk> lendon 





SSSSOSsPRSSOAgi 

Car hire from ^SP^Y 

(Endodct tosutamis and T*0 

OmWoM apply: esk far detaEs. 


FARES FROM 

I £285 



BEST FLIGHT DEALS 


With over 22 lea 
in Economy, B 

ding scheduled airlines 
uslness or first Class 

ECONOMY FROM 

£399 


£377 


£451 

Kuala Lump 

ur *390 

£357 


£331 




BEST HOLIDAYS 


HONG KOIUC| 

£299 

THAILAND 

£463 


WASHINGTON 

NEW YORK 

CAM PBAMfHSm 

From 

£169 

£186 

£219 

LOS ANGELES 

£219 

TORONTO 

£194 

DUBAI 

£290 

JOHANNESBURG 

£332 

SYDNEY 

£599 

SALZBURG 

£99 

JERSEY 

£68 

AMSTERDAM 

£68 

PARIS 

£68 

| ALL FARES INCLUDE 

TAXES 



HRyc^yiMH 



• The beauty of Hie Far East 
is the affordability of 
superior and deluxe hotels 

• AtTravelbagweare 
renowned for securing the 
best deals with hotel chains 
such as Hyatt. Hilton 
Marriott, Shangri-La, 

Other options indude: Adventures, ™er? pS ' 
miwfand journeys, exotic beach tocatioii5._ 


W1ULT1-DESTINATIONS 


|i.in‘inni iY^n 

For * ywr UW eDSTJOWM) 
tOUHBiqpi 
plm9C* Hti9 rn Airport 
•AtipOA to**** towmta 

CAU NOW FOR KWU OF 
HUNDHBM MORE BAIKiMB 

0990143301 

S>- *«•»« mn»*m 

mOCKBtn CAKB 


I 1 I l> - — ■— p» I 

JSwWSn— ^ «■!■»» I 

x -' ' t ' x V. 

| ANNUAL ; 
i TRAVEL INSURANCES 
| FROM £46. I 

mum ******** ; 

| On )nt £«, eartart tte | 

t m jo* cm lr*R- hr Un bwt {; 

1 * 

2 Uahreta nndIWWiiBWK 

! Otter Witta «na*H« " W ^ 

* S 

\ hr^^Wt.^l^w^*■Bn«te■ ji 

g ? 

£ BSiwwn*- ^ 


OFFIOAU LY ftPIH>IN^TBgytg* > " ,,, ^" " 

12 Hioti Street Alton, Hants, G“34 1BN 

S£S?e#a F ' VX; , ™y apply. for 

"gg* 




m ST»* » SS BB iMifc* raj 
Man «£"• m - S& 2 

S 5 m?.AjS! 2 :J *** ” 


FREE COMEDY CASSETTE WITH EVE^OOKINB 

? r iTUS :NC S09IE IIZ^F.D.JO SSWO.^SKUM 

, OOHATING £1 70 THE T-PPEKCE mCG.HL TPU , . - ■ UA - T .k El^_ 


MOPE 0171 361 6161. W081DWIDE 0171 361 6261 0161 SH0668 

ACCOMMODATION - CAN H^SK£n» OmCAWTOW^ITI »< «» 

117 Eostan Road NW. j60U 8ranF lc, *‘4 8 Cbo^JB & tod®- £9*71 
F« » I rtf tw ol THE BUIPE all COl I 

STA TRAVEL^ 


ftTc in Iiaipiqht ' Cmafflan Contrast’ tow: 

Toronto-Vancomrer — i,,^, 

Prites arc per penon. based on 3 people Jhare. e*ruw>kng 
flights & Departure taxes. A 


prices are pe. 

flights & Departure taxes. A 

™"*s=r\lt 

Villas from 

(6 people shwteg wtth pool aaa4 

All grades of HoteWmotris avaOahfe 
Choose bow you travel and 

stay -ThUontBloe your vmy own hoUday. 

caH MOW for more faifbrmrtlon. 


TRA/BBft££ 

OFFicum AP* , oiimDPL‘™«»™acBiT 
am , dm t2HgliRK*L*taAlWs,6UJ4 1 BN 

Of. . Mn-I 

■*■»** 52 Heont Sheet UmteGWUlCDK . sanw»»f» 

Ojrfaalpdwdi 


=|ETLINE 

SM1S !rS69 USA 
POtTT'JGAL 7D CARIBDTT.''. 

CiSAHiSS S3 r- AFRICA 133 

isp-f- 


nfiirfiim 


3IL0WC0ST flights! 


USA. CANADA AUSTRALIA . 
HEW ZEALAND SOUTH MffiKA 
CARIBBEAN FAB EAST 
WDDLEEAST AFHCA 

thriftway 

m TRAVEL 

”,0171 -4901490 


Valentine Breaks 


7 T-/-.' 7 '- 




i&esdemona thought romance 
ji' ■ was dead untit she teas 
Kyreated to a Brief Encounters 
|H . City Break- 


»«M.r WDM 


rlrglncMtaiulc^y KU. 

■°s»a % 

tra/bbag: 


[ £i 01420-80828 or 0171-287 5 558 

H 


«MVDM 12 Wgh Street fltoo.Haun GUM l» IN 

fcaU tt— ID 'if m Of d 9 &DB 

52 Begent Street lonilwt WIB tDX SgS 

w? iSfSSS LTJS m “ 


JIHWirvilL uniinn 

FROM £425 PER PERSON 

WITH SINGAPORE AIRLINES 


^amnedatiooMdarity tpur.‘ 


CHECK LUNN POLY PRICES 
BEFORE YOU BOOK 


Lunn Poly 

1 better way /<’ .c ictaway 


ECS® mo oi4ao-aaro •» 


★ USA and 
CANADA* 



An of the Short Break 

sg. 0181995 9323 

Aim VI 13 7 ATOL I9S2 -UTH 

Cruises 


big bands swing 

in the CARIBBEAN 



Germany 

BLACK FOREST; Bavwfe 

AO SMUzariand & wsMa IMA 

1 El 8 pp) Apartments trom 
PHL Auto Ptai 0150 OBTin 
OERUAHY ■ DWly low co«B0M* 
and haul MscoownoeUrtan- All 
malar credit cards. Please call 
German Travel C entra 0101 <28 
2900. ABTA ATOL 2977 LATA. 


Walking & Cycling 
Holidays in 
Tuscany, Umbria 
& Le Marche 

Discover these timeless 
regions and explore the 
delightful coqntryad fc, tfae 
architectural and cnltnral 
treasures. Fine wines. 
trwHtiooal spedaOtks and 

friendly, coorforta We 

holds. 

King n«w tor yoor 1998 
colour brochure 



Fax: 01“1 (05 0905 

( hanccn Cruising. 2-3. Cursitor Street. 
London EC-iA 1NE 


.id!: liolimrn cli.il.p:pc-:vA'-:n Q[ 


Opel Mciil-I-ri (lOt-U-lM- 


Corsica 



OWNERS DIREC T Prttate « wnwa 

advertlw ttah v«aaW 

Spam. Sava money, bo ric wet 
Cal. Brochure 01372 722062 
VINTAGE SPAIN: Maltac an » 

Monorcan tantMuaes Mtti pools 

Ui unspom atw m. / war 
01954 201 431 . AITO ATOL 2787 



Canaria 


El 35 p*r- 01 788822783 after 7 pm 


VOYAGES I LENA- »esCo^»te 

modertid . and we do hawflw 

widest choice o t |*|wl«rite 
coHaoeB and oenulne hotels ui 
imtaY acemwy. See 
cent new brochure: 0800 783 
9025 ABO/ Aid 

BUNGALOW » APT poet Sesvjwj 



SIMPLY 

’usoanv 

■j) / { * 

//iiilina 


c^aro^aC whhpoet. charmB g 

drirr ft f ff j ** j g ' 

•Onnul Toning- aadPambte 
haBdapphnskrt break* * 

Fiona. Vmkemdtome. 

0181 995 9323 

urr4Via.tr mH. i<m am* 


Cottages 
^H»to Castles 

(Choice Golfed ion- 

TUSCANY- UMBRIA 
VENETO-COMO 
NEAPOLITAN RIVIERA. | 
ViBasileepingfiwn 
2-22 people 
For 1996 Brochure Can < 


I V~ J ■ 

The Qillure VuHut^ Guide 




Classic Taormina and 
Giardini Naxos with 
Etna as a backdrop. 
Messina's medieval 
charm and duomo. 
Remains and ruins 
from the broo 2 B age. 
Volcanic islands of 
Slromboli and Salma 
(capers a speciality! ). 

The Vulture 

Brilliant beaches, 
civilised hotels, and 
cafe society. Great 
restaurants, terrific 
pasta, superb seafood, 
worrieriii ice cream, 
supremely slurpable 
reds and whites, and 
wicked almond tiquers. 

The Guide 

7 niohls from £309. 
children from £49, 

£ direct from Gatwick. a 
£ All Inclusive holidays | 
1 from only £565. S 

CALL 0870 606 1975 

nRDQUOH B£f:in 05 
OCtfnOUBIWAtLftMin 

SUnwORID 


ForubraetHi* 
.. 01H 577 7“ 


\JL*LL+c \ 

Mite, GwarpHr & Cmt' . 

-farea^«tatet : 


II muc sirs®, un— a, i« 

toamwonparh Mttwk 



C0990 329 326 

^ w I, - 1 1- w4n ■i.,,„ i B?*ai 


tnGIl ii« ■¥«! 





The CoratauuO SpeetoBst 
Corsiran JPIaoes 

Lovely villas with pools, 
acaside cottages, mediaeval 
village houses. Carefully 
selected hotels. Vary 

friendly petwoal service. 

01424 460046 

wwuj.corsica.co.uk 

2E: 07000 Corsica fa 


0171-385 8438 

S3 



Over the last 12 months 
readers of the Independent 
titles spent nearly £1.3 billion 
on travel arrangements. 


oin 495 8877. Fully bonded. 
ABTA VBB62, ATOL 3284. 


Source: TO f 997 


LA BELLA TOSCANA Vary spaciaj 
tanihouMs. vtBas & Apu In & 

around enchanting modtewlSan ■ 
Qbnlgnano balwaon Ploranco 5 
Signa. 1990 bracfL 0181-422- 
021B ■' 

CASA MIA 98. Save Uoneyl Book 
Diractl Prtwaa ownere advorUsu 
hoDday homes, kid Spam B Por- 
tugtf. Col. Brochure 01484 
656115 

SUNVIL DISCOVERY FVndbt# fly. 
drives lo Tuscany & Umbria. 
Ctnractar BB accom. Plus Stefly. 
Lakes and Cittes. 0181 B47474S 
AfTOATOLBOB. 

TUSCANY/SI Cl LX Select proper- 
ties m excellent tocaUano, poate 
etc. Col Brochure D 1 539 431 120 . 
ABTAV7333. 

LAKES UOUNtAlNS & BEACHES. 
WWe range of hotels & ask cater- ' 
Ing throughout Italy InctaxSng 
Elba B SteBy at very reoaonable 
prices. Auto Ran 01543 257777 

VENICE: VENETIAN APART-' 
H ENTS has a range ol private 
apts to teL Also Florence. Rome. 
Verona.Veneta Tel: 0101 
B7B1 130. Fax: 01B1 8760962. 

APULIA / CALABRIA SIOBy AmaMI. 
Sardinia Ihe wondariul South. 
Unique TruOl houses, casUes. 
Agritourtem, farms vUlaaJ pools 
noUHs 01 BB4 7221 B3 AITO ATOL 

INVTTATtON TO TUSCANY Honari- 
Uc cottages and Uaurious vBas to 
lei In some of the haveOeat areas 
ol Tuscany. Tut lar brochure 01 21 
429 5016 or 0171 803 7111 

SARDtNUUSlCUX Excel, choice ol 
howto apto. Fly drivs. car lours, 
direct mghtfl. Contact your agent 
or the Mod-opedelist Tourisms 
veroey 0171 495 5077. Fully 
bonded ABTA V5862. ATOL 3284 

VENICE . Newly restored apis, 
■leaps 2A. Conveniently Ntuewd. 
From £280 wk. EngBsh speaking 
owner In Vbnfco. UK Tel/Fax 
01243 52B121 

A TASTE OF TUSCANY. VDBS. CaF 
tsgee and apartments. For 
brochures ceB Tdkjr-mode Tours 
on 0181 281 1450 




































9/DAYS OUT 


The precise science of 
^ §**6at sleepover party 


Not many people have slept 
in space. But every month 

™re than 100 children lie in 

the darkness gazing at the 

the Apollo 10 Command 

module. 

Fiona Macaulay joins Science 

Night at the Science 
Museum in London. 

Tbc excitement is palpable as chil- 
dren between the ages of eight and 
^\hls£ f ° r ^ f wenin S of activities 

? ^ Museum ’ after which 

they bed down in sleeping-bags in 
toe of the main galleries; Space 
Power and Shipping. The idea of 
si ee pavers in museums originated in 
the United States in the Seventies. 
The Science Museum broke the 
ground in Britain in 1993 and since 
then a few others have followed suit, 
most recently the British Museum. 

At the Science Museum, each 
sleepover night has a theme, such as 
Stars and Space, or Travel and Jour- 
neys. The one I attended was themed 

on the senses. Children come in 
groupsof between five and 30, with 
an adult accompanying every five 
children of the same sex. 

When the hordes arrive the first 
thing they do is set up camp. Boys 
and girls are separated into “dor- 
mitories' 1 . On the night of my visit 
the boys’ side was a scrummage of 
sleeping-bags that had been hastily 
dumped down. The girls, however, 
laid out pyjamas in neat piles on their 
pillows, alongside cuddly toys. 

Once bivouacked, the children 
can look round the galleries or par- 
ticipate in tbe“Science Stops 1 ', a se- 
ries of small, hands-on experiments. 
They powered a propeller into flight 
by attaching it to a deflating balloon, 
and a tin bird was made airborne by 
an elastic band mechanism. 

Hen the welcome and safety talk 
began. This may sound rather dull, 
but it is in fact where the theatrical 


Pan of the evenug Slarts . We met 
the Safety Android Mecha- 
jusm, dressed m a silver space suiL 
, ^ X)ke to in a strange sci-fi di- 
alect and warned us that if we did not 
need hun,-it might result in re- 
moval of my powerpack and my be- 
ing melted down to make a vacuum 
deaner”. 

He next theatrical experience 
was listening , 0 a scientist, Peter 
“flam, explain to us about illusions: 
things are not always what thev 
seem. 11 

His was made clear through a sc- 
ries of simple experiments, one of 
which involved sticking labels on our 
foreheads and trying to write the 
word “speed” on them, which re- 
sulted in an assortment of strange 
mirror-writing characters. 

An Inspector Gouseau-type char- 
acter was the star of the next part of 
the evening, entitled “Solve It!". 
Dressed in belted raincoat and tril- 
by hat, she stalked amongst the au- 
dience to reveal the facts of a crime. 
We were told that an object had been 
stolen from the museum and that we 
must discover what it was, where it 
had been stolen from and the route 
that the thief took to escape. The 
only clues were those provided by a 
visually impaired witness. Miss 
PhilpoL Using our senses, excluding 
sight, we tried to decipher the an- 
swers from her story. 

After taxing our brains in this ses- 
sion we then had to exercise our man- 
ual skills to make our own camera 
obscura. I was completely taken 
aback to find that this could be 
achieved with no more than a card- 
board tea box, a piece of tracing pa- 
per and some Sellotape. During 
this workshop it was also explained 
how the eye sees, and the way in 
which the camera obscura mimics 
this process. 

Theatricals returned for the final 
event of the evening. He backdrop 
was the spectacular Flight Galleiy, 
where “birdmen”, balloonists and 


some of the world's most historic 
aeroplanes are suspended from the 
ceiling. 

In this darkened, cavernous hall 
eveiyone was gathered together for 
the first time, and the excitement was 
electric. I wondered how any of these 
children were ever going to settle 
down to sleep. 

Above us on a raised walkway 
appeared an actor dressed for arc- 
tic conditions as the legendary 
Clarence Birdseye, pioneer of mass- 
produced frozen food. He talked 
about survival techniques at sub-zero 
temperatures and the Inuit people: 
“Eskimo means raw-flcsh-eater. 
That's not a very nice name to call 
someone. They call themselves Inu- 
it, meaning super-race.” 

Amazingly enough, the children 
did go to sleep quite quickly after this. 
Apparently that is not always the 
case, and the adult contingent can 
be kept awake till the early hours of 
the morning. 

After breakfast the next morning 
it was back to the spectacular Sight 
gallery for a quiz trail on the histo- 
ry of flight. This was a good way of 
starting the day, as there was lots of 
space to wander round in your own 
party without bumping into other 
people. Plenty of time was given Lo 
having a good look around and to 
completing the answers. 

Thank goodness for the gentle 
start (not that the children seemed 
to be bothered) before our visit to 
“Launch pad”, where we were lo he 
“launched into science". Never have 
I seen so much frenetic activity so 
early in the morning as there was in 
this diverse, hands-on gallery. Bod- 
ies struck dramatic poses in the 
“Shadow Box" when a light flashed, 
leaving dark shadows against a lum- 
inous green background on the 
screen in the cubicle. His is because 
the phosphors on the screen store up 
the energy of fight- Others crept 
along the “Tiptoe Tfester” (a vibra- 
tion detector) or powered by hand 
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Sleeping exhibition: once a 
month children aged between 

eight and II spend a night at 

the Science Museum 

Photograph: Richard Kating 


a grain pit which lifts the com by 
turning an Archimedes screw. 

There are so many different 
things to try at Launchpad that af- 
ter a three-quarter-hour session the 
children almost had to be frog- 
marched out, so reluctant were they 
to leave. ThJdng a straw poll amongst 
the children, this came out as a 
favourite* along with the mind-twist- 
ing “Solve It!" session. 

Finally, prize-giving brought 
everything to a close, with books 
awarded for the best drawings of the 
evening and for the winners of a quiz 
on the night’s activities. After this of- 
ficial end to science night, the child- 
ren were allowed to stay in the 
museum for the day, with the bonus 
of free admission to the new Science 
of Sport exhibition. Relief troops of 
.parents began to arrive to take over 
their still-energetic charges, and to 
hear excited chatting about the 
night's events. I admitted defeat, and 
went home to bed. 

Science Nigfit takes place once a 
month and costs £20 per child and £IS 
per adult. For details contact the Sci- 
ence Night Office at the Science Mu- 
seum on 0171-938 9785. 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


TRAVEL: OVERSEAS, SKIING 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


Travel Services 



AUSTRALIAN TOURIST VISAS, 
issued by phone only HL00. 
Please haw passport cteteU* and 
credit card ready. Visa Australia 
Company tpheipa travel). Tel 
01270 84 24 74. 


Malta 


UA1TA 6000 yrs at Nuwy. 12 mM 
of sun Stars away. Traditional 
farmhouses with pool. RB Aflts 
ATOL 01202 70907 


Rartugal 



m- INDEPENDENT 
•gg- VILLAS 
YiWALGAMEHOUDAYS 
fflYAlE VttlAS & APARTMENTS 
Fambp BoGdays 
. +Goif,Teams, Boris 

.■ lv’toTO* EAjay 

BOOKMQBB^UNT 

a 


umiLtHSCOVgtYrtwibleff^ 

drives Monti to South Chotaaer 

BB Poowtfw. Uaoor i?“ , *5 
natA3WH.Madafcx.0181 847 

470 AITOA70L 808 - . 

WTA3E PORTUGAL; Country 
twaas. *Sl -paoM If u«2»“ 
North, ** jW Mg 5 * 

Z81431 WO ATOtOTETABTO 


Russia 


RUSSIA INDEPENDENT TRAVEL 
SpeoWtets since 1®7 |Mbh 
s*taroG, groups. INTERCHANGE 
0181 681 3812 ATOL 2420 


i*t for 

to mention 11 
The Independe 
) when replying 
adverts 


Spain 



MOJACAR - Mountain vfflage over- 
looking Mad. DsL vOa In 3 quiet 
acme, 5 mins beacti/resteuranta. 
Sips 6 (3 ensufte beds). Lux. 
Hitch, atacon, fans, TV HOT, 3 ter- 
races. 9*1. poot. ESOO/pw June- 
Sept Wax + 34 60 47B8Z3. 

ALMEfUA. Small hotels, vitas, 
apartments, traditional vfflaga 
home, B&B. tn Spain's miwtest 
province. Brochure: Elusive 
Spain 01525 070752 

SE MALLORCA - Beautiful hUMop 
Fines. Sea-viows (5tan Boachoa) 
3 beds, 2 baths, gnfn, pool. Tel: 
0034 71 582320 Fare 0034 71 
842218 

ANDAUXSA lovely house ki moun- 
tain vfBaga nr Rond*. Garden, ter- 
ream, views, walks. Sleeps 2 or 
4. 1M (01388J 7812308 

CATALONIA/COSTA BRAVA Best 
selection sell catering vitas & 
apartments with pools & hotels. 
Spanish Harbour 01 17 808 0777. 

NERJA: BeauUftd 1 bedroom vtta 8 
1 bedroom beach apartment 
Both garden 8 pool. 0181 B78 
2344v 

COSTA BRAVA/ DORADA Vteaa & 
apts many with pools. Surwetect 
ABTA V727B Brochure 0181 707 
8704 

ANQALUC1AN Mountain cottage. 
Sips 2/8. 5 miles lo sea, own 
pooL quafity aceom. Real Spain 
fromCITSpW 01462 458063 

CASAS CANTABRiCAS - cottage 
rWdaya Si banutiM unapoM N. 8 
W. Spain & Portugal. Call: 01223 
328721 AfTO 

VINTAGE SPAIN: Country houses 
with pools to unepom areas of 
Caalunya and Andolucta. 01964 
261431 ATOL 2787 AJTO ABTA 



Villas with swimming pooh, 
cottages and village houses In 
quhrt sank locations 
Our wfeclion features quality 
properties in the most delightful 
coastal or mountain settings. 
ANDALUSIA CANTABRIA 
ASTURIAS 

Fly -drive Ferry ATOL2334 
VI HumboM Road London W6 BOH 


0171-385 8127 


tSHERRA EXPEDITIONS 

m mtutead dob* d •*« l 

uLdsMssHlnfrul 
; pRM.alOinoatolaragcOiMI 

palp. Ibosahort Mm. b 
BrMn. sad sum h even 
*ali Hin t n i a 
Fora brochure 

tltl 577 7187 v, 


Turkey 



Esagw the mo h uawmm with our 
mdqaa nmgv efnual cottages. 
vtOxr tOMpmau pooU aad 

fibmtij hotels. rt» oerflaOk 


bamst hoUJays. g tdacmumt 
ami humbtd dtj breaks. 

0181 995 9323 

UHLTU37 tm. WM Aim 


Sardinia 


SARDINIA with Voyages Herman 
(stand o* stunning beeches and 

magnWcont scanmy. Our mafftB- 

toert nw brochure haa a wide 
choice of Phynta vSia^af®. 
hotels ahnpie & da lu»- 0800 783 

9025 AIKVAtm. 


Switzerland 


l wwwsflwpe-«WMrw*e**y».<».«* 

* SHERPA EXPEDITIONS 

An unrivaled choice of waits &. 
cycling totirs. Go independently sefl 

guided. or join on® of our wcorted 

k groups. Throughout Europe, In 
1 BriUrin. and ewn jn Cental 
Asia of the Himalayas | 

F6r * brochure 

0131 5777187 




HOTEl^iCHALeT^'gV'J; 

sonaMo 

spnrtrasntB hom P 24 pw. auw 
pboi01S43 251777 


SUPERB summer ■P ai H n ®™* 
hotata. Lake* Mourtaln* 01329 
EJEsaTTWATOI- 


I TURKEY '98\ 


■zmji from the crowds. 

closer to the country 

a ktyflic ixmuaJ ullage* 
9 GuhH Cndtipg 
■ VUa, ndi poeb 
>• Offadooa 0 Mourn 
Nanmi 

• IWoOowlc 
Uabn-Budr HuSdayi 
Essta/Spring 
[ Breaks milabJe 

I DOLUNAY 

HOLIDAYS 



UNDISCOVERED mountain 
retreats, vflfaa, trekking, 
dWnfljeep safaris atang the 

unquoiso coast Istanbul city 
brealo. Talking Turkey 0181 744 
0474T82S8. 


Africa 


<Zka 

-High an? the 





/U AmltlA 

U flfctUa’s Last •«- 
sfiolll ss. /4 starkly 

tuauUfdtL lami of of test plains ami 
oast dear Urns skies. /'Samliia 
has a umbfsu mtiUy of grume, ami Is 
the only country In ike soorti where 

magnificent rhino ami 
elephant roam tmlyielH 
^Irhete ate many 
mays to explore 
/Namibia. I'Okal 
more exhilarating 
than by 
i a to n 
balloon 

Pete 




Africa's greatest /Vatarat Canons 
For more Hormation ml 0171 <34 2924 1 2928 
Namibia Tourism 6 Oandos Street, London W I M OLQ 


Skiing Holidays 


3 |e best 

KIING 

SM FilMCS 


Choice ol travel and 
xconrnsMmA 
amazing prices. 

BROCHURE 

0171 3847120 fa Magas 
RE 5 BMOT 0 NS: 




ALPS 8 PYRENEES. Apartments 8 
hotels In 120 resorts. SU-drfve. 
accom only, short breaka. 
Latpango 0171371 6111. ABTA 


BRITAIN’S 
NUMBER ONE 
TRAVEL 
NEWSPAPER 


TAILORMADE 

SAFARIS 

Zimbabwe, botswama. 

NAMIBIA. ZAMBIA. KENYA. 
TANZANIA e. — 

S. AFRICA. ’'Taj 


Luxurious remote lodges. 
UfaUcmo. canoeing, riding and 
vBhlcte safaris with the very best 
gulda& Superb wttdflte. 
Adventure wttti comfort CaV us 
Id create your ideal safari. 
TBt{01684) 628979 Fax: 63S870 
S raoom ru. knroraptn. Ml SEC 

AFStm 

EXCLUSIVE 


8UNVIL DISCOVERY- Namibia. 
Zimbabwe. Botswana, Zambia. 
Malawi 8 the Cape. ToiaOy norf- 
bfa. Safaris 8 fty-driws to guest 
farms, remote bush camps & 
charac ter accom. Brochure: 0181 
847 4748 Enquiries; 0181 232 
0777 ATTO/ATOLBOe 

South African Affair. Cape Ibwn, 
Wtoetands, Gradan route, NataL 
ihmavaal. A unique selection of 
cfassic ha mis. game reserves, 
chwmlng houses 8 gardens. Tel: 
0171 381 8222 


Caribbean 



ToltoHnada or cfl tocfcalua 
hoBdoys lo 3^4 ft S star 
hotetatasorfs from S399 
Book vdtti CohfldencOi Book 

wdti THE leading ipeclalB. 


Austria 


BTW INNSBRUCK & SatAwg. 3 

bdnoaprhoufla.BMe&wn1ar- 

race.W:O1E238W»0 


Par East 


SUNV1L DISCOVERY. Thailand, 
Vtemam. Highly flexible tores and 
ttyrirtvee tor tndMdusfla. 0181 B47 
4748 AfTO ATOL BOO 


South America 


SUNV1L DISCOVERY Costa Rica, 
Quaumala. Fcuwrtnr + Cuba 
add-on. Highly tlarible kidMdual 
tours 8 nydrhres. Jungle lodges, 
nature reserves. 0181 847 4748 
AJTO ATOL 808 


USA 







Fly-drive, charming hotels 
St country inns, 
"wk self drive car tours, 
\ coach touTsand 
jfh tailor-made 

M\\ holidays. 

OSPREY Satie my r 

0990 605605 

MIS AICLOM tOO 


CAre COO NEW ENOANO 8 VER- 
MONT. Superb tnmily resorts & 
prfviu houses. Bridgewater 
Travel ABTA V727B Broch 0181 
7078794 


To 

advertise in 
this section 
please call the 
Travel 
Team 
on 

0171 293 
2219. 


THE INDEPENDENT 


Fill your holiday cottage, 
villa or apartment vacancies. 



Last year over a quarter of a million Independent and 
Independent On Sunday readers stayed on holiday in a 
rented villa, flat or cottage. 

For only £4.70 per line or £4. 1 1 per line if both Saturday and 
Sunday are booked (inc VAT), you can advertise your holiday home 
vacancies throughout the year. Your advertisement will appear in 
the Time Off section of The Independent on Saturday and/or the 
Travel Supplement of the Independent On Sunday. 


TO BOOK YOUR ADVERTISEMENT 

Either call The Travel Team on 0171 293 2222 
Monday to Friday 10am - 5pm. 
or e-mail us at mhuil@independent.co.uk 
or fax us on 01 71 293 3 1 56 
or complete and return the coupon below to: 

The Travel Team, Classified Advertising, 

The Independent, One Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London EI4 5DL 
and include your payment by cheque 
or Access/Visa/Amex/Diners Card 

N.B. Private advertebrs only (two properties or less) 


Lmj 


1 : 1 I 1 I I I 1 I M I I I M I II 1 II I II I 1 I l 


Insertion datesl, 
Classification:-. 


I enclose a cheque for £.. 


made payable to Newspaper Publishing Pic 

or debit my Access/Visa/Amex/Diners account by £. 

Card No: Expiry date 

Your Details: 

Name 

Address 


Tel No: Day.. 
Signature 


.Evening, 


For further details 

please call Tbe Travel Team on 0171 293 2222 
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10/RURAL 


When the wrath of the country 
people will be set ablaze 


On the evening of Thursday, 26 
February, Britain will be on fire 
from end to end as chains of 
beacons are lit to herald die 
second great countryside march 
on London, on I March. 


Beacons have been part of our history 
since time immemorial. They have been 
used to give warning of invasion, as when 
the Spanish Armada was approaching 
in 1588, and in celebration of great events 
- for instance the Queen s Silver Jubilee, 
in 1977. But never, so far as I know, have 
they blazed up as an expression of na- 
tionwide anger. 

That is wfaat the Ores of February 
1998 will signify; the wrath of country 
people at the way the Government 
seems hell-bent on steamrollering their 
wishes and obliterating many facets of 
traditional rural life. Initial opposition 
was sparked off by the threat to fox- 
hunting; the countryside marches which 
led up to last July’s rally in Hyde Park 
were organised largely by the hunting 
community. 

Now tbe protest movement has 
spread to include not only the Country 
Landowners' Association (CLA) but also 
the powerful National Farmers' Union 
(NFU), which has 80,000 members 
working on the land 

Once again, a lead has been given by 
Charles Mann, tbe Gloucestershire 
fanner who organised last summer’s 
long-distance treks. This time, howev- 
er, detailed organisation wiD devolve not 
on to the hunts, but on to local branches 
of the CLA and NFU. 

The one major landowner notable by 
its absence from fire-lighting will be the 
National Trust, which has announced 
that it “does not permit political activ- 
ities to take place on its properties, and 
is therefore unable to agree to the re- 
quest to light beacons on its land". 

In claiming that “in the past these 
beacons have only been lit for national 
celebrations", the Trust is well wide of 
the mark. Fbr centuries the beacons were 
a key element in the defence of the 
realm: throughout spring and summer. 



when the chances of invasion were 
highest, they were manned continuously, 
and the early-warning system was so ef- , 
fictent that, according to an intelli- 
gence report of 1545, the English could 
muster between 25,000 and 30,000 men 
at any one point within two hours of the 
alarm being raised. 

The Trust's decision knocks out 


DUFF 

HART-DAVIS 


several prominent sites from the 1998 
protest, not least the 1,705-ft Dunkeiy 
Beacon, on the north coast of Somer- 
set, and plays havoc with the main lines 
ofvisual communication. Yet Mr Mann 
is undismayed: besides the major chains 
of “intervisible" beacons, he is planning 
any number of smaller fires on points 
that will be in the view of people trav- 
elling by road, rail or air. 

In the art of placing and making bea- 
cons, much can be learnt from the 


Flaring up: die beacon at Cafton 
Hill, Edinburgh, is lit during the VE 
celebrations in 1995. 'Yet on 26 
February, Ear from marking any 
national achievement, beacons 
throughout the country will blaze 
as an expression of rural anger 


events of 1977, which were worked out 
in meticulous detail by the Royal Insti- 
tute of Chartered Surveyors. The se- 
lection of 96 main sites was based on the 
triangulation network of the Ordnance 
Survey, and after a prototype bonfire had 
been successfully lit at Windsor on 22 
March, a specification fbr a standard bea- 
con was circulated. The heap of brush- 
wood and timber, this suggested, should 
be in the form of a cone 30ft wide at the 
base and 30ft high - a structure need- 
ing 30 tons of material. 

The idea was that on 6 June, after the 
Queen had lit the first fire in Windsor 
Great Park, the spark would leap-frog 
away to every comer of the realm. In the 
event the plan was partially frustrated 
by bad weather, cloud, rain and snow 
rendered some of the highest beacons 
invisible. Nevertheless, many thousands 
of revellers enjoyed a rare old evening 
out, with barbecues, dances and sing- 
songs round the fires. 

Mr Mann hopes that although the 
message of 1998 is serious, a similarly 
festive atmosphere will prevail. Pyro- 
mania - always latent in rural folk - is 
already threatening to burst out. In 
North Wales Richard Williams, a fanner 
who walked all the way to Hyde Park last 


s umm er, is planning a fire on the top of 
Snowdon, part of which be owns, pro- 
vided be can persuade the tourist rail- 
way (o hoist combustible materials to the 
3,493-ft summit. 

In low-lying Norfolk, by contrast, tan 
MacNicol, President of the CIA, will 
build a beacon on The Mount, an arti- 
ficial mound raised on top of a low hill 
at the time of the Armada to warn the 
citizens of Norwich in the event of the 
Spaniards appearing off the coast. 

Nationwide co-ordination, will be 
achieved (it is hoped) by split-second tim- 
ing. The most remote blazes, in tbe Scot- 
tish Highlands, will be touched off at 
6.10pm, those in Perth, Argyll and Stir- 
ling at 6.12pm, and so on down the coun- 
try, until the final beacons ignite on the 
banks of the Thames in London at 
630pm. 

In 1588, according to Macaulay’s ring- 
ing lines, “Far on the deep the Spaniard 
saw, along each southern shire/ Cape be- 
yond cape, in endless range, those twin- 
kling points of fire." 

Five hundred years on, the fire will 
be travelling inwards - and surely tbe 
message will come home to even the 
most urban Members of Parliament that 
the country is smouldering with rage. 



NATURE NOTE 


Badgers do not really hibernate, in the sense 
of going to sleep for the whole winter. But they 
do have a biological mechanism that allows 
their body temperature to sink to a low lev- 
el, thus reducing their need for food and en- 
abling them to remain underground for long 
periods at this time of year, comfortably roDed 
up in the hay, leaves and other bedding with 
which they lined their sleeping chambers in 
autumn. Another physical peculiarity, which 
badgers share with roe deer and weasels, is that 

of delayed implantation. Sows may mate with 
boars at any time of year, but their fertilised 


Photograph Jason Venus 


eggs do not start to develop in the womb un- 
til late in December, so that litters always arrive 
in early spring. Cubs are being born now, blind 
and almost naked. Their eyes will open after 
five weeks or so, but they will not emerge from 
their setts until the end of March or early April. 
The saddest fact about badgers, of course, is 
that they cany bovine tuberculosis, and spread 
the disease among cattle; yet, even after 
years of research, scientists still do not uo- 
■derstand exactly how infection is transmitted 
between the two species. 

Duff Hort-Dtms 
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UK Travel 



4°" >c 


AT OVER 1200 LOCATIONS 


PRICES PIR PROPERTY PER WEEK 


• Scotland mn£107 • Ncrfctt/Suffott ta«£114 


• NvttHjmberfandem E142 • MfestCMntry tom £117 


• Yorkshire Dates tom £109 


• Lata District fran£115 


• Peak District wm£136 


•Wales ton £107 


• COtSWMs ftw*E107 • 


DISCOUNTS FOR 
2 PERSONS 




(be. Bn?) ton £209 


i01756 702200 


168 PACE COLOUR BROCHURE 
Lmesopeo9am-9paiSim.-ftt 9am-7pmsat. 



IT'S T H I 

ONLY 

Brochure 

YOU 'Li. M UD 




Activity Holidays 


TRAVEL: UK 


Swim Inns 

HAVE NEVER FAILED TO 
TEACH AN ADULT TO SWIM 

01352 780503 

(*R CHESTER) FOR BROCHURE 


ACTtOTt HOLIDAYS lor 5 to 1 5 year 
olds. 1 to 4 sMT ratio. Tetephone-. 
01706814664. 

ADVENTURE ACTIVITY HOLIDAYS 
Hot 6-17 yra. SomeneVScoVaML 
Brochure essential. 01749 
012307 

ACTIVITY HOUDAY8 to FamUlna, 
Goupfes. Sktgtea ana Croups. 

acorn Acnvmes 01432 
830083. 

GOLF FOR BKHWJERS, TBnnb for 
improvers. Loam to Orfw, Motor 
Cycle Training. Learn to Swtm. 
ACORN ACTIVITIES 01432 
830083 

BAILING & WINDSURFING HOLI- 
DAYS, White Water Retting. 
Canoeing, Scuba Diving, Saifing 
& WatersWng. ACORN ACTIVI- 
TIES 01432 B30Q83. 

SUFFOLK CYCLE BREAKS. OuoL 
tty hottdaya with htfl backup. 
W/ends or longer. Brocft: 01448 
721555 

HORSE DRAWN CARAVAN HOLI- 
DAYS, Learn to Rue. Trail Ridas 
8 Pony Trekking. ACORN ACTTVT 
TIES 01432 830063. 

WAUCWG 6 CYCLING HOLIDAYS, 
WUcDHo, Survival, Dry Stone 
waning WeekHida ACORN 
ACmmES 01432 8300B3. 


Channel Islands 


JERSEY BOOK Direct and save 
CCTs. 40 pages at hotels as autt 
every need by m 8 sir. CaH 
Island Sun Direct Res; 01703 
82B311 & Brochure 01703 
azS36&Wa guarantee you can’t 
buy cheeper. 


Cotswolds 


COT5WOLOS Speosflsts. Choose 
from over 160 cottages- 01455 
652203 (UC10B) 

TWO BEDROOM apartment Suit 
dfesMtoUan pit 0181 340 8203 


Derbyshire 


HEATHROW £4.95 par day. Free 
parking after 14 days. Max charge 
£89.30 up to 100 days Secure 
Parting fft 81 8138130 


Devon & Cornwall 


Dorset 


POOLE 8 DORSET. Out* 1QO Ot 
vJtest hoBday homes In choicest 
spots Inc Sandbanks PentoaUaft 
Poole Harbour.Rurmey Holiday 
Homos 01202 707357. email: 
ll3264580&acampusorwxom 
BOURNEMOUTH. Quiet country 
Use style ha sports In superb 
town centre loc. No children. 
Open el yr. 01202 2B877S. 
DORSET FISHERMAN'S COT- 
TAGE. On Chesfl beech. Port- 
land. Stoops 4/6. E1604325PW, 
includes ch. Winter A earty Spring 
breaks from CS9 tor 3 itfgfta. 
ExceBent treeing centre. 
Brochure: 01395 770995. 

NR LULWORTH COVE, 17c 
thatched cote, sips 2, edge at 
heath. From EISSpw. TBi: 01305 
653921. 


Ireland 


# A I BROOMS 


EMERALD COTTAGES 


SUES 


(FOR PARTY OF 2 PIUS BABY) 

cor*. Kerry. Cshray. Mayo, tare, 
Ungrtat-Wtidon. Wtomfortl 
RwrfbrdL Upper j/y, Ikmpaf, 
9oe. ORUy 6 Rancommon. 
hew 1968 ntocaun - ovr pnw 


WHIT 


Cornish Traditional 
Cottages 


rtotali 

freedom 



01455 85 25 45 


I K. £ EMLRALD 
COTT AGE HOLIDAYS 


sykes cottages 

K3£ 


ALL INSPECTED. Recommended 
dream ceoagen throughout the 
UK, Brochure: 01751 4758*7 


BRIDGE 6 SCRABBLE WEEK- 
ENDS, Boas Industrial Antfreed- 
ogy, RrettSurprteea ft CuJturto 

Heritage ¥McBt ^ n J CO 

AcnvmEs jao^ 

PAINTING S POTTERTHCaJPg'S. 

Gouirfta GooWnfljWtrfSjWro- 

Ksfapby, Decorative rnrenore, 

and OartMCtoiiton 

Weekends. ACORN AcnvmES 
111432830 063. . . 

TgjgBSSB 




Hand-picked cottages 
Chrou$*JUi Britain. 
Coastal, riverside and 
countryside tocatioos- 
Some with swimming 
pools, games rooms- 

Free colour brochure. 


Welcome 


HOSEA SONS 

Country 
COTTAC* IS 


BEAUTIFUL WATBIWAYi Surrey/ 
Hants. Lux boats. (Qizss) 
703601. 

BRITAIN'S BEST S eW ,Wra N» - 
rawboat HoBttoya. '»****’“'£ 
Baalnnera very wawome. tw 
01906610097. 

Brochure TW. (0121) 4462908. 


Sdf-cajcnng cottages 
on brthojnu 
uf Conwroll 

md on Solly ™ 

Fix your FREE brochure 
PHONE 

0990 134967 


CORNl&i WELCOME COTTAGES. 
1998 beet ever full colour 
brochure. 01756 702201 , 

BEER, Devon & Dorset. Over 150 
quafity properties to coast A 
country locations. Jean Bontotr 
Cottage HoHdays. 01297 20673 
(SAhre). 

FREE COLOUR GUIDE to Hie GOO 
best value cottages to Devon 
071271) 378322 

DEVON SpoetnUst*. Choose bom 
aver 430 corteges. 014SS 852906 
(UC202) 

CORNWALL Spectators. Cftooev 
tram over 350 cottages. 01455 
852SQG (UC20S) 

DEVON CONNECTION: luxury 
houses, cottages. 7*1:0(546 560 
954. 

CORNWALL. AND DEVON 300 cot- 
tages throughout. (01752) 
260711. 

WEEKEND RETREAT IN SAL- 
COMBE. Cosy coach house ufflr 
eh. w b Btova. Steeps 4. Court 
house and lodge. Stoops M20 l 
01530242409 

SUBERB COUNTRY COTTAGES. 
In heart of countmeldB, near aaa. 
Available nOKTSt 01503 220333. 

DEVON Bam conversion on peace- 
ful form In TUrrldgo valley. Tart® 
country. Sip* 416. 01005 604371 

ZEN NOR. Comfortable 2 bdnn 
bamAnoramk: vfavMjMCs wtoc. 
Feb-Mer £06. 01 736 79&57 

POWEY / POLRUAN Chanring 
mderstds cottage*. Superb 
views. Contra! Mating. Dbnfttes 
available. Pete vrefcoma. oi&79 
344587 


IRELAND 



Isle of Wight 


FEBRUARY SPECIAL 

3 Njghts tom £79 
Bed. Breakfast and Evening MoaL 
Urge aretait hotel antartMimoil. 
indoor pod, Jacuzzi, sauna. 

■ FREE CAR FERHY- 
3arxJringham Hotel, Seafront. 

Sandown, Isle of Wight 
Telephone: 01883 406655 
3 nights March £89 


London 



Scotland 


ELF CATERING 


mojaw r jctt mi 



croft cocages 


write or 
phone for 
.brochure: 


01455 852220 


The Irish Landmark Thrst expert, 
once a unique hoRdoy ■ Stay In a 
medieval mfnMure castta, Geor- 
gian DubGn panelled merchant 


the wiida ot Wicklow Head. 
Brochure Pfr; 00353 I 0828425 
(24hre) Fas: 662B1B7 e-mail: 
tadm*fc@k>Ue 

IR&AW Spectators. Chooe# Pom 
over 1 10 cottages. 014SS 852220 
(UCW7) 

SHAMROCK Cottages, 286 select 
Individual cottages hi superb 
locations. Disc Fares. ATTO. Col 
Bro 01323 681 060 

ENJOY IRELAND HOLIDAYS Easfy 
the beat choice of Irish holiday*. 
Thousand! of properPea. All terry 
routes. Talk to the experts. Call 
01264602899(241*0 

WEST CORK. Madam cpm ta r u tole 
bungalow an quiet (arm. Stoops 
4- Nr beech, golt^aotnfl. good 


Norfolk 


COSY COTTAGE In quM rural but- 
roundktgs. 5 ntfes ftom N. Norfolk 
coast Sips 2. Linen, firewood, 
ofedrldty IncfusfMs. 0T2S3 
577T56 


Northwest 


PRETTY 243ED stone callage. I 
double, i single + aofe bed. 
Htoidy tor Pew Ettetrict, waSdng, 
cycflng, touring centre. From 
£160 per. 01625 572872 


Northumbria 


Edinburgh EH2 ZIR 
SCOTLAND'S WELCOME Cot- 
tages. 1998 colour brochure. 
Phone now II 01756 702213 
COTTAGES, HOUSES A Lodges. 
Over 160 hi South SoottandL For 
full cotour brochure on G u 
Thomson 6 Co. 01556 504030 
EDINBURGH CENTRAL FLAT 4 
bad Bleeps 8, 2 tatha, ssrinsning 
pool 8 private porting, gym 8 
sauna. Wiend Frtday-Monday 
C245, aiso aoma weeks avallaWa. 
01668 215314. 

SCOTLAND Specialists. Choose 
from over 550 cottages. 01455 
8S2S0S (LNC201) 

PRETTY STONE COTTAGE In qidet 
DundretssWra conservation vU- 
tege. Sips 6. Lg garden. STB 
Mighty commended 5 Crowns. 


PERTHSHIRE by Aberiakty. South- 
lacing hto farmhouse. Superb 
views ol river, loch & mountain. 
AH mod cons, sloop up to 9. For 
brochure: 0143657^204 


. Shropshire 


ABSOLUTELY FABULOUS Geor- 
gian country house experience, 
near Ludtae. QB&B tor 3 nta trom 
SSO.Ootogr Broctu 01584 623209 


Sussex 


SEDLESCOMBE. BridnraH Hotel, 
Batte. 1 BOO Tudor Menoc. 2 night 
brks £90pp DBAB. 3rd m accom 
hee. pay E3Q only for dinner & 
breakfast. “*AA & RAC rest 
award 91-97. 01424 6702S3 




Ike 

* • bohucbs iui nawT ■- 

IV 

^oMgcs 01756 
j 799821K 



Wales 


BEST SMALL BUSINESS IN WALES 
AWARD WINNER 1997 


HOLIDAY COTTAGES 

Over 100 sell catering cottages in 
Brecon Beacons/Black Mountains 
National Park. Some sleep up 
to 30. Many less than £250 per 
week high season 



^01874^ 

676446 



HOLIDAYS 


ZZ//£r best /// 

self-caterwa 


555 quality cottages and 
farmhouses throughout Wales 

http^/www.wales-holidays.co.uk * 


O I 686 625267 


defighthtl cottages. Abo, During, 
boning end home drawn care- 
rone. SpecW tony dwountt. For 
yarn hee brochure can 01502 
550608 (B4hra)- 


The Lake District 





LAKE DISTRICT WELCOME Cot- 
tages. 1S9S colour brochure. 


EDENYbrastaa dbeorec. Engtamfe 
Green 8 Pleasant Land In the 
Howl ot £ National Parks 
(LnkeWDalw). Free acccvmHta- 
tton guide. Ed«n Tburtan 01271 


“PEAK COTTAGES.- OuaUfy «/c 
accom in Derbyshire Dales 6 
Peeke. Broehiaa otiozszcfTTr. 
PEAK DISTRICT Specfcdiata. 
Choow from iw 2S0 crKtagse. 
01455 652505 (UC204) 


17THC THATCHED FARMHOUSE. 
Stpa 16. Log lira. C/H, BeteJtlU 8 
unspoilt Brochure (01480) 
241081 

CREAM OF COTTAGES. Finest 
choice ot Inspected constat ft 
countryside cottages. 20 % off 
wiKMt tot 01305 aBBeas tor 106 
page col broch. 

CREAM OF DORSET Cottage*. 
Finest choice of Inspected 
coastal ft countryside canapes 
throughout DorsoL 20% off Win- 
ter. Tel: 01306 268988 for 106 
page col broch. 


brochure. <71766 702240 

NORFOLK/ Suttoft s/c properties HIU.THWATTE HOUSE. Wlodar- 
guaflty at keen pdcao. No driage mare. Tho o t ban ow Road, ovw- 
for pete. Coast ft Country Ho«- tooklng leke. Ml rooms ansum 
liqmewfchJacMBlhaBi^Saiol- 
Mte TV, nanraktog. Sauna. 7yto 
Steam Room and hoated indoor 
pool eoie»y tor our guests' use. 3 

nights, 5 course Dinner B&B 
IncLVAT only £as, 3 nights only 
£130. Brochure; 01539*43536 



Independent and 
Independent on Sunday readers 
are the most frequent holiday 
makers within the UK. 

Source: 7Q 1997 


PEMBROKESHIRE 


A superb selection of quahty 
character cottages in the 
Pembrokeshire Coast National 
Park All ptopp ert tea Tarnished 
to the highest standards. 

Phone m»r tor free totourteodum- 

01239r8813972*r 


ANGLESEY SNOWDONIA, Ltoyn. 
Uenai HoBday Cottages for 2-20. 
Brochure 01 248 7171 35 

WALES Spectator*. Choose from 
over 370 cottages. 014S6 092SOS 

(ucaosi 

N. WALES 1.000 cottages ate. 
Mann's, Shaw's, Snowdonia 
TbisM. 01758 701 702. 

SNOWDONIA Coanirra Ltoyn 
penJnguto. Coast and eounbyoot- 
tagss ft farmhoosaa. Natyn hoe- 
days 91 758 720674 

UTtuEHAVEH Wolltoqulppad vil- 
toga house. Sips 6. 100 yards 
boadL Telephone G.H. Shore: 
01432 352121 (day). 01497 
621376 (we). 

GOWER ft SWANSEA. Sfe tW wtti 
balcony Mariookteg Marina ft 
MAOISM 1« bMCh.01269 

6B5B40 

STOP COLLECTING 

brcxiiurea_Start cotocflng inam- 
ortea, 450 hixury cottages rated 
Bast in Wales' with a welcome 
M warn os tho ewwMna. CaeMri 
Pwr*roh«w*e 

01437 7^765. 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


Yorkshire & The Dales 


r~ Holldas - \ 

[ Collages 

In the 

YtarfBhfra Oates. Ybrfc. Cossf, 
Haora, Peak & Lata District 
0w2fflsBpwstt-aBnigota(l«-Witt: 
DTftontto mrhiy lostntel Strata?. 

ft (01756) 700872 

HoAdwCataoos Ybrislite LBL 
\ war Street StodDPiij / 
V. Nottt YOrtshlfitoire— / 


Stone Bams, Steep 4 to 17, pots 
watooma. brochwe 0600 B54308. 

YORK OVER 30% off 2 star 
Haworth Court Hotel. Car park- 
ing. Broch. Tel: 01904 425156 

NORTH YORK moors NeJ Pert ovm 
ISO hcOOay cotta. In Robin Hoods 
Bay, WhBby ft Scarborough. 
01783 378777 

SUPERB cottages. Vbrics Ckdes, 
Northumbria, Lakes, Peaks. 
Sykes Cottages 01244 345700. 
wm*. {flta.co.uk/sykes 


To advertise 
in this section 
please call the 
Travel 
Team 
on 

0171 293 
2219. 


Mb 

THE ASSOCIATION 
OF INDEPENDENT 
TOUR OPERATORS 


For a unique 
range of real holidays 
that are fully-bonded, 
flexible and 
definitely original - 
book AITO! 

For a FREE copy of the 
AITO Directory listing all member 
companies, please telephone 

0181 607 9080 
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II 


The white 

spring 


There is nothing more 

when, searing 

«•«*■*» 
u . ,n naif, than seeing 

" snowdrop*, writes 

Anna fiavord. 

In our garden, aconites regularly 
te^cwdrops for the UUeoffim 

flower.oftheyear.But aconites haS 

ncrer acqurcd the same charisma. 
The Garboesqne “I want to be 
alone ^quality brings acolytes flock- 
ing m droves aroimdsrowcta 

mg January and February 
Invitations to select snowdrop par- 

• nes ff 6 ~t° die for" as my Ameri- 
can friend says, but you’re not likely 
to be »ked unless you can recognise 

i John Gray' ax 30 paces. 
a hi fact, fJohn Gray’ would be kids’ 

stuff to the real experts. They could 
pick Jt out even at 60 paces. It is so 
handsome, the pedicel (the little 
thread-like stem the flower hangs 

from) is so long and fine, the size and 

substance of the petals so out- 
standmg, that they would get it at 
once. 1 have to admit that, even at 
one pace, I didn’t know n from ‘Ben- 
hall Beauty* or ‘Mighty Atom’, both 
of which, like ‘John Gray’, are dis- 
tributed from John Gray’s Benhail 
garden. 

Tm used now to the pitying 
looks that come my way from true 
snowdrop fanatics. It usually follows 
the question “But surely, you must 
grow ‘Sibbertoff? and my confession 
that I don’t. I’ve not been brave 
enough to reveal that the name, let 
alone the snowdrop itself, is un- 
fit known to me. 

But I love being in the company 
of such experts. I love the comfort- 
ing roll call of names, the gentle 
nudgings and disputes over correct 
pedigree. These are the kind of con- 
versations that swirled round my 
head as a child, when packs of 
aunts and uncles would endlessly un- 
ravel and knit up again the an- 
' tecedents of our Welsh neighbours. 

“No. You must mean the Powyses 
of Ty Hir, not the Powyses of The 
Neuadd. Now Ralph Powys’s great 
grandmother ...“ And then they’d 
be off, and nobody would remem- 
ber to send me to bed. 

. So I had a happy time with Dr 
Ronald Mackenzie, whose Oxford- 
shire garden contains 70 different 
kinds of snowdrops, lb his patients 
(he is a GP in a country practice) he 
-a may seem a perfectly sane man, bat 

* as he himself confesses, “Snow- 
drop people have got a reputation 


*°l a bit strafe - Well. Here 
arecxrtamjy better times of the year 

tobeon your hands and knees in the 

garden, but this is the only practical 
way to note the subtle differences 
m markings that distinguish one 
named snowdrop cultfvar from an- 

How did this madness start, I 
wondered? Even with his medical 
training, Dr Mackenzie couldn't 
explain. He was hooked on them 

even as a child in Yorkshire, he said. 

In a comer of his garden, he point- 
ed out the clump of Galanthus el- 
wesii that he had bought in 
Woo {worths when he was a boy. 

Doctors are often keen gardeners. 
I think it must have something to do 
with the scientific background. 
You’re used to diagnosing.” 

His garden is made on a gentle, 
south-lacing slope that stretches up 
behind his cottage. It is immacu- 
lately maintained, mulched all over 
with mushroom compost, each lit- 
tle outpost of snowdrops set off 
against an equally riveting dump of 
hellebores. He likes those, too. 
And alliums. And daphnes. And 
iris. And peonies. But one of the 
reasons he likes snowdrops so 
much is that they come when they 
are most needed — there’s nothing 
quite so cheering as seeing flowers 
such as ‘Anglesey Abbey* bravely 
hanging on to their hats in the teeth 
of the gale. 

Unlike the majority of snow- 
drops, which have leaves of a 
bluish-grey, ‘Anglesey Abbey' flow- 
ers among clumps of bright green 
foliage, which has the effect of mak- 
ing the flowers seem even more 
than usually pure. G. huescens is an- 
other strange one, with yellowish 
rather than green markings on 
the white petals. “Not quite so good 
as ‘Flavescens’," said Dr Macken- 
zie judiciously, though like a fond 
parent, he loves all his snowdrops 
with a passion. “You know 
Tfavescens’? It came to me from 
Juliet Berkeley at Spetchley. Now 
her great-aunt was a sister of the 
famous Edwardian gardener, Ellen 
Wilimott ...** And we were off 
again. All the great snowdrop gar- 
dens are related, it seems. A map 
of who had given what to whom 
would criss-cross Britain like a 
demented spider’s web. 

So what do they need to make 
them happy, these special snow- 
drops? If you are paying £5-6 a bulb 
(more for the really rare ones) you 
want to know you have done all you 
can to encourage them. An alkaline 
so3 is better than an add one, says 



Drop-dead gorgeous: Dr Ronald Mackenzie shows off a ‘John Gray* snowdrop m hts Oxfordshire garden Photograph; John Lawrence 


Dr Mackenzie, and a cool root run 
better than one that is baked diy. 
Give them a deep, rich soil in sun 
or partial shade, but don't plant them 
in deep shade. When they have 
clumped up, divide them every 
three years in February or March. 
Mulch them in November with leaf 
mould or mushroom compost. And 
get some long johns, so that when 
they flower, you can enjoy them in 
comfort 

Snowdrop courses 
Dr Mackenzie will be one of the ex- 
perts talking at the Snowdrop Study 
Day, to be held on 26 February 
(1 lam-3 .3 0pm) at Anglesey Abbey. 
Lode, Cambridgeshire. His special 
subject will be propagating snow- 
drops by bulb scaling. Aaron Davies, 
who is working on a monograph of 
snowdrops, will explain the differ- 
ences between snowdrop species and 
Richard Ayres, head gardener at the 
Abbey, will lead a tour of the ex- 
tensive collection of snowdrops in 
the garden. Tickets cost £18 (in- 
cluding lunch) and are available 
from Lavinia Nourse, D ullin gham 
House, Dullingham, Newmarket 


CB8 9UP (01638 508186). Cheques 
should be made out to Cambridge 
Garden Courses and sent with a 
stamped, addressed envelope to 
the above address. 

Snowdrop gardens to visit 

Hodsock Priory's snowdrop spec- 
tacular opens today and runs until 
8 March daily ( 1 0am-4pm ) Admis- 
sion £2-50. Clearly marked trail 
through snowdrops, aconites and 
blue Anemone blanda. Hodsock 
Priory is at Blyth, near Worksop. 
Nottinghamshire S81 0TY (01909 
591204). 

The garden at Hatfield House. 
Hatfield, Hertfordshire is open to- 
morrow (1 lam-5 pm) for a special 
snowdrop Sunday. Track them down 
on the bank behind the pond in the 
East Garden Admission £3.10 
(01707 262823). 

More than 50 different kinds of 
snowdrop are to be found at An- 
glesey Abbey, the National Thist's 
garden at Lode, Cambridgeshire, 
open over the next three weekends 
(llam-4pm) Admission £2.50 
(01223 811200). 

Belton House at Grantham, 


Lines (which starred in the recent 
BBC version of Tom Jones) has a 
special snowdrop opening on Sun- 
day 22 February (llam-3pm) Ad- 
mission £5 per car (01476 566116). 

Snowdrops are scattered through 
the period gardens of Chirk Castle, 
Chirk. Chvyd. originally a medieval 
Marcher fortress. Special openings 
over the next three weekends 
(12pm-4pm) Admission £1 (01691 
777701). 

At Cliveden, Taplow, Maiden- 
head, Bucks, the head gardener, 
Philip Cotton, will lead a guided 
walk. “The Garden in Winter”, on 
15 February, starting at 1 lam (01494 
522234). 

The woodland garden sur- 
rounding La cock Abbey, Lacock, 
near Chippenham, Wiltshire is car- 
peted with snowdrops, and there are 
openings next weekend (14-15 Feb- 
ruary, 2pm-5pm) and also on 21-22 
February (2pm-5pm) Admission 
£1.80(01249 730459). 

Snowdrop shows 
Dr Mackenzie will join Rupert Gol- 
by in exhibiting some of his snow- 
drops at the Royal Horticultural 


Society’s show on 17 February 
(llam-7pm. admission £5) and 18 
February (10am-5pm, admission 
£3). The show will take place at the 
RHS Hall Greycoat Street West- 
minster, London SW1. 

Snowdrop sales 

All snowdrops are best planted “in 
the green” at the end of March, 
rather than as dried bulbs in Octo- 
ber. Named varieties are available 
from Avon Bulbs, Burnt House 
Farm, Mid-Lambrook, South 
Petherton, Somerset TA13 SHE 
(01460 242177; four second-class 
stamps for catalogue), Louise Vock- 
ins at Fbxgrove Hants, Foxglove, En- 
borae, near Newbury, Berkshire 
RG14 6RE (01635 40554; send £1 
for catalogue); John Motley, North 
Green Only, Stoven, Beccles, Suf- 
folk NEAR34 8DG (six fiist-dass 
stamps for catalogue), or the Snow- 
drop Company, Barn Cottage, 
Shilton, Oxfordshire (four second- 
class stamps for catalogue). If you 
are a beginner in this game, start 
with readily available snowdrops 
such as ‘Sam Arnott', ‘ Atkmsii ’ and 
‘Magnet*. 


CUT TIN GS 

Theirs about a month left 
for thinking about the garden 

before we’U be back out there, 
pedalling fast to keep up with 

{he action. But winter is the 

best time to wander round 
working out what we need to do 
to make things worit better. 
Sometimes it’s just a matter of 
adjusting the planting, 
rKumiane the fact that there is 

too much fighting over the same 

patch for anything to shew to 
advantage. That can be easily 
put right. More difficult to 
resolve are the areas where the 
very shape of the bed, or the 
angle that a path takes, is 
uncomfortable. If you need 

help, turn to Penelope 
Hothouse's Garden Designs 
(Frances Lincoln, £25). 

Here are designs and 
planting plans for 23 different 
sites, not pie- in- th e-sky ideas 
but real plans for real gardens 
which Mrs Hobhouse has 
designed over the last couple of 
years. The prevailing style is 
formal - particularly well suited 
to small town gardens. Her 
plan for a typical London plot, 
an Islington patch three times 
as long as it is wide, is a classic 
example of how to make the 
best of awkward proportions. 
Her planting includes plenty of 
lush foliage: clipped bay, 
camellias, viburnum, euphorbia, 
ferns, hostas, catmint. 

The range of situations 
covered in the book includes a 
windswept island off the west 
coast of Scotland, gardens safe 
for small children (fill the water 
tank with large pebbles) and 
gardens designed to be 
plundered for flowers for the 
house. The planting schemes 
are lush and varied, and the 
book is at the same time 
practical and dreamy, a rare 
combination. 

On Thursday 19 February, 

Sybille Kreutzberger and 
Pamela Schwerdt, “the girls", as 
they were generally known 
when they gardened at 
Sissinghurst for the redoubtable 
Vita Sadcville-West, will be 
telling the story of the new 
garden that they have made 
since retiring to the Cotswolds 
(I’ve seen it, and it is brilliant). 
This is the third talk in the 
Winter Lecture Series arranged 
by the Oxford Botanic Garden, 
which take place in the Garden 
Quadrangle Auditorium, St 
John's College, Oxford and start 
at 8pm. Tickets (£6) from 
Louise Allen at the Botanic 
Garden, Rose Lane, Oxford 
OX1 4AX (01865 276920). 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


GARDENING 


BLOOMS of Bressingham 

A Collection of 
California Dreamer™ Fuchsias 
10 plants for only £8.95 

California Dreamer™ 

Fuchsias are well 
known for their 
dou 

blooms and traiKr 
habit with flowers which produt 
unus ual colour combinations and pr 
vide a spectacular combination all sea- 
son. . _ _ 

Our "wonderful coOecrion comprises 
6f 10 California Dreamer™ Fuchsias, 2 
plants "of each of the following vari- 
eties: . 

Bella RoseOa. - offer enormous flow- 
ers up to' 10cm across, with a pmkisb- 
purple corolla and sepals in a peachy 

pink colour. Deep Purple - has hrxui. ^ . untrnnyom »«««»> 

ySfcfcV- bass.Sa snow vrtritr-coloured corolla and «pak -ml I 

Wma^ared. Peacfoy-aoewvanetyf^^^ 

Strain hSpeacb-ctdoured corolla and sepals with nafing 



Sy 8 ^^^ 4cm. 

hmyoar garden. following our horocuhunlrorowxrons 


into your 
provided. 


| e> >Ai axMte our cemnranentio savfca. [24 hour credit co rd 1 

re*® — 

blooms of rrrrm rases 

SE*nOO Of 10 CMMo Dream# "**» 

I S 8 £ 5 ^oc?vindU(Sng delve*. 


i Name;_ 
jAddress: 


Postcode;. 




Expiry Date: |~ | | J1 


TURTLE DIRT 




x A 

r 'a* o -****+ A 


At last - as mn at 
Oar dan and Flowar 
Shows natiomrida - the 
door mat that really 
arorkst No muddy 
footprints or pawmsrits 
on clean floors and 

cmpatal 

"turtle Dirt flapper door 
mas stop dirt at the door 
of homo, coreervanxy or 
car wtth ebaoibem cotton 

pfla removing wet. dre and even greasy dirt from shoes and 
paws. With non-dip fate* backing, they are fully maehlnc- 
amshabte at 40“C. AwHaUo in sawn atan and 3 staw 
bum, Gnu*, BtoeWWbSa. Fawn. Dart Qrey, Seal Bm»n BkiMnH 
•76 * 50 on C17J6, -79 * 100 cm CMJ6, -75 » 160 cm C4U6 
PtMCLSOPaPparm*. 

(Abo austere tej jytppef-firtw badreg H* ura on cspsB. - pteasB at far 
duals drfzBS art pnces). 

tarn: Ttatle Hat Co- 82a Kings Road, Kingston, Sarny KT2 5HT 

SATIHD 9 Tel; 0181 296 0366 tLTOTli 

^eS? Fax: 0181 296 0360 


SUSSEX iv 

TRUG egfe 
BASKETS 

Traditionally crafted 
from Willow and 
Sweet Chestnut 
Prices from £12.50145 
eg No 5 (18 b x10") 

| £24 Plus £4.50 p&p 
Send S.A.R for details. 

THETRUGGERY’ 

(IN), Coopers Croft, 
Herctmoncenx. 

East Sussex BN27 IQL 
Tel Fax. 

01323 832314 



HARDY FUCHSIAS 

A collection of 10 
individually named 
varieties. 

Suitable for varied uses 
such os patio pots and 
flower borders. 
Delivery by 1st class post 
Feb - May £11 ine p&p 

PERSHORE 
PLANT RAISERS 

Pensham, Pershore, 
Worcestershire WR10 3HB 

01386554672 


The 

Chelsea Plant 
Stand 

Nrtual Pine, 

complete 15 n j\f . 
mats to asssmtfe. 1 \| aj Pf 
Rustproof ffttings 1 w 
Ready to Irish A M J y 
for Indoor/ 
outdoor use. 


•n* DONEsnc mrafwmauaob 
D bMH IM 14 Una Bunts CM 
on M. LytBK [job FYS SAJ. Efl*B 
■ret 01253 738334 24 tea. 
Ftac 01283 795191 


FOUNTAINS AND 
WATER FEATURES 

QUALITY SELF * s 
CONSUMED FOUNTAINS 


(Otr|*H*ad 


Hm t fl n Bagman Pra fa g 
0181 977 2624 Car fctaQs 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


/V SPRING FLOWERING BULBS^ 

AB Supplied in Ful Growth From: 

f ORCHARD NURSERIES f 

*- U.K Growers of Snowdrops /Acontes & Spring Bulbs 

t MSflfWIg Cu^ated Stock& yB aamat Oftfyfl Nursaitea Mh are fteshly Lifted. 

PSP25 PB^5Q_P^10Q 

SNOWDROP SINCaE (Galanffros Nivalis) £ 3.00 £ 3.30 £ 10.00 
SNOWDROP DOUBLE (G-NSvahs Tlore Pteno) £ 4.00 £ 7.50 £ 14.50 
WINTER ACONTTE (Eranfitis Hyexnalis) £ 3.00 £ 9.30 £ 18.00 

ENCaJSH BLUEBELL (Scilla Non-Scrota? £5 XX) £ 9.00 £ 16.00 

SNOWDROP/ ACONTTE COLLECTIONS 
23 ’s COLLECTION CEB vt Wwmfcep anal*, 9 »Mdrap Dcubk, Acorti*) £ 11.00 
5 <?S COLLECTION eo each of. amrdrop Sngja, aunedrcp Double, Aconte) £ 20.00 
100 ’s COLLECTION uoo aadt of auvdrap Sngle, Sammtvp DcuUe, aconte) £ 38.00 
SNOWDROPS ’As Lifted* IN TRAYS 
Uftedirilhsirrufuraf dumps S placed rto trays of approx. SOO BUbs Mjnhtal cSdubance so 
excritortroaJte. TMa tam ortytorwt gusrartoadtobedl otHoweilngstze. asmectenps 
cencantetnamri ternub a TNstemlscoufgrde^patctiedaoavalatiteMaaitorKlUKOnly 
SNOWEROP SINGL E? £3^30 jwb^- SNOWDROP DOGBCEP £^50{*-"toj 

MXED TRfflT Half Doctie) £3730 pri^ 

FRHILLAKIAMELEAC3aS catafa Lift) ~ £2.30 p» 10 £2.50 per 20 

SCILLA SIBERICA £2.30 per 10 £430 per 20 

CBK3NODOXA LUCHIXAE (ffluyoftbe 9m) £3.00 per 10 £5.30 pa- 20 
EKYTHRONOIUM EAGODA absuxjttivsoti) . £6.30 pw 3 £12.30 per 10 

ALLIUM MOW Gotten Cv&d £2.30 per 20 

ALLIUM OSTRO WSHANUM £3.00 par 20 

HELLEBOROUS NICER CObtsubw SosO £3.00 per 8 £9.30 par 6 

ULY OF THE VALLEY ... £a00 jar 3 £11.50 per 10 

? r CLAR< ^ CO UM ttorwin*) £2.30 t** £11.00 per 3 

CYCLAMEN HEDEKHDUUM £2.00 aaeh £10 50 or 6 


£9.30 par 6 
£11.50 per 10 

£11.00 per 3 

£10.30 per 6 


Cheque/PO, Mastercard, Visa, Switch, Delta with Order to: 

ORCHARD NURSBfttES, Dept 1ND, Orchard Place, 
Ffe* House Road, Three Hofes, Wisbech, Cambs. PEM9JN 
TELEPHONE & FAX: 01354 638613 

COLOUR CATALOGUE FREE WITH ORDER OR SEND SAE 


: FREE catalogue 9 01342 310000 (24 HRS) FAX: 01342 310009 


(UBBENWAl«m 
KEEPS CATS OUT ^ 

Award Winning Ultrasonic 
Cat Deterence System 

by STOCK NCTRmCW 
\ STATION ROAD, YAXHAM, 

Z-SgSSSuZS NORFOLK, NR191RD 

01362 604957 


RNCH CONSERVATORIES LTD 

AWMT Holding PLC Co 

ENJOY ALL YEAR COMFORT AND SUN IN 

A FINCH CONSERVATORY 

DESIGNED TO SUIT YOUR HOME OR POOL 
AND BUDGET! 

Experienced staff cover foe UK 
No Obligation FREE Survey 
Interest Free Loans 

Freephone for brochure and Free Advice NOW! 

0800 378168 or 

FINCH, FREEPOST, SHEFFIELD S20 3GZ 
Members of the Conseivalory Association 
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School for the starry-eyed 


It is a dark and stormy night in 
West London. A crescent moon 
bobs between the clouds and a 
diverse group of men and women 
gathers to discuss the alignment of 
the planets. Sally Staples joins them. 


Astrology is a subject that bothers people. 
Even if they scoff at the whole idea, they 
may furtively scan their newspaper horo- 
scope. haunted by a hunch that just maybe 
there is something in it after all. 

Tonight a lawycr-iurned-counsellor, a 
record producer, a New Zealand child-min- 
der and a Rowan Atkinson lookalike are 
among the dozen men and women sitting 
round a table listening earnestly to tutor 
Kim Farley. She fits the bill as on astrologer 
a tall, elegant woman with a cascade of 
curfv hair, star-shaped earrings and an out- 
fit in shades of burnt orange. Surely she 
must be u fire sign. 

Kim is all warmth as her proteges step 
in from the cold, wet street. ■‘Welcome back, 
my lovelies. Missed you all.** It promises 
to be u somewhat stagey evening, but with- 
in minutes Kim has everyone's attention and 
is setting her students little tasks to help 
them to recap what they learnt in their iast 
session. 

As the evening progresses, she switch- 
es from a cosy and almost patronising ap- 
proach to one of extraordinary fluency, 
rapidly dealing with a mass of seemingly 
complex theories and mathematical phe- 
nomena. She is indeed inspirational; it is 
not hard to see how some of the class's 
sceptics have been won over to the won- 
ders of astrology. 

Kim herself is not interested in per- 
suading people to believe, but rather in ex- 
pounding the theories and explaining 
interpretations. 

‘i started on a course just like this in 
1 989," she says. “I saw what it offered, and 
spent six years getting my diploma. Now 
l am a member of the Faculty of Astro- 
logical Studies. For me astrology is about 
what things mean - not predicting what is 
going to happen. 

“I enjoy getting people to think about 
it. Yes, I do sometimes skim through 


newspaper horoscopes, but when you re- 
duce a complex issue to a few lines it makes 
it all very banal. The skill of newspaper as- 
trologers is in the writing, more than any- 
thing else; unfortunately, real astrologers 
don’t make that sort of money.” 

The 20-week course, run by Kensing- 
ton and Chelsea College for Adult Edu- 
cation, is open to complete beginners or 
those who have already dabbled in aspects 
of the planets and elements. The intro- 
duction deals with the astrological 
alphabet relating to planets, elements and 
what are called modes: cardinality, fixity 
and mutability. 

Kim starts this evening's two-hour ses- 
sion by inviting everyone to imagine a cir- 
cus, and then to relate different circus acts 



to each sign of the zodiac - based on knowl- 
edge gleaned about the signs from earlier 
sessions. 

This is good fun, if a little basic. The 
untutored would guess that a fire-eater 
might correspond to the fire sign of Aries, 
or that Siamese twins could be represent- 
ed by Gemini, but the more expert come 
up with intriguing options. The sign of Tau- 
rus was associated with elephants and other 
animal acts but also with meticulous fi- 
nancial business, and would therefore be 
most (ikefy to represent the cashier or tick- 
et collector, or even the financial backer 
of the circus. High-wire acts were associ- 
ated with Libra, psychic mind-reading 
and snake-charming with Scorpio, sad 
clowns with Capricorn, and dog acts with 
Virgo. And so it went on. 

The next exercise dealt with the 10 ba- 
sic “planets"; Sun, Moon, Mercury, Venus, 
Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus. Neptune and 
Pluto. This time Kim asked the class to 
imagine a brick wall and how the spirit of 
each planet might react to it Well, that got 


them going. A random vox pop suggested 
that Venus would have a smooch under it. 
Mars might have a quick one up against it, 
and Pluto would be more into putting black- 
tinted mirrors on it. 

Not that every reference was about sex. 
Saturn would build a scaffold around the 
wall, Neptune might dance to music be- 
side it, and Mercury might play games 
against it. 

When Korn switched the easy ex- 
ercises to describing the 12 bouses 
in astrology, the novice - such as 
me - was lost, but I could see how 
enraptured the rest of the class 
remained. They bad all done 
their own chart and bad stud- 
ied the charts of some celebri- 
ties, including Judy Garland 
and Germaine Greer, to get 
a feeling of how to interpret 
a wide range of information 
offered by the circum- 
stances, place and time of 
the subject's birth. 

Dare Mason, a record 
producer, said that he bad 
been sceptical, but was 
moved to give the course a > 
go because he had met sev- \ 
era! astrologers and had. 
been impressed with what 
they said. “I was just amazed * 
at hoW accurate my chan was. 

What I am learning now is the 
complexity of interpretation.” 

Lindsay, an erstwhile lawyer 
from London who had changed 
her profession to counselling, said she 
used her knowledge of astrology to help 
assess her clients. 

“1 have consulted an astrologer more 
than once, and each time I was very im- 
pressed. This is the first course I've been 
on, and I've found it fascinating." 

Kim Farley's 20-yveek course at tite Kensington 
and Chelsea College costs between £76 and 
£92 ( 0171-573 5333). She also offers private 
consultations in London (0171-403 6215). 
Information on courses in other parts of the 
country can be obtained from the Faculty of 
.Astrological Studies in Orpington, Kent 
{07000 790143). 


Heavens above: sky 
chart from Laffemairt 
de Betz 

Photograph; Mary Evans 
Picture Library. 



GAMES WHAT TO PLAY ON COLD WINTER EVENINGS 

CHRIS MAS LANKA 


Winter is a stressful time. The cold weather may throw families 
together on their own resources for a protracted period of 
unstructured time. What can be done to bind the disparate 
group together? What means can be found to pass the time 
less painfully? In the old days we played party games. Now we 
arc so out of touch with our creativity and have so tittle leisure 
time that games and pastimes have to be expensively packaged 
for us. Choosing the wrong sort of game can be more 
distressing than de-stressing. The trick is to match the game to 
the company. Is the game for adults only, or could children be 
included? is it a strategy game for two, or a rip-roaring team 
game? Is it a game of skill or of chance? Could it lead to board 
rage? 

Games of knowledge and skill, for example, are often 
riskier with relative strangers than games of chance, especially 
if one of the players is too competitive. There always seems to 
be an Uncle Eno figure, who, mistaking Trivial Pursuit for a 
game of knowledge, has memorised all the answers. The 
compendiousness of his knowledge in this very narrow range 
makes him feel good, but it ruins the game for the rest of us. 

Because of the element of randomness involved, the Uncle 
Eoo strategy is doomed with My First Animal Memory Game 
(2-8 players. 3+ years, Ravensburger, RRP £6.99) in which 
you shuffle paired cards and place them face down on the 
table. Players lake it in turns totum over pairs in an attempt 


to find a matching pair. If they don't the cards are replaced 
face down. The aim is to build up a picture and remember 
what is where. The photos (as you'd expect) are much more 
realistic than the usual artist's impressions, which helps when 
the aim is also to familiarise you with animals. Harry (3 1 /’) and 
Sarah (4) played it together quite contentedly while Lucy C2-V*| 
enjoyed simply pairing up their cards on her own. Could this 
game help restore the concentration and attention span so 
undermined by children's television? (Rating: p, Z) 

Siacrobats (Balancing skill for 1-4 players, 5+ years to 
adult, Ravensburger, RRP £6.99). Players are allotted a lot of 
plastic acrobats to pile on a pylon without its overbalancing. 
The formation gets increasingly rickety as the game proceeds. 
Sue (37) looks forward to playing it without the help of Sarah 
(3) who took too much delight in the structural collapse 
occasioned by her as yet unperfected balancing skills. I 
thought it might also be a good way to test hand-steadiness in 
surgeons or in drinkers (the tippler’s toppie-tesl). ( Rating: f, v) 
In Uno Slam (Card game, 2-6 players aged 7+, Spear’s, 
RRP £15; batteries not included) players match cards by 
number and colour in a race agaiast time. The bccticiiy can be 
varied by adjusting the electronic timer. The attraction for 
children is the excitement, bur I look forward to using it to 
demonstrate how even a little alcohol slows reaction times. 
(Rating; ff, v) 


The aim in Pocket Monty (Board game for two to four 
players aged 6+. Jumbo Games, £14.99) is to save £15 towards 
buying a hike while buying an item from each of four shops. 
Once I got over the uncharitable thought that you could save 
as much in real money by not buying the game at alL I found it 
easy to follow. The children enjoyed it while exercising their 
money-handling skills. Such misery' is caused to people by not 
having been laughi proper money-skills that 1 welcome this 
game. Indeed I look forward to an adult version to help you 
acquire through non-threatening play the nccessaiy skills to 
juggle PAYE. VAT and tax self-assessment. (Rating: f. v) 

If the real world is too harsh for young innocents, there’s 
always Enchanted Forest (two to six players, Ravensburger. age 
6+, for two to six players. RRP £9.99), a quieL thoughtful 
game children ran play alone or with adults. The artwork is 
solid and attractive and the instructions are easy to follow. You 
have to travel through the forest finding three treasures asked 
for. Girls may enjoy this more than boys - it’s fairy-tale stuff: 
more for Walter than Dennis the Menace. (Rating: p. Z) 

Game of Knowledge (University Games. Kids International, 
about £22.99) is billed as ‘"the educational game for children 
and their parents" and has a lot to commend it. It enables 
parents to participate in their children's education as well as 
facilitating learning through play. Each card has a question for 
a I0-15-\ear-old and one for an over-lb. This levelling makes 


it fairer for children to play it with their parents. The questions 
deal with factual information from everyday life (questions on 
nature, media, our world, sports, science) rather than with 
trivia - and yet all of us who played it enjoyed it. (Rating: f, v) 
X is for the Unexplained (two to six players aged 14+, 
Lagoon Games, RRP £9.99) is a board game based on 
paranormal trivia. But its not just Sot X Files enthusiasts. J 
derived far more pleasure from scoffing at the ‘Tacts” and tail 
stories than any sci-fi addict could possibly get from believing 
in them. Unfortunately this sharawaggi sticks in the mind like 
a burr. How will 1 ever forget that Kenji Urada met his death 
in 1981 in a Japanese factory when a robot mistook his head 
for a component that needed tightening? (Rating; p. Z) 

I enjoyed Brain Strain (two or more players in teams. 
Lagoon, RRP £19.99), but then I would, wouldn't 1? Lateral 
puzzles may not be watertight as puzzles, but as they involve 
creative thinking, finagling and the misleading use of words 
they are good for breaking the ice at parties. How many 
animals of each species did Moses take on the Ark? Answer; 
None, it was Noah. Unfair?, you cry. But so is life. AH the 
Funfair of the unfair! (Rating: f, v) 

Ratings key: p = quiet, f = noisy, ff = very noisy. 

Gome rage risk: Z = almost irritatingly inoffensive, v = tread 
carefully, w =have a friendly Relate counsellor on hand. 

Chris Maslanka r s survey will conclude next week. 


PANDORA MELLY 

GAMES PEOPLE PLAY 


Lenny Beige, 48, show-business legend 


.As a multi-faceted Lothario, I don’i have much 
leisure time, but 1 like to relax by playing a little 
mah-jong with my mother at her Bide-a-Wee-Wyle 
Home and Funeral Co-operative in Temple 
Fortune. That and Yhatxee, a dice game which I use 
to humour her more than anything else; these days 
she has no idea of what’s going on. 

My favourite game is backgammon. I play with 
Omar Sharif - when we haven'L time for a rubber of 
bridge - when I'm on tour in the Middle East or 
he's over here. It's quick, it’s easy and it’s very 
stylish, particularly if you have a monogrammed 
doc-skin case. 

When we go over to Bruce Forsyth's house on 
Boxing Day, we play pooh-sticks with cigar butts in 
his swimming pool. My Monte Cristo No 2 beats his 
slim panatella every time, and Ernie Wise still 
insists on using a cocktail Sobranie, which sinks 
without trace. 

I’ve always got time for a game on my satin 
Twister duvet cover, and if I'm supine with a young 
lady, I'U suggest that we get the Mazola out. 
Obviously 1 don’t use anything cheap like Crisp 'n' 


tj’s very little that l haven’t done, but if 
g were possible, 1 wouldn't mind playing 
ng with Sammy Davis Jr. He's been an 
ion to me. He’s dead, unfortunately, so it 
appen. I like ping-pong because you don’t . 
move. Jews don’t like to run about too 
hey're not manual workers. 
d to play a game with my brothers. It was 
rm (he star, j*7« rv the ageDt and he's the 
i " I .was only five at the lime. Funnily 
my. twin brother is still my agent. My older 
is sadlV no longer with us. He used to be my 


agent. 


late to see Lenny Beige's acclaimed 
, at last vear’s Edinburgh Festal but may 1 
bn til the Regency Rooms at the Talkof 
Drury Lane. Information from the Box 
1-4S3 2157. 


CONCISE CROSSWORD 


N oJ3528 Saturday 7 February 



I Production quantity (5) 
4 Refrigerated cabinet (7) 

8 Measure of sound (7) 

9 Short poem (5) 

10 Musical group (5) 

II Short-range photo (5-2) 
13 S African plant (4) 

15 Powerful (6) 

17 Former Scottish county 
( 6 ) 

20 Unclothed figure (4) 

22 Excuse (7) 

24 Bolivian city (23) 

26 Joint (5) 

27 Give reasons for (7) 

28 OT book (7) 

29 Wear away (5) 


1 Not the done thing (3,4) 

2 Unspoken (5) 

3 Natural home (7) 

4 Type of cloth (6) 

5 Snow house (5) 

6 Theft (7) 

7 Go over main points (5) 
12 Heavy metal (4) 

14 Keen-sighted animal (4) 
16 Small cucumber (7) 

15 Become ill again (7) 

19 Medicated tablet (7) 

21 Speaks (6) 

22 Crash (5) 

23 50-50 chances (5) 

25 Keyboard instrument (5) 


Solution to restentay’s Concise Crossword: 



Stout, 6 Slipup, 1 1 Tornado. 12 Creche, 13 Odyssey. 15 Ships, lb Rur- 
al, 17 Drank. 


BRIDGE: ALAN HIRON 



Love all: dealer East 
North 


West 

410 3 

■7AQS72 

*K4 

4KJ64 

East 

*KQ6 


484 

S7KJ1U5 4 3 



$109 8 2 


CQ J 7653 

4 none 


410973 


South 

4 A J 9 7 5 2 
?9 

CA 

4AQ8S2 



This proved an excellent hand for ihe technicians when it 
came up in the recent Macallan Pairs. As you can imagine, 
there was a wide variety of results: Four Spades played 
comfortably for an overt rick: the eventual winners 
(Helgeiuo and Helness of Norway) were allowed to play - 
the East-West cards in Three Diamonds doubled for a 
cheap escape; but the real interest came when South 
became declarer in Six Clubs after West had overcalled in 
hearts. 

Now Six Clubs looks relatively easy if you can sec only 
the North-South curds, hut the irritating 4-0 trump break 
set problems which not all declarers managed to solve. For 
example, one distinguished declarer won the diamond lead 
and laid down the ace of clubs. Now he could not recover, 
he had to lose a spade and. to establish the suit, dummy 
had to ruff. Now East was bound to score a trump trick to 
defeat the contract. 

Alfredo Versace (playing with Lorenzo Laurin, last 
year's Italian winners) was more alert to the possible 
dangers. He won the diamond lead and played a trump to 
the king to discover the bad break. He led a second trump 
through Easi. who followed with the nine, then continued 
with Ihe acc and another spade. 

Now a spade could be ruffed high with dummy's * J. 
establishing the suit, and the marked trump finesse taken 
against East’s ten. 


BACKGAMMON: CHRIS BRAY 


13 M 15 16 17 18 19 20 Z1 22 23 24 



redouble, and if he does, should White take or drop? 

How does one go about evaluating positions like this? Racing 
counts are no good and the Thorpe Count is unreliable for such a 
small number of men on the board. A combination of reference 
positions and deduction is the method to use. First we notice that 
Black will be off in three rolls or fewer unless he rolls a number 
containing a two followed immediately by another two. Double tin 
or better wiU save him a roll and win the game unless White rolls 
double six. We know that a pure three-roll position (each side has 
men andcannot miss during the bear-off) is a double and a narrow 
pass Is Wh,te better or worse than a pure three roll position? - ■ 
If Black does not roll one of his four best doubles then White h 
nun,bc * s: " whlch wns immediately - 55, 44 3^ 55 ^ 
56 V numbers .leave Black requiring a double nexttime. This 

variation happens 32/36 x 6/36 = 123 per cent of tbeX^ffWhh 

b^Teft wilh^hT ° f r ' S **** numbers then most of the time he will 
be (eft with three or four men against four of Blirk'c man t„ « 

Iwo-foii position White will wlW n "^ I “ ? P u 

»in this variation 32-36 a 14 =1 It'S Ume : Thus A=' v 

wi Bail, fairs:; “"i- “ ,bc 25 ** 

McAdam (Ealing) and Graham *5? 

w n gammon for Homers by 


-eSta 
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Putting the 
..horse before 

the car 


Learn ' n 8 to ride isn't easy 

f at least for adults. It's a 
psychological game of control 

"wwtly with yourself, but the 
. *wse has some input too, 

"rites Eric Kendo//. 

The wind’s in your hair, in the horse's 
mane, and m his UBifyou dare to look 

round. Man and beast^e^copS 

rather than synchronised, in a £,nof 
tamw trot which is about as fas" L 

you 11 go on your first timu out. 

Harlequin -a very Large cart horse 

. to the untutored eye -is a reassuring 
firs Tide. to whom the concept of gal- 
loping is as distant as it is to me. De- 
signed for pulling ploughs rather than 
" ca y r y in S people, he cultivates the aari- 

cultpral look by wearing his hair long 
at the ankles. He’s ideal for a steady 

nde as long as speed isn’t on the agen- 
da. Despite his enormous height, his 
proportionate breadth makes sitting on 
him a bit like being on an elephant, in 
terms of the secure feel of his huge 
back. But it’s a long way down, whether 
measured in hands, feet, or fractions 
of a furlong. 

Half the battle when learning how 
to ride is keeping your nerve and main- 
taining a big pretence - not letting the 
horse know you might be scared. 
There’s also the question of balance. 
You think you've got it. and then 
some smart Alec tells you to trot on a 
horse without a saddle and with your 
arms in the air. at which point you dis- 
cover that your bead is heavier than 
your bottom, your feet and your boots 
fH 1 combined. To make any progress, 
hours on horseback need to be docked 
up in pursuit of the rider’s Holy Grail: 
a good seat. 

Well before that stage, certain 
movements become second nature - 
being pulled briskly down the neck of 
the animal whenever it gets within 
range of ground-level greenery, and jig- 
gling along at a trot before anyone’s ' 
explained bow to “rise”. And you . 
don’t need an A-level in equine science 


to recognise the rearing head, bared 
toeth and laid-back ears of a cross horse 
mat s been run into once too often by 
one of ns stablemates - it can only 
““•n ttutohle. specially if your“scai” 
still eludes you. 

Other than rearing and bucking, the 
bolt is the main thing to lose sleep over. 
Its a swift and unstoppable progres- 
sion through the gears from zero to flat 
out, and is the most telling moment in 
a would-be rider's career. You discover 
how fast a horse can go when it real- 
ly wants to, rather than when you’re 
asking it to. There is a difference. 

You don’t have to be interested in 
fox-hunting or polo to warn to ride. For 
many, it’s the sensation of speed and 
a power that’s almost part of you, ex- 
perienced in deep, quiet countryside 
- a bucolic adrenaline kick. There’s also 
the practical ride, even in this age: hors- 
es as transport, particularly in areas 
where it’s hard on fool and impossi- 
ble in a vehicle. The logical, adven- 
turous extension of this is to reach 
Britain’s and the rest of the world’s un- 
spoilt comers on horseback before 
someone arrives with the Tarmac. 
Even areas that do have Jeep or car ac- 
cess can be infinitely better seen from 
the saddle - on a horseback safari you 
gallop with the herd of zebra, rather 
than watching them from a minibus 
through a telephoto lens. 

Learning to ride 

The British Horse Society (01203 
414118) approves and monitors riding 
schools throughout the country. Con- 
tact them for details of approved local 
schools. A good alternative to “normal” 
country riding is on the coast. Long 
beaches offer potential gallops on 
miles of hard-packed san± Pakefield 
Riding School Suffolk (01502 572257); 
Rose Acre Riding School, Norfolk 
(01263 720671); Iterance Riding 
School Cornwall (01637 872699); Clyn 
Du Riding Centre, Wales (01554 
832546). 

A number of companies offer rid- 
ing holidays all over the world. Most 



cater to experienced riders; on safari, 
“you must be able to gallop out of 
trouble". Other, more mountainous ar- 
eas need less ridinv u?.pcriencc, as the 
altitude and terr;:: . restricts any po 
icnlial for equine high jinks, and the 
likelihood of coming across threaten- 
ing wild animals is remote. Ride 
World Wide (0171 735 J 144) includes 
opportunities for expert and novice 
without just mixing them Together in 
a big group (sometimes a problem on 
large US dude ranches). Their trip to 
the Chilean Andes (where endurance 
is the key, with four to six hours a day 
in the saddle) has been enjoyed by rid- 
ers with as tittle as four months' rid 
ing experience. 


One of the most appealing aspects of 
riding abroad is dressing up in real 
cowboy gear. Likewise, the typical 


Riding the waves: coast riding 
offers potential gallops on miles 
of hard-packed sand 

Photograph. Penny Kendall 


British outfit must he responsible for 
more people not taking up riding than 
any other factor, though the latest gen- 
eration of helmets should further re- 
duce the risk of head injury in a fall 
or, more amusingly, during low-branch 
encounters. 

The idea of jodhpurs is thai the 
seams are in the right, non-chafing, 
place 5 Th-Jr Fgure -hugging aspect also 


cnsui . .thr! folds of material can’t rock 


up I --tween you and the horse. Jeans 
will rob the insides of your legs but will 
do initially; gloves are useful. Most vi 
tal is a pair of bools that won’t easily 
allow your fool to slip through the stir- 
rup (they should have a heel). 


WHAT. WHEN 


WHERE 



Take a Hornby 
(JO train to 
Uherston, near 
Morecambe 
Bay, on S 
February. On 
Sunday, 

Ulverston, 
birthplace of 
Stan Laurel and 
site of the 
world’s only 

Laurel and . ’ , . . 

Hardy museum, will be pari id with toys and miniature transport systems at the an n ual Toy 
and Train Fair in the town o ntre. .. 

Tav and Train Fair. Coronatu i Hall County Square, Ulverston, Cumbria (01229 5S2o70j. 
10am-4pm. Entrance SOp. Sdly Kmdberg 



TEL: 0171 293 2222 


CLASSIFIED: INDEPENDENT TRADERS 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


Fbr Sales 


Fbr Sales 


OUTDOOR CLOTHING WINTER SALE!! 

UP TO 25* OFF PRICES m OUR REGATm OUTDOOR CLOTHINC BROCHURE. 

THESE LOW E&ICES ONLY POSSIBLE BY DtRECT MAILORDER. ALL OBDKBSSB1W POST FREE 

EXAMPLE: Style mercury mi shown) TVip 
Quality 380ft anti-pill fleece jackets were £44 
now only £33.00 poet Dee, gave £11.00 Other 
fleeces from £2 LOO. 

Also large range of quality waterproof jacket*. 
: *y many interactive with onr fleece*, pin* 
b wlfi i iM iw. action troogara. waterproof 
ivertnjuwni otc.. for rru-n. women and children. 

Pi J * ^ low prices!! Phone today Tor brochure, 
sr-i: FREE COLOUR BROCHURE 84hra 

Phone: 07071 22S550 

gggSHSf Fax: 01579 351433 

• rlMPi cocntict lifestyle BB 

9 nwiamtM ohxtharij. 




* 2, 8RI8TON ORCHARD. 

St HELLION. CORNWALL PLU 8RQ 


le Mercury: ’ 


r380g anti-pin fleece Jackets wEreT44wwo«fr£33pOBt free! 


SALE 


Secure, 3-bike storage 

£ 29.95 incp&p. 





House & Home 


^ubfStorf jE gr 

I rn ■ Infinitely adaptable 

El — ■\ rrrTr [ home storage and 

| | I shelving systems. 

I I I ^ oor standing or 

1 _ y rt°l wall mounted. 

Eh ’ — =^1 ' Versatile, practical 

jj- - " ~~ - ' factory prices. 

IB — Z — [ — — Choice of finishes 

| | _ ~ H including natural 

, 1 1 , I beech veneers. 

□aitHgodi Roid. Em Crtmad-Mta Swou rhi9 2 hl Oe/fvered in dayS- 

FORFREE BROCHURE Nal 67 CALL 01342 310033 (24 HOURS) 



Valentines Gifts 


l@ir© 

Si 



. Don't forget 
to mention^. 
The Independent 1 , 
when replying 
".-to adverts “ 


Collecting 




WE SPECIALISE I* TWULEsP 

HAMPSHIRE P012 -NR 
TEL/FAX: 01705 580359 


FICTION wrtters 

Let isprffehi promote 
and markriyouf novel on 

: afee basis. 

" waatedetatetb: 

-BHhWs«.SutoH. 

-MastoHdfcOww*^ 

- • WFtnse»5m. 
fine 01M234SB2* - 


94k Pendant Cress cofltainlnfl 
the sacred Jordan 

earth 

^ Eacft gift off™ 

hasac8f !S!L < i?!Sfflv 

Cost £25 (P&P *w) 

amBabtefrem: 

ILBragranc* 

-jsaw» 3 - 




q THE 

CLASSIC 
HANGING RAIL 

bAatrU qwlity, 

pmfafc nd mSy nond. Th* auini 
rai a q y—MM lir W Web iad 
conn b J I nyda . O' Bad t\ pud 
nd iJOropMiwIy A 
pnvrilBdnHdiUra^Wad 
B mU u lht t. h 

■ piiadaljini^]. 


Soerarf, TM4 6KD. 
Td 01935 826338 «r 
fis 01935 823330. 


GENUINE 

BIRTHDAY! 


NEWSPAPERS 



Fabulous Gifts 

far 

Valentine's Day 

Lingerie 
ChocmJ Rates 
Goody Boxes 
ChumpOfnc 

www4lr.ltd.uk 

01743 241962 


Food & Wine 


in a lop French vineyard. 
Quality vine and great fan 

A LDV7QUE GOT 

For 0 brochure ring 


i’/iV." A‘.v;'/5 

[ — 7 i L . . I ;71ir| 

Wm 

la 





L8?. 688 6323 

of call n ; :e 0500 520 000 





FOB THE FEXSONWHO THINKS 


THEY HAVE EVEBYTULVC 
PaKnutbcd Hand Cratod Beer 
Ymu uniquem^^c printed on 

No additivin lx preservatives, 

pesticide fince hops. 
ORDER now for Unique Gift 
4x3?0ml Bottles £BJ>5 
lin presentation packl 
UK 72hr Krvkx £L55 
tMffton B nta pir y 
0X505 4502*7 


RAINBOW FLOWERS 
fy POST from 

GUERNSEY 

for Birthdays, Thank Yous 
and Anniversaries 


MUtownnnswssH 


Visit our feet ary and superstore showrooms to 
see the worlds largest display of fine English 
solid Mahogany, Walnut, Yew & Birdseye 
Maple antique replica furniture made by 
master craftsmen to a standard unsurpassed 
this century or phone for brochure. 
Mon-Sot 9am-5.30pm 

BRITISH ANTIQUE REPLICAS 

16 SCHOOL CLQSH, QUHEN SU ZAKgTH AVU, B URGESS HHX- 
tarntN <wiwck 4 nranus) WEST SUSSEX SBU5 WOE 

Tel: 01444 245577 


Valentines Gifts 


A Wicked Yalentine 

Onr wicked pack of playing cards is iDnstraed with 
erotic scenes by the witty and uninhibi.ted Sylvie 
Jones. North plays whh Sooth. East toys with WiesL 
Here a royal flush, 
there a high tramp. 
Explicit suggestions 
for any number of 
games you might 
play widt your 
Valentine. 54 
Valentine's Day 
cads, you’ll find, say 
mere than one. 




-V •; 


ONS MIXED COLOURS MEED BOUQUET MIXED COLOURS 

CIO lO Luxury £11150 SM 10 Luxury Carnations & 

C18 |8 Lnxmy £1400 15 Lnxnxy Preesias £1495 

iLuxmy flfiRS 

& IM 15 Luxtuy Carnations & 

) Poqy £10S5 25 Lttxmy Frearias £lfiJ5 

ILuxuiy £1255 LUXURY SEASONAL BOUQUETS 

I Luxury £1455 MS Medium £1495 

iLnxniy £17^5 IS large £1755 

£ASEADD a FOR DECOTATIVE RIBBON AND BOW. ADD £5 FOR 
*SS AIRMAIL FOR EUROPE, CANADA AND USA r CARNATIONS ONLY; 

TO ORDER 01481 723513 

iflowers an rarefulh' Selected and wrapped in cellophane then packed' with 
mr message, flow^Riod aiMi vase Hie instructions. DeUvtjy is by First Clus 
Stel and maaDj takes 24 to 49 hotm 



is by First Class 


To advertise in this section piease call the 

Independent Traders Team on 0171 293 2323. 


Any further decaih or < 
I CMS. London. SWIO 
Fax 0171-244 8999. 

hcqx//www£piors.idc 


A Wicked Pack 
is £2495 


urns to BPS, Degc ITH, PO Box 
X Freephone OHIO 02£ 25 24. 
Or order on our website 


the Erotic Print Society . 


Please moke i 


.......Arrival Date.... 

rable to: RAINBOW FLOWERS PO BOX 540. 
! PORT, GUERNSEY G^’l 6HG 
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14/fWINTER OLYMPICS 




# 


Downhillers have to lea ! p off garage roof but no one’s allowed to dangle from the wardrobe 



MIKE 

ROWBOTTOM 

ON OLYMPIAN 
EFFORTS TO 
MASTER LOCAL 
CUSTOMS 


The service road outside 
Tokyo's Narita Airport was 
empty. Gesturing to us to wait 
on the pavement, the police- 
man took a whistle from his belt 
and blew it. He then gestured 
to us to cross the service road. 
It was an interesting introduc- 
tion to Japan. 

On the bus ride into 
Nagano, where we members of 
the Fourth Estate were to re- 
port on the XVIII Winter 
Olympics, our young guide did 
what he could to divert our at- 
tention from the tedium of the 
journey. 

“We are going through the 
centre of Tokyo now so you will 
see lots of ^buildings. Thank 
you,” 

There were indeed many 
bufldings to be seen on our slow 
progress along the freeway 
which cuts through the city at 
seventh floor level. Had they 
been trees, the slimmer of the 



densely packed tower blocks 
i around us would have withered 
' away through lack of sunlight. 
'! It had taken us almost two 
(hours to reach Tokyo from the 
irt. As We crossed over a 
iy line, the bullet train to 
agano passed right under- 
neath us, Us beak-like front sec- 
tion cleaving the air. 

; “The Shinkansen is going 
underneath us now. The 
Shinkansen is the fastest train 
in Japan.” 

i< A little home groan went 
through the bus as a few of us 
sjhifted on seats that were just 
fraction too narrow for the 
uinan back. 

“We will be going for six 
JYours," our guide went on. “It 
niay be more. So you can do 
whatever you want.’' 

| The range of possibilities 
appeared limited. 

1 "Sleep or chat or whatever 
ycj>u want. But please don't 


.9 


stretch your arms out of the 
windows because this is very 
dangerous.” 

Located six hours later in 
my little room with a view 
over the cement factory, T de- 
tected a similar tone in a sheet 
of instructions regarding cor- 
rect usage of my furniture. . 

There was apparently a pos- 
sibility that moulds and bacte- 
ria might grow behind the 
furniture if it were situated too 
close to the wall. A mi nimum 
distance of 10 centimetres was 
recommended. I made a men- 
tal note to check that statistic 
at an appropriate time. 

“Do not stand or jump on 
the furniture,” the instruction 
went on. “You could lose your 
balance, fall and be injured. 
These acts may also shorten the 
life of the furniture” 

By way of illustration, two 
erring stick men were pictured, 
half obliterated by large cross- 


es. The first was falling back- 
wards off a chair from a stand- 
ing position, a book flying out 
of his band. The second, un- 
accountably, was hanging from 
the tap of his opened wardrobe 
door with both hands. No clue 
was given as to what might have 
moved him to such an act of 
desperation. 

I had not realised that asam- 
ple desk, chair and wardrobe 
could harbour such peril. 

Whs this unnerving aware- 
ness, a national trait, I won- 
dered, or merely a local 
peculiarity? Whatever, it was an 
interesting introduction to my 
Olympic lodgings. 

The concrete factory, in its 
way, said a lot about the coex- 
istence of tbe Olympics and this 
sprawling, low-rise, industri- 
alised town, trapped in its own 
net of telephone wires. 

A blue Olympic symbol, 
complete with the inevitable 


sponsor’s name, has simply 
been attached to the highest 
convenient vantage point - 
which happens to be this fac- 
tory's central tower. 

But if that juxtaposition ap- 
pears odd, there are other 
anomalies about these Games 
that are even harder to take in. 

Qne of the stated aims of 
tbe Nagano Olympics is “to pay 
homage to nature.” Accord- 
ingly, there has been much at- 
tention given to environmental 
issues. 

A small forest, natural habi- 
tat to several, rare birds, has 
been painstakingly transplant- 
ed from the biathlon course. 

The downhill skiing coarse 
at Hakuba has also been 
shaped by environmental pres- 
sures. Its length has been cur- 
tailed by the need to safeguard 
national park land at the top of 
the mountain. And its first big 
jump has been specially con- 


structed to ensure racers fly 
well over a section where rare 
alpine flowers grow. Graham 
Bell, Britain's veteran down- 
biller, likened the experience to 
jumping off a garage roof. 

Yet this is a town where traf- 
fic pollution is so bad that 
many of the inhabitants walk 
the streets with face masks on. 
Outside the main Olympic vil- 


rings is on display in front of a 
factory issuing yellow smoke 
into the air from two stacks. 

Among those trying to take 
in the more opaque Japanese 
customs this week was the 
minister for sport, Tony Banks. 
He was, he said, looking for- 
ward to seeing tbe downhill ski- 
ing, although be was happy to 
acknowledge that his native 
landscape in West Ham had not 
prepared him for anything like 
the Hakuba. Not unless one 
counted the dry skiing facilities 


at Beckton - “the Beckton 
Alps” - as he had it. 

Later in the week, the min- 
ister plans to try to fathom the 
mysteries of curling. That 
should provide him with an- . 
other mountain to climb. 

Wandering through Nagano 
town centre on the way to the 
function at which the Minister 
appeared, 1 had become aware 
of an elderly Japanese gentle- 
man in a baseball cap dosing in 
on me with intense benevolence. 

“Where you from?” he 
asked, smiling alarmingly. 

“From England.” 

“England?” 

“Yes ” 

"Diana,” he said. 

“Diana?” 

"Diana. Yes. Diana. She 
dead." 

He was still grinning. I 
smiled, and quickened my step. 
It was an interesting introduc- 
tion to Japanese conversation. 


Monster of 
the slopes 
aims to join 
the giants 


A former bricklayer who 
was dumped from ski 
school is poised to put 
Austria back on the 
summit of Olympic 
alpine racing. 

Mika Rowbottom reports 
from Nagano, Japan, on 
the fall and rise of the 
gravity-defying Hermann 
Maier. 


There has been much earnest 
discussion this week about the 
quality of the snow here. Unlike 
the powdery snow on which the 
Europeans race, it is wet - the 
reason being that 
these mountains 
in the heartland 
of Japan form a 
natural battle- 
ground for the 
warm air coming 
in from the Pa- 
cific, and the cold 
Siberian air from 
the opposite di- 
rection. 

Result: snow 1 8 

which makes ski 
racing unpredictable, Germany’s 
Katja Seizin ger summarised the 
fears of competitors when she de- 
scribed the courses as “a lottery". 

So when the most startling 
new talent in tbe sport, Hermann 
Maier, arrived for the winter 
Games, there was one very ob- 
vious question to ask, 

“Hermann, what do you 
make of the snow in Nagano?” 

“Well,” the Austrian replied. 



NAGANO 

19 9 8 


“It's just as white as it is in 
Flachau.” And the mighty 
shoulders which have powered 
him into a virtually unassailable 
position in the World Cup 
standings shook with laughter. 

The nicknames which this 
bear of a man has been given - 
“Monster”, “The Herminator? 
- are pointers to the awe in 
which he has come to be re- 
garded in the world of siding. 

This season be is poised to 
become the first Austrian to win 
the overall World Cup title 
since Karl Schranz in 1969, hav- 
ing won 11 events so far in down- 
hill, giant slalom, super-giant 
slalom races and combined. 

That kind of performance, 
across that 
range of disci- 
plines, puts him 
in the company 
of the greats. 
Graham Bell, 
Britain's five- 
times Olympic 
skier, likens 
what Maier is 
doing this sea- 
son to the per- 
formances of 
Jean-Claude 

Killy, Ingem ar Stenmark and 
Alberto Tamba. “But they were 
doing it in their prime,” he said, 
“And Maier is doing it from 
nowhere.” 

Tbe circumstances of the 
Austrian's fail and rise are the 
stuff of comic books - a ski ver- 
sion of Alf Tupper, “Tough of 
the Track**, in The Hotspur. 

After being dropped from 
the Austrian national ski pro- 



Mountain man: Austria's Hermann Maier launches himself down the Hakuba piste during practice for tomorrow's downhill 


Photograph: AP 


gnunm£ at the age of 15 because 
of a kriee injury, be became a 
briddaj’er, while working as a 
part-tune ski instructor on the 
slopes of his native Flachau. 

Years of slapping mortar 
and carrying bricks transformed 
the undersized teenager. He is 
under six foot tail, but to his op- 
ponents he appears almost six 
feet wide. “It turned out to be 
good training, " be said. 

The -opportunity to return to 
the top ffigfrteamein 1996 when 
the WcjjrJd Cup tour arrived in 
his honuetown. As a man who 
was weJU acquainted with the 
slopes, tie was asked by the race 
organisers to become a fore- 
runner, a volunteer job which 
emails skiing tbe course before 


tbe competitors to remove 
loose snow. 

Maier was well aware that all 
the leading Austrian officials 
would be watching; so he took 
an audacious risk. Like an ath- 
letics pacemaker with ideas 
above his station, Maier shift- 
ed himself down the mountain 
with the abandon which has 
characterised all his racing The 
result is now the stuff of legend. 

“It was a lot of pressure, 
that's for sure.” Maier said at 
tbe time. “1 knew it was the last 
chance for me to make some- 
thing happen in my career. But 
when I left the starting gate, I 
wasn't thinking of the pres- 
sure. I just wanted to ski well, 
and to have fun. I went for it.” 


And it went for him -he end- 
ed the day 12th fastest and was 
soon being sent to compete on 
the 1996 European Cup circuit, 
which he won. He registered his 
first victory in a World Oip event 
at Gamrisch early in 1997 and his 
first foil World Cup season has 
been stunningly productive. 

He has been the leading fig- 
ure in a huge Austrian revival this 
season - in the world rankings, 
they provide seven of the top 10 
male skiers. But unlike his col- 
leagues. Maier s success does not 
have its roots in the hyper-effi- 
cient Austrian training regime. 

“Maier is the new phenome- 
non in skiing," said the Ameri- 
can Tommy Moe, who defends 
his Olympic downhill title to- 


morrow morning. “He’s raising 
the whole level of interest in ski- 
ing. He is a real monster. You 
can understand whey they call 
him Hermann Munster. He's 
got so much more hunger, be- 
cause he’s so new to it all. 

"He cheats gravity. His 
strength and balance make him 
so fast that for me he is the 
favourite here in three events. 

"But he is beatable. Re- 
member, Americans always rise 
to the Olympic Games and 
Austrians don’t” 

Moe’s victory at the Ulle- 
bammer Games provided a 
similar shock for the European 
racers as his compatriot Bill 
Johnson’s gold medal in the 
downhill at the 1984 Games. 


But it would be a major up- 
set if the Austrians failed to re- 
flect their dominance on the 
slopes of Hakuba this week. 

Maier, who finished in the 
top 10 during both days of 
downhill practice, has played 
down his chances, forecasting 
that the course - technically 
challenging, but not as steep as 
he likes - is more suited to his 
team-mate Andreas Schifferer. 

“Usually in practice you will 
see Maier concentrating on dif- 
ferent sections of the course 
during each run,” Bell said. 
“He will blast one bit, then ease 
down on the next. But on tbe 
day, he will put it all together.” 

Hakuba, and (he world, 
awaits. 


Weekend timetable 

(Timas h GMT) 

Today 

Opening ceremony: Q2j00 
Ice hockey: Men: Preliminary 
round: Italy v Kazakhstan 0700; 
Austria v Slovakia 0700; Germany 
v Japan riOO; France vBeteius ttoa 

Tomorrow 

Alpine skBncp Marts downhffl 0U5 
Cross-country sfcfln^ women's 6- 
km Classic style OODO. 

Freestyle skfing: Merte and womerfe 
moguls, e fimh a tton round 0030. 


Snowboarding: Man's giant 
slalom, first leg 0030. Second teg 
04ACL 

Speed skating: Men's 5,000m 
0600 

Figure skating: Pairs short pro- 
gramme noa 

Ice hockey; Men: F’rekninary nxnd: 
Austria v Kazakhstan 0500; Slova- 
kia v Italy 0900l Women: Sweeten 
v Finland 0300; Canada v Japan 
07D0; Chile v United States T10Q 
Luge: Marts single* first run 0500. 

TV times 

This afternoon: BBC2: Opening 


carerTXXTWligrtights 1655-1715. 
Tonight BBC1: Alpine skiing 
'mens ddwnhfl) and snowboard- 
(merfs ( giant slalom first round) 

l 

TomorroWr: B6C2: Alpine skiing 
[men’s ctownbffl), snowboarding 
[mart's paint slalom), figure skating 
(pairs shnrt programme), luge 
{men’s first and second runs), 
women’s ] Ice hockey, women’s 
ntry skiing &30-1&05. 
BBC 1: Women's curing, men's 
alpine skii ig (combined, downhill), 
women's snowboarding (giant 
slalom):' 

24 hours I per day: EurosporL 


From plastic to fantastic: the first and only Springbok skier 


jft* SNOW REPORT 

aOW 


Sid Hotline 

l m~rr snow and weather reports 
from 200+ resorts in Europe and 
North America. 

Voir* reports 0891 333 110 + code 
Fax reports 0897 SOO 086 + code 

For a fcittfist of all ska codes by 
voice or fax rial 09 90 BO 843 


Ski Snapshot 
Ac a glance to snow conditions at 
ower 200 resorts workJ-wfde 
0B97S006U 

in association with 
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Calls to 0891 numbers cost 


SOp/mln; to 08975 numbers ifljmln at all times, Helpline 0990 03 345 


The inspirations for Alex 
Heath’s journey to the 
giant slalom in Nagano 
came from a pencil case 
and a dry slope in Kent. 
Andrew Martin meets the 
lone Springbok skier. 

As unlikely sporting achieve- 
ments go, Alex Heath's ranks, at 
a glance, alongside the Jamaican 
bohsleigh team, celebrated ifi the 
Walt Disney film Cool Runnings. 
But whereas the Jamaicans were 
hopeless, plucky triers, there is 
nothing Mickey Mouse about 
Heath's Olympic challenge in the 
giant slalom in Nagano. 

Heath is South Africa's first 
Olympic skier. And what makes 
tbe 3 9-year-old more extraordi- 
nary still is that be learned to ski 
not on snow-capped peaks - 
South Africa has only one small 
ski resort - but on tbe dry ski 
slopes of Kent. 

Heath's journey from the 
land of the Bokke to Colorado 
where he now trains via Eng- 
land's garden county hi intrigu- 
ing. After all, surely what every 
young South African - even one 
with an English father - wants 
is to don the green and gold jer- 
sey of the Springbok, or perhaps 
play some cricket, football even. 

Heath excelled at all the 
above at school, but. he chose 



Alex Heath, on a dry slope in England where he learned how to ski, will become South 
Africa’s first Olympic skier ax Nagano Photograph: Robert Hal lam 


instead to pursue the unlikeliest 
of goals because of a simple gift. 
On the eve of his family's de- 
parture for England when he 
was eight. Heath was given a 
pencil case by a friend. It bore 
a picture of a downhill racer, an 
image so different and inspir- 
ing that Heath was enthralled. 

“I didn’t know what skiing 
was really, and I'd never seen 
snow," he said. “I said to my 
parents, 'when i get to England, 
I’ll be able 10 do this*." 

“At least the Alps arc 6,000 
miles closer," his bemused 
parents replied. 


But the determined young- 
ster was not in such a hopeless 
situation, since he soon dis- 
covered a 30m artificial slope in 
Folkestone eight miles from 
his new home. “I just absolutely 
loved it; there was nothing else 
I wanted to do,” he recalls. “I 
didn't know what to expect but 
I look to it quite well and loved 
trying to go faster and foster.” 

Barely a few months after his 
first tentative descents, he was 
clutching his first medal as a vic- 
torious member of his primary 
school's B team. 

Heath's determination to 


succeed manifested itself, 
painfully, in regular, high-speed 
tumbles. But improvement was 
rapid and Heath progressed to 
longer slopes and stiffer com- 
petition. He even sided on snow 
at the age of 12. 

The determination eventu- 
ally paid off and Heath was the 
All England juniorchampion for 
two years. Other senior titles fol- 
lowed and he joined a ski club 
in Wsngen where he received 
tuition from Austrian coaches. 
Heath switched to snow foil time 
at the WucrvUle Ski Academy 
in New Hampshire. 


Web South Africa shrugging 
off its pariah status, Heath be-, 
came tbe country’s only world- 
ranked skier in 1994. And having - 
gained sufficient points through 
raring in the United States, he 
competed at the Wforld Chain- .■ 
pionships in Sierra Nevada; 
Spain, where he was the youngest 
competitor. There he improved 
11 places on his start number of : 
79 in the super-G and he fonshed 
30th in the slalom and gian t . 
slalom. From plastic to fantastic', 
in barely six years. 

While recovering from a 
cracked skull (after falling from 
a chin-up bar) he finished in 
42nd place in a field of 110 in 
last year's World Cbampi-.- 
onships in Sestriere, Italy. 

Injury has limited his quail- 
fica (ion for Nagano to the giant . 
slalom alone, but be is far from - 
daunted “They say that the 
course is going to be bard. But . 
Fm not going to change to way 
I am and in the future, hopefully, ■ 
I'M finish more than I fail . 

"Fm fortunate in that Pm 19. . 
now and I've already been to two 
Warid Championships -Tye gpt 
all that experience now, and FD. • 
be going to an Olympic Gaines ’] 
well before my competitive peak 

so I'm getting unbelievably valu- , 

able experience." 

Unlikely as it sounds, South 
Africa's man of Kent may, one; ‘ 
day, be its first man erf gold.-. • 


* 




Samaranch 
backs Games 
in S Africa 


South Africa were yesterday 
given tbe strongest hint that 
they will be the county to 
bring the Olympics to Africa 
for-the first time. 

Tbe endorsement of the 
Rainbow Nation came from 
the highest source. Juan Anto- 
nio Samaranch, the president of 
the International Olympic 
Committee, said that he hoped 
the Olympic Games wfll go to 
South Africa in 2008. 

Cape Town was among the 
bidding cities for the . 2004 
Games, which were awarded to 
Athens last September. The 
venue for the 2008 Games will 
be selected in 2001. 

“One continent is missing," 
Samaranch said in Nagano. 

“We hope in 2008 there will 
come other candidates from 
Africa. We hope very much we 
can bold tbe Games one day on 
this continent." 

Other South African cities, 
including Pretoria and Johan- 
nesburg, are considered po- 
tential bidders. 

“I’m not speaking only of 
Cape Town, 7 ' Samaranch said, 

“It’s up to their national 
Olympic committee to deride if 
other South African cities can / 

bid for the games." * 

Osaka and Buenos Aires 
are the only declared ca nd ida te s 
so far for 2008, although Paris 
is considering a bid. 

Samaranch's comments 
came in response to a question 
from a Chinese television re- 
porter, who asked whether the 
Games would go to another 
continent after Europe in 2004; 

Peking was a narrow loser to 
Sydney inthe race for the 2000 
Games and China - notwith- 
standing the damage caused by 
recent doping scandals at swim- 
ming's World Championships - ' 

is considering a 2008 bid which j 
could centre on Canton or 
Shanghai. 
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Greyhound, glitz as 
going to the dogs 
goes upmarket 


Down at the dogs, business is booming. “Any- 
one who comes through the gates once will 
be a convert," is the motto of greyhound rac- 
ing's administrators, and a promotional blitz 
throughout 1997 is thought to have persuaded 
100,000 spectators to pay their first visit to 
a track. 

Attendances figures for the year are es- 
timated to have risen by 15 per cent, a surge 
in popularity which even football’s Pre- 
miership would struggle to match. 

Our pictures capture a flavour of the ac- 
tion at Walthamstow, generally reckoned to 
be the Ascot of the greyhound racing world, 
and Hove, the home track of Ballyregan Bob. 
who is still - along with Mick The Miller - 
one of the few racing dogs most people have 
heard of. 

The sport may at last be shedding its 
downmarket image of shabby stadiums and 
substandard facilities, with investment and 
modernisation now the name of the game. 
In the trackside restaurants it is no longer a 
case of “whatever you like as long as it’s in 
a basket” and there is always the chance that 
one lucky bet will cover the biH 

- Greg Wood 

• Copies of these photographs - and any others by 
the Independent and Independent on Sunday pho- 

tognphos David Ashdown, Peter Jay and Robert HaT 

lam - can be ordered by tetephonkig 0171 293 2534 
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SAN DOWN 


1.25 Sir Talbot 
1.55 Leotard 
2.30 Debutante Days 
3.05 Cytor Malta 


HYPERION 

* 3.35 Yeoman Warrior 
4.10 BIG STRAND <nap) 
4.40 Colour Code 


*ne ahwid bo just rigw and w» enable Shadow Leader to brteg ha ftntsWng speed hto 
ptay who a marghafly batter oft with Shadow Leader, dnfteri from evBna to 

7-4 tt Hampton and was aB si ms on the ground. David rjktnteon'3 runner had beam 
Kat awi w ith a ton te hand doaptte the neck warning margin at Kempton m October and. 
^ srm o wlaade i;wa be a tgfarant proposition on thtatBstaurface.SannianKKv more 
tb anforee lengtte behind fm Suppose In me Champion Hureifl. has twice finished In tent 
of nfchard Ftawrt runner Ms season and should again haw Ns measure tare. Moreno 
is unbeaten in six starts owr timber, putting up har best cSspioy ta ttw torts Shier Trophy 
at Chepstow In November on her reappearance. She may lac* ihe speed c* the two prin- 
cipals at rite trip. Selection: SHADOW LEADER 


@53 


TOTE BOOKMAKERS SAN DOWN HANDICAP 
HURDLE (Grade 3) (CLASS A) £40,000 2m 61 

iflOM 

smf&qisaancfc*p 


C4 


1 4SQ51 UJSTINGVimcr)(tnyDui^NTwstn^ij«( 6120 pad JGaMaWhfl) 

cxaige /wop »»*» shews, ir*a( Me i - 

2 1-m* MMa^^PAJptnstw}UPipeBTijD. 


anwBUgrasniiBsre«iMsm,ea«nU(nenapaB 
P^sz pnwcsuLr ~ 


« 4502D 


PRMCBU. (W) (D) Pfi (Mwt Mctea) Ms J Ptoran? It 7 
Lgfetrte ana oaipt&nttreteEgfll Ha stows/ J(ghf Mace 
inonSH jag Pdm Rsettfr*) N ^wiKlarem_. 


GOING: Good (Good to firm m places in back straight}. 

• Rght-rtand cotree with stiff lances anti an uphi finish. 

• Course is on A307. 4m s of Kngstoa Esher station (service from London, Wteterica) 
adjoins course. ADMISSION: CM> £17; Jmor Stub (ir-SlynJ CM; Grandstand CtS; Park 
endosurs ES CAR PARK: Free parking araiabte. 

• LEADING TRAINERS: □ Nicholson 22 wtenars from BS rumors (259%), J Gifford 17- 
05 (08%). J Old 14-47 (298%). N Henderson 9-88 (105%). 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: R Dunwoody 23 winners tram 98 rides (238%), A P McCoy 14- 
73 (S2%). HA Fitzgerald 10-102 /aa%). C Mauds 7-30 (3313%). 

• FAVOURITES: 126 Wis n 333 races 1378%). 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Cotour Cdde ft40J. 


3.05 


SCILLY ISLES NOVICE CHASE (Grade 1) 
(CLASS A) £33,000 added 2m 4f 110yds £20,752 

-EBI CH^SpNG(4ffl®SlteAO8*«tSOoi»afl0 

O-Hn Muawrpixpare^PHoteTBfl ^ZUZZ. — 

D-OtU 


fort Mjo cop «anp»sw 


and grey cfe&Mvratfsesws, gray wrote redcap 


XAhfuu(3) 
.8 Dunwoody 
CU M W ff yn 


C4 


5 -ff2W BlKKH(HiSEBCIY'H9(DUTteBartnrBaf4DNctnbatB113 HWMawwn 

6 CEP- JATHE (CAN) 008) (D) f&2n Pta & losing) Mr* M JorKS 7 It 2 — -__~D &Wg»*«r 
U&t tea dtextes chamn, rtetnb on teaSa %ttteo cap, dsi tea tow 


EULOGY 08) mflGxpat ft tore an 

■flWB WflYVW»SWGpi)^B^^^^Rte)^Tnfi 


4 iDP-tl 


.JlOanmodr 

.0 Sridgmer 
.-CU nml y n 


21E-3 BIG STRAND nAjC Janes) URpe Bit 0 — 
• iWDKaasrekiffMnaadvred 


JVP McCoy 


.. -J ahues and cap 

IMF FRSENDSHIPp^CCDjm^anB^WBwnJNHsrdanmBSB-MAFteB*"" 

ilwnrejeAwr _ „ p raven 


— T QMambo 


1.25 


RIPLEY HURDLE (CLASS D) £5,000 added to stakes 4YO 
2m 110yds 


b -asm 


1 2Fl CITY HALL (28) (CD) IMs R F Key B Ms V Vtad) MsVWMTIS N 

2 1 SK TALBOT (T7)(D) WE Sturt) J Old T1 4 MA 

3 3W TOUGH ACT (54) (CD) Ms R DoSQ Ms A Ftaratt 11 4 C 

« 5P£ CCFPHi SHELL (17) [TheEasaxryFtecng Club} AP Jwtsa It 0 Athonwn 

5 0 SPICK AND SPAN (17) (Essandese Partners) Pl-tadger no QTbnm 

fi ABAJANY (FI 19] fJcrti WNa and Partners) U Chomah « n D Byrne 

7 PEWCl£S|Fl4)/Wss&KKsl)eway)Gayl<Efcn®D» : CUeecflyn 

a PRBflBlBAY(F1l3) (E M Thornton) Phobte to W R Dunwoody 

9 LEADING NOTE (USA) (F1 15) (T7» Leatorej Mss HKMrtto 5 BFfirton 

to RUteusnOUS{F7l)(Qnsfcf*ier Girts) J&ltoae 1)5 JHhmQ) 

-lOdBabred- 

BETTING: 54 St WW, 7-2 Ctty HeU. 1M IbuBh Act, B-1 Premier Bay, 1*1 Copper Strel, taf 
des. 164 Atretany, Loading Note. 33-1 others 
1997: Kayaai 4 08 J Raton 6-1 (K Bailey) « ran 

ELMBR1DGE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS B) £11,000 
added 2m 


CTTORJWUA^pg (CD/pAdSUfl U R pa5J0tt ,_AP McCoy 

' -fldeetered- 68 ^ 

BETTItM^ 54 Cytor lUSe, M Jade Doyte. 64 Dr launt, B*1 Wkymnl King, 7-1 CMoTt Song, 


1.55 


1997: Stately Home B H 6 N WNsmson 5-1 P Bovreq 6 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

An ntrtpjng contest thte with CVPOR MALTA being taken on by JbA Doyto, Dr Leunt 
end Chief » song. Cytor Malta must be my choree geteng KOatrom the otters. Twice a 
winner at Auteui In -B97. Martin P^eto charge scared hi good styte aver course and rfi&- 
tance tour weeks ego on his British debut entftt eeccnd best tar ttw Arkie at Be Omtten- 
ham FesltvaL Jack Doyfe whose man target Is the Cahcart Chase or the MWiiay ot 
Reta, was demoted after gaining his single success from five starts last season - at Ban- 
gor Hptmwr, he » muchimprowd and has a SO per cant recond after a couple of races 
Ws term - at Luctow and at Chettertham. where he was moat Impreestre h stemming 
Spmg Gate eight lengths Dr Launt has won Ihree of his tour chases but has more on 
his plate tihts tme. Ctwth Song lumps wel and hao won three three times tMs tarm He 
wi not be far away Eulogy was sucoessU at Ascot m Mowmber and would probably 
haw vron Sal By The Star* race at If he hatert topplad aver two out HB lump- 
ing may agate let him down. Selection: CYFOR MAUA 


isbantejatar 

2 MB WtflP HAND (70) (ffl^Ur^Ltayd WfatbalJ FtaGtndd 7 C E 
U DWWtG^) iKiVtft ttowta j 

n .34463 OUTSa’TOTOWKI^ItemoidBWfl 

Oaf aak&Simri. puj**owLfiBiyt*i»«wA redovsnyttemn* 
XL 24300 WRDAIIINBJSA)(t4)(PJgdaMNIagd)ltaAFBmtt5n7 

D 022® RUNAWAY PETE 8 


jrTbcratunE 


dtenondonyrsdbrecap 

Mr C Bonnar (3) 


.G Upton 


J Evens 


lUBBfi HAffflOUR tSLANO (43) (IA*x*n B Jcres) MPob SH3- 
Oa*gresrrattjafew^MwjL«teMe/»eread damgmut 


and yelur quarterns op 


-14 


2.30 


1 43KF BIG MATT W8 (D| pf) (T Santeid&WBRMi) MHandenor 10 120 MAnzgmld 

2 64335 STOflM ALERT (48) (CD) [Ms D Penal) D Mdrtwi 0 11 0 RDnnoody 

3 3-2145 LEOTARD (21) (p)) (MreP A HHar9ey)MvaVWBems1l n O NWSmnon 

4 MfRP OH SO RISKY (B3)(C)(M Tabu) DSsncrthTI &£. PHotey 

-4dKiared- 

BETTING: 7-4 Stonn Alert, 2-t Leotard, 1 1-4 Big Matt 19-2 011 So fttefcy 
1B97: Cenarty Snug 7 1) 0 R Dumroody 64 tor (D Mcholaon|.4 ran 

i AGFA HURDLE (CLASS B) £15,000 added VnX ') 
2m 110yds I 1 

| (J B&cfahanl GEgsrunTH S JIWIBnaon 


1 trie 

Carl t*j& yelei* Hive rferrend. vWM3tee.es, dark bke atmtes^ ate* (due cap, yefcw (famonoS 

2 1-110 SANBKAfTTQMO 44t2) (0| Pfi (KAbtUah)OMbhobai0tt4 R Dunwoody 

Green, pi* &adi axl cap, wWa steses 

3 40-23* TM SUPPOSat (42) (D)^ Cbqper) R tore fl 110 .^ DBrfdBMbr 

iwBOon, yellow arrrMs. guanared oap 

4 TH U BAARELIO (15) [□) Ok & Ms W J Y^ems) Us M Ffewfey 7 D 13 PNtven 

Ro^teueyeffiwdrereddBevrercyabkrecepiyrebw^ 

5 000-53 MASTBt BEV&H) (F22) (D) (MrsEjWKams) P Bras 6 09 APMcCoy 

Dafr blue, pwi sat dart »» ateevre, prtr sin, fenk cup, dak blue oar 
G TiFOP/ DSLITANTE DAYS (Fll^jpO) (Mts 3 Gaeha) Mss H Krigttt 6 fl 4 MAFttzgeflM 

. 0 dedvod — 

BETTING; 7-4 Shadow Loader; 9-4 Maraflo, 9-2 Sanrartno. 10-1 DebutsSa Days, 16-1 Hn Sup- 
posln, 20-1 Matter Beveled 

1997: Double Symphony 9 U 4 J Oiwme S-Z (C Brootej 6 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

SHADOW LEADER, last season’s top novice with an unbeaten ran of tour - (nctotfrtg 
the Supreme NovK»tf Hurdte and the Scottish Champion Hurdte - tools set to regain Ihe 
wnnng tral Charte Egertons charge had been oft the track arm Aprl wtwn gotog down 
only three parts ol a tength to KstomI In Chnstmas Hurdte at Kempton but he stl had 
Sanmartino fcw lengths bade PI ttvtL Egerton reckons my selection was beaten by a 
combnahon of Ihtegs that day - he was too fretti the pace was too store and the grtuxi 
too soft - and is h^ipy with tha way the sewrvyear-aW has gone sinca The ground thta 


AGFA DIAMOND LIMITED HANDICAP CHASE 
(Grade 2) (CLASS A) £30,000 added 3m 11 Oyds 

44111 COOL DAWi (16) (D)(Hcn Mss D Hardng) R Ataar 10 11 12 

Dakbim. HMsOrpeandsteeiea 


04 


.AThomton 


3»5P AMiRAK EXPnras (23) (CD) lAirttak Express Lfcf) Mis J Rtean 71 D 2 APUcCoy 

Rad whla hoppi topi Ue and aftto stped dooms, red cap 
MF-2P tSREy SMOKE (Earl cad^gfl Mw H Kntfa flit) 7 MARtzgenU 

-WTO DESVlN EfKTflimAL (HI) (23) |PC Ltercer; D Ndcfem 7 VS RDwmdy 

BbcLuhtenwyK. black steoes,*hVB ^rots 

34234 COUfTT MOODY (37) (Dl AICt*t«l)P«tfOfe»»5 ClbudaB 


BETTING: 7-2 Big Strand, 5-1 PttocaM, 1M Fnhndttilp. M fterte»rlsJwL»^w»kC«sM, 
B-t WMp Hand, 10-1 Noorteh, 16.1 Boddwujw Boy, D*reydan,26-1 BwreayPtt*,3M odiare 
1B9T: HAymrery teH 6tttE Cafaghan 3 7-2 (J 14 .Mferaon) B ran 

- FORM GUIDE . _ . . 

FRieaiSWP, attar garing consecuiiw wins, was afaSer - two «gh» out- to ar Danteh 
race at Cheltenham n Aprl and he has an Identical record Mb tom Mr*HBntte tsa rte 
Oharae scored In good style al Kampwi and over awe and dstance before cfeparf- 
Irw at the ftto iSgW «airw Hate Dreiteg on a return to Kempton -ho was atengthito 
at Bra time 1ft an open race but Fdendshp can come good again with Big Strand ana 
Prktcehrt regarded as ihe main dangwa Big Strand came w«h an imbesevabto late iw 
to win the County Hurde - he was oniy Wh approacHng the last - and wearareig tor 
the first time since an Atotrag second to Escartafigue In A)»i when third to T hree Fte- 
Mrns under 12a at Kempton -Far Dawn mleabehiKlPrlncaM, a ransstenttypA stemmed 
Moorish (iito better) eight tengths st ChaBenham on IVew Vteafb Day md i ws beaty 
two end a had lengths by SptandW Thyne (who was on ha-trk*) et Watwidt. Mtottogurtt 
after apearing to tore har way; returned to wfcning torn wfth a toygeanca when coming 
home by « lengths in the Grade One Cteaw Hrsdte at Chcftenhem but thaa was a wry 

slowly nst race and she adtrt beat a great cteaL fijrlhenriar&ahe^^ ^^ feedw^pw^g 


nrSnj FEBRUARY NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS D) £5^)00 
added 2m 61 


C4 


1 11-1 COU3UP COCS143) (Qi YfakSr) UraAS*rtHTfc6 h 5.. 


.DBrl dgawter 


Mane and yatow dtonmSs, mam dwas, wAowcap 

6 Q32-1F YEOMAN WMWHJR (37) Ata H Ateen) fl tore » 105 

Mmi red chemni on body 
- S declared - 

Mtnfajm weight IQsL 53) Truaharejcapirelpte Court Matodyfcr ISb. reonon Warrior aa T2ttx 
BETTlNQ: ttm Cool Item, 4-1 Dastin D'Estnriral, 13-2 Iboman MkrtoLf-I Caiaf Metody, Grey 
Smaa, 161 Arntnk Eyp iaae 
1997: Dextra Dow to n 2 N WBamacn 61 (3 Earta) 8 ton 
FORM GUIDE 

Cool Dawn was'oompteting an Ascot haHrtck when beatteg yesterday^ Ltngfleld acor- 
er Ckswefl Lad a cotple of lengths under «st two weeks ago and. afthaogh put up 90, 
looks sure lo go off et oddfean. Howevat DESTIN D’ESTRUVAL has a fine chance get- 
ting 2lt> from Ihe lopwolght David Mchoteons chaste landed two of his test three races 
In 1996-97 and went in to Worcester an hto retxn. He tfidrrt show much in Ns next three 
rases, ftrfng in ona of them, but shaped as though ua miing to tarm last tfno when a 
good third to Ftoer Mandate and Strath Royal whan 2to wrong to the weights at Wether- 
by. He goes off a 5ti low mark here. Court Me&xfy ran vwl in his ftW dime races tfis 
tarm before a fourth (of five freshers) to Kendal Csvalter at Cheltenham (4m If) He was 
previously a good third to Km Ot Praise over only hall a totting shorter al Haydock but 
seems ftaiy to ber happier returning to todajrts shorter trfc Amtrak Express heart shown 
anything In two outeigs Ms season. Yeoman Warrior, who won a weak heat al Ch*- 
tempi) on he return M fotr out- nlwi lytog fifdi of she - in ftw The P areonb race 
there on Maw Yerert Day. Selection: DESTM D'ESTRUVAL 


lWtedte»ttbeai»*Eft4fr*«Jibewo 

2421 GOOD LORD MURPHY (21) (The Ccudry 9ds) P HobbsG 11 5 

EtM«Mgmnmit«tow(quaaind}. bhef stones 
34U0 BRUSH YHTHWME pi) (JAB Qhte& Sore) PHobbs 6110-. 


4 W1 


6 


— J &fopte B 

...R Dunwoody 

Otomsi 

r 

-DGttbghsr 


muan win nwyij ^aDiWft«gun|r *■ y.-..*-.— 

Papta. siSBrrtfflrewTChsiiWKipreptortaiwipuiparOtoiSrowsftfffOfrj 

i-ip Claudia fiEcrarc (is) (iksuJotiaeyiifesCjdvBBy 6 n o 

SnaretfyOT, aAKralK ftalwd shoe* andasroncap 
25 KLHMWUL(n)(MtsMC8w9^JG a^Sn O 0 Burrow (5) 

0231/4 LAKBnaDUADEH(Z»(NwtoutyOwiaraGia4ANHendeaon7110.Jf ARhgwaW 
OartiC^y^^nrtcxaeor^d^bitispoa 

7 OP 40 T6RA»«.(USA)C11)(N9mai)NSmai5l10 MShamB 

OadtUie.yettM'apaiten 

-7decterad- 

BETT1NG: 11-BCokror Coda. 3-1 Kunfdts,M Good Lord ihsphy; 6-1 LafaflaW Leader, W Ow- 
dte Bgerte. 20-1 Brash With Fame, 66-1 terekhal 
1897: B Fredde 7 11 7 L fenny 9-2 (J OU) 9 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

COLOUR CODE, who ran wefl without scoring on the Flat to YJ97, was unbeaten In two 
burners and came home an impresslwa winner on his hudfcig bow at Market Hasen He 
made mistakes at tha last two fruits but Is to blnkers today Good Lord Murphy scored 
by four lengths al Warwick after market leader Buraum Conte, who appeared to be go- 
ing Bra a wtnnac, ton two' out Kurakka was only fifth to Garfia* st Lingfleld after a high. 
ly promtEng debut second behind Zaralaska at Aactx Setecdon: COLOUR CODE 


UTTOXETER. 


1.15 Mountain Path 
1.45 Riparius (nb) 
2J20 Kamikaze 
2^0 Calling Wild 


HYPERION 

3.25 Strong Tel 
3.55 Wren Warbler 
4.30 Family Man 


3/2111 RDYALE ANGELA (FFQ (X} (J Narl»j J NarteE 10 S. — R Johnson 

Btodi and trenge satore orange stewn bbek amte. owige cap 

tt-220 (WARMS (USA) (21) (M? Dawd Bbddun) PVtoter 7 to 12 J A McCarthy 

fteure and nhte chacL a&iped staeMic 

226-10 WI£OT1«EE(43)(BdEtofolbdUtflAHttfas91>1l RGuett 


2.50 


STANLEY RACING NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 


MMa red ^ redstoam nftta ipote, nhto cap, redqMh 
TJ1-P5 QBURG ()6) (D /VksAtai GaniteJT George B toh 


Hr K R GRyrei (7) 


GOING: Good to Soft (Good to places, a few soft patches). 

• Left-hand cowsa ftun-n of 170yd 

• Cowsg is SE of town iwar B50U Utmeter station aefritos corese. ADMISSION: Club 
EC (OAPsdZ); Idttersals CD (OAPs £7); Centre ot course ES. CAR PARK: Free. 

• LEADING TRAINERS; M Wpo 40 wtonsrs hero »* rarms fibres a success rate of 2B9%. 
K Bttisy 23-1C (19B%L D Mchoteon 21-97 pL6%). 0 Shenraod »41 (2a5^ 

• LEAOMG JOCKEYS: W llareton 12 wmera Dorn W ridas ®7%). J CuBoty &33 (303*J- 
R Johnson 1)47 (103%) D Gallagher 942 (ViB%L 

• FAVOURTreS: 252 wins from 689 races (377%) 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Nona 


TTfcl DONCASTER SALES^ TROPHY NOVICE HAND- IRBCI 
1 * 1 31 ICAP CHASE (CLASS C) £20,000 3m 2f 1 


1 in-31 6TR0NGCHMRMAN(71) [Hmt6Co(BorenanouWU3)Pt*hofc7 h C~Tj|teniiy 

Bbck jeaore sere hteck stoens, yerowcap 

2 2/0-2 NJBWANAPlRNCEfl® (Q(DRrtiwi)BPreecs91l3 J Moored (7) 

Rojd Mreand ehte (?armd), rtriped staves 

3 2-etF COOLEWU. (23) (Messrs BVIfintold and JflDdBrJDMtfidsoi 7 10O -Mr OMcPWp) 

Rod wMe staswre red fro** 1 cap 

4 0-031 KSWALCAVAUHI|37)ftfcfBBlWhg6siaDBfri)BRi*™ii80t2 DMbt© 

RttL obor eftowon and ormlttA quarured op 

5 66211 POMYMOORPWNCEnTJWWLaWHfWSOTI JR«» 

Bad nftte sash, amatod ^san stoavas. onereM green and red cfncA cap 

6 22-1PB MYSTIC ta£f171 (D) (Ms JKNanton) NGasepaS 08. WMnslon 

Emerald grementee^utea emerald green Moan* hYMb seam rtde cap 

7 05-21 UOUWTMH PATH fl^tAiBhcny SpattiMtt N Hsn*ncn 6U8 JRKawnagh 

mss, orange and wftfe toped cep 

8 3-1B1 COMMUTED SC7EXJIE (33) (D) [SttifltUH Partreidfp) Gffchattis7t)2 — ADobhto 

WNte and tetoefi: ttennxfr red and aMe te?»d stoaves, rod cap 

9 56ZB6 LANDED GBfTRY (USA) (23) (KWBefAatoLlfl JOShaaSOI D««M 

UMb, rerfstrpe, KyttUuasfaaws, redanderttestoPedCRj 
to 65F-11 CAHEySWLLE (IB) (D) (GBo freyJ d rga^t te V Wtere 7 01 J A McCarthy 

BPowal 


0(angB,te*cfiBm»& oonge shmoo, tree* mams, to* and orange watered oap 

S twto »WWSI>raOE(11)(C13) (tes WL Baby) fl Ht*Bl»ad 7 ® 7_ SWyma 

IUm black opoktx bhdtseavsa, jetowsm stped oap 

to 212503 CASTLE SECRET (F14)(D) (Ms fMh ftrYwl) D BucfeJ C US. DJBorchol 

Whfe red sash armrett gram steawd red artt Mfi» hooped cv 

It -F4P20 HOWL HPER(NZ) (22) <q<D) (A MCtefngtori) A JVWotTI 06 G Hogan (3) 

□ark gnrea mw- grey hoop arnf cap attr bdekspob 

■e Sri-32 DfCTTIH (17) (Q (Ms R A timpfitesj H Krvght 7 04 JCufloty 

ftoyafhluft prey dfeniindstowiH. writ cap 

13 11-350 LOUBHTULUfBl) (D)(RAHrecodffl)FJ<xdanB 103 ,_A0o fabto 

Ementtf green red cfnnna. MpaSstmn hoopad cap 
-13 doctored - 

BETTING: $2 Lucia Porta, 6-1 Royate Angtta, M Dictum, 9-1 MMastoafo, 1M DaBy Boy, RSpor- 
ha 12-1 Lough ma*. MmOThres, Royal Pfore 14-1 HoMmckrea, Wtoif«Prtda.2S-1 others 
1987: aprema Lady S II OJC%iotyS-i (Mss HKrfghO final 
FORMGUBE 

Luda FWte ready came to treraed towards the end of tost season end ended ^7 wvintog 
a decent race owr Ms trip at Wncanton and the ho echstPanatcur Final at Nawbury. TWs 
progressive mare reappeared at Hunttogdon fast month and already had matters was to 
hand whan the tavouitefsl at the eecand last She has been raised 9to but comes here 
With every chance of conttoUng her ran end Is passed over exfy because DALLY BOY 
rr^hi provide some value DaBy Boy showed his best form to the eerter port of last sea- 
son, rreddngal over an extended three mlaa at Cattarick on Ns third start, and there is 
avery reason to boliavB ho is on the way back. He stepped up on hfc openrig mi this 
term whan keeping an wsl to thtoi behind rtt The Camas wrer three mtas al Newcastle 
three weeks ago and his 3tamtoa wS stand him to good stead here with Dtetum Stefy to 
be toreing a strong paoa from soma wsy out Dkaum committed hmself a Ut too early 
and was ran oOl of it by aeon Crusader at Wincfear test ttma A wtoner here test season, 
that was a welcome return to tarm and Dictum should again go weft A posstote strong 
pace rrogit bo against Rlparlua, as yet untried at this Nstanca but Shaping nicely against 
Storrnyfairw&ather al Newbury frst fine cut and runring bolter Than his Anal placing be- 
Nnd Upper Reed at Ascot suggested. Rayale Angela corttoues qn the w>yade and t 
Chastog a taunltoier after winriig af Htorcester and twice St Ptunpon Ho is. though Zllb 
higher Man when the ran started Selection: DAUY BOY 


C) £7,500 added 2m 5f 

1 QSK GtAMANfflJIZ pZ) (C0)(li#s Jite Uartn) P Dteon 5 n to R Johnson 

2 21/2-1 CALLING WILD (19) (lirt 8 CD (BnmemoUh) LkQ P Mchdb 8 II 7 TJIforphy 

3 P/4F11 CAPSMTW(t2HD] 0 Kftppatl) JKrflSIl L JOdWy 

4 PQIFB2 STAUNCH FHEND(U8A)(TD MrsUHTbnpktos) MTBRfmstoll 5 -ADofaMn 

5 3F/320 HAUflCFBD (16) (Bf) (The Hedcnot^ P Hctbs 9 11 5 JUr R WHgw (7) 

B B6XPS HAND4LAy|T7) frheAiid AAancH JCI0Q1012 — G Hogan (3) 

7 -ton ROSSELL KLWffl (61) (®) (Hobat HtoWB) Mrs J Pbren 7 to 6 DUahy 

B <0453 Sf&DWB^PmC£fil}(^RBrtnartv)NTmsm^imBVB . — WManton 

9 145230 LORD NTTROGEN (USA) (17) (B J Uerrelyn) 9 Uewotyn S t) 2 BPomB 

to 40065 VASiUEV (42) (0) (R W ftman) S Gofcigs 10 CO UrOMcfhaB (7) 

-lOdadanid- 

Mtotnun aetahe 1 n. Tnre hoidcap wgf* Vkertav 9tt 2I». 

BETTING: 2-1 CttUng WBd. 62 Staunch Friend. 6-1 Capemnsy, 13-2 GtanangBtz, 7-1 HawMWd, 
Roud Island, 16-1 Spowmrt Prince. 12-1 others 
1997S Nojan 7 B to B Ifrwton (5) 2-1 J la» (H fthay) 6 ran 


3.25 


JENKINSONS NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS C) £5,500 
added 3m 110yds 

1 03215P BUU3ISBAY(iq ®) [J WRon) B UeMAyn 9 H ...» BPcnrefl 

2 220-13 0019BSJRAND(FR)p8)OT(Bf?(CariVM^toN'fi«isa»Dai«8l13 — WManton 

3 /33R-1 STRONG TB- (73) (fery Ptel) MRpeB 113 JLdW 

4 221 P/P BEfAlAD(iq{D)(JRWHcfe)DButdKftof>i2 DJBUrehnt 

5 53/2-0 GUNNER3ID W(MreMatyProe)0Preace7to12 ^.._JMo^Wd(7) 

6 MA10WYA PATAm (joff SAan) J SAAns 6 10 12 RGuett 

7 COOW im IRANG1WM ptj (AMBjbare hwstnwTta LjiiilBci) G Rtoartb 7 to 0. ADobfata 

B 056/P0 PEHF1K LARK (17) (Hairy Etoberf R frotoertn BID 12 S Cumin 

S CB2P/ POLLY IXTHGA/? (B5BJ (S Ms Jtfn R3)rtor7; I Hteams 7 to S il Johnson 

t P3P-50 SILUfPET(14){CTRDgson)CFogOTBtoto. l..N8srtSay 

11 430 SWffiT LOH1 (14) f[ S Nemorirng SoUnns Ltfl M 9’afetocf. 7 O TZ G Bradley 

C U-000 T1RLEY GALE (21) (EXnald Smilhl J Smtti 6 D G MrOMd»ha9(7) 

to PRP- WOLDSMAN (274) (fi B Stete) N friislon-Dms B 10 to. TJtoqtoy 

14 (MOO KHNTFOtlD TWA flfi) |D I Bait^ J lAJna 7 D 7 A Bates (5) 

-14dadarad- 

8ET7WIG: »■« Strong W, 4-1 Dom BoBmrw. 113 Sweat Lord, Kantian] Tina, M Mr Franglpant, 
12-1 PoBy UmrtgK, 161 Boflons Bay, Wcddsman, 20-1 othera 
HB7! Menftrexa towra 5 O B R ftnant W fry (Ms J Ransrr) M ran 


— R Johns**! 
— S Wyms 


h I22M- PAHAHAfCTf (332) [GE Heart) JMUnsBtoO 

UgftOue. nrt hoop and qwsendosp 

e "' ra 

to WMZ ACT BJ TIME (T7) (Mre GCWfanBnjT tBewg? Bt)O r 

Btot ^reei floop*,a**atortsredato 

14 U6442 HIGH HANDS) (to) (T H Cafctoef) T CaldMi 7100 JOtttty 

HUB. red oiks of Omaha anrfter cnap 
-14dadmd~ 

Minimum eagle 10sJ True nagiss: Grevfle Again ft«l3fc Act to ISnaftrWLHgftftopWSjfn® 
BETTING: 4-1 Strong Chatman, 5-1 Mount* Path, 6-1 Careynflto, 6-1 Code M, pomyimor 
Prince, Computed BchaiUe. 10-1 Kandal Cavaflar, Orwffla Agate, 12-1 rth« 

1997: General Fongo B to 0 R Tarrant B-1 (T George) 13 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Careysvfle he won two weaken races to sontiathg styte and mss value fcr a M more Ihte) tes 
vuerejih win * Inflow fast frne. Up a tfona sncei ha si has a feattw wotftt aid worn be far 
*vay to (hfe stranger oonipan)' Havng won on daspares gourd to Ewto; Rannymoor Prtneo 
needed may yard ol Ihe 2m 8t to gat back up against Staunch Fhend at Wmfeor This 6 a rrore 
Gutafcfe test ol sarra. but heb less Wy to complate I* tat-tre* than Careysvtte a the vre&ds 
ml tha one- posstty best treated is MOUNTAW RATH UseU if yttyreced. over huotes lost 
season. MouitainFteh made a good start to frsdiaSng caere swlhrisseccnd to previous win- 
ner Bid top a Bangor before OrirtriBs - High Handed 0b better w) a onapacad fourth two 
lentfha behtoi Wlh just ihal one ouSng befitod hhi he want strata nfo a hareicap A Windsor 
aid axled WshngtMbmban in fair ayte Smart porptoporeter Strong OM b mai h a s looted 
tee buaness in hstwo starts uidarRufes and is butt to ary he big wegtt. When Strong Oralr- 
man was tauten a bngdi by Ytemi rt Cheterham to Nwombac Kandtt GavaGer was to tmgtfrs 
ba* in Mnl Since Ihen, Kendal Carater has come right into ha own intoeh facad with a real test 
id otarrera Mere on New Yaart Day. He teso meets Swing Chremen tob batter (pfus Darren Safler 
being able to dam this lima) Selection: MOUNTAIN IWH 


g Qnl SINGER & FRIED LANDER NATIONAL TRIAL 
HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS B) £50,000 3m 4f 


B6C1 


3.55 


EBF TATTERSALLS IRELAND NOVICE CHASE (CLASS 


1.45 


LADBROKE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS C) RRCl 
£15,000 added 2m W 110yds £10,943 


F4TI-1 LUCIA FORTE (17) (D) (Mrs Luaa Farmel K Batoy 7 P t5 .Mr R VtaMay (3) 

Had emarato groan stem, emrahf green stoma, redrears, red i^a emvaidgnen s» 

3433D ICTABTAStO GB) [F Makto) □ NfcAitite (W) 6 Tl 6 HttogeraB 

PofBlUue and *ftte (portend, afad sfeere* eheckcap 

FWffi HOLDWJCLOSE (K) (D) (MrcC Lcc^ RFitarB !1 1 JPrott 

Dm gieen,UBdi seam. Uackdeeiee,dartigm seam ite/kpam cap. t>bA tfemonS 

530-63 DALIY BOY (21) (T H Bon^U) T Eflttertjy 6 10 13 -.ECttbghan 

stow nftte cep 


1 2P0-33 KAHTHBfLAD(14)jJShaW)»*gJPtoPan611 O D Leahy 

Nnte; dtarettaK nhte stows, Heck cap 

2 45402 CALL IT A DAY CZB} (C) (Ms ^ne LaneJ D ffchtlson B 11 6 .R Johnson 

fiaya/Mja, hWcap. 

3 253-R MCGREG0RTtffiTHITIDB7)(C) IMrsDAWNohBflGlfctKte Gh 4 BHardhg 

Black, mm md, afsewa antfepoe on cap 

4 i-im HMWWWJSErap)MGaa«on]09wn«CwiBtoll , .JAMcCarthy 

Pttt Bttjmv Ganoids, yeftw stems ana cap 

5 1QP0 GHE0MLTARE AWAY (42) (Mn P F Paynal P Hobbs to to to. SMcffaB 

Royal Ure end leftw (ha*«fl. jotow stew, royal blue armtes. ne/al blue cop 

6 FD4-T2 KAIUKAZE (SB (BF) (Mop- B Gateneixinri K Batoy B to 3 — JfcRWakteyP) 

Bad am |M» (WiartBwfl. gray aleeras.retfcap 

7 F!03 BJ0T5 LADY (15) (Q (M^J OhOTifl !*sJPflmani> 09 _JCu8oty 

Green, ptnk cress be/C 

B 133BF JErRHES(2f)(7hBjgSagneryCorr ^ay U^ WeJfmEn8to9-JHItoBnaBhB 
iifecfc rdoa toopod cap 

9 1M43 TVMMTmmtMOa^DHcMmlt VS MrOMcPhal(7) 

Bash, yofcw cress bate aid wrttaia 

to tzra OTTOWAftM/RaoflftotJOlPI'fchj/SfiOfi TJMuntoy 

Oerti preen, wfrb chawwi BgW green stoewa. tfaffc green and whte chart cap 

11 /21-to HARTQJL BOY (NZ1 C1I (David G Jones) Mss VWfams II to 0 — A Dobbin 

Utji ote, pWt coped staeves. pWt cap 
-11 ded4raci- 

Afinmw waphe f Bua handfcqp wapht Martel Bey 9alHx 

BETTING: 9-4 Him 01 Prttea, 6-1 Cafi R A Day, Martel Boy, 7-1 Kahthen Lad, 162 Ottawa, 9-1 Me- 
gregorTbe ThW, 10-f KamtbRo, 161 Tbrrdrq Irtr, 20-1 Idfofs Lady, 25-1 trihera 
1997: Lort Gytene 9 tl 9 R Johracn 11-B tar (S Brookshas) 9 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

NaMhen Lad s gradbEAy raturteg » form and was daying-on again betend General WMte 
and Slralh Royal over 3M to die mxi at Haydock a tonrt^n ago. Stepping up hart a rrto g<res 
hro a real chance ol delytoB lop vwigf* HJM OF PRAISE has gone ip I7tb shce die start 
of tha season, which doeait seem proHbUiVB conadenrg he Is unbeaten »i tour stans and 
s devebpfog into a teaftig stayoe Eatti irei tea brought a better peffamHnce and he 
PH wate r*re t» darred at Sandown four weeks agia leadhg tot die second time al the laat 
on Ihe far side and rafuttng to 1st Call It A Day go by on the run+i Thenmar-up^efa pul 
tar a length and a halt may not be enough Ottawa's mesKriencB n comparison to he ten 
rivals doesnT necessarily rue ten out He made a good comeback after rroang test season 
when »a good kx Eiiogy n ihe ™d ai YVbroesier n Ncwantrer and has come up agatosl 
smart novioe Fidting The Facte n two subsequent outings. He stays wet and coiid we c« 
some dt the older hoses at ihe weighta Selection: HM OF PRAISE 


D) £5,000 added fillies & mares 2m 4f 

1 30-PF4 BtA5TFRSZE(7) (BF) pfrmes Hatt-TreoUnare) N Handenon 9 11 0 — J RKaonagh 

2 PGaF CAIHLLAS LEGACY (5^ (Henry T CidBI H Cota 7 11 Q .TJMwpby 

3 P6P6-U CARUNGFORD GALE (16) (Ms Alser Ganti^ T Qeaig0 7 71 0 R Johnson 

4 41-F4U CHURCHTOWN CHANCE (ArfonSyndcalBjC R^hm 8 tl 0 — MrOMcPbal(7) 

5 OfHTP OVSWLNNWC CO) (R TSMiUvns) A H Han«y 6 T) 0. JAMcCanby 

e 2to2P2 PEARL'S CHOICE p S) (BF) (Chow Sal Partnashp) J McCwnottie B Tl 0.._SMcNaB 

7 14213 PLAYMG THE FOOL (BBJfCjBmeBIC Barnett B II 0 AfrPHaniy 

B m W= SCOBEGtRL(19)(lanMMcGteady) JIUreBRO A Bates ^ 

9 F-2P42 SEYMOURSWIFT (17) (Sterfgt Rrong] 0 Gonddfa 8 11 0 GBrodey 

to 04Q SHAHLEY COP (43) (Iks E C IttV) Mu J A Canada 6 h 0 ECaHaghen 

n -P003F StSSINtaHURST TUB) DM (Wan Cfftart) R Oddn 6 11 0 S Wynne 

12 6P VALUS VALE (21) /Stere»i Andres) J King 8 TO — — J CuBoty 

Q F-532P WREN WARBLER (IB) (tea P Robeson) Mm P Rabeaai B 11 0 .-MRfchards 

-ladeOmad- 

BETTWG: M SeymoursaW. 9-1 Wrtn Warttet,7-2 BM FroazB,7-T Peafa Choice. 10-1 Canto- 
las Legacy, 14-1 Stestoghum flyer, 161 CtuCnjfbrd Gaia, Sharfoy Cop, 20-1 others 
1997: harvest View 7 to 7 M Beny (7) 61 (C frmte) Tl ran 


4.30 


GUINNESS NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS D) £5,000 added 
2m 

0 PEKAY (40) (U) (BF) (Moran, r«kon & Nenrran) M Hpe 3 tl to GSuppte (5) 

1 STATS PASS (47) (D) (J C Bradbuy) G BomcH STB TJtftrphy 

68004 AfOY Ctyi£ (7) (ScnlytnM Slablea Ltd) A Batey 5 11 5 GreyLyom 

21-03 BIG FSRKS ^7 ) (pf (R AH Ferths) P Data? 6 71 5.. — .... — JUrR»Wday(» 

53 fAMIlY HAN (17) (FBndy Man RartaEnhip) J Fansh8M5 n 5 ADobUn 

IF-4PP KALAOROSS (14) (Ray Houel) W Jacks 7 it 5 GHoganfl 

.„JRKavanagh 
_S Wynne 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 PPQ380 KNOCK STAR Mote) TBI7T15-- 

8 02 MAOMf^P5^*MreiQwi*fr|TGeorge5l15 

9 

u 


0 UR SPECULATOR |Fl4) (North Ktorerth Rxhg) J Sprang 5 11 5- — GJKnansgh^ 

(flKNAKS NEPHEW (re^) (James 8acksn»() C Egwian 8 fl 5 1 A McCarthy 

H 0 PUSWW BUB (19) (Lfcncr Farm Start IRisiawJt) T Vfebon 7 U 5 WMmten 

O 4122 REAL ESTATE (42) (D) (BF) (Ura J D Mchttaon 4 71 2 ; „..RJohrann 

0 ROMO WOTANAPJSNC£5S(32)(Dft*tman)BFtaeci'flh 0 JMogtort(7> 

14 0 TAKE TOE CATCH (a){DR5to(«3rt) PR Wetter 5 11C R Guest 

15 0 fflMVEENVOY(«J<TfrnBfr^MHBafaras4B9_.. BPowal 

C 04 NORDICCnSSTroni»StarCoditota3HttPRWdter4fi9 SMcNaU 

-ledodmd- 

BEnWG: 62 Rate Ettatt. 62 FaroBy Man, 11-2 Pekay; 6-1 MachaBriL 7-1 Stage Fare. 6-1 Big Perire, 
12-1 Hknaks Naphaw, 16-1 retvm 
1997: no car reptto dn g race 


LINGFIELD 


— wfn MARGERY ALUNGHAM HANDICAP 

‘ HV \ (CLASS D) £5,000 added 3YO 1m 21 


HYPERION 

1^) Appyabo 2.10Head Ganfcmer2A0 ftaride Fer- 

rari 3.15 Fast Franc 3-45 Ursa Major 420 Dayrefla 


GOING: Standard STALLS: im - outside; rest - terete. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low over 5f & 6 L 

• BqurtraO. surtace. teft-hand, sharp undulating couroa 

• Coma a SE of town an 82026 LtogfeW stafion aefotes course. 
ADMISSION: Ell CAR PARK: Club £3: rest free 

• LEADING TOAWERS:GL Moore 77-584 (132%). M Johnston 50- 

2TO (179%) H Hanm 48^32 (Q9H L«l KunOngdon 39-203 (G2%) 

• LEADING JOCIffiYS: A Clark 68-534 (124%), S Whitworth 48- 

323 fM2%L D Holland 41-199 (206%). J Ouhm 33-8T1 (54%) 

• FAVOURITES: 685 wins from 2077 races (33%) 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Dower Soul ^6L Emanan (vtsored. 2JQ. 
Franfcte Ferrari (vaored. 240). lido Debt (waored. 420) 


1 21-221 MY5TAGQQUE rtl) (CD) R Human 9 7 PDohbe(7)3 

3 4.3K OUOBtffftd NUanodBn96 SIMttmMh2 

a 03-TH IflSABA (21) (CO) J S Moore 9 6 ...P P Murphy (3) 5 

4 00646 ARCl£S7An(95)UCham>i95 PQowy(7)i 

5 00040 GENIUS (37) S Dow 01 W Ryan 6 

6 OTO- fflAMBEFBWWpiMDLxtarSfl KFMen4V 

-6 dec lare d - 

8ETTWG: 64 Msaba, « l^ategagre. 11-a CMdw; 13J! FtenUa Fte- 
nat.7-1 Arose Star. 12-1 Quota* 


3.15 


jfri HELEN MCINNES MAIDEN STAKES 

W 1 (CLASS D) £5,000 added 3YO Im 2f 

<32 ARPWSO(«)MCtennBO ^ WhaianS 

564 FALKBffiERG (HQ (4) BFearee9 0 .....C LawDwr (3) 2 B 
S5- NAflHOGW (USA) (16 0) MCha nCT 90— -AMWg? 

04 NETTA RUFINA (£Q MJdnstQn 90 Jteanlte teww 4 

66 SHRA*PQMPa^90 r — --.NMmm f 

2 EASY VWTUE (18) (BfiGLMoore89 Creteyltantel 

(G: 7-a Narrogln, 9-4 Appyabo, 5-1 Ea*y Virtue, 1i-a NwiaRc*- 
SJUra-a, 12-1 Fafembaig 

AGATHA CHRISTIE SELUNG HANDI- 

CAP (CLASS G) £2500 added 1m5f 

0 AS-K Prt 10 M JttreW 4 9 to _DHo98Ml7 


i 

et BBAIISV (i«0 Ste Liwre 092. g ana<rWB 4y 

D- KKA tIOZ) K Bufte 6 8 XU -. S l 

i« STSR WrtWSS (15) A BS — 

06 WILD HADES (19) J - ^"^SSiSPi £ 

M) S82BAH (CO) KCcmwtatJ670 PD»P)i» 

-lOdadared- 


GEORGETTE HEYER CLAIMING LIM- 
ITED STAKES (F) £3,000 3YO 7f 

1 300-8 IOMS BU9NESS (2) (CP) J Htthertm 9 1 — T 8kkM (7) 1 

2 05-10 FAST FRANC (1) S C WBwus B 11 DWBwra(7)4 

3 SUM PRIOR (7) (CD) K Buie B 9 .□ Swwney <3) 5 

4 33006 DDVBt SOUL (18) P Haim 82 JOuknOB 

5 36032 MSS S WE (4) T JNB UBhM i B2 A McCarthy (3) 2 

BETTING: 1 181^ FreK, 11-4 Uten*Bu*lna«», 4-1 9kn PrtbtH Dow 
Soul, 7-1 101* Skye 


3.45 


0 


EVELYN ANTHONY HANDICAP (CLASS 
D) £5,000 added im 

1 61-1C PIAN FOR WORT (14) (CD| M Jotrtton 4JD0 

OeoiMcKsoHn3 

2 MW URSAMAJOR0KCDlCAten49n.._fiStedhotaap)4 

3 5-2*2 BAHBASON(2)(CDJGLItaore893 

4 00601 BLUE FUER pi] (OT Rtognam 5 811 AMeGtonaSB 

5 2to66 KAHLpKCOJ JB^Br48to- = _ ; __ -O Namun Z 

6 006- BAaJB0W3UGHBOY(330H0)DDfran4B6-G DartM l1 

~6dadared- _ 

BETTWG: 7-4 Urn Major, 9-4 Plan For Pnff, 4-1 Baibaaim, M Sue 
Ftfwe, 12-1 BttBaboraugb Bay. IM Ka« 

A 9h 1 DOROTHY L SAYERS HANDICAP 
****** I (CLASS E) £3,750 added 7f 

4-3643 SaSSORRB3GEW(tfWja«gff6BOJBSAK9»fcMW8 
ODE-ID MHPARADBEGMraRCo«l4B7 WRy«2 


WZSl Si^ASHBYJ^'(i7^PHoMhg483,DHi*a«ia 
oaKM) DWRaiA01)ffi)WMwr4BB 


OSODO DKYH8XA (11) (C) W Me 

30063 AXBBAN 00) M LiBlPoaen 


-KFUfonB 


ittiDwywi 

.OeubtUi« 


61 Ways Quest *WHade«iM f®a 16-1 As4s,20-1 otfwre 


67G 

04K5 OUR SHAfiS til) W W K l«y ■ £ * 

00600 1NTODffir(11)tCD)JPai«l57tI.-.. 

Motem 7sl lOfo. AnaiBijfci iVdirg^waMifigJfyjJ* 
Oe Ashby -tack. B-1 ™ snad " 


WOLVEFIHAMPTON 


8.00 


HYPERION 

7.00 Africa n-Pard 7.30 Elite Hope 8.00 Time 

To Fly 8.30 Hopeful Star 9.00 Chahaya Tim- 

or 9.30 Mazeed 


PROVINCIAL RACING CREDIT CENTRE 

HANDICAP (CLASS D) £5,000 added 6f 

1 EE-111 TUIETOFUf (14)(CD) B Murray S DO D9waanay(3)4B 

2 00013 DOUBLE-O (19) (CO) W Jarvis4 9 G 5 Sandora 3 

3 55000- ANnMASIiraJ30Y(5n|D)SRBiMnig59to-ClMewrai 

4 3SX-4 EASIBWP)KmE7S(37}(D)(8fiQL«Hs599-ACkrfc2 

— 4 diMliriHl 

BeTMG M nm Tb T% 7-4 Eaftero fiopMA 4-1 DaublfrQ, 16-1 alhv 


GOING: Standard. STALLS: terete DRAW ADVANTAGE: High. 

• Ftarasand aulaca: left-hand courea. 

#Cc»X9e eSE c<twin on R2CEa SlaDon adons course AEftBS- 
8 U»t Ciuti £l&-e*wrea*BEBCAR PARK: Fraa 

• LEADING THAJNEH5; H HoOnttwed 61-604 noi%\ M John- 
ston 55-260 (22%}. A Bailey 33-293 (1L3%L p Ewna 31-325 (85%) 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: S Sanders 39-331 (118%) Dean McKe- 
own 26-341 (TCLB%L J Qufavi 25-395 &3%), A Clark 24-213 in3%) 

• FAVOURITES: 384 wir* from ISO races 022%) 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: GoWen Saddle BOO) 


Q 3Q| LODGE MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 


£4,000 added Im If 79yds 

OK) KfllWQEM p^RHOfc8t»ad49 to .S Ctertte (7) 5 


A8S0UJTEE 


ACtarttl 


0 - -KfMflA D61) J Ftasca 4 87 GBardnet2 

4B BIN FAA (14) D« J Sceigt 3 B 5 — J Oaten 3 

66363 HOPBW. STAR (7) Gay NVbway 365 — .C Lmttwr (3) 7 


7.00 


CHATEAU HANDICAP (CLASS F) SZJOOO 
added im 4f 

tomi ALBEfflNE. USB) (BF) R JuOcbs? tlO F Lyre* 2 

09665 IQO««yEYbANOT02)(CBfiABatay69to_KHiWgsan9 

400TO JACK THE LAD (WQ JHeOvWiniBTl TSkteM(ni 

SWM BIG BANG (12) (O (D) M ftnsrtaid 4 9 Tl J Oaten 12 

2W»- OTOWNHJ {SOI ;3)EAWcn59* . JManto Wanton (7) 10 
63204 ROUND CtOf&t (IT) C Thermal 493. .DOM McKeoan 3 B 

064-45 ZERMATT (5) M IWW B 9 3„ .. M Kramer 6 B 

V04-2 AffiCMMW»(19)OHajdnJqras66B THW»C4 

□5686 GROVSMILADOT) SRBo»mg4B to ....CTtagua (3)5 
63046 KUSTOMIOrKLA^C(B)SRSoanng4 88-DalaGS»an7 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

to . . . 

WM5 AWAFEHroP)9Meltor5 8B. PI 

to 23066 FOOLISH FUfTTERj^ ^ RSaarTOl 4 e ? i.( 

BETTWG: 7-B AMom-tad. 11-tt Komrepw Bwiew ZernittL TStt Bfo 
Bang. Grovrtak Lad. T-1 OnUnul, Round RdMil IM othere 

CASTLE CLAMING STAKES (CLASS F) 
£3,000 added 6f 


I0ATWB! 

7 22 SOME MK»T SAY M(BF)M 

B 00-3 WROUGHT HON (^Q M Bel ! 

BETTWG: 7-4 Scree Might Si* 56 Nekad Oat, «-l 
Hopttui SW 10-1 Bbi fSb. 25-1 A&aotate Bnexe, S 


-J Slacks 

Jttndon385 — Jffrrrttga 
380 — PFrewyp)B 

Iron. B-1 


9.00 


MAISON SELLING STAKES (CLASS G) 
£2^00 added 2m 46yds 



1 4Q U3 CHAHAYA TIMOR 

S 0 RUNiraHAfnYm'ACaiirtB9a.-..RStodht*i)a(7i3 

3 5040/2 UHCBlDiqnjJdW9 8B5 FLyneh4 

4 03/634 2E5T1 (t2) P HMlngsa 5 -J<£kai1 

5 otno- GWm»B.EXPRerotni)MRyte3S0.^PMcCttMt3)2 

6 OOBW aANDRA«CPore«m880-...- SSredereS 

7 40MZ FUmUA(i9)SMe6ar48to - - ...G BeM 8 V 

B 04654 GOLDEN SADDLE (10) DWHJe 48 O -Jowwa Badgsr (7) 8 B 

-ednWrad- 

BETTWG:2-fi Chahaya Itoia; 7-1 FtatMa.B-1 Lancer, i4.iZaaU.Gold- 
an Saddte 25-1 Bandra. 3S-1 ediara 


7.30 


9.30 


1 045-34 MHfFS DOUBLE ( .. 

2 &1D1 SJTE HOPE (10) (CD) N Trader 6 9 0 Dean HcKaown 3 

3 OE-tM) YOUNG 8B4SON {1< j (C) T Vftl 6 S 13 . LNewton4B 

4 4006- naUAH5Y!toTOff{1?{OT p ^ 4S11 - A “ c ^^5 z ^ 

5 tB 6S MUUACHHIXLAD(1^)Q NLSte«1ar5611_SVM»Mlft5B 

6 Otlto- Q1VWE6flSS-P(142) (0) A Jams58to - DSwoanayt3)l 

7 SC066 t>HARRYpO)JEO)RHdlreheaJ4B9 - F 4/*" 7 

B 300M T1CKA'TO<A'nilllNG^y2jBIA*«^5B3..aRlghimi(7)9 

BETTWG: M EAe Hope, 4-1*14 Bw's DouMa. 5*1 DM* M»re4>,7-1 M- 
jin Sfnqrtrnif. «M C-Hany, 14-1 UoSjgiJMBLeiL 16-1 <«w» 


PROVINCIAL RACING HANDICAP 
(CLASS E) £3,500 added Im if 79yds 

1 on-tt IMZEB>(14)(CO)(BF)PBans5 V0^AMeCBi1liyfi)6V 

2 (E-MI BEWWWSJBHPqjRwrwTBfi KWtonav 

3 00002- BffllUl KAZE g89) P Harris a 8 TJ C LBWOier (3) 6 

4 00000- MELL0RSfJ47)MHettavafc5BB E Drown. 2 

5 0*604 NeVBtlHHK TWICEm Uhs A Johnson 58 to. J OrtnnT B 

6 506-32 LOCH STYLE CW) (C) H HoBn^iaad 506 F Lynch 4 

7 30062 CHARLIE CHANG (14) B Uarelyn 5 7 11 . DadinCrSIwal 

B 04000- N0RTHB1NJUDCC(J1UA JameS57toJRBrtalBnd(})5B 

9 -noon- NOBLE CAHOMRE (E33) D WMa 6 7 10 Jam Badger (T) 9 

-3 declared - 

BET7WG: 76 Clartta Chang, 4-1 Hvaad, B-1 Be Wanted, UkIi Style, 
7.1 IfovwTMnfcMnv B-1 MfonBMte Northern Jodge, IM others 


PT INTERS' GUIDE 


UTTOXETER 

1.15: Strong Chairman has been 
competing in good company al 
Cheltenham and Newbury of fate. 
He must have a big say here. 
Careysrille and MOUNTAIN 
PATH have been picking up prizes 
st lesser trucks bm are progressing 
fast, especially die latter. 

aoa 

L4S: Lada Forte has been raised 
9fb after an easy win at Hunting- 
don last month, but this mare is tal- 
ented, as is Royale Angela, up 
IWb for a Pfompwa victory last 
time. REPARIUS was well beaten 
at Ascot three weeks ago, but the 
likelihood of belter going today can 
spark a return to form. 

□□□ 

■y 7ft- pip Of Praise will become 
a serious Grand National con- 
tender If taking this.. This is his 
toughest test to date, though, and 
Ottawa and KAMIKAZE tempt at 
longer odds. Kim Bailey’s grey 
was four lengths clear when falling 
at the final fence in a good notice 
event here 11 months ago. 

SANDOWN 

2JH): The second favourite for the 
Champion Hurdle, Shadow Leader, 
hardly set the world alight when 
second to Kerawi at Kempton on 
Boxing Day - Sanmartino was 
four lengths behind and is lib bel- 
ter off now. MareHo’s best per- 
formance came last time on easy 
ground over four furlongs further 

and she may not have the speed to 


HYPF.RION’S 
TV TIPS 

cope with DEBUTANTE DAYS, a 
smart juvenile two seasons ago who 
has eaten a tong t ^ me 10 recover 

EtrHn a fall in the Triumph Hurdle. 
She won three times on the Flat last 
summer, runs well when fresh 
from a break, receives up to 15lb 
from her rivals and is reported to 
have been schooling welL 

OJO 

3.05: The French import CYFOR 
MALTA receives 10lb age al- 
lowance from his rivals, yet is 
more experienced over fences, 
having won twice at AuteuiL If ihe 
quick ground is a problem then 
Chiefs Song may benefit. 

□GO 

3 JS-. Gold Cup hope Cool Dawn 
has been raised 51b for his most last 
win and looks vulnerable. YEO- 
MAN WARRIOR looks an im- 
proved performer and can step np. 

□CO 

4.10: BIG STRAND acts on this 
ground, likes a stiff uphill finish and 
ran with promise on his return, 
frie ndshi p, who has course-and- 
disiaoce form, is a big threat. 

□□□ • 

440: COLOUR CODE has stacks 
of potential, while Kurakka was 
very disappointing last time. 


The former NationaJ Hunt jockey 
Steve Smith Ecdes (right) gives a 
runner- by-runner analysis of todays 
Tote Bookmakers Handicap Hurdle 



Mistinguetc Stormed home in last 
Saturday's Oeeve Hurdle and 
has an excellent chance if those 
exertions have not taken iheir tofl. 
Daraydam In excellent fora be- 
fore Christinas but failed to stay 
three miles in soft ground fast time. 
At this trip he haseacb-waydaims: 
princefizh WO! struggle to improve 
on his second at Wawkk last time. 
Not the most fluent jumper. 
Moorish: Pulls hard and has to be 
held up. Could hU traffic problems. 
Bucfcbonse Boy. Not the best of 
jumpers and could miss one out 
Jathib: Hard lo see him winning 
this on his firet outing this season. 
Big Strand: An eye-catching third 
on his seasonal debut The one 
they all have to beat. 

Friendship: Unlucky not to com- 
plete a hat-trick When fatting at the 
last at Kempton- Each-way claims 
if that does not dent hisconfideoce. 


Whip TTanAr His trainer is not 
sparkling and there is a question 
mark about the trip for this one. 
Dating: Refused to race on his 
reappearance. One to avoid. 
Outset Cannot be expected to im- 
prove for last run as he was fit 
from the FlaL Small horse who 
may struggle physically. 

Far Dawn: Could not win if he 
started now. 

Runaway Pete: Little chance on 
this year's form, 
if arbour Island: Runs best in 
blinkers but 'even though he has 
them on here he should not figure. 

Condustom The game Misiinguctt 
impressed me at Cheltenham last 
week but 1 fee.I this tough race 
comes. too soon. Friendship has 
sound each-way claims but BIG 
STRAND is very attractively 
weighted and wOl carry my fiver. 


LEOPARDSTOWN - SUNDAY 


iOOKl DR P J MORIARTY MEMORIAL NOVICE CHASE 
l«.aoi (GRADE 2) £50,000 added 2m 5f Penalty Value £32,500 


1 1-jm BOSS DOYLE (4ZJ (C) (Mrs AM My) M Monte 6 120 _ 

2 -SfTtB MLL SOCIETY (70) (BF)(P Gray) NMettto 6 GO 

3 flFCF SVBBOLOF SUCCESS {57)(D) (NOT SyndcaielDWiaiBfGS) 7 BO — .J 

4 1/11-1 FtfiHDAPEAra.(41)(C)(Mr8V0la»y)WPMi*afi-n7 

6 203U MOUNT DRUtD (8) (J fitey) L Barnett 8 11 7 _ 

-Sdecteart— 

BCmNd 10-11 Florida Peart, 7-4 HflJ So<*<y, 7-2 Boss Doyto, 25-1 Symbol Ot Success, 66-1 
ManrtDnti 

1997: Donna Pride B to 0 J P frqderlck B-11 1» (M tfouhgan) 4 mi 


3.40 


HENNESSY COGNAC GOLD CUP (GRADE 1 1RBC2 
CHASE) £100,000 3m Penalty VSsfue £58,000 


2MB4 ANABATIC (14) (Q(WJ Phebrt UJOBrian 1)120- 
Fflff COHKET(1SHSJOSmwi9APOertenBEO- 


TPRwM 
-A Dobbin 


l-1» DORANS PrtDE (38) (CD) (BF)(TJ Man) MHoulgsnfl 120 BDunWttfr 

P-P54U GO BALLISTIC (13) (D) (Mrs B J Locteal) J CShoa (GB) 6 12 0 — MAFtagttttd 
113053 ^MESHAmrST-(2S)(Cn(M9flBPrtl«^D MOteB fSB] O eOJfrSDlaadcB 

3P-221 MPEHIAL CALL (48) (CO) flfcaelan Farms) F Suhertaid 9 12 0 CODayw 

4021Z MBIRY SALE (6) (C) pF) (H U Starttey) J Oraaoef to O 0 NMSaatofl 

B 4M3U DUN BELLE (10) (D) G*s A Ccmiyl P Fahy 9 Tl 9 TPTteacy 

-BdKtared- 

BETT1NG: 11-ID Doran* Frida, 11-B knpartal OO, 7-1 Many Gale, 12-1 Go BaBtaBc, 26-1 Her- 
nua Kamo, 40-1 AattWIc, Cuikat, SO-l ttw Bttte 
1997: Danok 9 to 0^ T P Tnuo/ B-1 (T Foley) 8 tan 


FIRST SHOW 


Uttoxeter - 1.45 


Nona 

C 

H 

L 

T 

Lud* Forte 

52 

11-4 

3-1 

52 

HonteAaoee 

n-2 

M 

51 

7-1 

nil*— 

B-l 

7-1 

fi-1 

7-1 

Matmaste 

9-1 

B-1 

B-1 

7-1 

EMVBOY 

KM 

ID-1 

M-1 

51 

Lough AA 

to-i 

»1 

0-1 

IM 

Afoate__ 

9-1 

tz-i 

11-1 

H-1 

ftuttWpw 

e-i 

0-1 

M-1 

14-1 

WlraisPrlda 

14-1 

■e-i 

8-1 

M-1 

■ 

Nwron 

IB-1 

14-1 

16-1 

151 

MraOlhas 

frl 

*1 

te-i 

«4 

Bug 

as-1 

aw 

20-1 

251 

Cattle Sant 

as-i 

to-i 

33-1 

251 


£a*40*aqia*fjHa*ij,f*ces T.S3 
C - COat N- Wten w L- LartMes. T- toe 


Sandown - 3.05 


Hone 

C 

H ‘ 

- T 

CMbrMrtt 

54 

7-4 

156 

vbdtDnte 

SO 

94 

« 

Dr LaiK 

IM 

IM 

‘92 

OWteSong 

7-1 

7-1 

fi2 

MMMRjKtao 

51 

54.. 

52 

aiOBY 

251 

251 

' »i 


&*H%aquaffirfeottt, ptoa t ,2 

C-ComlH-WfanhKT-ias • 


| Uttoxeter 

- 2.20 


Horn 

C 

H 

L 

T 

HtaaOlProm 

7-4 

52 

M 

94 

CsfliAQav 

51 

112 

92 

182 

NMhoiLad 

7-1 

51 

51 

51 

MmaSBov 

51 

7-1 

51 

tw 

OBOttB 

7-1 

51 

7-1 

■02 

Kenhm 

151 

51 

151 

51 


HbQBBarThalTW 94 &J tH Qi 


Ttanlng i 'Bti 


,16-1 IB-i IB-1 w-i 
.20-1 W-i yn 14-1 


Greenra'ftreBaeyS.i 35-1 33-1 2&.1 


jRfiB* 39-1 g-l 38-1 2LM 

atfra%aahr*od*ptec8sj.^j 

C - coitt H - VHam M. L - LxMea T - toe 


| Sandown 

— 4.10 


Hon 

C 

H 

| 

T 

Bn Stund 

7-a 

7-2 

51 

xa 

RrincaU 

51 

116 

51 

tw 

FifesKtrtiis* 

■&z 

tv? 

51 

-7-1 

Nrtnrttnt 

7-1 

51 

7-T 

me' 

Uttutt 

51 

51 

B-1 

51 

WhteHmd 

51 

W 

5) 

" 51 

Moorish 

151 

151 

51 

91 

OutMt 

51 

51 

151 

151 1 

ftarthnwaBra 

*1 

tort 

20rt 

tort. 

CbruKtei 

251 

e-i 

«i 

to-i 

AnamPae 

25-1 

25-1 

251 

■251' 

Jtthfa 

351 

351 

351 

351 

^riBng 

451 

451 

451 

451 

fteDo-n 

33-1 

251 

45 V 

451 

^waKflgmaa-fleocatepteMT.aJ ' 

C - Cost H - WBan M L - Latetea T- Ur 


TOTE BOOKMAKERS HANDICAP HUROLC- IO-YEAR-1 


BjagjB&fcg Hdte 

Yrtnttaf’e plaea In batBwa: Q 
Starttria-Prtcoa: 


.3/5 A 


^5 SL 92 S3 B4 M 86 


TWwiftiB fratgnue 
WrtnWaagK 


S-l 20-1 A 
XJ2 hb fC 


0 1 D 1 3 

- B ~ 1 33 ~ 1 7-a B-1 3-1 g-J- 


T" ortBBt ~P ri ewl wtrawB Wro cte Man naasi a.i — 

Tbotrakien 


m go ca an mo iu 
8 
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pawn to enhance Alner’s golden feeling 

With each O W 



With each success this 

10-year-old 

fotrner hunter chaser 

has been entering more 

and more notebooks as a 
powibie for jumping’s 

greatest prize at the 

Cheltenham Festival 

; Today, as Richard 
ft ^ondson reports, that 
winning run should 
continue at Sandown. 

When the bugle sounds each 
moramg at Locketts farm in the 
Doraet village of Droop there 
® always one slacker who re- 
mains glued to his camp bed. 

Cool Dawn has the reputa- 
tion of being the creature 

at Robert Alner s racing stab/es, 
but it is a trait his trainer can 
hamlle as the 10-year-old is 
quite the opposite on the track. 

Three times at Ascot this 
jjseason we have seen the geld- 
^ing run his opponents into the 
soiL As he has been repelling all 

boarders, the horizon has been 
pushed further back and there 
are now some judges who be- 
lieve Cool Dawn can be an in- 
fluence in the Cheltenham 
Gold Cup itself. 

Alner does not disagree but 
considers his horse will have to 
improve about a stone between 
now and 19 March to be a fac- 
tor. Tm not bullish about the 
Gold Cup at all because there 
are classier horses about,” he 
said. “But they’ve got to be fit 
and well cm the day. as mine has. 
Sillier things have happened. So 
far ours has done nothing 
wrong, and when he does we 
can think again.” 

™ Cool Dawn has been a 
“ tremendous hunter chaser m his 
time and was runner-up to El- 
egantLord in the R>xhunters at 
the Festival in 1996. He went on 
to finish third in the Irish Na- 
tional. Last season was some- 
thing of a washout as he injured 
a check ligament on his only 
start at Sandown, but h did stop 
the body clock running. Cool 
Dawn (335) will be having only - 
his 12th race under Rules when 
be sets out in the Agfa Diamond 
Chase at Sandown today. 

It could evenbe that he is im- 
proving, judged on his mostre- 



Champleve (right) confirms his Aride Trophy potential as he jumps upsides Coolinny on the way to success at Lingfield yesterday Photograph: Peter Jay 


cent win. “The horse is fine and 
that last run will have done him 
good,” Alner said. “He was 
taken on by Go Ballistic which 
made him have a race. Carry- 
ing 12st in that sticky ground 
was absolutely ideal because it 
made him do a bit of work.” 

The other televised races 
from Esher are harder to rail. 
Marello puts her unbeaten 
record following three bumpers 
and six hurdles in its greatest 
jeopardy yet in the Agfa Hur- 
dle. Three of her rivals met at 
Kempton’s Christmas meeting 
and Shadow Leader (230) 
came out best even though he 
was in need of the run and was 
bussed in from a stable that was 
more like a sick bay at the time. 

The most valuable race on 
the card is actually a SciDy Isles 
Novices’ Chase which is heavi- 


ly socked with Festival aspirants. 
Cyfor Malta will be well fancied, 
but on this ground Jade Doyle 
(3.05) is a better option. 

Mistingnett (4.10) is back to 
form and should follow up last 
Saturday's win in the Cleeve 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Nahtiien Lad 
(Uttoxeter 2.20) 

NB: Strong Chairman 
(Uttoxeter 1.15) 

Hurdle, while Dean Gallagher's 
wish in the closing novice hur- 
dle will be simply that he gets 
round in one piece on Claudia 
Electric. He is now the only one 
of the “weighing room three" in 
working condition. 

The most important news of 
the day, of course, concerns Ut- 
taxeter, where a new, improved 


press box will be unveiled for the 
hard-working men and women 
who keep the sport going. 

The day's largest pot is at the 
Midlands track and connected 
to the Singer & Fried lander Na- 
tional Dial, wh ich is an Ain tree 
trial in more than name as 12 
months ago it was collected by 
Lord Gyllene. The distance of 
the contest has been reduced 
but it will still need a beast with 
considerable constitution to 
succeed. NAHTHEN LAD (nap 
2.20) is the one to be on. 

A plausible candidate for the 
Royal & SunAUiance Chase 
runs in the opener. Paul 
Nicbolls rales Strong Chairman 
(next best 1.15) as potentially 
the best horse he has trained. 

Cheltenham opposition for 
the Chairman will be on view at 
Leopardstown tomorrow. Flori- 


da Pearl, last year's Festival 
bumper winner, will be the 
favourite here, but it will be no 
cakewalk with the likes of Boss 
Doyle and Hill Society, who are 
undefeated in seven completed 
starts over fences between 
them, in the field. 

The focus of the card though 
is the Hennessy Cognac Gold 
Cup. in which Go Ballistic and 
Hermes Harvest form the 
British representation in a race 
which may deliver the Gold Cup 
favourite. Jodami and Imperi- 
al Call have used it asa platform 
for Blue Riband success and the 
latter again turns up for duty to- 
morrow. His most dangerous ri- 
val is Dorans Pride, who has 
worked well since having a bad 
air day last month at Naas, 
where he finished in “respira- 
tory distress". 


Cheltenham 
for Champleve 

There were some nervous spec- 
tators at Lingfield yesterday as 
Champleve made his debut over 
fences. Martin Pipe's five-year- 
old had been backed from 20-1 
to 12-1 for the Arkle Chase at 
the Cheltenham Festival, despite 
the fact that it had never jumped 
anything bigger than a hurdle. 

But anyone who had backed 
Champleve need not have wor- 
ried as Tony McCoy steered the 
French-bred horse home five 
lengths dear of Gipsy Geof. His 
Arkle odds were immediately re- 
duced to 10-1 after the win. 

“He did it very nicely, 
jumped well and kept going," 
Pipe said of his 4-7 winner. 





GREG WOOD 

THEA-Z 
OF BETTING 


U is for . . . 


Union jade A bet which is 
filled in on one of those bright- 


ly coloured, pre-prmted slips 
which are dotted around a bet- 
ting shop like jars of sweets in 
a candy shop. And the similarity 
does not end there, since 
Union Jacks, Round Robins, 
Lucky 15s. Goliaths and the rest 
wifi eat away at your punting 
money just as surely as sherbet 
dip will rot your teeth. Of all 
such bets, though, the Union 
Jack is probably the most 
brazen. Nine selections are en- 
tered in three rows of three, and 
settled as eight trebles - the 
horizontal rows, the vertical 
columns, and the two diagonals. 
As a result, it is possible to have 
as many as five winners among 
your nine choices and still not 
receive a crooked farthing in re- 
turn. which must be the closest 
thing to legalised mugging that 
the gambling laws allow. 

Unseated rider: Polite way of 


saying that the jockey fell off 
your horse for little or no ap- 
parent reason, and a particularly 
irritating way to see your cash 
disappear. Even the best jock- 
eys occasionally make the basic 
mistake of forgetting to hang on, 
but steering clear of novice 
chases and learner riders usu- 
ally pares down these mishaps 
to an acceptable minimum . 

Under Starter’s Orders: The 
moment at which the race is 
deemed to have started, and in 
Flat races at least, a bet is a run- 
ner even if the animal you 
placed it on is not Rules over the 
sticks axe a little different these 
days, and the starter can declare 
a horse a non-runner if it refus- 
es to set off with the rest In prac- 
tice, however, it is still not 
unknown for the field for a 
jumps race to come under orders 
when half of them are still cir- 


cling 30 yards from the start, and 
at least two have planted their 
hooves so firmly that it is dear 
nothing short of an electric cat- 
tle prod will persuade them to 
race. The tapes go up, all but a 
couple lose 20 lengths, the 
favourite is still facing the wrong 
way when the rest of the field 
comes round for the second 
time, irate punters bum down 
the grandstand, and the starter 
retires fora cuppa, happy in the 
knowledge of a job well done. 

Unexposed: This can describe 
any horse with less than half a 
dozen races to its name, but ap- 
plies especially to one whose 
trainer has carefully hidden its 
true ability from the prying eyes 
of those whom it need not con- 
cern (the owner, for example). 
At the appointed time, probably 
in a nursery handicap after three 

“quiet” runs, the beast in ques- 


tion will be backed off the 
boards and hot up in a hade can- 
ter. Unless, of course, the re- 
straining tactics in earlier races 
and/or its naturally lazy dispo- 
sition have taught it the valuable 
lesson that it will still get fed even 
if its finishes second. In which 
case any sensible horse will very 
soon turn out to be . . . 

Uogerraine: Which is really just 
an unpleasant way of describing 
a racehorse with a dose of the 
smarts. By nature, the thor- 
oughbred is a flight animal 
and also one with a deep-seat- 
ed herding instinct, both of 
which are trails to cherish if you 
are trying to survive on a preda- 
tor-infested steppe somewhere 
in Asia Minor. In the horse’s 
natural environment, a desire to 
stride dear of the pack could be 
positively suicidal but on the 
racetrack, quite the opposite is 


the case. The obvious problem 
here, of course, is that no one 
has yet found a way to inform 
the horses thaLna we don't want 
you to slide together, we want 
you to Uy and win. Statistics 
show that only 20 per cent of 
horses ever win any sort of race 
at all which probably means that 
the re mainin g 80 per cent trot- 
ting along behind are shaking 
their heads in astonishment 
and saying: Look at that 
showoff. He must be bonkers. 

Unlucky: It had never won be- 
yond a mile, on ground any eas- 
ier than good to firm, on an 
undulating track, going left 
handed or with anyone but 
Frankie in the saddle. You 
backed it over 12 furlongs at Ep- 
som the day after a cloudburst, 
with a 71b daimer up. Whs there 
any problem with your logic? Of 
course not It was just unlucky. 
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HYPERION 

1.20 What’s Your Stray 1.50 Celestial Choir 2.25 
Woofs Lad 2J58 Cattiy Hang 330 Wahlba Sands 
4.00 ProuriSlin 435 Native Recruit 


PT50 


WXNO: Good (Good to Soft 

• Lett-hand onat cacuft. Run-«i of 300yda s*£T°y *4** . 

• Cane is NE ot town on B1224 near FtKOon oJA58 and Ai 
ADMISSION: Chi) EG; Ttftasafc £9; Ccuree £3 lOAPs EZ). Ao- 
oomp ai u ed under-Cs free. CAH Frag: M nnualov at 

• LEADMO TWUNBlS.WtTH H 

S3 n BtehMtfa 34-111 pifircy. T Eaatorby 23-62 {2S%i 

□ Nicholson fi-7D (273 —oat, * n . . ii,i «vt« 

• UEADIW JOCKEV& L 20-1S 

(163%* R Guest 17-83 (205%I PMay 

• FAVOURITES: 203 wins tram <73 races fES** 

BUNKERED FWST TIME: None- 


i ‘ OOl SPOFFORTH HANDICAP HURDLE 
Ugjj (CLASS C) £5,500 added 2m 7f 

1 1-H64 SPBB»pl)CHcW«n611^- 

2 2MH OUMHAN {Bp P J NW»_11 _? 0 £ S 

3 S403S wwofi your story 10* 

4 2 - 40 G 0 HR CHBsne» Mss L ktMga ^- 

5 W34 tWESTWSaypqMHBnnondetJO NHorac*.^ 

E sm roCA6RO0W WlM|9 «0 — Na ” m 

tfnoun wagbt m* Km (ip w&Me »»**»»«**""* 




BETTING M SpeodW, 7-Z Invert HtMfe 4-1 Wlrtt VbwStwy, 5-1 
OtympiWi 7-1 Mr CteWie, ^1 IQnd« Groovy 

SKIPTON NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) 
.£5,000 added 2m 4f 110yds 

1 48-fl CfiESTIAL CHOIR (H) (C0J JLty»8118 BBtoray 

2 3T1B- BOBBY GRANT (329) (Ct» <BF) C Grant 7 II 

3 00336 ffiWTON MIST (75) MlS S SirtBi 7 11 3 .GFRjjWp) 

4 413600 HR BRUNO (14) W Barnes 5 10 7 SteftarPJ 

-4 dadarad- 

BETTMGe 1-4 CalesIlBl Ctiofc 4-1 Bobby Grant 12-1 Naatoa HU. 39-1 
Mr anno 

R1EVAULX HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
B) £8,000 added 2m 

343855 PROFLUENT (USA} (7) M Hannw>d7 !20 

FF-2F MULUGAN(21!(D)DMd^cn8CD "Jtorton 

51-221 fMQ.’S LAD (S3) (D) “-S?' 

41-3QP STASH THE CASH (43) (D) M H»mwid7 
,.tS0 DEBIT MOtJMTftM PS) (CP) Nfotetftai S O Cartiany 
2HE- BREAK TM: RULES (PIT) (P) Pri DNfcheiaB 

_ _ - -r 

Mm ^ceVcrefoh luck (Fumc oI mbm today 7 m i 

310 EffECT^OT^^VV«a™5nS SKfiBrP) 

-Bdednod- 


2.55 


MARSTON MOOR HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS B) £12,000 added 2m 4f 110yds 


-AXES KADI 


D Mdvben 9 H 6_ 


s Cartwriy 
..B Unman 


2.25 


3021 CATTu KMlG (23) (CO) JLei^iS1>0 MrSDmck(q 

U2T1/P SHW1NQ FOUNTAIN (C}DMPasfef 9 BO BStoref 

-endni- 

lAiMuni tmighc lost JiwhantSap mtlgU: Sting FoumtoM Ob 
BETTWQ: 7-4 Cunbrin ChaBHiga. 541 Oefly Hang, 1M KadL 11-2 AH 
The Aon. 8-1 Scotton Barts, 25-1 Shining FbuBHn 

ROSSINGTON MAIN NOVICE HURDLE 
(GRADE 2} (CLASS A) £14,000 2m 


4.35 


3.30 


6 FORM- SHU(LSAOfl( 2 S)kfesPfi!tonT 1 T 1 T) MrCMuM( 7 ) 

-Gdnefnd- 

BETTWQ: 4-5 Pimd Sun, 9-4 Ibetoa Hill, 7-1 Poflage Stamp, 14-1 Hgh- 
lucknan, 1S-1 Cttdnparaiy, 20-1 SbuBSsor 

WEATHERBYS OPEN NH FLAT RACE 
(CLASS H) Cl ,500 added 2m 

D LUQQSYP9) (0) N1Vwtovn»teB611 11 L Sutton (7) 

1 HR BUSSV (2T) ffi] Mb M Ftoitoy S I1 11 —il HenVigbsi (1) 

BALUNA BOV J RuGoNd 5 II 4 FLaahyp) 

CAMDEN FELLOW Mn M Jonra 5 H 4 JIDume ( 5 ) 

a choice cur (irt t CrtMf s n 4 onn 

P CRAZY HORSE (7) L bug) 5 A 4 HrBGtaon (7) 

2 NR JAKE (10!} H Haynes 5 114 R ThonVon 


1 39- 114 CIRCUS STAR (49) (DJ D NcfnSan 5 T1 12 RTTmntan 

2 11 WAHBA SANDS (4B)jq J Du*y> 5 1112 „PCortwry 

3 S-B CHNA CASTLE (FSj 3 JF) P tasbn 5 T1 5 MPorter 

4 T22 F0UM»VLANE(43}(D}(BF)M8MRBVBtay7115..J.Wyer 

5 1 TR00PB1 pH) (D) M Hammond 4 1)9 JIGmttr 

-5dednd- 

BErmtt B-11 WH» Smte, 4-1 Ctaa Stot 92 Foundry Law, 84 Ttoop- 
k 14-1 Orine CssOa 


HAJIVE RECRUIT D NUiofcon 5 11 4. 


..JUtanees-R) 

QnseURNLADMnJB0Hn5114 B Storey 

0 SHACRSJ (SB) JDu*p5114 UrHDuriop(7) 

4 SPOOFS KV GAME (14) T Eatorty 5 11 4 LWyw 

02B THi. HONTY (21) Ms J Brawn 6 11 4 HrSDmck(S) 

1 CEST MOI LAUREL (Ffl) (32) (D) I*® V Wlans 4 IT 1 


4.00 


JjSfclK 10-1 Sash Tbi C«A 20-1 
PTOSMtA ■ 


HAROLD CHARLTON MEMORIAL HUN- 
TER CHASE (CLASS H) £1,500 3m If 

1 0E2P- HKMANDBIAN p9<0 J Hrttana 12 12 4 MrCMonm 

2 C31fl PROUD SUN (P21) (D) S Pke D124 ^Jlr S Durack @ 

3 PVn- TEEKMMU(3U9(to*BBato9tt4.^jfrBPaM(B) 

4 33^- CATCHAPBWY (362) (D) Mu D Tliner Q ITU 

JUrWWtailBttP) B 


14 

00 OBI OF HOUy (75) ft Wbod 5 1) 11 

M Norton p) 
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J0w 

20 

ROCKY UY BOV 1*sS Snfih4 D8 

GFRywiR 

21 

22 

WILL SCARLET J KCrasswel 4 08 
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BEnWfi: M ffErt Mol bunt, 6-1 Ndn Reairt, M Lugm 8rB» 
bft 9-1 Spoofi My 0*4, 12-1 Mr Jita, Hefnatey Fta; 14-1 ofiwn 


THE INDEPENDENT 


RACING SERVICES 

0891 261 i 

HIVE CiaMEMTAUESjBIliUjJ 



AU COURSES RESULTS 

! mm 261 9 70 J 


racj^SJ^ults 

catterick 

rSSSSSSSSSSSK 

“sSsssaa 

3 % hd. (M CSF: 

“SS-SSSS."-" 1 



- ®fSS!S2Ssan 


Sty. Fetefticrough). TW® £330! £190 EZfld 
Dp £740. CSF: ElSOL 
4.00: 1. AIKnTCFll»JPM«n) 4-1ta^ 
z. Noddle 5-1; S. RU Ltodnr 5-L 11 ran. 
a (Mrs M Ftowtoy 

£uaE2fla £2Sa OF; £20*1 CSF: £2&aa 

Jfpnxm Lard 33-1; 3. Blowtno 
Amy 7-2. lontn. 7 (M Hap I r SlS;^ 

£J*ia CfiF:£42fia Tha£207» 

QuadpottMl 

pSw&Esisa R 134281 
lingfield 

1.40: 1. GALLANT TAfTY(APMrf^) 

. 4 j— it 9 l aw ilmte 6-1. 1 MunBy *™a- 

iktt 5-i* 4. SRrtWonindl B-1. 17 ran. 3 % 
Sn.cmM/0. DF: rona CSF: nasa 


Unicast £6042. Trier EttSQ Non Fkaner 
Palace Rarada 

2.10:1. CHAMPLEVE (A P McCoy) 4-7 
tav; 2. CUpxy GaoT 7-1; 3. Mouse Bird 

a 5 ran. 5 . n {ft Ppa wangm^. tiiik eibo: 

£120 £iea of; easa csf: msa 

iMk 1 . BOfUZON (C (Jewlyn) M tor. 
2. Aboo Horn 13-2; 3. Tyrolean Dream 5- 
I 7 m. 4 , det (N lwistorhDaviBS, Chet- 
tenhem). Tbta: £130: EU0 £360 DF: £340 
C3F: EaSE. NR: Announcing 

3.10: 1. THE EXECUTOR (C UswelyiT) 
BD-30; 2. Mega Tti 7-1; 3. Lucy TMiy 7- 
2. 8 raa 3-1 fav Hewer GoK Diamond 
(puted up). 2, 7. (R OSuMwaa Whitcombs) 
T MfcBMQ;£20a^£UUOF:£1S0aCg; 
E2SS3. THcaat £BtM. No bUfw the winner. 

040:1. ORSWELL LAD RWidga) 
B-4 taw; z Cal Home 10-1; 3. FoocfiKohar 

star n-4 5ren.3 , A.a (P HobbalWwA 
Tote: £220; £itL £320 DF: £1240 CSF: 
£Q0& 

4.10: T. SIMONS CASTLE (NWRanaon) 


S-4 tew; 2. Bahamian Knight 15-8; 3. Roy- 
al Sdmhtr 12-t 18 ran. nk. 13. pi CTSlC- 
wan, Whitcombs) Hate: £230; £L10 £130 
£330 DF: £200 CSF: £337. Tito: £570 

4 JtK 1.MON ABHE (A Thornton) 7-1; 2. 
Nonmania 10-1 ; 3- Enufty’a Darting tf-l 10 
ran. 94 tew "tete Cowar (unseated rido) 10 
n (AHobbo Khgdxidge) iuk £8fiQ; £230 
ra«l E240 Dft EE3XL CSF: £3K2a^ Tricast 
riOB.fi THo: £0080 
Ptacepot: EDO Quadpot £330 
Plan 6: £847 Hacs K £490 

SOUTHWELL 

IJJft 1. DANCING RIO (C Lwrthw) 8- 
1;2.D*mw»snBlav;3. PoaOo 7-L 11 
rnaO (P Ftaatanai*E£tn0;£Lm£120 
£130 OF: £070 CSF: riSBO Tricaat EBlflO 
Tito: £840 

2.20: 1. ROCK ISJtND LINE (PBractoy) 

5-1; 2. Itaman OBvar o-l; 3. Pina Flldge 
Lad 7-t 9 ran. hd. 0 (J Berry) Tola: £SfiO; 
£2*X£tfi£33QDF:£a8QC9F:£fi5ail1o: 
£3020. Vbanan OBnrwasfirt part the post. 


butaftBraste*ard^inqurytf»fir«tw^ 
ngs ware revsraed 

230: 1. OK BABE (D Bfegs) 6-1; 2. Em- 
biant TM lav, a Ftatt Franc 9-2 11 ran. 
nk, i. (J Atahuraq. IUk £530; £240 £L80 
£120 OF; £530 CSF: £«5t Tricast £5075 
THo: £530 NR: Rodcswah 
3^0: 1. WILD CANARY (W Ryan) 13-1; 

2- Mtoada Island 1-S fev; 3. Highbury 
lagand 25-1 6 tan. 2 22 (Lord Hunthg- 
Ctan) Haas £1320; £300 EUODF: £4500^; 
£M0a 

330: 1. PICKENS (MmTrida) 5-2; 2. 
Errant 9-1; 3. Ruth's Gambia 33-1 13 ran. 
0-10 to State Approval (4(h) V* B (Don 
Enrico Indsa) Tbte: £*30; ri30 £230. 
£320 DF: £2010 CSF: E3UKL THo: £4260. 

4J» 1. EVE20 RUFO (P Rcbarta) 7-2; 
2. Moamldng 3-1 tav; 3. Bald at Vision 
7-2. 6 ran. 6, 5 p>( UHmotten) Tbte £270; 
£m£V0DF:£aia CSF: OOS2 

Ptacepot £720 Quadpob £250 
Plaoe 6: £2040 Place 5: £W48 


athletics. 


Oakes’ golden 
talent glows for 
new generation 


On the weekend Judy 
Oakes won her first 
national title, Kevin 
Keegan, John Toshacfc 
and Steve Heighway 
scored Liverpool's goals 
in a 3-0 FA Cup win 
against Carlisle United. 
Simon Turnbull talks to the 
shot putter who is still 
going for gold 21 years 
later. 

This year may be toe dawn of 
a new era for British athletics 
-what with no Christie, do Gun- 
nell no reigning world or 
Olympic champion and no 

money -but one thing about the 

sport remains reassuringly the 
same. In Birmingham this 
weekend Judy Oakes will be 
challenging for a national title. 

It was ever thus, it seems. 
The View From AAA of Eng- 
land Indoor Championships, 
held at the National Indoor 
Arena today and tomorrow, 
happens to mark the 21st an- 
niversary of the first senior suc- 
cess achieved by the 
shot-putting phenomenon from 
Croydon Harriers. 

“I don’t think I can remem- 
ber," Oakes said, attempting to 
cast her mind back to 28 Janu- 
ary. 1977, the Friday night she 
putted 15.87 metres at Cosford 
to wrest the women’s AAA in- 
door title from Janis Ken of 
Mitcham AG 

“I rhink I had pigtails then ” 
she continued, after a pause for 
reflective thoughL “That’s all I 
can picture. It’s such a long time 
ago, you know.” 

It is that. In the men's events 
that weekend the 60m was won 
by Allan Wells, Daley Thomp- 
son finished second in the long 
jump and a 20-year-old Lough- 
borough University student by 
the nam e of Sebastian Coe an- 
nounced his arrival at senior lev- 
el with an impressive 800m 
victory. 

“Obviously all those guys 
have gone on to other things.” 
Oakes said. “I'm daft enough to 
still be here competing. 

“I’m lucky to have found 
something lean do weD. JU car- 
ry on while Fm in one piece, while 


lean do myseff justice and until 
someone better comes along. 

That might be a whde yet. 
One week short of her 4fhh 
birthday, Oakes remains the 
best in Britain - and by some 
distance. Last summer she 

topped the British rankings by 

more than a metre with 
18.42m. This winter she has 
already putted 18J6m indoors. 

Oakes is abo a dear leader of 
the Commonwealth ra nkings 
which bodes well for Kuala 
Lumpur in September. Barring 
injury and a sudden loss of form, 

she wiU not just be defending the 

title in Malaysia, but attempting 

to collect a sixth successive Con>- 

monwealth Games medal too. 

if that were Dot sufficient tes- 
timony to an enduringly suc- 
cessful athletics career, consider 
Oakes' record collection of na- 
tional titles - 40 at last counL 

“Each one feels just like the 
first,” she said. And the odds are 

on her savouring win number 41 

tomorrow afternoon, despite 
competition from an athlete 
who stood on the medal rostrum 
at the^ Warid Championships last 
s umm er. 

Denise Lewis may be the 
world’s second-best beptath- 
lete, judging by her silver-medal 
performance in Athens, but 
she is only the ninth-best shot 
putter in Britain. The multi- 
talented Midlander, like Oakes 
preparing for the defence of a 
Commonwealth title this year, 
has also entered the 60m hur- 
dles and the long jump. 

Jonathan Edwards, the oth- 
er World Championship indi- 
vidual medallist in action, may 
not confine hims elf to the triple 
jump, in which he hopes to 
threaten Keith Connor’s 17- 
y ear-old British indoor record, 
1731m. The Gateshead Harri- 
er, who jumped 1733m in Thm- 
pere, Finland, on Wednesday 
night, is among the entrants for 
the 60m. 

So is the hottest new prop- 
erty in British athletics, the 
scorcbingly fast Dwajn Cham- 
bers. The 19-year-old London- 
er, who set a world junior 100m 
record of 10.06s ec last summer, 
will be chasing his first senior 
national title. He had yet to be 
born when Judy Oakes won her 
first. 


SPO RT ON THE INTERNET 

Watch and listen 
with wire on ice 


Nagano might have come in for 
criticism as a venue for the Wir> 
ter Olympics, brn it has a lot go- 
ing for it as a virtual location 
on the Web - easy access, facts 
and figures, video highlights, 
and browser-testing software. 

In the run-up, the perfor- 
mance of the official Web site 
was shaky. However, on the 
eve of the Games it started to 
work properly. Given that it’s 
a graphically rich site, infor- 
mation on the results, venues, 
events, athletes and countries 
is reasonably quick to access. 

Text-based information is 
the first' port of call, but via 
the news page there is a 
RealAudio feed to the 
Olympic FM radio station 
which is broadcasting in Eng- 
lish, French and Japanese 
until 22 February. 

Similarly, a Web-based 
television channel, with 
archive material going back to 
October is up and running. 
Both TV and radio feeds rely 
on your browser having 
RealPlayer 5.0. plug-ins in- 
stalled - links to appropriate 
download sites are provided 

For those with muscular 
PCs and a lot of patience 
there is a 3D virtual tour of 
the venues* Links for the 
necessary software are pro- 
vided although guarantees of 
it working with any particular 
system are noL The down- 
loadable screensaver poses 
less technical problems. 


Away from the official site, 
the indispensable, though im- 
probably named Yahoo! 
Internet Life: Wire and Ice 
Guide to the Winter Olympics 
is a comprehensive collec- 
tion of resources for access to 
results, reports and a sport-by- 
sport guide which should 
prove useful to anyone igno- 
rant of the new events such as 
curling and snowboarding or 
NHL fans keen to see how 
their version of ice hockey dif- 
fers from the Olympic version. 
There are also links to the tra- 
ditional Web sports sites such 
as CBS, CNN and ESPN. 

To send fan mail and search 
for athletes' home pages the 
animation-heavy IBM Fan 
Mail page is worth a visiL 
British bobsleigh ers Richard 
Budget! and Lenny Paul have 
their own pages linked from 
here, but Alberto Tomba’s 
home page is absent. 

If you're fed up with the 
views erf reporters and athletes 
you could always try following 
the Olympic diary of a spec- 
tator and volunteer at the 
Games. Jim, an American 
living and working in Japan for 
the past four years, has such 
an online diary. “I present a 
dear, unclouded perspective 
free of bias, prejudgement, or 
an over-reliance on truth,” he 
writes. Could be a refreshing 
alternative to official Web 
site ideologies. 

- Andy Oldfield 
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18/RUGBY UNION 


French danger signals have Woodward on his guard 


Sporting sages are 
forever reminding us 
that a team are only as 
good as their last game, 
but England’s 
barnstorming assault on 
the All Blacks at 
Twickenham in 
December continues to 
deflect attention from 
one uncomfortable fact: 
they have now gone six 
Tests without a win. 

Chris Hewett says 
victory In Paris this 
afternoon would be 
worth its weight in gold. 


Brian Moore's pitbullisb asser- 
tion that playing the French at 
rugby was like “facing 15 Eric 
Cantonas” was meant - and tak- 
en - as an insult. bui England 
would far rather lock horns 
with a Parisian street gang of 
kung-fu-kicking pseudo-poets 
than with the unknown quanti- 
ties selected to launch the Gal- 


lic game into the 21st century 
at the Stade de France today. 

Any red-blooded English- 
man worth bis salt knew pre- 
cisely how to provoke the 
Cantona combustibles into self- 
destruct mode, but what about 
Raphael Ibanez, Thomas 
Uevremont and Christophe 
Dominiri? Can these newcom- 
ers be persuaded to blow a col- 
lective gasket? 

The one thing that really 
worries Clive Woodward, 
Lawrence Dallaglio and the 
rest of the English hierarchy is 

the thought that this unfamiliar 
French side, led as it is by a 
rookie captain and stacked with 
ball-playing loose forwards 
rather than hit-men the size of 
Matlerhoms, will prove disci- 
plined as well as rapid, calm as 
well as imaginative. 

“Something tells me that 
the French are at their most 
dangerous right now," sa/d 
Woodward yesterday. 

England’s coach believes 
that the 50-point shellacking in- 
flicted oa Les Tricolores by the 
Springboks in November was, if 


not quite a blessing in disguise, 
a salutary experience in the 
sense that it gave Jean-Claude 
Skrela and Pierre Wtepreux, his 
opposite numbers, Che chance 
to create a fresh side in their 


FRANCE v ENGLAND 


own expansive image. 

“ Vtllepreux, m particular, is 
a rugby purist with very definite 
ideas on how this game of ours 
should be played, 7 ' Woodward 
said. “This is his opportunity to 
put those ideas into place.* 

Hence the abrupt depar- 
tures of Philippe Sahu-Andr€, 
Thierry Lacroix, Olivier Merle 
and Laurent Cabannes from the 
equation. The new broom has 
swept aside Laurent Lefla- 
man d, David Venditti and Ab- 
del Benazzi, too. Not even 
Marc Dal Maso, perhaps the 
best hooker in the world last 
season, can find a place in to- 
day’s starting line-up. The se- 
lectors wanted Ibanez as 
captain because be fined snug- 
ly into their new-age philosophy 
and despite the howls of disbe- 
lief from all corners of the 
French rugby hinterland, they 
got their man. 


State* 

J-Ljfedoacney Catoauets. IS 

P faemat^Sall^ . - - -P*u |4 

S fentrgnin 12 

CDawlhtn^ :.A- rafehre II 
T Cimiigjiide-^XastnB 10 
P C ar b on o aa it,. 'V ■ ft rive - 9 . 

C Caltfario ■ _trti Jnnw> 1 

F TournaireC ....iTdufouse 3- 

F Peipus. Toulouse 4 

O Bwiatf .:.-B£gtes 5 - 


Fionas 

MCatt 

D Rees__ 

J Guscott 

W Greenwood. 


Bath 

Sale 

Bath 

-Leicester 


A Healey : Leicester 

P Grayson Northampton 


:0 Brpuxyr .:,..B£gtes S 

P Benetton '...-A gen 6 

O ,Brive : ■ 7. 

T 8 


J Leonard „Hartequins 

M Regan — Bath 

M Johnson - Leicester 

G Arcfiw — Newcastle 

L DaUagUo^. .Wfesps, capt 


Rtphctmiits WXGaitetott 

S bukxisc); 17 D Audzne (Rau); 
f F Gjdtfae (Cotorriecs); » M 


LtewrancmliCStade Fnncais); 20 T. 
Ctoda .(BuOR 21 C SooLctt** 
(Bto«rt):2ZM Daj m*o(Agw1). ’ 


Replacements: 16 M Perry 
(Bxh); 17 P de CAnvOe (Bath); 18 
. A Diprose (Saracois); WDCnw- 
codc (Saracens); 20 G Rowntree 
(Utee«sr);2t P VWtoery ((Sauces- 
'tw);22D West (Uicenet). 


Referee DMcHogh (trebnd) ■ Kick-off: 20 (Sky Sports 2) 


“Thisisa fresh ade.ah'on- 
familiar side, and that makes 
them a‘ problem,” . Woodward 
said. “It’s the side I would have 
picked -had I been: in. their 
shoes. But we’re happy with the 
side weVe jacked and if an Eng- 
lish rugby player can't 'relish a 


game in front of an 80,000 
crowd wherever it might be, he 
shouldn’t be looking to perform 
at international leveL 

"This game will be a pure 
adrenalin buzz for those in- 
volved. I know. I've played 
games in Paris and I can recall 


what the' atmosphere was Hke. 
3 envy these players because I. 
wish I could stiD do what they're 
doing." 

- For die record. Woodward 
played- at the old Parc des 
Princes cm three occasions as an 
England centre, winning twice. 
“Sadly, it's the rea] thrashing we 
took in 1984 that 1 remember 
best of all," he said. “I don’t 
want these guys to go through 
anything like that." 

But it is Woodward himself 
who could most do without an 
explosion of French joie de 
vivre today. The coach is still 
comfortably in credit following 
the diffi cult bdt generally en- 
couraging series of matches 
against New Zealand, South 
Africa and Australia before 
Christmas, but he knows better 
tfran anyone that he is now mov- 
ing into more perilous waters. 
For the first time, the rugby pub- 
lic back home expects nothing 
less than, a victory and as a re- 
sult the heat is very much on. 

“I know England have gone 
six Tests without a win bat Fm 
not thinking along those lines," 


he insisted as he ran a tutored 
eye over the vast bowl of the 
new stadium yesterday. \ . 

“I take ray starting point 

from the last fixture - Fve nev- 
er been any different — and 
therefore, Fm looking at guys 

who drew 26-apiece with a great 

New Zealand team. The videos 
tell us that we ditint actually play 
as well as we thought that day, 
but it was still a big pins, a step 
akmg the road to where we want 
to go. This game is about tak- 
ing another step.” 

As an ex-centre who prefers 
to leave the whys and where- 
fores of the scrum, ruck and 
maul to his specialist advisers. 
Woodward none the less ap- 
preciates that today’s outcome 
rests squarely on the shoulders 
of his front row. 

It is not a vintage trio by any 
manner of means: 7 Jason 
Leonard is struggling to redis- 
cover his old authority on the 
loose head, Mark Regan’s rum-' 
bustious form around the pad- 
dock has been undermined by 
his inability to hit a barn door 
with a double bass and Darren. 


Bleak days over for Bracken the 
born-again red rose international 


•: 7 " J ;- :■■■? ;• -7. 


It is more than four 
years since a cynical All 
Black flanker by the 
name of Jamie Joseph 
unwittingly made a 
sporting icon of Kyran 
Bracken with one sly 
stamp of his right boot. 

Bracken slowly 
recovered from the 
physical effects of that 
assault but it has taken 
him until now to re- 
establish his credentials 
as the brightest England 
scrum-half of his 
generation who is 
making up for lost time. 


Kyran Bracken was guaranteed 
his 15 minutes of fame within 
two minutes of the start of his 
England debut. As the Bristol 
law student spun out a trade- 
mark pass from the first line-out 
of the Twickenham interna- 
tional against New Zealand in 
November 1993. a snarling 
lump of south island nastiness 
picked his moment, selected his 
spot and, as soon as the refer- 
ee turned his back, stamped 
bard on the newcomer's ankle, 
tearing the sinews and straining 
the ligaments to breaking point 

History records that Brack- 
en not only played on - an 
unfeasible act in itself, given the 
severity of his injury -but sum- 
moned up one of the definitive 
scrum-half performances of 
recent memory, coaxing and 
cajoling a match-winning effort 
from a grizzled, seen-it and 
done-ii pack to whom he bad 
been introduced a mere 48 
hours previously. Suddenly, the 
back pages were no longer ar the 
races. Cuddly Kyran was super- 
sexy front-page material, a 
heart-throb hero with attitude. 

So what happened? Why 
are we not now discussing a 30- 
cap England veteran, a Test 
Lion, a 24-carat celeb? It is a 
cautionary tale. A victim of his 
own bravery. Bracken took a 


series of gambles with his own 
fitness that would have made 
the quackiest of quack doctors 
blanch and as a result, he very 
nearly put the brightest of 
futures behind him. In short, he 
committed the deadliest rugby 
sin of them all. He played 
injured. 

He played before his ankle 
was folly mended, be played 
with a serious back condition, 
he played with glandular fever, 
he played with groin trouble. 
Like Tfenry Holmes, the brilliant 
but ultimately unfulfilled Welsh 
scrum-half of the early 1 9808, his 
courage frequently undermined 
his judgement, Only now, in the 
supremely professional envi- 
ronment of a resurgent Sara- 
cens, has be finally accepted the 
truism that discretion is the 
better part of valour. 

“I think everyone plays with 
niggles from time to time," he 
points out. “Rugby is a hard old 

game and there — 

aren’t many _ 

Mondays when R y 

you can avoid 
the treatment n FT 

table entirely and il C V 

if you pulled out 

with every bump 

and bang, you'd never get on the 
pitch. 

“But Tve realised now that 
serious fitness problems need 
rest and treatment, not SO min- 
utes of physical purgatory. I was 
carrying a groin injury as 
recently as last season. It didn't 
stop me playing, but it definitely 
stopped me playing to the best 
of my ability. It’s counter- 
productive. I know that now. 

“When I had glandular 
fever, I lost a stone in weight 
and played terribly. But I was 
at Bristol then and they were 
struggling. They didn't put pres- 
sure on me to play - l want to 
emphasise that point - but I fell 
honour bound to turn out, to do 
my bit. I thought I’d get 
through, that it would be all 
right. It wasn’t all right, though. 
It was bloody awfol. 

“Thankfully, the profes- 
sional game doesn't wear that 
sort of nonsense. Preparation is 


BY CHRIS 
HEWETT 


so thorough now, so detailed, 
that even tf you were desperate 
to play injured, you couldn't 
hope to pull the wool over 
everyone's eyes, to fool all of the 
doctors and physios all of the 
time. I love playing rugby and 
I adore the rough and tumble 
of it all, but you have to be sen- 
sible and keep the lid on your 
frustration." 

That particular emotion has 
claimed more than its pound of 
flesh from Bracken. He trav- 
elled to the 1995 World Cup as 
England’s Grand Slam scrum- 
half but, short of full fitness as 
usual found himself margin- 
alised by Dean Morris and sub- 
sequently had to watch Matt 
Dawson, Andy Gomarsall and 
Austin Healey 511 the national 
No 9 shirt with varying degrees 
of authority. 

Then, last summer, he nar- 
rowly missed out on 
Lions selection and when he 

finally made il 

to South Africa 
f-J D T Q as a replace- 

’ L u meat for Rob 
MCTT Howley, he 

12 1 1 played half a 

game before 
picking up yet 

another injury. 

This season, though, he is 
back in his pomp and operating 
at an all-embradng level beyond 
the grasp of any of his rivals (his 
cover tackles are in the Healey 
class, he works his pack as ex- 
pertly as Dawson, he senses 
a gap as instinctively as 


Gomarsall and bis pass, the ba- 
sic tool of his trade, is the most 
accomplished of the four). His 
move to Saracens 18 months 
ago appears to have been the 
making of him. 

“Bath got in touch with me 
as soon as it became obvious 
that I was no longer happy at 
Bristol but I needed a change 
from the West Country scene. 
I can't say E have any regrets. 
Bristol was an intense situation 
in the sense that I felt their 
expectations of me were very 
high. Expectations are high at 
Sanies too, but we have so many 
quality players in important 


positions that the atmosphere 
is more favourable. 

"Working with Francois 
Pienaar has been a real eye- 
opener. He has the hardest, 
most purely competitive edge of 
any coach I’ve encountered; 
he wants us to play total rugby - 
and he believes the only way of 
accomplishing that is to be the 
fittest side in the- Premiership. 
You don’t mess about with him 
on any account. When I first 
joined, I thought Td live in 
central London and commute 
to training. It wasn't enough, not 
by a long chalk. Now I live very 
close to our Southgate ground 
and base - my entire lifestyle 
around my rugby.” 

Not that Bracken is a rugby 
bore, far from it Indeed, he 
fears for the teenagers who 
put college and universfyon the 
back-burner to try their luck 
with a professional dub.' r What 
will they have to fall back on if 
they foil to make it? Where does 
rugby leave a 23-year-old who 
has never done anything but 
chuck a ball around?’' he asks. 

“I soaked up a massive 
amount of experience during my 
time at Bristol University, 
where I played all sorts of rug- 
by, fairly anonymous stuff with 
my mates as well as high-pro- 
file matches, and if all this end- 
ed tomorrow. I'd be able to go 
back to the (aw and pick up 
where I left off. Perhaps pro- 
fessionalism has made it more 
difficult for youngsters to enjoy 
a bh of variety in then lives. That 
saddens me. frankly.” 

Bracken will need to draw on 
a good deal of life experience 
just to survive the hostility cer- 
tain to be generated by an 
80,000-strong Parisian crowd 
this afternoon. “It's always fun, 
playing the French,” he says. 
“The fact that you can’t un- 
derstand a word they're saying 
adds something to the frenzy of 
it all.” 

The French will understand 
Bracken, that's for sure. One 
look at the expression on his 
face will ted them just how much 
he is enjoying life as a born- 

again international. 
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No 9 lives: Kyran Bracken is ready to resume an England career curtailed by a series of injuries Photograph: Peter Jay 


Califano at the forefront of France’s aggressive first line of defence 



Christian Califano, 
France's admired tight- 
head prop, is ready to 
exorcise the spectre of a 
humiliating defeat as the 
Tricolores confront 
England today, he tells 
lan Borthwkk in Paris. 


Califeno: the Mattering ram' 

dreams of centre stage 


Rugby has been good to Chris- 
tian Califano. The Tbulouse 
tight-head prop, who wins his 
37th cap for France today, is one 
of the best-paid players in 
France, and although the sums 
of money here have not yet 
reached the ruinous amounts 
being dished out in Englan d, the 
25-year-old has come a long way 
from the housing estate in 
Toulon where he grew up. 

Tbuloo, the macho naval 
town on the Mediterranean 
shores, is known as one of the 


hotbeds of rugby in France, and 
the suburb of La Valette, like so 
many nameless, soulless mass- 
housing developments which 
are the blight of French city life, 
is notorious for breeding hard 
men, and adolescents with a 
delinquent streak. 

These days, Califano re- 
mains understandably discreet 
about his misspent youth, and 
prefers not to talk about the dif- 
ficult years he spent growing up 
in La 'Valette with his mother 
and two sisters. “I am not 
ashamed of where I come from. 
But I alone know what I went 
through in my adolescent years. 
I prefer not to go over it again, 
but it is true that without rug- 
by. things might have ended up 
badly for me." 

A Grand Slam champion 
with France last year, he has also 
been on a high with his dub 
Siade Toulousain, which he 
joined from Toulon in 1992 , win- 


ning four national champi- 
onship titles in a row. Unani- 
mously admired in France for 
his uncomplicated but genuine 
human warmth, he always has 
a moment for the beret-wear- 
ing pensioners who stop him in 
the streets oflblouse. and in the 
recent school holidays, seeing a 
group of idle teenagers near his 
dub grounds, he grabbed a 
football, went over to talk to 
them, and the next thing Cali- 
fano and the youngsters were 
having a kickaround on a near- 
by pitch. “Rugby has changed 
my life, and in everything J do, 

I just try to give back to the 
game everything it has given 
me." 

One of the ironies of- his 
career is that he. first won se- 
lection for France ar the expense 

of his childhood friend, Marc de 
Rougemont. Bora eight days 
apart in the same clinic in La 
V hiette, "Cali" and “Rouge” 


were inseparable in their youth, 
and when De Rougemont was 
a late withdrawal from the 1994 
tour to New Zealand it was 
Califano who took his place. 

Luck continued to be on Cal- 
ifano's side, as he won his first 
cap on that tour - against the 
All Blades in Christchurch -and 
has never looked back. Virtu- 
ally an automatic choice in the 
French front row, Califano has 
developed into arguably one of 
the best front-row forwards in 
the world, capable of playing on 
either side of the scrum. His ro- 
tund, teddy-bear appearance 
belies a powerful frame capa- 
ble of bench-pressing 160 kilos, 
but perhaps the most surprising 
aspect is his remarkable speed 
for a man of 109kg. At a recent 
French squad session Califano 
reeled off some sprint times 
which embarrassed a number of 
the threequarters. His 12.03 
seconds for the 100 metres is 


perhaps nothing exceptional, 
but 3.07sec over 20 metres and 
6.49 over 50 put him among the 
fastest in the team. It is hardly 
surprising to learn, then, that his 
secret desire is to play centre 
ihreequarter, preferably along- 
side Thomas CastaigQ&de. “I 
just need to lose 10 kilos or so, 
and we could form a brilliant 
tandem: the perfect combina- 
tion of the tactician and the 
battering rami” 

One of the few to have 
emerged with any credit from 
the disastrous two-Test series 
against the Springboks last 
November, this passionate and 
tireless competitor, was also one 
of the most deeply affected by 
the record-breaking 52-10 loss 
at the Parc des Princes. It was 
an occasion which was sup- 
posed to have been the Tricol- 
ors' emotional farewell to the 
famous Paris stadium, but it 
ended like a knife in the heart 


for this normally effervescent 
character. 

After the match Califano 
spoke and walked like a man in 
a daze. According to close 
friends, it took him days to get 
over the shock, and while man y 
people considered him to be the 
player of the year in France, he 
felt like a humbled schoolboy. 
“There were so many famous 
ex-internationals in the stands 
that day, and I wanted so much 
to be worthy of them,” he con- 
fided. “Jerome Gallion was 
there: when I was a kid grow- 
ing up in Tbuloo, be was ray 
hero. But now 1 don’t know if 
I can ever look him in the eyes 
again.” 

Today’s game against Eng- 
land isachance for Califano and 
his team-mates to erase that 
memory, and what he calls the 
shame and humiliation of the 
defeat. “We know that we have 
to respond to the new challe nge 


that England represents. We all 
saw how they performed against 
New Zealand in the Twicken- 
ham game last December, and 
we are aware of the efforts we 
have to make to prevent them 
from scoring," he says. 

The opening game of the 
Stade de France may be alittle' 
enriy for Califano to exercise his 
talents as a centre, and he is 
more likely to be concentrating' 
on putting in extra tackles than 
in popping up outside Cas- 
taign&de for a scintillating mid-' 
field break. “If we want to 
compete with the E ngl ish we 
have to make sure our defence 
keeps them out. That is our 
priority for the game: an 
aggressive first line of defence; 

“The southern hemisphere 
teams have shown the way. It 
doesn't matter if you' are a 
prop or a foil-back, you're both 
expected to put in Uie same 
number of tackles in a match:" 
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Garforth remains an honest 
journeyman rather than a state- 
of-the-art Test tight head: Op- 
posing them are Christian 
Califano and Frank Tburnaire, 
two' props of undisputed world 

“It will be a hard old«fter=-- 
noon, that's for sure,” said 
- Regan yesterday as he paddled 
•’ his way around a Versailles ho- • 
tel swimming pool in an effort 
to soothe the effects of a week 

of shuddering work-outs at the 
business end of the sernmmag- 
ing machine. “We can take ’em,, 
though, rve got some, good. 
boys around me.” 

Mmxnxn. The danger for' 
England is that Califano and 
Tournaire will match the mur- : 
derous physical battering .dished 
out by Os de Randt and Adri- 
an Garvey during the Spring- 
boks’ record win at Twickenham 
in the autumn. If Rqgan and 
company fail to hold the. twin < 
terrors of Tbulouse, England 
will go into their next match 
agains t Wales with the catch- 
phrase “win or bust" ringing in 
their ears; 
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Even before a ball has 
b«m kicked In anger, 
Ireland’s meeting with 
Scotland in Dublin today 
is being billed as the 
battle of the underdogs. 

- David Ueweffyn looks at 
two sides who may be 
locked in a de s pera te 
tussle to avoid the 
wooden spoon. 

£ The record as they enter the 
arena is not good. Both teams 
are still licking wounded pride 
following embarrassing setbacks 
recently against the upstart 
paps of Italy. Ireland have won 
just two of their last 10 games, 
Scotland two out of 12, suffer- 
ing two record defeats agains t 
Australia and South Africa 
along the way. 

The form book favours Scot- 
land. The last time they lost to 
Ireland was in 1988 at Lans- 
downe Road. Since then it has 
been one-way traffic. Ireland, 
meanwhile, have not managed 
to put more than 15 points past 
the Scots since their 1991 World 
Cup game at Murrayfield. 

However, Scotland’s new 
head coach, Jim Tfelfer, who has 
* taken over the reins following 
the recent departure of Richie 
Dixon and David Johnston, is 
being cautious, not building up 
expectations. They may travel 
as favourites, but Telfer is re- 
luctant to accept the label and 
is urging patience. 

“It’s what happens at the aid 
of the Five Nations that is im- 
portant,” he said. “I tixink peo- 
ple should judge this group of 
players after those four-games^ , 
rather than this first, one. I . 
don’t think it is a disaster ifwe ; 
lose. We have these four games 
to turn our season around. The 
championship is like four 
rounds of golf: you can still win 
even if you don’t have such a 
good first round.” 

It was Telfer who guided 
£ Scotland, to their 1984 Grand 



IRELAND v SCOTLAND 


C CTShea- 
R Wdlare. 
KMaggs — 
M McCall- 
D HkJde 


at Lansdowne Road 


-London Irish 


— Saracens 
— __Bnstol 


-London Irish 

St Mary's 

.London Irish 
-Cork Const 


D Humphreys 
B O’Meara— 

R Corrigan Greystones 

K Wood Harlequins, apt 

PWUhca — 



MOlUlly 


D Corkary. 
K Dawson. 


.London Iri^i 
.Bristol 
. — London Irish 
Leicester 


R Shepherd -V^tsonians 

C Joiner Leicester 

A Tait Newcastle 


G Townsend. 
K Logan-: — 
C Chalmers_ 


-Northampton 

Wasps 

Melrose 


IS S McDowell 

; n E Bwood (Gahxeg^na); 

18 S Mrfeor (Gamwwn)! 19 M 
POpptoweH (Nnwasdc); 20 R Me»- 
d*(N€y«defc2ICWcher(l«>- 
don IrWi* 22 V GoeteHo (Sc Mwy*)- 
Referee: A Watson (South Africa) 


G Armstrong. Newcastle, capt 

G Graham Newcastle 

G Bulloch West of Scotland 

M Stewart Northampton 

D Cronin- ^ Wisps 

D Weir. Newcastle 

R Walnwright -.Dundee HSFP 
S Holmes- — London Scottish 

P Walton— Newcastle 

Replacements 16 T Stanger 
(Hawick): 17 D Lee (London Scot- 
tish ): 18 A Nlcof (Bath); I9 ARok- 
borgh (Kelso); 20 S Grimes (Wtt- 
sonians); 21 D Hilton (Bach); 22 G 
Seoee (Dundee HSFP). 

Kick-off; 3.0 (BBCIj 
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front line 
primed to 

fcotch Scots’ 

< Revival hopes 

** Lions veteran be- 
key areas are in 
fne back row and a t half-back. 

latter area sees Gaiy Arm- 
strong, who takes over the cap- 
^9 from Rob UhinwrighL 
picking up his 20-match part- 
outside-half Craig 

T— .a 


—fcautp W1L 

Chalmers. 

In the most recent meeting 
between these two sides, at 
Murrayfield last year, Scotland 
recorded their biggest win and 
highest score (38-10) over the 
frish. It was also their highest 
score in the championship. 

But while logic dictates that 
the losers of this particular dog 
fight wffl almost certainly be left 
clutching the dreaded wooden 
spoon, the Ireland coach, Bri- 
an Ashton, thinfa that could be 
a case of barking up the wrong 
tree and he growled: “People 
who say that are being prema- 
ture. I don’t think any of the 30 
players or either management 
team regards it in that light-” 

Keith Wood, the Ireland cap- 
tain who was injured and con- 
sequently missed last season’s 
Tartan humiliation, is confident 
that the trend of Scotland dom- 
ination can be reversed. “Ws are 
sick of the Scots,” he said. “It’s 
about time we won. Last year 
there was an awful lot of faults, 
which happens from time to 
time. I don’t think- anything like 
that wfll happen this year. 

“The preparation has gone 
really well, our back row will be 
pretty impressive. a decent 
pack and line-out and we will 
haven few tricks in our back line 
that could frighten them a bit” 

One member of the back 
row is .Eric Miller, who has had 
Windiffexent season at No S for 

I^^TOur. has 
tookad a bit stafe_But he epit- 
omises the mood of the upbeat 
Ireland camp. 

“We’re very strong up front 
and, with the type of game we try- 
ing to play, it is very hard to stop 
us once we get going” he said, 
dearly, the wooden spoon wfll 
not be accepted without a fight 



Brian Ashton: 'Until we start enticing players back to Ireland we are going to struggle* 


Photograph: Allsport 


Ashton’s Ireland taking right direction 


Brian Ashton, the Ireland 
coach, hopes his side will 
finally equal the sum of 
the parts and make a 
vital vanning start against 
Scotland in the Five 
Nations’ Championship in 
Dublin today. 

fan Stafford talked to 
him about the massive 
job he took on. 


One year ago Brian Ashton was 
bailed as the new saviour of Irish 
rugby, largely because of a 
brave but nevertheless heavy de- 
feat at home to the French. It 
left the former Bath coach 
wondering just what had be let 
himself in for. 

“I t was a real warning bell for 
me because I thought, if they're 
happy when they lose, we've got 
major problems.” be said. Now, 
on the eve of this season’s Five 
Nations' Championship, Ashton 
has a clearer, and not particii- 
Igrfy, encouraging idea*- •- 

“We are the least profes- 
sional Five Nations country, 
and I expected changes to be 
made which haven’t been yet,” 
he is quite happy to reveal “Un- 
til we start enticing our players 
back to Ireland, which will 
mean a complete overhaul of 
the domestic game, we’re going 
to struggle. That’s why I have to 
depend on English-based play- 
ers. I don’t want to do this, but 
I don’t have much choice.” 

Ashton's injury list has hard- 


ly helped matters. Short of world- 
class players at the best of times, 
Ireland have lost the services of 
players as good as Jeremy David- 
son, Simon Geoghegan, Jim Sta- 
ples and Jonathan BelL “We 
obviously don’t have the strength 
in depth like the English, so we're 
bound lo be hit harder by such 
losses. But the bigger problem 
has been Ireland's struggle lo 
produce a professional game at 
home, which would keep the best 
players over here.” 

Incredibly, murmurs of dis- 
content about Ashton's six-year 
contract have already began. 
Ireland finished bottom of the 
Five Nations table last year, lost 
heavily to New Zealand and by 
a closer margin, to Italy, before 
Christinas, and enter today's 
widely considered wooden 
spoon-decider against Scotland 
in Dublin with little to suggest 
their barren run will end. 

Ashton takes all this on the 
chin. “It’s difficult to argue 
against that case,” he agreed. “I 
suppose it depends on both sides 
to prove the doubters wrong. We 
just need a little time. Don’t for- 
get, I was brought into the team 
a week before the first Five Na- 
tions game last season, and only 
began my official appointment 
last April, since when I’ve been 
in charge for three games. 

“I think people were ex- 
pecting a dramatic change in 
fortunes, but it’s obviously go- 
ing to take some time. I'm well 
aware that results are the most 
important aim, but I'm not go- 
ing to revert back to type just 


so that we can claim a win. The 
progress we are making is more 
important than that.” 

It is here that Ashton bolds 
out hope. Last April he told me 
he aimed to coach Ireland back 
up to England’s level, and 
therefore world level, by Lhe 
year 2003, which would mark 
the end of his contract One year 
on be still maintains this goal. 

“Il's still possible, but the 
Irish public and rugby support- 
ers are going to need to show- 
some faith here. At least we’ve 
all identified the type of rugby 
we want to play, which is the type 
I’ve always promoted and now 
seems lo be the accepted ap- 
proach by most countries. 

“1 also expect us now to be 
competitive for 80 minutes, in- 
stead of an hour we’ve played be- 
fore. We have 12 English-based 
players in the side, so ihere 
shouldn’t be any excuses there. 

“I think the hardest barrier to 
dear is just the habit of losing; 
I'm not certain the players have 
the confidence to win matches, 
at least not in an Irish green jer- 
sey. It’s amazing , really, to see 
them on the training pitch. 

“There they work as hard, 
and look as good as any other 
team in the Five Nations. When 
they play for their clubs they are 
used to winning matches, but as 
soon as they wear the green of 
Ireland the inhibition factor 
comes into it.” 

A win tomorrow could 
change everything. “I really 
think that’s all it could take,” 
Ash too said “It would break that 


losing habit and give the team a 
great deal of confidence. Il 
would mean that we could look 
forward to the rest of the Five 
Nations in the hope that we 
could get at least one further win. 

“But I'm not going out just to 
win. The vjuy we play, in the long- 
term, is far more important, 
than kicking our way to victory 
for the sake of a result. That's 
been part of the problem in the 
past. A win at Twickenh am 
would make everyone satisfied, 
regardless of whatever else hap- 
pened in the Five Nations. Now, 
tho ugh, there’s no way we'd get 
a win at Twickenham, not until 
the work's been put in. It's al- 
ready started, and I'm hoping 
some of this might begin to 
show.” 

With this in mind the be- 
leaguered Scots would seem to 
be the ideal opposition for Ash- 
ton's men. Their pre-Christmas 
programme was as disastrous as 
the Irish, and with internal ruc- 
tions rife, they appear to be ripe 
for further defeat. ■ 

Ashton has two ways of look- 
ing at this. “That’s certainly 
one accurate theory, but the oth- 
er one is that they, under Jim 
Telfer and Ian McGeechan.w3I 
be fired up to the hflt to perform 
against us, and we’ve got to be 
very careful. 

“Still I know what we can da 
1 know that I have a lot of tal- 
ented players who have not 
done themselves justice yet, 
and if we can play to the best of 
our ability, then I am pretty con- 
fident well get the right result” 


Wales looking for a very personal victory at Stradey Park 


Wales entertain Italy at Stradey 
Park tonight, the first time they 
have played there since 1893, 
but apart the desire to get into 
shape for the start of their Five 
Nations campaign against Eng- 
land at Twickenham in a fort- 
night, there is another more 
personal reason why they will 
want to win - Gwyn Jones. 

The last time they cook Che 
field - against New Zealand in 
November -they were led out by 
the Cardiff flanke r and although 
they lost 42-7, showed enough to 

suggest better days were ahead. 


A fortnight later, Jones, 
trapped in a ruck during a dub 
game, suffered severe spinal in- 
juries which have kept him in hos- 
pital and threaten his chances 
of walking again. He has already 
given up hope of playing again. 

Scrum-half Robert Howley, 
has taken over the captaincy 
from Jones, and he is backed up 
by die exciting ArwN Thomas al- 
lied to the more complete skills 
of Scott Gibbs and Allan Bate- 
man in the centre and Neil Jenk- 
ins at full-hack- Ieuan Evans 
returns to the right wing for his 


72nd cap, looking for his 34th tiy 
for Wales. 

Italy’s entry into the Five Na- 
tions’ Championship may not be 
for another two years, but they 
have already beaten Ireland and 
Scotland on home soil this sea- 
son. An away win would prove 
beyond doubt that the Italians, 
who also beat France in Greno- 
ble last year, a week after the 
French claimed the Grand Siam, 
are ready to join the £lrte. 

Harlequins’ loose-head prop, 
Massimo Cuttitia, Italy’s most ex- 
perienced player with 57 caps, is 


fit enough to resume his place in 
the side after missing the Scot- 
land game because of a rib injury. 
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CRICKE T 


Pair’s courage 
earns them the 
luck they needed 


England's overnight 
batsmen managed to 

frustrate the West Indies 
bowlers yesterday. 

Tony Cozier reports from 
Port of Spain. 

A combinations of factors al- 
lowed England to frustrate the 
West Indies and build up a rea- 


soname nKt-a ii^y — 

second morning of the second 
TfesL The first, and foremost, 
was the courage and determi- 
nation of Nasser Hussain and 
Angus Fraser. The second was 
the ineffectiveness of the West 
Indies fast bowlers who had 
created so many problems on 
the opening day. The third was 
the asset sportsman value as 
highly as any other, luck. 

Hussain had already earned 
his badge of courage through- 
out his vigil the previous day. 

It has taken some time but 
he has, in the last year or so, 
matured into the high-quality 
player be seemed destined to 

become when be first toured the 

West Indies in 1990, aged 21. 
His patience and perseverance 
were es sential in shepherding 
the lower order through on a 
pitch, and against bowling, that 
posed problems for even the 

specialist batsmen. 

He was never fazed by 
several blows to hands and 
body and showed the kind of 
faith in his less accomplished 
partners that fill them with 
confidence. As Gary Sobers 
used to do at No 6 for the West 
Indies be was not overprotec- 
live. allowing Andrew Caddie k. 
Dean Headley and Fraser to 


handle the situation tike tfreTest 
cricketers they are. They 
responded with a high sense of 
responsibility- . 

Fraser was especially 
impressive. He took a fearfiti 
crack on the helmet to the first 
ball of the day from Kenny 
Benjamin but he never flmched 
throughout his vital resistance. 
It was the kind of spirit that pro- 
motes the entire team. Italso de- 
flates and upsets the opposition. 

With just two wickets 
needed to complete their job. 
Curtly Ambrose and Benjamin 
would have been expected to re- 
sume firing on all flinders as 
they had been less than 24 
hours earlier, especially after 
Benjamin’s direct first tall hit. 
Instead, they lacked their con- 
trolled menace of the first day 
as Hussain and Fraser became 
entrenched. 

They would not have been 

the first attack to simply wait for 

the quick and inevitable end of 
the imring s on such a capricious 

surface. By the time they realised 

it was not going to be that easy, 
Hussain and Fraser had got the 
bang of things and Brian Lara 
was ringing the changes. 

They can justifiably claim 
they were not favoured by for- 
tune, that half-inch here, 
quarter-inch there, was the dif- 
ference between the ball clip- 
ping the edge and going past the 
baL But there is a proven axiom 
in sport that the more you put 
in the luckier you get and the 
West Indies bowlers did not 
seem to be at full throttle. 

In addition, on such a pitch, 
batsmen deserve more than 
there fair share of the luck 
that is going. 


Sri Lanka collapse against 
England’s left-arm spinners 


Sri Lanka A 171 
England A 47-1 

Myles Hodgson 
reports from Matara 


Dean Cosker and Ashley Giles 
bowled England A into a com- 
manding position on the open- 
ing day of the second unofficial 
Test here yesterday. The left-aim 
spinners claimed seven wickets 
between than as Sri Lanka A, 
who elected to bat after a 45- 
minute delay because ground- 
staff had over-watered the 
wicket were dismissed for 171. 

Giles claimed 4 for 52 while 
Cosker grabbed 3 for 46 as the 
pair bowled virtually unchanged 
in tandem as Sri Lanka lost their 
last nine wickets for 101 runs. 

England made a disastrous 
start to their reply with the cap- 
tain, Nick Knight being traced 
Ibw by Ruchira Ferera with the 
third ball of the inning s but 
Steve James finished unbeaten 
od 23 while Darren Maddy 
continued h is prolific form by 
reaching the close on 22. 

England A wfll take advice 
from government officials 
following another fatal bomb 
blast in Colombo yesterday. 


The tour manager, Graham 
Gooch, is to discuss the situa- 
tion with the British High 
Commission today after the 
Tamil Tigers terrorist group 
exploded a bomb in the coon- 
tty’s capital which killed seven 
people. 

It follows a previous attack 
in Kandy on the famous Temple 
of the Tooth which resulted in 
13 deaths and prompted a 
revision to the original itiner- 
ary, cutting the tour short by 1 0 
days. 

Sn Lanka A woo loss; day al tour 
SRI LAMCA A — First taxings 

•RP Arnold cNasiib Hutchison 15 

A Ckmawaidana c kntght b Gflaa SI 

N Nawaz c and b Gflas — 5 

ORM Jaywadena c Kri£it b Cosker .6 

M C Mandta c and b Costar 56 

l de Seram c Maddy b Coster 5 

IP B Dassanwahe c Knight b Giles — Z 

H Bcteju c Eaton b Hoioake — X) 

N BandarSWus not out — 10 

R Perera c Nash b Gles 4 

AJratedbHufcWson 1 

Extras (tat wl nb2) .4 

total (723 oven) 371 

R* 1-4a 2-7tt sat 4-85 S4T, 6-114 7-E5. 

Bowfme Hutchison 734-Z5-2: Hofaate 
6-1-29-1; Brawn 7-2- IB-O; Giles 26-7-62-4; 
Costar 28-T1 -46-3. 

ENGLAND A- First hnh«s 
S P Jamas not out 23 


DL 


/Knight 
Maddy r 


Extras (tat w 


not out . 


: 1-1 


52 ; 


.22 


-—-g 


tabtarMAEataartxDJG Sates. BCHota>- 
atet D R Brown A F Gles, to C Nash D A 
Costar. P M Hutahbon. 

Bearing: Patera 34-16-1; Bateju 5- 1-6-0; 
BandanBoke 5-1-9-0; Jwtatf 2-O-n-O; 
Arnold 1 -0-4-0. 

Umpires: R N S Shasona and T H Wijew- 


;fr BASK ETBALL 

Irony not lost 
~ on Leopards 

Sheffield Sharks are one game 
away from the uni-tall League 
' Trophy final at Birmingham’s 
. NEC on 8 March, yet Chris 
Finch's team would not even 
have reached the last eight had 
; ft not been for their semi-final 
opponents. Greater London 
Leopards. 

The irony was not lost on 
Leopards’ coach, Billy Mims, 
after Sheffield routed them 
103-SSin the fiistleg of the semi 
at Ponds Forge on Wednesday 
night. Sheffield qualified from 
the north group for the quarter 

fmal draw as the fourth-placed 
team with the best record. But 
Mims said: “If- we’d lost to 
Watford in our .last group game, 
tbeywouldhave got into the last 
eight mstAZif of Sheffield.” 

Sheffield arenow favourites 
to face London Turners, who 
beat Newcastle Eagles 102-84 in 

thmrffist leg. Btat Mims has pot 

givaHip hopefbr his side** sec- 
oad leg on Thursday. “We've al - 
ready beaten- Sheffield by 14 
poinls in the league. Of couree 
we eao do ft/* he said.; 

-Richard Taylor 


SAILING 


Standbridge plays it smart 


Paul Standbridge was continu- 
ing to play the smart game as 
Tbshiba protected an 18-mfle 

lead on the sixth day of the fifth 

leg of the Whitbread Round the 
World Race from New Zealand 
to Brazil yesterday. 

The American and his nav- 
igator Andrew Cape have twice 
made the moves which have giv- 
en Toshiba the advantage as the 
nine-boat fleet worked hard to 
make the best of light winds 
since leaving Auckland. 

Behind Standbridge is Gun- 


oar Krantz in Swedish Match 
and then come four boats sep- 
arated by only four miles. Mean- 
while, Innovation Kvaerner, EF 
Education and Brunei Suneigy 
are all but becalmed at the rear. 

WHnBREAD ROUND THE WORLD RACE 

PgMBj 5 j ^32 



(US) ( D^rrtm+3Z5; 6 Marti Cig l 
G ualton +325; 7 tanowaban. — 

Hetow +HST- 

- Stuart Alexander, Auckland 


B OXING 

King declares ‘ 

Don Hug has promised to 
stand by the former world 

chan^Mflre^thr^ 

what he describes as a frus- 
trating period-’" 


Tyson, wno was 

boxing after biting a piece out 

of Evander Holyfield s ear in 
their world title bout last Jura, 
asserted earlier this week that 
he had severed ties with his 

long-rime promoter wng- 

TTie American heavyweight 


love’ for Tyson 

revealed that he had taken con- 
trol of his own affairs and hired 

new attorneys and accountants. 

“He’s always been in control 
of his own affairs,” King said. 
“Fve worked with Mike Tyson 
and he has controlled his own 
career. I know he is going 
through a frustrating period at 
the moment but I will stand be- 
side him and be there for him. 

I love Mike ^son and be knows 

that" 


RUGBY LEAGUE 

Crooks goes up to Oxford 


The former Great Britain for- 
ward, Lee Crooks, has been 
given the chance to revive his 
coaching career with the ambi- 
tious Oxford Cavaliers. 

Crooks retired as a player 
last season and has been out of 
the game since the end of his 
temporary role on Castlefbrd’s 
coaching staff 

Oxford, of the southern- 
based Rugby League Confer- 
ence, have bad talks with 
Crooks, whose vast experience 
they see steering them towards 
professional status. 

The Cavaliers are joining 
forces with the Oxford Harle- 
quins rugby union dub in a 
major stadium development 
that will also strengthen their 
eventual case for Rugby League 
membership. 

Halifax are noL after all, to 
bid farewell to thdr home for 1 12 

years this weekend. Thrum Hall 

was due to stage its last match, 
a friendly against Huddersfield, 
tomorrow, but has beat given a 
stay of execution. 

Because the two dubs have 
been drawn together in the 
SBk Cut Challenge Cup next 
week, tomorrow’s game has 


been called off Any home ties 
in the Cup will continue to be 
played at Thrum Hall with a 
final commemorative game to 
be staged after that. Halifax wfll 
move in with Halifax Tbwn at 
The Shay in time for the Super 
League season. 

The club has been given a 
boost for the game with the 
news that their hooker, Paul 
Rowley, who was thought to 
have broken his hand, wiD be 6 l 

Keighley, who along with 
other First Division teams start 
their marathon 30-match season 
tomorrow, have dropped their 
High Court action against the 
Rugby League after being told 
that they will receive their full 
allocation of Murdoch money 
this season. 

The Cougars have been 
made favourites for the title, 
which will be decided by a five- 
team play off at the end of the 
campaign, but Whitehaven and 
Featherstone, who meet to- 
morrow, look at least as strong. 

Swinton Lions’ former 
Welsh international prop, Mark 
Sbeals, announced his retire- 
ment yesterday at the age of 31. 

-DoveHadfkkf 


HOCKEY 

Sixsmith blow for Sutton 


Slough, favourites to add the na- 
tional outdoor tide to the indoor 
crown they won last weekend, 
travel to Cannock to play strug- 
gling Sutton Coldfield as the 
Women's National League re- 
sumes after the winter break. 

Both teams have injury con- 
cerns. Sutton could be without 
Jane Sixsmith. who missed last 
weekend’s Tfests against Aus- 
tralia with damaged ribs while 
Slough have Karen Brown 
doubtful with a hamstring injury 
sustained in the first Tfest While 


Slough, with their vast array of 
talent, can cope without Brown, 
the loss of Sixsmith to Sutton 
will be a major blow. 

Third-placed Olton Ter- 
raquest play host to Clifton, in 
second, and defeat lor the Mid- 
landers would make their 
chances of overhauling the vis- 
itors slim. A win for Leicester, 
who expect to have their four in- 
ternationals bade, at Chelms- 
ford would surely put the latter 
out of contention for the title. 

-BSICoiwHI 


SNOOKER 


Hendry in cautious mood 


Stephen Hendry should have 
breezed untroubled into the 
semi-finals of the Benson and 
Hedges Masters at Wsmbley 
last night 

TTie 29-year-old World No I 
was facing Nigel Bond, an op- 
ponent he had defeated in 12 of 
their 15 career meetings. 

Yet, while the bookmakers 
had Headiy as a short-priced 
favourite to win the £145,000 
first prize, the man himself was 


not entirely optimistic; “Nigel’s 
a tremendous player and rn def- 
initely have to improve to get the 
better of him,” Hendiysakl “My 
confidence isn’t 100 per cent be- 
cause it’s been so long sinra I've 
won a tournament” 

Hendry's cause was aided on 
'Hiursday when Ronnie O'Sul- 
livan, who has proved a thorn in 
his side on numerous occasions, 
was beaten 6-3 by the defending 
champion Steve Davis. 


IUDO 

Howey just 
misses medal 

Do not shake the hand of the 
world judo champion, Kate 
Howey. That is certainly the 
conclusion drawn fcy her French 
opponent in the opening round 
at the Tournoi de Paris yester- 
day. For in the initial exchange. 
Isabelle Beauruelle dislocated 
a finger and had to withdraw - 
after just four seconds. 

And there is no doubt that 
the 24-year-old world title hold- 
er from Andover is a formida- 
ble opponent even if. in this first 
international of the year, she 
failed to win a medal 

In the second round, Joong- 
Suk Lim of South Korea sim- 
ply could not believe it when 
Howey scooped her off the 
ground to throw her for two 
scores with morote-gari. her fa- 
mous rugby-tackle throw. 

But the new weight of 70 
kilos for the middleweight - up 
from 66kg - has attracted light- 
heavyweights, including Ylena 
Scapin of Italy. She caught 
Howey with an opportunist, 
then used her larger bulk lo bold 
off the English fighter. 

- Philip Nicksan 
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Hoddle accused by 
Hodgson of ‘ignoring’ 
Blackburn players 


Following Chris Sutton's re- 
fusal to turn out for the England 
B team, his manager at Black- 
burn Rovers, Roy Hodgson, 
has complained that the Eng- 
land coach, Glenn Hoddle, is 
ignoring his players. 

Hodgson is upset about the 
SutLon incident, and also the 
omission of Tim Sherwood and 
Stuart Ripley. “It was a sad day 
for Blackburn Rovers when the 
teams were selected," Hodgson 
said. “Speaking as their boss, ail 
three players have done enough 
to merit a look-in. 

“1 don’t think we can do any- 
more than we have done. We 
have never been outside the top 
three and those players have 


The Tartan Army will not need 
to dig out their passports until 
the qualifying stages of the 
2000 European Championships 
are well under way after Scot- 
land were handed four of their 
opening five group games at 
home. 

“There was some tough ne- 
gotiation but, at the end of the 
day, we are happy with the way 
the fixtures turned out," Jim 
Farry, the Scottish Football As- 
sociation chief executive, said af- 
ter a Uefa meeting in Prague 
yesterday. 

“There is a slightly unusual 
pattern to the fixtures - partly 
because of the climate problems 
- with four home matches fol- 
lowed by fouraways. But Craig 
Brown [the Scotland manager] 
is very pleased to have the run 
of four homes near the start of 
the group." 

The Scottish forward Scon 
Booth has been sent on loan by 
Borussfa Dortmund to the 
Dutch dub Utrecht until the 
end of the season. Since arriv- 
ing at the European champions 
last summer from Aberdeen. 
Booth has made only rare ap- 
pearances as a substitute, plac- 
ing his position in the Scotland 
World Cup squad in doubt. 

“I always warn to play and I 
want to go to the World Cup. 
That’s the only reason I’m leav- 
ing Dortmund." said the 26- 
year-old Booth, who is likely to 
be in Utrecht’s line-up today 
against Fcyenooni 


Greg Rusedski marched into the 
semi-finals of the Croatian In- 
door Tournament in Split yes- 
terday with a straight-sets win 
over the Czech, Martin Damm. 

The top-seeded British No 1 
triumphed 6- L 6-4 in 55 minutes, 
dropping only seven points in 
nine service games, five of which 
were double-faults. He served 15 
accs, making a total of 50 in his 
three matches this week, to 
which Damm, ranked 64 in the 
world, had no aaswer. 

The two men had met four 
times in the past, with Ruseds- 
ki winning three of those con- 
tests. On his present form there 
seems little to stop his progress, 
bur he will face siiffer opposi- 
tion in the last four today, when 
he meets Marc Rosset, the 1992 


been rated by others as men of 
the match along the way. 

“It's a pity when teams in the 
lower reaches, who have act fea- 
tured much in anybody's 
thoughts, are selected while 
ours are passed over. I am very 
disappointed for the players 
and also for ourselves that our 
good work has gone unnoticed. 

“The lads are all dejected. 
They all wanted to play for Eng- 
land and go on to appear in the 
World Cup finals. They are 
ambitious. It goes without say- 
ing that they are extremely sad 
and disappointed. But like my- 
self they realise it is one man's 
opinion and he has named his 
40-odd players. 


Bobby Williamson, the Kil- 
marnock manager, has warned 
his side they must not lose 
their composure if they want to 
stay among the challengers at 
the top of the Premier Division. 

The Rugby Park side 
demonstrated a fear of heights 
when they lost fourth place af- 
ter slipping to a 3-2 defeat at 
Dunfermline last week. Kil- 
marnock have the chance to re- 
claim fourth position when they 
meet St Johnstone at home to- 
day -with Williamson warning 
his players how easy it is to lose 
momentum. 

“I would say we are not in 
any immediate danger [of slip- 
ping], but I would stress the 
word immediate as we know 
we must avoid complacency,” 
he said. 

“We realise this division is so 
tight that you can soon find your- 
self back in trouble, and above 
all we axe trying to cement our 
place. Our main aim remains 
getting away from relegation." 

The St Johnstone manager, 
Paul Sturrock, who is deter- 
mined to prove he was right to 
reject Hibernian's advances, 
has agreed a deal which will 
keep him at McDiarmld Park 
until 2002. 

2000 EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP-. Scot 
land’s quaGtyfng fixtures (venues to hnan- 
nouesdj: S September 1998 LHhuaira (hj; 
10 October Estonia (h); 14 October Paine 
islands {hi: 27 March 1999 Bosnia-Heraa- 
gorina m): 31 .March Czech FtepuMc Ih); 
5 Jura Faroe tetands (a); 9 June Czech Fte- 
piitfc (a): 4 September Bajna-Herzegov- 
ra (a); 8 September Estonia (a): 9 October 
Lithuania (h). 


Swiss Olympic champion who is 
ranked 30th. 

Rusedski, broke Damm's 
service twice in the first set, in 
the second and sixth games, and 
once in the second, in the third 
game. Datum's normally reliable 
first serve faltered in the open- 
ing set, allowing Rusedski to 
dominate. The 25 -year-old 
Czech served better in the sec- 
ond set but lost his service 
long before Rusedski signed 
off with a 15th ace. 

• Steffi Graf is due to play in 
the Open Gaz De France event 
in Paris next week, the former 
Wimbledon champion's first 
tournament since knee surgery 
after losing in the quarter-finals 
of the French Open in June Last 
year. 


T have been a national man- 
ager with Switzerland and know 
it is a matter of opinion. Hod- 
die’s is that they're not suffi- 
ciently good enough for him.” 

Hodgson feels Sutton's in- 
ternational career is over under 
Hoddle after the striker spoke 
to the England manager, but 
there may yet be time for the 
others. Sherwood has been out- 
standing this season in a more 
attacking midfield role, while 
Ripley was an England substi- 
tute in the first international of 
the season. 

Hodgson said: “We believe 
the door is shut on Sutton. 
Hoddle has made it clear be 
won't be considered again, but 
we have no information on 
where Sherwood and Ripley 
stand." 

Arsene Wenger, the Arsenal 
manager, has withdrawn de- 
fender Martin Keown from the 
England squad to play Chile at 
Wembley on Wednesday. 

Keown suffered a hamstring 
injury against Coventry on 13 
December which has foiled to 
respond to treatment. 

Although the centre-back is 
still hopeful of returning to 
Arsenal's side to play Crystal 
Palace in the FA Cup next 
weekend, Wenger telephoned 
Hoddle at lunchtime yester- 
day to tell him that Keown 
would have to miss the friend- 
ly international. 

Tottenham Hotspur have 
failed in their bid to have mid- 
fielder Stephen Clemence's 
controversial FA Cup dismissal 
wiped out. 

Clemence was sent off dur- 
ing Spurs' 3-1 fourth-round re- 
play defeat at Barnsley on 
Wednesday night, after the ref- 
eree Gerald Ashby issued a sec- 
ond yellow card for a dive in the 
opposition penalty area. 

Spurs disputed the decision 
and yesterday appealed against 
it to the Football Association, 
but they have turned it down. 

Work started yesterday on 
the “operations centre" at Liv- 
erpool’s new £l3m Soccer 
Academy. The site in Khkby will 
be opened in October and the 
main building will take 42 weeks 
to complete. 

Howard Wilkinson, the FA 
technical director, attended a 
ceremony to mark the official 
first day of building, along with 
new England squad member 
Michael Owen. 

~ Akin Nixon 


QIJOTES OF 
THE WEEK 

# People have questioned 
whether Bath stS has any 
guts Now they know. Tony 
Swift, Bath chief executive, 
after the last-gasp victory 
over Briveh the European 
Cup final 

# Tyson is mentally and 
pftysicaSy broken, and King 
is responsible for that ... 
King lacks integrity and 
any semblance of honesty. 
He£ been ripping offMke 
for the last nine years. Bill 
Cayfeon, Mke Tysonb for- 
mer manager, on the box- 
er's cSspute with Don King. 

# This was the worst ds- 
ptay of refereeing fve ever 
seen in my fife - and I've 
played parks football I 
know I wil get hammered 
by the FA for that but that’s 
how bad it was. Lee Fer- 
dinand on Gerald Ashby? al- 
ter Spire were knocked out 
of the FA Cup by Barnsley. 


TODAY'S 

NUMBER 

95 

The number of miles per 
hour at which baseball 
pitching machines hurl 
the ball Nagano police 
have ordered school 
caretakers to lock up ma- 
chines during the Olympic . 
Games In case they are 
used by terrorists. 


GOLF 

Olazabal eases into the lead 


The former US Masters cham- 
pion Jose Maria Olazabal eased 
into a one-stroke lead at the 
half-way stage of the Greg Nor- 
man International in Sydney 
yesterday as the host became 
distracted by distant events. 

Ryder Cup hero Olazabal 
fired a second consecutive five- 
under-par round of 67 to lead 
the American John Cook, who 
equalled tbe tournament best of 
66 on another day of low scores. 
Olazabal collected two birdies 
on the front niae and three 
more on the back. 

The Australian Craig Jones 
is two strokes behind the 
Spaniard on 136 after matching 
Olazabal’s 67, with Zimbabwe’s 
Nick Price tied for fourth three 
shots off the lead alongside 


Canadian Rick Gibson after 
both carded 69 yesterday. 

Greg Norman had a one- 
over-par 73, seven off the lead, 
clearly distracted by questions 
about the American president. 
Bill Clinton, a personal friend, 
and the former White House in- 
tern Monica Lewinsky. 

Raymond Russell is the 
leading British player five shots 
behind Olazabal on 139, while 
Andrew Coltart is on 140 hav- 
ing matched his fellow Scot's 70. 

David Carter made it to the 
weekend on 143 after adding a 
69 to his opening 74, but his fel- 
low Englishman Jon Robson 
failed to qualify after a second 
successive 73. Scotland's Colin 
Campbell also bowed out after 
rounds of 75 and 74. 


Scotland enjoy 
home advantage 


SPORTING DIGEST 

TENNIS 

Rusedski dismisses Damm 




mm lasiSl 


Arsene Wenger leads his Arsenal players in training yesterday 


Photograph: Empics 


Merson ‘doubtful’ for B game 


Paul Merson, the Middles- 
brough striker, is a fitness doubt 
for the England B internation- 
al against Chile on Tuesday at 
West Bromwich Albion. 

Merson, who was named 
Nationwide Player of the Month 
yesterday, suffered an ankle in- 
jury in the 3-0 midweek win over 
Tranmerc and faces a fitness test 
before today’s match at Birm- 
ingham. Nigel Pearson is also 
doubtful, but Gianluca Festa re- 
turns after a two-match ban. 

Birmingham's new £lm 
striker Dele Adebola is on 
stand-by to make his debut and 
Martin O’Connor and Simon 
Charlton hope to return after in- 
jury. Steve Robinson starts a 
two-znatch suspension. 

Portsmouth fans are planning 
a ticker-tape welcome for US 
property tycoon Vince Wolanin 
when he attends today's home 
game against Nottingham for- 
est before continuing takeover 
negotiations with the club's 


chairman, Martin Gregory. Sup- 
porters have promised a “razz- 
matazz extravaganza” with 4,000 
cards being primed with the 
Stars and Stripes and the slogan 
"Wolanin's here today-wave the 
flog and lets make him stay*. 

Talks between Wolanin and 
Gregory fell through last week 
after the chairman insisted on 
receiving more than the £2m 
that the American and his busi- 
ness partner, Brian Howe, were 
reported to be offering. 

There is also friction in the 
dressing-room at Pompey, with 
Alan Ball, the manager, criti- 
cising Paul Hall and Fitzroy 
Simpson for missing a third of 
Portsmouth's season in then- 
quest for international success 
with Jamaica. 

Ball is furious that the British- 
born pair, who are each paid 
around £250,000 per year by their 
dub, are missing so many match- 
es through their Jamaican com- 
mitments. “We are paying them 


to play m the Worid Cup, not for 
us. Portsmouth isn’t the impor- 
tant thing in their lives any 
more." Bali said. “AD we are con- 
centrating on here is this dub 
beating relegation -but we Ve got 
two players who are a way play- 
ing for places in the World Cup.” 

Hall and Simpson are now 
taking part in the Gold Cup 
competition in America and 
may not be back in England un- 
til 2 S February. 

John Aloisi and Mathias 
Svensson could be recalled 
alongside on-loan striker Steve 
Cl a ridge, while goalkeeper 
.Aaron Flabavan is on standby 
to replace Alan Knight, who has 
flu, David Hiflier is fit again, but 
Andy Thomson is suspended 
while Andy Turner is injured. 

Dave Bassett, the Forest 
manager, is waiting on the fit- 
ness of Scot Gemmill, who 
missed last week’s 3-1 defeat by 
Oxford with an ankle injury and 
will face a late fitness test. 


Basketball 

N3A:lbrortaXnDMasB3;Qiaitati9Y)8 Van- 
couver 93; Attanta 108 Clevfltand 94; Detroit 
104 Houston 92; Now Jersey 108 Phoarw 94; 
Orlando 33 WtoWngton 83: Vtemi 91 »*- 
wartae 87. 

"THURSDAY LATE RESULTS: Men’s Eu- 
roLeegoa Second phase: Group p. MQK 
Salofflca |Q) Bi CSKA Moscow SK EstwS- 
antes (Sp) 88 Real Madrid 65: Benetton Tre- 
viso |it) 96 Limoges (Fr) 7U Group E: 
MaccaN let Aw 8/ TurK taecan 76. Group 
Gn Barcelona 84 O&npfci LJuOtarw (Stavon) 
$5: Pau-OrttKe (Fr) 94 Aba Bartr 75c Kinder 
Bofcxjna (H) 69 Paris St-Gertrain 52. Group 
H: Cbona Zagreb [Cioai 84 Ftarwan avgraoa 
(Yog) 66. 

Cricket 

The Women's Cricket Association bs 
having dfecussrons with the England 
and Vfetes Cricket Board about merg- 
ing with its male counterpart next 
month 

SECOND UMTHMJVER ONBOKY MATCH 
(MMDngUn, NZ}£ Zhtoabwe 138 149 overs: 
S B OOonnor&aa; ttewZiwtond 09 tor paa 
owws; N J Ague 671 Mow Zealand won by 
alght wtefeats and Mad nw-matdh mrtn 


TOUR MATCH (East London, SA; first day 
of Itour): Pakistan 232; Bonder Ml tor 3 


Mafeoume (tkmi gay); Victoria 391 tor nine 
declared and 9(7 for 8 dac p M Janas 70}; 
Western AusUala 327 lor 7dec (BPJuSen 
121 no) and 229 (J M Davison S44t Victoria 
iron by 82 raw. Brisbane {third (toy): 
Queensland 238 and 154 (S N Ibung 5-64. B 
N Wlgnsy 5-37); South Australia 218 <J 
James 4-48) and 173 tor a South Austrafa 
won by four Wickets. Sydney (DM day): 
feamarta 202 and 34T tR J Tucftar 99; O A 
Freedman 7-106); New South Wales 200 (M 
A Tbyte 88; O J Marsh 7-57) and 67 far l 

Football 

THURSDAY'S LATE RESULTS: Concaeaf 

79) 1 Guatemala i (Plata 919 . intauiattonat 
Ifawnment (Umasaol): Cyprus 1 (OBoa 70} 
Frtondi (Johansson 30): 9ownta3 Cahovt 
32, 63 flood 66} faatrcfS (Wareaon3ZGud- 
tonseon 86). Maroattonal ffiSsa'. 

rafceaft): Morocco 3 (Bust 6 , Shtoa ia Saftj* 
pen fiS) Ntoer O Dutch League Fartiaia S<t- 
zaid 2 (Jarow XI Hammng 21) Sparta Hot- 
eeitiam 1 (Junh 60). Portuguese Cub 
g«fflrtWw)toateBtM3fea-&BLBbonliM.- 
BoarMa 2 Un3a Laira 2 (beO: Freamnde 0 
Porto 4. Spanish Cub quartv-Dnai lint leg: 
Barcelona 2 Meridau FAl Karp Lager Cup 
se co nd round: DuMafc 0 Shetooume 0 f»- 
pfey UtnomwJ. (tontfns League Second DD- 
vtatoncSttckpcm Barnsley ZLaegue Cup 

Onip Ftouc SWs 3 Borya Group Sbe Tten- 

mare 3 Btehpooi 4 

Golf 

GREG NORMAN IKTERfiATTONAL (Syd- 
ney) Loading second-round scores: 134 
J M Ote^aiJaT (Sp! 67 67: 135 J Cot* (US) 
89 SS, 136 C Jones (Aus) 69 67! 137N Price 
Ckn) 68 69: R Gbsan (Can) 88 B& 138 J 
Sanden (Aus) 72 66: G Coles (Aus) TO 68; 
P Gow «u?) 88 09: A Painw jAu« *0 » 
138 W Smith (Aus) 72 67; D Ounatay (US) 
70 69; P Lonard (Ats) 66 70: R Rusacn (Gfin 
ES 70; J Cooper (Aus) 66 73 140 AJ 
“) 70 7CK 1 

. - 

1 (NO 68 72 N Kerry 

P Sorior {AWl ® 71 : S L^ney (Autm TO 
S Laycock (Aus) TO 70. J T ownsend (US) 89 
71; T Cardan (Aus) 6971 141 G Monwtn 
(Aus) 66 73: S Apetotw (Aus) 89 72; A Bor- 
homme fAuaJ TtfSTH Coggto (AjhJH TO 
M Ecob lAua) 73 88; S StS* (NZ) 72 »; 


C Spence (Aual 7E 69; N CTHeam (Aus) 68 
73; C Rymar (US) 70 7i 
BUCK INVITATIONAL (San 
Leading 1 BrefrowicleoDraa (I 
ad): 62 D lore 63 F ZmIik. 
gansen J Sancfy SS T Kte 5 ( 

B Marital C Perry. R Eaks. 66 B Bass. P Stew- 
art L Ctamnrns. P Aztomr, T Dodds {SA). S7 
S Rato, N Lancaster, R Cochran. G Tetggs. T 
Aimar, B Co Bxrgar, J Ksfy P Gqy35s,J 
Skanan, D A Watering. Selected: 69 S lyte 

71 T VHMds; D Ban (Can) 72 J 

; (Swa). 

Ice hockey 

NHL: St Louis 3 Boston 1; Ottawa 3 Toronto 
2; Detroit 5 Tampa Bay 4; &';•» </ 4 San Jose 

2 Colorado 4 Chicago Z\ PWadeWna 6 
Pttoantx 2; Los Angela 3 NY Flangers 1 
THURSDAY'S LATE RESULTS: I 
Newcastle 3 Manchester 3 (at); 

3 Nottingham 9; Cmtftt 1 Brackneie. 

Rallying 

SWEDISH RAUY (Kadstad) Leading po- 
stoons on ftraJ tog (altar four of eight 
stages); f T Radsmvn (Stra) Toyota 44nur 
esaec; 2 T MaWnen (Fki) MttsuUEte 44:266; 
3CSata(Sp) Tbyoffl 443E2: 4M Qnx*x*n 
(Swa) Toyota 44£6D; 5 C McflaB (GB) Su ty 
aru44$8& 6 J KaiMoJtari (Fin} Ford 46.D54; 
7 D Auriol (Fr) Toyota 8 K Erteson 

(Sue) a±am 45c«0; 9 M Jorason (See) R*J 
4521ft 10U Nfttal (GaO MfcajtJsht 4539A 

Rugby Union 

Honan CTGara, the stand-off, Ronan 
kicked flvs panat- 
1 a chop goal to help Ireland 
Under-2i to a 23-7 victory over Scot- 
land Urtder-21 at Ctoniart Dub&n, 
mantalring his skJete Laibeaten record 
) them. Scotland want In front 
- 10 rtinutBB when the ful-back 

Stuart Mofial joined the Ine and went 
over for a wefi-worired try, converted 
by the stanct-otf Gordon Ross, and 
troy maintained their lead until a 
minute before half-time when Ireland 
struck derisively. The Wfflsontens 
centre Jamie Mayer was penaSsed for 
a daiberate knock-on and the Gar. 
ryowen sorum-haff Thomas Tierney 
cut through for a try after a rapidly tak- 
en tail reiand estabfshed a stran- 
I In the second half and, as the 
1 faied ticmasingfy to cope with 
aswirfrmvrtodOXktrasiretehedthair 
lead with a succession of penalties. 
UNDER - 21 IMTERNATK0IAL (Ctontarf, 
Dublin): Ireland 23 Scotland 7. 

Dave Sims, the England A lock, has 
been ruled out for at least three 
weeks with a shoulder injury. He wS 
miss Gloucester^ next two Ailed 
Ounbar Premiership matches* 

Bath on D February and r 
ton three days later. 

MMeki George, president of South 
AMcee National Sports Cotncl, which 
governs sport In the couitry, has 
warned that he may resort to caBng 
tor international boycotts unless 
provincial rugby urior teams increase 
their number of black players. < 
raked Ns concern about the 
composfttan of the teams when only 
four blacks were among the 120 
South African players named last week 
to contest the forthcoming Super 12 
tournament 


_ Peter Qmour, the world No 

/usoKssta^ iBhteV unaidrectBdly beai 
r. b Twsy. s Jur- 39th-ranked Frenchman 


Sailing 

Peter Qnrour, the worid No \ was yes- 
beaten by the 
Frenchman Sebastian 
Destremau ti the semi-finals of the 
AustraSa Cup in Perth. Gftnour, who 
was safing for Austraia but 
senttng Japan's Nippon At 
Cup challenge and sadng with an aB- 
Japanese crew, had been the top 
scorer after tha eirrinatton romds and 
had the choice of opponent in the 
so mi -final In tomorrow's final De- 
stramau wffl meet the €8th-ranked 
Dean Barker of New Zealand. Barker 
also caused an u pset b y beating the 
Swede Magnus Hotnoarg, who fe 
ranked Mth. 

Snooker 

BENSON AND HEDGES MASTERS 
(Wombtey couforoncA Centro) Qusrtar- 
tinats: M WKams (WaJ) bt A Hamilton 
(Ehfl) 6d; S Darts (Big) bt R OSuevan (Big) 

6- 3. 

Table tennis 

SJROFCAN MBTS LEAGUE FM DMskto 
(Groat Vtemouftt) England 1 Greecs4 (Eng 
names first): StogteK C Prean bt t todoute 
J8-2I27-7J Sysd lost to K Kreanga 

7- 21 11-21; T \tnjrn lost to N 'Uakas 21-14 
13-Si 7-21; Preen tost to Kreanga n-si T6- 
8l DquUik Praan and \bung tostto %lokas 
and P Gtoras V21 17-21. 

Tennis 

CROATIAN INDOOR ATP TOURNAMENT 
, quortor-flnabc Q Ruoedo- 
) bt If Damm (Cz Repie-1 6-4; M Hos- 
. j bt R Schu tiler (GerJ 6-2 6-2; G 
KrerusaW! (Croa) bt J Novak (Cz Rep) 7-6 
7-6. 

MARSEILLE MENS OPEN Stogies, quv- 
... - ‘ A Clement 

(Svrtt) bt A 


ter-flnalK Y KgMWkpy jttua) b t~A Ctoment 


^0 6^ 3-6 6-4; M TI 


i (Fr) 4-6 60 7-6. 

TORAY RAN PACIFIC WOMENS OPEN 
o) Singles, quarter-finals: M HMs 
I bt R (Sande (K) 8-2 7-S; L Duvanpwi 
tt Sprtea (Rora) 7-8 7*. ACootzar 
. j bt A Su^yarna (Japan) B-3 2-6 6-2; t 
Majo* (CK»fbt M SaSkUtepan) 6-2 6-t 
.GteJSto- 


NATTONAL VETERANS «DOOR CHAMP- 
IONSHIPS r 
Men's i 

S3? A Compton-tianab (Enrek) bt J F^afstr 
(Surrey) 3-8 6-36-2. Ovur-SS: J’Mun (Sur- 
rey) « J DhtraJ-Soma (Mkfdx) 3-6 7-6 7-8: 
J Wayne (Hons) bt M Frauds (Bucks) 64 
B-4 tW-B0f G HokJen iHamps) bt D Gar- 
maj (Sussex) 60 64; T Burgess (Cheatwe) 
bt D Honwood Sirray) 1-864 6-1 Ovbt- 
65: K Busrrel (VWrwiSs) btPWtofl (Essex) 
64 64; S Jacobean (Mcku) UJ Draper (Mkl- 
Ox) 5-7 7-6 6-2. Over-70: S Howard (Wd- 
dx) bt A Spicer (Mddx) 6-1 6-0: L Bters 
(Ease*) bt E Crump (Sirrey) 6-4 6-1 Ow- 
75: M Brown (Sunuy) otJ McCol cSaffonfl 
&a7-&GPaST(Str%) btHGttxn (Berio} 
64 6-3. Women: Ower-oo: $ Freeman 
(Middx} bt D Orund 
Gwatldn (Swrey)ttl 
Wtns) 7S6-3. Ovbt-50: F ' .... 
btSRodrioumfEssad 61 6i;V\ 
(Mddx)WS w (Sufreyj 62 7-a Owwso: 
J Paoxce (Ebsok) bts Hodgse (Suray) 2-6 
64 6Z Ovsr-7ft K DuvMe (Mdox) btv 

Ing (Swrey) M 62: C HwdwfcdkJtewa ®ur- 


SIDELINES 
Wembley factor 
flavours 



THE 

EX-FILES 


The fixture computer which 
paired Manchester United 
with Bolton ’Whnderers in 
the week of the 40th 
anniversaiy of the Munich 
disaster was deariy programmed for poignancy. The dubs 
are forever linked by the FA Cup final three months after 
the crash, but despite their dose proximity, dealings between 
them-have been scaxce. ; 

That was not always the case. James Casady, who in 1890- 
■set the Botton record offive goals fa a match, was transferred 
to Newton Heath, the railway workers’ team who were the 
forerunners of United. James McQeUand, ah FA Cup win- 
ner with "Wanderers in 1929, went to QldTrafford ashe woiind 
down his career at 34, a move that would be inconceivable 
today. 

Eric BeH joined United after national service in 1950, only 
to sign for Bolton inside a month. He scored the first of only 
two career goals in the “Matthews final” three years later. 
Around the same time. Matt Busby brought Harold McShane 
from Bumden Park for £5,000 plus John Ball. The father of 
the actor Ian McShane, be went on to win a championship 
medal iri 1952. - ... 

Tbny Dunne, a full-back in Busby’s European Cup-win- 
ning side, became part of a dassy Bolton team buih by Ian 
Greaves, himself one of United’s Wembley losers in 1958. 
Willie Morgan won Second Division titles with both dubs, 
while Alan Gowifag, Peter Barnes, Wyn Davies and Barry 
Hiy (the very same: a post-Munich Red who did not males 
ft) also had a dual connection, with Pater Beardsley provid- 
ing the “ex” factor in today’s derby. 


Ten things 
that 
Boro’s 
Bolivian 
Jaime 
Moreno 
might be' 
missing 
today 


1 LaPlaz, four kilometres 
above sea level the high- 
est capital dty in the world. 

2 Lake Titicaca, the high- 
est navigable body of wa- 
ter in the world. 

3 Bolivian farmers, ar- 
guably the highest in the 
world, as they export more 
cocaine than any country 
except Colombia. 

4 Whges thatcan double 
in minutes. But inflation 
has readied 35,000 per 
cent in the past. 

5 The Fiesta delaVirgen 
de Candelaria, which 



takes place in "eaify Feb- 
ruary in Copacabana, on 
the-bariks of Titicaca. 

6 Chicha - maize liquor. 

7 Andean music - as 
haunting and mournful 
as Middlesbrough cries 
when Newcastle win. 

8 The Witches’ Market fa 
La Paz, which sells spells 
and potions. - 

9 The Chaco plain. Des- 
olate and impenetrable, 
ranch like the north east. 

10 Coveted territory. Bo- 
livia isccxKtanlfy in land dis- 
putes with its neighbours. 


NAME OF THE GAME 

NO 21: PLYMOUTH ARGYLE 



Contrary to widespread belief, the club was not named 
after the Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders, who beat the 
Plymouth-based South Staffordshire Regiment Co win the 
inaugural Army Challenge Cup fa 1889. Three years ear- 
lier a group of public school leavers who wanted to con-, 
tinue playing football bad met at the Borough Arms Coffee 
Tavern in PtymauftL They called themselves the Argyie Foot- 
ball Club after Argyie Tfcrrace, a street in the Mutley area 
of the city where most of them lived. When they turned 
professional fa 1903 the club became Plymouth Argyie. 



THIS 

WEEK 



On 6 Februaiy 1991, 
Cameroon became the first 
African team to play at 
Wembley when they faced 
England in a friendly. 

The build-up to the game 
had been metaphorically 
chilly due to Cameroon's 
Roger Milla demanding a 
£50,000 appearance foe from 
the FA. He did not receive 
the money and did not play. 

The match itself took 
place on a night when the 
temperature was measured 
at - 4G but England sup- 
porters were eventually 
wanned by events on the 
pitch. The Crystal Palace 
striker, Ian Wright, made an 
assured international debut, 
and his senior partner, Gary 
Lineker, scored both goals in j 
the 2-0 win. 


HISTORY 
LESSON - 


England meet Chile for the 
fifth time next week hoping 
to avoid a third consecutive 
goalless draw against the 
South Americans. 

The two countries last 
met nine years ago fa the'. 
Rous Cup. an end-of-season 
tournament which also fear-, 
tured Scotland. John 
Fashanu and Nigel Clough 
made their England debuts 
fa a disappointing game in 
front of onfy 15,628 fans at 
Wembley. Paul Gascoigne is 
the only current England 
player who played that night. 

The previous meeting, in 
Santiago in 1984, also end- 
ed 0-0. In 1950 England 
won 2-0 fa a World Cup 
match in Rio and three years 
later they won 2-1 in a 
friendly fa Santiago. 


Transfers 


LoansTWals 


fiaaaraaara a 


. , Evarton 

to Newcastle (£55 m); John 
Benraltofd (defender) Newcastle 
to Southampton £l5m); Stephen 
Gtoaa (mkffteldor) Aberdeen to 
Newcastle [pre-contract aoree- 
(dwend- 

®2J£9!£i? a *2 , * a 1®} to Leicester 
(£750000); Dele Adebola rtar- 

ward) Ovwb Manantka to Bum- 

°v County: Nigel Jemaon (for- — >— * ■ - - 

ward) Okforti United to Bury 
Jehad Munfauser (forward) Ar- 

eonat in t m.. \T. 


ward) ... 

United; I 


(defender' 

dersfield 


i»<: Anthony 
-~-w) Blackburn 

SST? ft* Ran**" 

Sng^rnidfleicfer) Derfa 
toRusftdan & Diamond 


fflSSSaW 0 " TMm 10 

Contributors; Phil Shaw, NtefrHwris . ■' 

ftswJws contributions welcome. Senri tn cmsCma 
The independent i Cana^SgS 
e^nait address: sport ft M*S£t£g 
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disaster, and 
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documeniaries, but 
S ? me S^tuiious 

last game, m Belgrade, 
z™ Bwty Babes: End of a 
Onam served as a fine re- 
minder of what the fuss was, 
mid is, abouL 


Interviews with Harry 
Gregg. Bill Foulkcs, Bobby 
Chariton and WHf McGuinness 
meant that all the usual bases 
were covered, but the makers 
used their imagination in gel- 
ling hold of peripheral figures 
such as Karl-Heinz Seffer, the 
rescuer who could confirm that 
there was no ice on the wings, 
and even Verna Lukjc, who 
owes her life to Gregg. “Un- 
derneath a lot of rubbish I 
found a baby,” he said, while for 
her part she said: “In our fam- 
ily he has always been treated 
as a hero. If it hadn't been For 
Harry Gregg, there wouldn’t 
have been a family at all." 

_ There was also an interview 
with Tbm Pol ter, the policeman 
who guarded the bodies when 
they were brought back to 


Manchester. “I could smell the 
varnish on the coffins. When- 
ever 1 smell new varnish today, 
I always think of those coffins." 

A nurse at the Munich hos- 
pital, Gerda Thiel, was also 
featured - “their spirit of com- 
munity was amazing” - and the 
referee m Belgrade, plus several 
United fans, who did their best 
to put into words what it was like 
to follow the Busby Babes and 
then lose them: “It was some- 
thing similar to when Princess 
Diana died,” according to Bri- 
an Hughes, who can only have 
been a lad at the time. “People 
said it was religious,’ 1 be said “It 
wasn't religious. Well It was a 
religion, but it was a Man Utd 
religion.” 

Perhaps best of all Ruby 
Thafa got the chance to speak 


up for husband. Captain James. 
Thain. who was unfairly 
blamed. “He was the scape- 
goat,” she said “He made the 
mistake of being alive." 

The events of the day are told 
well fa crisp soundbites. Twice 
Captain Thain tried to take oft 
before the party was sent back 
. to the airport building for cof- 
fee. Then they were called back. 
“I bad a cold feeling, ] really 
did," Bill Foulkes said 

"There were frightened 
people in that plane," said 
Gregg, while Albert Scanlon 
described everyone changing 
seats. Back to Harry Gregg as 
they waited: “Johnny Berry 
said: ‘Vife're all going to get 
fucking killed here’.” 

“BUly [Whelan] leaned 
across and said: 'If this is the 


end Tm ready for it’," Scanlon 
recounted. In the film, the ten- 
sion bulk up with the short in- 
tercutting. There might be a case 
for saying that the story hardly 
needs any narrative manipula- 
tion, but it was well done. Jour- 
nalist Frank Taylor described the 
take-off: “3 saw the end of the 
runway and said: ‘Christ, we're 
not going to make if. I thought 
'What a silly bloody way to efie’." 

The likes of Foulkes and 
Gregg have told the story many 
times, and you sensed them 
reciting familiar lines, but with 
feeling. “I asked the doctor 
‘Where are the others’?” 
Foulkes said “And he said: 
This is if. ‘Aren’t they in the 
other hospital’? 1 asked him, 
and be said: There is no oth- 
er hospital'.” 


After, came the recrimina- 
tions. “I was very, very angry,” 
said Marion Bent, Geoff's wid- 
ow. Gregg believes it might all 
have been avoided fa the ter- 


IIIUUUAVWW GJ j 

off attempt. “If anyone had 

had the courage tostand up and 

say: This is cra2ty\ it wouldn't 

have happened But, fike all peo- 
ple, we’re afraid to lose face in 
front of our friends. It takes a 
very brave man to be a coward 
And as Busby told Marjorie 
English. Eddie Oilmans girl- 
friend -when he rang her, say- 
ing: “I’m sorry, Tm so sorry" - 
he was only a football manag- 
er he wouldn't have presumed 
to tell the pilot how to Oy his 
plane any more than Captain 
Thain would have told him how 
to run his learn. 


Some fans of other teams 
resent Munich, believing that 
the did? and its followers imag- 
ine themselves as bavfagsome 
sort of spurious moral ascen- 
dancy. Maybe we do, but even 

far someone like me -not t>orD 

at the time (1 was in the womb, 
as it happens} - it lives down 
the years. As Brian Hughes put 

it fa foe programme: People 

say you should forget about 40 
years ago. But I can remember 
it like it was 40 minutes ago. 
The last word is left to 

Gregg: “they say they would 

have been the best team m foe 

world. Maybe. One thing sfbr 
sure. They were foe most loved 

team.” And although it's exactly 
that kind of thing that irritates 
other fans, it's not far from the 
truth- 


African pride and 
^passion on display 
in Ouagadougou 



BURKINA. FASO 

Tbnisia, wbo face England at the 
World Cup finals this summer, 
and Morocco, who will meet 
Scotland^' have important busi- 
ness to attend to before they can 
turn foeir attentions to France. 

Both are among the 16 coun- 
tries competing at the 21st 
African Nations’ Cup tourna- 
ment, which begins today. Two 
years ago the reborn South 
Africa won the event on home 
soft, amid much tri- 
umphalism led by 
President Nelson 
Mandela wearing a 
team shirt. This 
year the venue is 
far removed from 
the bright lights of 
Johannesburg and 
Durban. 

The host na- 
tion is one of the 
poorest in Africa: 

Burkina Faso. The 
matches are being 
staged fa- two sta- 
diums in the capi- 

tat Ouagadougou, and a new 
stadium in foe provincial town 
of Bobo Dioulasso. 

It was very much a political 
derision by the Confederation 
of African Football to take its 
flagship tournament to Burkina 
Faso, one of foe continent's 
least developed nations. CAF 
has staled that it wants to take 
the biennial event to all comers 
of Africa fa order to help up- 
grade facilities everywhere. 

• Burkina Faso took on foe 
challenge and. although hotels 
and communications may not al- 
ways be of the standard visitors 
are accustomed to, it is some- 
thing of a triumph for them to 


AROUND 

THE 

WORLD 

BY 

RUPERT 

.METCALF 


be staging the tournament. 
Zambia, the scheduled hosts fa 
1988, pulled out at a very late 
stage, pleading poverty. So too 
did Kenya fa 1996, due to in- 
ternal political conflicts as well 
as cash shortages. 

Burkina Faso have diligently 
dealt with every difficulty they 
have faced so far, however, 
and today the action starts on 
the pitch when foe host nation 
take on Cameroon in the 4 
August stadium hi Ouagadou- 
gou - which is also 
the venue of the final 
on 28 February. 

The hosts are in a 
tough group along 
with Algeria and 
Guinea as well as 
Cameroon. They 
have, however, hired 
a top coach to try and 
maximise foe poten- 
tial of their team. 
Philippe Troussier, 
an itinerant French- 
man who has had 
• spells- fa- charge of 

■■■■. Ivory -Coast and 

Nigeria and will be off after the 
African finals to take charge of 
South Africa at foe World Cup. 

Although his team are un- 
likely to win foe tournament, 
they have realistic hopes of pro- 
gressing from the group stage. 

South Africa were fined and 
had foe size of their squad cut 
from 22 to 20 by foe organisers 
on Thursday for sending in the 
list of names late. They have 
been beset by problems since 
qualifying for the World Cup. 

The experienced coach Qive 
Barker, who led them to 
France, resigned after a series 
of poor results in friendlies. 
Their woes have continued and 



Ferguson’s United 
provide precious link 
with Babes of ’58 


BrazHh Romario celebrates his penalty in a l-l draw against Guatemala in the CONCACAF 
Gold Cup at the Orange Bowl in Miami on Thursday ni^rt Photograph: AJkport 


last month they suffered a 
humiliating defeat by Namibia, 
who are also at foe Nations’ 
Cup, fa a Castle Cup tie. 

South Africa’s caretaker 
coach,JcHDoSonaismebuilienL 
mood, though. “There are still 
enough quality players in key po- 
sitions that are better than the 
best the other countries have to 
offer," he said. “None of foe 
other teams has a player of the 
defensive stature of Lucas 
Radebe. No other team has a 
winger that takes on defences like 
Hetman Mkbalele and there are 
no other strikers like Phil 
Masinga. On the African stage, 
I believe we are still ahead of the 
field and that we will win again." 



123 days... and counting 
until the World Cup 
finals begin in France 


Even if Jurgen Klinsmann recovers from Ns broken jaw 
in time for the World Cup finals, his place in Germany’s 
storting fae-up is by no means certain hfis less than con- 
vmring cbfo form for Tottenham prior to. his injury had 
not gone unnoticed by Germany's coach, Berti Vogts. 

Kinsmann, currently Germany^ captain, is guaranteed 
a place in the squad, however, even if his form does not 
merit a place in the team. “If Jurgen sees that his per- 
formance is no longer there, 11 prepare hire quietly for 
that And hell understand,” Vogts said this week. “He 
leads the team well, even if he is not playing. He wtH also 
be strong in that rote.’’ UcSnesefc Ofiver Berhoff Uf Kirsten 
of Bayer Leverkusen, Olaf MarschaD of Kaiserslautern, 
Carsten Jancker from Bayern Munich and Fredi Bobic 
of VfB Stuttgart are KBnsmannls rivals for forward places. 


Studgethorpe receive £lm ransom demand attached to Gaffer’s sleeve 



THE 

GAFFER 

TAPES 


Worried fans at foe Old Corn- 
field will today be asked to con- 
tribute to Sludge foorpe BrazSTs 
Save foe Gaffer Fund. TTie 
fund, currently standing at 
£1,074.27, is still £998,925.73 
short of foe £lm ransom de- 
manded by foe kidnappers of 
Barry Gaffer. 

Mr Gaffer, Brazil’s flam- 
boyant football kommissar, 
has been held prisoner in foe 
Central American jungle since 
he was kidnapped while check- 
ing on prospective signing Che 
Revdta. A ransom note arrived 
earlier in the week accompa- 


nied by the sleeve of Mr 
Gaffer's Puffa jacket to confirm 
its authenticity. 

Among those contributing 
to the fund is Brian Heckfa- 
bottom whose conversion from 
malicious, violent centre- 
forward to budding alternative 
poet prompted Mr Gaffer’s trip 
to Central America. Hedrin- 
bottom said all proceeds from 
his future collection of poetry 
would go to the fund. 

However, none of Mr 
Gaffer’s former wives have 
been as generous. Each said 
they had to save their funds to 


cover lawyers’ fees when his es- 
tate is carved up. Already foe 
trio have been involved in an 
unsavoury auction of their 
memories of foe booze-and- 
birds life with foe Gaffer. He 
is, depending upon reports, an 
insatiable five-times-a-nighler 
in the Hughie Green class, or 
a hopeless dud like our rival pa- 
pers' editors. His current wife, 
meanwhile, has denied reports 
that she bad filed for divorce. 

The club chairman. Sir 
Hirem Firem, said he would do 
everything he could to get his 
kommissar back but had not 


been able to do much yet as be 
was too busy coaching the team 
in Gaffer’s absence. Firem axed 
coach, Kit Mann, following 
last week's 6-1 FA Cup defeat, 
during which Mann’s 17-year- 
old son Herman played. 

Firem said he had been 
prepared to give the coach 
another chance until he dis- 
covered he intended to play bis 
daughter, Wanda Mann, in to- 
day’s match. Firem has re- 
called Shaun Prone and Ivor 
Niggle to replace the Manns. 

SJudgsihor™ BrsdL Panic; Ganja. Phace, 
Ott and* ram Ftesta. Spice, Hg&e; Mbs- 
sno, Unstsrtz. 


Of all foe 40 years that have 
passed since the tragedy of foe 
Munich air crash, this year. 
1998, is foe most poignant an- 
niversary. Generally 40th 
anniversaries are only middle- 
ranking stage-posts in life - out- 
shone by the quarter and half 
centenaries. This one is differ- 
ent, because never before has 
there been quite the resonance 
between past and present; nev- 
er again will it be so possible for 
foe dwindling numbers of us 
who remember 1958 to give 
younger people a sense of loss. 
The link, precious and fleeting 
like all things Irving, is foe cur- 
rent United team. 

This is a personal story, 
though one whose broad pat- 
tern will be shared by other 
fiftysomethings who grew up fa 
Manchester. I was 13- The lights 
from the windows of the back 
street barber’s shop pierced 
foe early evening 
gloom. I was get- 
ting the custom- 
ary “short back 
and sides". Sud- 
denly the door 
opened with an 
urgent jangle. In 
came a flat- 
capped man in 
cheap, baggy 
trousers. “The United plane has 
crashed," he blurted, banged the 
door shut and was gone. 

I don’t know who be was. 
Maybe he knew foe barber, 
maybe he just had to find some 
way to come to terms with his 
own horror and dread and had 
stumbled towards the light 
There was a pause, foe handful 
of customers gazed at each 
other. 1 don’t remember anyone 
speaking. The snipping re- 
sumed, though I was oblivious 
to iL Then, cycling home, my 
legs pumped foe pedals as fast 
as I could to begin the evening’s 
vigil by the radio. 

I had been going to Old Tfaf- 
ford for five years, during which 
time foe “Busby Babes" had fil- 
tered into the team. I remem- 
ber a 1-5 home defeat against 
Bolton: men against beys, re- 
deemed by an imperious Tom- 
my Taylor header into foe net in 
front of me. But there had been 
enough magic to hook me for 
life. I had foe autographs, foe 
pictures on the bedroom wall 

Forty Februaries on, anoth- 
er Scottish manager leads an- 
other young team high fa hope 
of European Cup success, a year 
after semi-final failure. “Matt 
50:50,” 2 remember the head- 
line fa the Manchester Evening 
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News. In terms of silverware 
Alex Ferguson is already more, 

successful than Busby was as he 

lay in his oxygen tent. More im- 
portantly he has done thing? the 
Busby way, summed up fa his 
ay from the touchline when the 
team was getting a kicking at 
Bramafl Lane a few years back. 
“Keep playing football T 

The pre-Munich team were 
above all a team. More solid, 
more together as a unit on foe 
field than their Sixties succes- 
sors for whom foe transcendent 
invention of Law, Charlton and 
Best obscured foe limits of oth- 
ers. It is like the difference be- 
tween Ferguson’s first Double 
fpgim -lit by Cantona, Kanchel- 
skis. Hughes and Ince -and 
today's side. 

Roger Byrne, foe captain fa 
1958, had a modest, understat- 
ed touch, like Denis Irwin to- 
day. His understudy, Geoff 
Bent, also died fa 
the crash and was 
spoken of as a po- 
-• tential England 
international, a 
status already 
achieved by young 
Phil Neville. Ed- 
die Coleman, like 
Paul Scholes, a 
Salford lad, had 
the ability to twist and turn in 
tight spaces, to geL up foe field 
and back again. Billy Whelan 
was one of those players who 
could do mesmeric things yet 
also dawdled out of a game. He 
bad lost his place in foe team 
as Charlton began to blossom. 
In contrast, the main striker, 
Tbimny Thylor, the big money 
buy (£29,000 from Barnsley) was 
a prolific scorer. On foe left 
wing Albert Scanlon had won 
the berth normally filled by 
David Pfegg, a pacy (babbler with 
a powerful shot. Duncan Ed- 
wards was a national hero at 21 
fa an era unspiced with heroes. 

Next week. United entertain 
Barnsley at Old Trafford in foe 
fifth round of the FA Cup, just 
as Sheffield Wednesday came - 
and lost 3-0- all those years 
ago. On that emotive night re- 
serves and third learners were 
bolstered by goalkeeper Harry 
Gregg, Bill Foulkes and two 
emergency si g nin g s' the diminu- 
tive midfielder Ernie Tiylor, and 
Stao Crowther, a workaday 
left-half. They kept playing 
football 

The trauma of foe crash 
froze my footballing emotions. 

I am forever a 13 year old, more 
so this year than any year since 
I had “short back and sides". 


major fixturis 
and pools 

CHECK 

TODAY 

3.0 unless stated 
FA Carling Premiership 

1 Bamstey v Evertan . — — — 

2 Blackburn v Ttittertom — ■ 

3 Cowftty v ShetfteW Wadrwsdey . 

4 Derby Comty v Aston Vfc 

SLoksasttrvLflads 

fl Liverpool v Southampton — 

7 Manchester Utd v Bolton {3XQ — 

5 Newcastle v West Ham 

Nationwide Football 
League First Division 

9 Bforinghom v MforiMforough — 

10 Bradford Gty v Chariton 

11 Buy v Port VaJa ... — 

12 Huddersfield v Stockport 

13 Norwich v Manchester City.... — 

14 Ffortsmouth v Nottm Forest. — ... 

15 OPR v Crewe--- 

18 Raring v Trarrmere 

17 Sheffield Utd v Oxford Utd 

18 Stoke v Ipswich..—..-....—-— 

19 Swndan v West Bromwich 

20 WWves v Stfoderisnef 

Second Division 

21 Btxmemouth v Bristol Ctty . — - 

22 Bristol Rovers v Chesterfield 

23 ft*am v Southend — 

24 MftNd v Grimsby — - 

25 Okfwm v EtatXpod 

28 Plymouth v Cartate 

27 Preston v Burnley — — 

28 Wigan v Northampton 

29 Wrexham v Luton — 

30 Wycombe v Brentford 

31 HxkvWHsul 

Third Division 

32 Briditonv Torquay — — 

33 Carrtaridge Utd v Doncaster.. 

34 Caitttf v Uncotn City 

35 Chester v Mansfield - — 

38 harttopod v Darlngton. — 

37 m* city v RochdalB — ... 

38 Mncctesftaidv Scarborough 

39 Notts County v Shrewdury — . 

- Rotherham v Exeter — 

- Scunthorpe v Barnet 

Bell's Scottish League 
Premier Division 

40 Aberdeen v Hbem tan ... ... 

41 Dundee Utd v Motherwel 

42 Kftnomock v St Johnstone 

43 Rangers v Dunfertae 

First Division 

44 Airdrie v Han Stun ..„ 

45 Fafcvk v Morton — ............ 

48 Raith w Partick 

47 St Mrien v Ayr — — 

48 String Atoton vtXndee 

Second Division 
40 awcHnv East Fite 

- Inverness CT v Clydebank 

- Uvtngsion v Forfar — 

- Quean ot South « Clyde .... 

- Stranraer. v Stortiousenutr 

Third Division 

- Atocn Ftovere v East String 

- Aloa v Queen's Park 

- Cowdenbeath v Arbroath 

- Dumbarton v Ross County 

- Montroee v Berwick.... 

TOMORROW 

FA Carting Premiership 
Arsenal v Chelsea (ACJ) 

Second Division 

Watford v Gingham (IQ 

Bell’s Scottish League 

Premier Division 

Hearts v Celtic SO) 


WEEKEND FIXTUR E GUIDE 


TODAY 

Football 

3D -jntea ag ed 
GM VAUXHALL CONFERENCE 

FarabORWflh vLsafc, 

Hednssfnro v Cbi 




WUtogbonxCh * Bouiw, Wtootson v Stamford; 

ybiday v Cogenhoa 


FA CARLS8ERG WSE ffl* w*?®* 
ttfertag V Ptfflw_Ber. 


HlscSuduyfl 
HC-.TneRontOadty • 

EBsEgc Ssasaa 

a: Leateerhaed U Thame; 

sasreas 

Edgwsre 

twg M rtbp m te r. rt *» / rab try 

ng Twitfateiskir Ctapicn v Ctodonffijgs 
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Resurgent Everton 
shed blood, sweat 
and relegation fears 


According to Goodison ' 
Parle's mam gement duo of 
Howard Kendall and 
Adrian Heath, the club’s 
return to form is all due to 
confidence. 

After months of doom and gloom 
at Goodiso . Park, the back-page 
lead in Merseyside’s morning 
newspaper re flec's the upbeat 
mood enveloping Everton. But 
while Howard Kendall’s manager 
of the month award may be the 
only thing they win all season, 
Adrian Heath is not reading too 
much into it. 

Heath is in no doubt that 
Kendall richly deserves the hon- 
our. It is just that under the foot- 
ball sub-section of sod's law, its 
recipients customarily come a 
cropper in their next match. Al- 
though there are few dubs where 
the past has a more evocative pres- 
ence, this is one tradition which 
Everton’s managerial duo are anx- 
ious not to uphold today. 

Victory at Barnsley would 
plump up a nine-point cushion be- 
tween Everton and the bottom 
side: defeat would erode their 
position dangerously. Kendall, 51, 
is too canny for what he calls “all 
that stuff about a game we can't 
afford lo Jose", yet is acutely 
aware of the stakes for which 
they are playing. .As if to prove that 
none of Liverpool's great institu- 
tions is immune to collapse, the 
from of Heath's paper carries 
news of drastic redundancies at 
Vernons Pools. 

When Kendall first came to 
Goodison as a player, in 1967, 
Everton were bankrolled by John 
Moores of Littlewoods Pools fame. 
By the time he returned as man- 
ager, 14 years later, funds were still 
plentiful enough for him to lavish 
a club-record £700,000 on Heath. 

The assistant manager, now 37, 
had beea an apprentice at Stoke 
when they met. “Adrian was a 16- 
y ear-old cross-country runner and 
I was coming to the end of my play- 
ing career,” Kendall recalled. “So 
ibis little fella, bombing around, 
embarrassed me a few limes. He 
always had the enthusiasm. Now 
he’s got the knowledge ” 

They have worked together 
Gve limes, never more successful- 
ly than when Everton won two 
championships, one FA Cup and 
a European Cup-Winners’ Cup in 
the mid-1980s. After they left, their 
hearts stayed behind. Last summer, 
Kendall forsook Sheffield United 
for a third spell in charge; Heath 
relinquished the top job at Burn- ■ 
ley to join him. 

In one critical sense, the Ever- 
ton to which they returned was not 
the one they Cist knew. However 
w ealthy the chairman, Peter John- 
son, may or may not be, he is no 
Jack Walker. Despite the realisa- 
tion that money is no longer no ob- 
ject - or maybe because of it - fans 


who saw Kendall’s appointment as 
a retrograde step now inundate 
local radio phone-ins to admit they 
were wrong. 

The shift in public opinion is re- 
markable given that Everton 
propped up the Premiership as re- 
cently as mid-December. When 
they won at Leicester with a late 
penalty - their first away win in 12 
months — there was an under- 
standable temptation to invest 
the moment with the symbolism of 
Heath's fabled equaliser at Oxford 
14 years earlier. That goal reput- 
edly transformed a Wue period into 
a golden era. 

“With respect to Adrian, you 
don't suddenly have a very good 
side because you’ve drawn one 
particular game al Oxford,” 
Kendall says. “We don’t sudden- 
ly have a side who shouldn't be 
struggling because we won at 
Leicester. The real value was the 
boost to confidence. You should 
have seen the dressing-room af- 
terwards.” 

• Heath had seen it coming for 
three or four away matches. “We'd 
had a good goal ruled out at Vil- 
la, missed a penalty that would 
have won it at Leeds and led Black- 
burn 2-1 with nine minutes I eft. It 
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wasn't as if we were getting steam- 
rollered." 

The lowest point for Kendall 
came in October, a 4-1 capitula- 
tion at Coventry in the Coca- 
Cola Cup which prompted him to 
go on the pitch to show his dis- 
pleasure. “It was the manner in 
which We lost that was unaccept- 
able ” he explains. 

Heath cites defeat at Man- 
chester United. 2-0 going on 
10-0, as another chastening expe- 
rience. “It's hard enough going 
there with your strongest XL but 
we had several kids in. When 
they scored early on I thought ‘Oh 
. no, here we go'.” 

In between those setbacks. 
Everton hit rock bottom. “In hind- 
sight. it was a blessing,” Kendall 
says. “If you’re fourth bottom, no 
one ever believes you'll go down. 
That shocked everyone, made it 
sink in.” 

Even though the dub have en- 
dured frequent scrapes with rele- 
gation in recent years, Kendall's 
latest reign is inevitably compared 
with his first “I want to be judged 
as a newcomer.” he insists. “Man- 
agement isn’t about months, or at 
least it shouldn’t t»e. It’s about 
building something.” 

The players who have emerged 
as cornerstones of the reconstruc- 
tion are a surprising bunch. Who 
would have imagined, for instance, 
that Duncan Ferguson could don 


Peter Reid's former mantle as 
captain? In what Heath terms “a 
masterstroke, typical of his man 
management”, Kendall did. 

Hus, remember, is the striker 
who attracted the nickname “Dun- 
can Disorderly" and went to prison 
for butting an opponent Now he 
is to marry John Parrott's sister- 
in-law and is finally showing a 
sense of responsibility on the park. 

-Hea^h describes him as “a true 
Evertonian”. Kendall, who ad- 
mits the Scot was “fairly ineffec- 
tive” early in the season, regards 
his form as “awesome” since the 
Frenchman Mickael Madar arrived 
to partner him. 

Then there b Nick Bannby, 
widely written off as another ex- 
pensive underachiever. Next Tues- 
day he plays for England B, having 
caught Glenn Hoddle’s eye as a 
deep-lying attacker. “The graft he 
puts in in training b incredible,” 
Heath says. “He’s turned the sit- 
uation round himself.” 

Whereas Ferguson and Barm- 
‘ by cost (he previous regime near- 
ly £10m, Kendall has been 
outspent even by Barnsley. Some 
supporters Haim he was duped into 
believing Everton would be able 
to compete for the best He sums 
up the situation more diplomati- 
cally': “The fans wanted big names. 
£5m players coming in. We did try 
for an Ince and a Ravanelli. but it 
didn't work out" 

But, as he points out, the bulk 
of his most successful side were 
picked up for comparative peanuts 
in the lower divisions. He sees Carl 
Tiler as a modern equivalent His 
signing from Sheffield United in 
November was perceived as proof 
of Everton's lack of ambition. 
The critics quickly came round. 

Re entiling a young, unknown 
Norwegian, Thomas Myhre, to re- 
place a legend, Neville Southall, 
was another example of Kendall 
having the courage to back his 
judgement (At the same time, Liv- 
erpool bought Brad Friedel to take 
over from David James but have 
not bitten the bullet). 

He also sold the one Everton 
man in Hoddle’s squad, Andy 
Hincheliffe, confident that one of 
several outstanding teenagers, 
Michael Ball, will play for Eng- 
land eventually. And when Gary 
Speed withdrew his labour, after 
having bis head turned by New- 
castle, Kendal] used the situation 
to bis advantage by confirming the 
popular Ferguson as acting cap- 
tain. 

With the club's overdraft re- 
portedly running at £12m, it re- 
mains to be seen how much of the 
Hincheliffe and Speed fees 
Kendall is allowed to reinvest. In 
the meamirae. be and Heath will 
continue to impart their passion 
for Everton to a new generation 
of players. This is a cause, the ju- 
nior partner asserts, for which 
they are ready' to sweat blood. No 
one should doubt that it would be 
blue. 



In step: Howard Kendall (left) and Adrian Heath are shaping Evertorrfs climb out of the relegation zone Photograph: Simon Wilkinson 


Smooth talkers ease pressure on men in the muddle 


So, Stevenage were finally put 
firmly in their place, but to use 
a phrase beloved of foot- 
ballers. full credit to them. The 
□on-League side had third- 
round whipping boys written 
all over them when they came 
out of Graham Kelly's hat; as 
it turned ouL whooping boys 
would have been more ap- 
propriate, since they justifiably 
milked their big momenL 

But in ray opinion the real 
losers were Newcastle United, 
and especially Kenny Dalglish, 
cast as villain in this footballing 
soap opera. The episode did 
neither Dalglish nor his ream 
any favours. Since Kevin Kee- 
gan left the Toon, Newcastle, 
once the nation’s champions 
elect and darlings of the me- 
dia. have fallen dramatically 
from grace. .Predictable on 
the pitch, and a manager who 
has become public enemy No 
1 off it; if ever theyneeded the 
footballing equivalent of Max 
Clifford, it is now. 

Instead Newcastle have 
got Dalglish, who is to public 
relations what Anthea Turner 
is to marriage guidance. 
Things might be different 
were Dalglish able to com- 
municate with the press and 
public as well as he once could 
(and probably still can) with a 
football. That he is now ap- 
pearing in an advertisement 


for the Bristol, and West Build- 
ing Society instead of for BT 
- like signing for Manchester 
City from United - says some- 
thing about his popularity. 

In Dalglish's defence, it is 
not necessarily in a football 
m a nage r's job description to be 
an expert in public relations. 
But while some (like Martin 
O'Neill. Harry Redknapp and 
Ron Atkinson) can be relied on 
for obliging soundbites, others 
are more likely to bite your 
head off and (with Dalglish in 
particular) it is a case of once 
bitten, twice shy. 

The idea of media training 
courses for managers has been 
repeatedly mooted and is 
something the League Man- 
agers' Association is “looking 
into” (let’s hope they finish 
looking by the. time Gerry 
Francis returns to manage- 
ment). Most managers would 
no doubt claim they havetquiie 
enough on their plates al- 
ready. Nevertheless, football 
dubs are no different to any big 
business in having to work at 
maintaining their images. 
After ail, they fill more co lumn 
inches than most, both back 
and front pages. 

For that reason (and not be- 
fore time, it has to be said) 
most fop clubs now' employ a 
press officer of sorts to “pro- 
mote their dub to the best ef- 
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feet to the most appropriate 
target audience”. Their back- 
ground vary as much as their 
remits - some are media 
trained; others only ever 
trained an a football pitch, like 
Rangers’ John Greig - but all 
have, at times, an unenviable 
task. As Arsenal's press officer, 
Claire Tomlinson, says: “You 
can't legislate for what a man- 
ager or player might come out 
with in the heat of the momenL 
\bn can’t just step into the fray 
and stop them.” 

But Paul Mace says that its 
not tbe aim of press officers to 
act as a barrier between man- 
agers and players and the press. 


Mace has been trying to “build 
bridges” between Leicester 
Gty and the media for six 
years now, and believes rela- 
tions are improving: “Man- 
agers are getting younger and 
are more adept at dealing with 
tbe press.” 

Thai is not lo say the press 
officer has an easier lot these 
days. Filbert Street’s press box 
used to hold 40 people and was 
only occasionally fuD; today, 84 
seats are seldom enough. Plus 
Mace gets at least 12 magazine 
requests for interviews each 
week, on top of the daily calls 
from national, local and in- 
ternational television and radio. 
“A good press officer can save 
his manager and players a lot 
of time.” Mace says. “When 
Mall Elliott got called up by 
Scotland we were inundated 
with calls, but we guaranteed 
the press a time to talk to him 
and everyone was happy.” 

According to Mace, there 
was only a handful of press 
officers employed by English 
clubs when he was appointed. 
Now there are enough to fill 
a Pies Officers' Association, 
which will meet for the first 
time in Leicester next 
Wednesday. It is Mace's brain- 
child. “There has long been an 
association for football’s com- 
mercial managers.” he says, 
“And while ours is still in an 


embryonic state it’s an op- 
portunity for press officers to 
meet on a regular basis lo swap 
notes and fry to help one an- 
other. The job’: big enough, 
for heaven’s sake.” 

Which is exactly wh it the 
Football Association and Pre- 
mier League must have re- 
alised when they expanded 
their respective PR depart- 
ments. It took Graham Thylor 
and non-qualification for USA 
'94 to convince the FA of the 
need for a director of public 
affairs- the ubiquitous David 
Davies - while the Premier 
League's press department 
only came into being in 1995, 
three years after the League’s 
inception. Before that it was 
jusL one man and his phone. 

But while press officers 
may have improved relations 
between managers and the 
media significantly since 
Cardiff's Kenny Hibbit barked 
to the assembling press alter 
his side’s FA Cup win over 
Rusbton & Diamonds in 1995, 
“Look at you lot, you’re sick 
as pigs. You’re only here be- 
cause you thought they were 
going to knock us out”, it is 
doubtful whether if even the 
most smooth-talking press of- 
ficer will ever be able lo per- 
suade the likes of Kenny 
Dalglish that ft is good to talk 
- talk cordially. 


Speed completes his £5.5m 
transfer to Newcastle 


Newcastle completed the sign- 
ing of tbe Everton midfielder 
Gary Speed yesterday in a deal 
believed to be worth £5-5m- The 
Welsh international is eligible 
for tbe Magpies’ Premiership 
game at St James’ Park against 
West Ham today. 

The 28-year-old former 
Leeds United player is the 
fourth Newcastle signing in the 
last week and a half, as the New- 
castle United manager, Kenny 
Dalglish, reinforces his squad 
for an assault on both the FA 
Cup and a European place in 
tbe Premiership. 

Th minister for sport, Tony 
Banks, has rejected overwhelm- 
ing calls by fens for a return to 
terracing. The vast majority of 
supporters at Thursday night's 
Manchester roadshow of tbe 
Government’s Football Task 

Face voiced rbeir becking for tbe 
right to stand at matches. 

But the issue is not within the 
remit of the Thsk Force and 
Banks says the terraces will not 
return. A spokesman for Banks 
said that safety is the over- 
riding reason why they are 
against standing at matches. 

“Tony Banks understands 
the feelings that there are, but 
the truth is that everyone un- 
derstands the reasons why Lord 
Justice Taylor recommended 
aii-scatcr grounds,” he said. 


Police are nearing the end of 
their investigation into Arsenal 
striker Ian Wright’s alleged 
outburst at fans following the 
club's 3-1 home defeat by 
Blackburn back in December. 

Scotland Yard have taken 
statements from fans who were 
at the game on December 13 
but denied a report that they 
were now ready to submit a file 
on the case to the Crown Pros- 
ecution Service, who will then 
decide whether there is enough 
evidence to bring charges 
against Wright. 

Police said that “several fees 
of inquiry” were still being fol- 
lowed up, with witnesses being 
encouraged to come forward 
even at this relatively late s tage 
Wright is alleged to have . 
launched a tirade of abuse at 
supporters from the window of 
the team's dressing-room fol- 
lowing the game. 

Wimbledon have been given 
a boost in their bid to move to 
Dublin by European Union of- 
ficials. The Dons, whose pro- 
posed move is being resisted by 
tbe Football Association of Ire- 
land, have gone to the EU to ask 
whether they are entitled to re- 
locate in Dublin 

■Willy Helin, a spokesman for 

the EU Commissioner of Com- 
petitions Karel Van MierL said: 
“As a prima facie case, the Eu- 


ropean Union would have no 
objections to the move.". . . 

Mario ZagaJio. the Brazilian 
national cuach, remained ih.buIF 
ish mood despite another em- 
barrassing night for Brazil in tbe 
CONCACAF Gold Cup at the 
Orange Bowl. The world cham- 
pions were held to a 1-1 draw by 
Guatemala on Thursday. 

Juan Carlos Plata grabbed* 
dramatic injury-time equaliser 
after the Brazil captain,. Ro- 
mano, had opened the scoring 
from the penalty spot . . 

It means Brazil lave yet to. . . 
chalk up a victory in the compe- 
tition after .befog held to a <M) 
draw by Jamaica on Tbesday. ” ••• 

“We didn’t play very well 
tonight. Tbesday was better for 
us,” Zagallo said. “There were -. ■ 
a lot of errors in our passing, 
made mistakes tonight but leF- 
us not forget that we have lost 
only one of our last 56 games.. 

Romario made the break- 
through in the 78th minute 
with a superb penalty into the 
corner of the goal after he had 
been bundled over by Engelveri 
Herrera. 

But Guatemala, who played . 
out another goalless draw last 
Sunday, against El Salvador ifi;. 
Los Angeles, fait back with Pla- 
ta heading the equaliser after 
skipper Machon drove in a.oor- 

ner. 


m 
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-for. IS minutes today 
tteiaceferthe 
'Premiership will be 
overshadowed as 
Manchester United 
-T® m ® mb er the dead of 
■rMptiduGiy Hodgson 

look* at their match 

against Bolton. 
lAtouJerers and other 

leading Premiership 

fixtures, while Nick Harris 

(below) analyses the 
programme match by 
match; 


add to solemnity of occasion 


at Old Trafford 


m the Mumch ah crash there 

salary Iwofdob&whocodd 
stir sad recollections by their 
^ esen °e at Old Tfcafford today. 
Arsenal, for example, the last 
tesmi Manchester United met 
before their ill-fated trip into 
Europe, or Sheffield Wednes- 
day, the first afterwards to 
face the patched-up team. 

h^sfead it is Bolton who will 
Provide the opposition as yes- 
terday' S 40th anniversary is rg- 
membered and in many ways 
they are the most appropriate. 
It was Wanderers who played 
in the last League match at Old 
Stafford before the disaster 
(losing 7-2) and later they beat 
United 2-0 in the 1958 FA 
Cup final. 

A minute’s silence wilj be 
held at 3.04pm today, the 


time of the crash, and the kick- 
off will be held back 15 minutes. 
Nat Lofthouse, the scorer of 
both goals in the 1958 final, will 
join Bobby Charlton in laying 
a wreath in the centre circle to- 
day and Bolton have appealed 
to their fans to honour the 
solemnity of the occasion, 
warning that anyone misbe- 
having will be banned from the 
Reebok Stadium. "We know 
only too well about losing 
friends and relatives in a foot- 
ball tragedy,” a dub spokesman 
said, referring to the Buraden 
Park disaster in 1946 in which 
33 people died. 

Alex Ferguson, the United 
manager, also expects his learo 
to behave accordingly. “It 
would be appropriate for the 
players to perform in the tra- 
ditions and standards laid down 


by the pre-Munich team,’' he 
said. “The style they set is the 
hallmark of the club." 

In the circumstances, the re- 
sult today should be an irrele- 
vance, although no one will 
consider it such. Bolton have 
not won since 1 December 
and are anxious for points to lift 
themselves above the relegation 
zone, while United’s runaway 
lead has become a more at- 
tainable four points after three 
defeats in four Premiership 
matches. “It's their last warn- 
ing," Ferguson said ominous- 
ly yesterday. 

United’s travails have given 
hope to several dubs, but an- 
ticipation is strongest at Liv- 
erpool, who play Southampton 
at Anfield today with a nine- 
match unbeaten run in the 
Premiership to their credit. 


“Teams can be pegged back 
even if they have a good lead," 
Paul Ince, their captain, said. 
“People have been coming up 
with the same old rubbish that 
it’s a one-horse race but it’s not 
We’re showing that." ■ 

So are Blackburn Rovers, 
who maintained the slenderest 
of leads over Liverpool with a 
0-0 draw at Anfield last Satur- 
day and who, on paper, should 
dispose of the hapless Ihiien- 
ham relatively easily today at 
Ewood Park. Spurs have con- 
ceded 26 gaols in 12 away 
matches and have won only 
once on their travels. 

Things were bad enough for 
Spurs’ manager, Christian Gross, 
before Wednesday’s FA Cup 
defeat at Barnsley cost him the 
services of Jurgen Klinsmann for 
at least three weeks, while David 


Gin oh seems increasingly dis- 
enchanted with life at the Lane- 
“That’s a not a question [about 
his future] I can answer now," 
Gross said in midweek. Anoth- 
er staffing and be may be even 
less forthcoming. 

Barnsley, meanwhile, ap- 
pear at last to be coining to 
terms with the Premiership. 
They have won their last four 
games at Oakwell and a posi- 
tion that seemed hopeless sud- 
denly has an escape ladder 
danglin g as a win over Everton 
today could elevate them out 
of the bottom three. 

Danny Wilson, the Bangley 
manager, said: “The Everton 
game is massive for os, much 
more important than the FA 
Cup win over Tbttenbam.” 
Evert on's Howard Kendall 
won the manager of the month 


award yesterday, but added 
wryly; “Hopefully I can win it 
again in April- 

With Arsenal and Chelsea 
not playing until tomorrow, 
Derby (shah) cou]d mak 
Drogress at their expense at 

J^^ainst Aston VDlawhfle 

Newcastle United (10th) would 
overtake Wfest Ham (eighth) 
with a handsome win at bt 

James’ Park today. 

Gary Speed, Newcastle s 
£5 .5m signing from Everton, 

will mak e his debut, but more 
intriguing is the confrontetxjn 
between an England Wfrld 
Cup certainty, Alan Shearer, 
and a possibility, R*° Ferdn 

oani “Alan is the top man, the 

West Ham defender said, ‘Tmt 
I look forward to playing the 
best That's the only way I can 
gauge myself. 


Leicester held themself 

up against Manchester United 

the 

to Filbert Street, are among 
those who climbed thc m01 ^' 

tain only to M down the oth- 

Cr Coventry are also on their 
way to scaling ■«»*** P“ 

reaching safety before the sit- 
uation becomes desperate^ 

They meet Sheffield Wednes- 
day at Hjghfield Road on the 
back of successive wins and 
might be Hth by tomorrow 
morning. What their support- 
ers will do without their spring- 
time dose of relegation fear is 
anyone’s guess. 



Barnsley v Everton 

Leading scorer 
Last season: No fixture 


Ferguson 7. 




Bangley manager Danny Wilson is likely to make only one change 
.to hs side following the FA Cup fourth round replay win against 
Tottenham in midweek: Strfcer Jan-Age Fjortoft, a recent £800,000 
from Sheffield United, is likely to replace John Hendrie after 
being cup- tied. Fjortoft or Hendrie will play in partnership with Ash- 
ley Ward Defender Darren Sheridan starts a two-match baa The 
Tykes are looking for a fifth successive win at Oakwell and three 
posits, which could possibly lift them out of the relegation zone. 
Craig Short and Tony Thomas are likely to be bade in the Everton 
squKl after injuries. John O’Kane’s two-match suspension — after pick- 
ing up a booking on his Everton debut at West Ham - does not 
start until next week. He will be able to play today, before missing 
the 1 Derby and Liverpool games. Carl Tiler, who started his career 
at Barnsley misses the game throqgjh suspension, and youngster Michael 
Ball will continue in the side. Everton’s recent run of improved form 
has seen only one defeat in ei^rt Premiership games. 


Blackburn v Tottenham 

CaUidwr K ‘ Lemfing scorer Gnota. B 

•Last season: 0-2 


Martin Dahlinr^tLrrs to the Blackburn squad today. The £1 ,8m sum- 
mer signing from Roma has struggled with a back and calf injury all 
season but proved his fitness during a midweek game against Liv- 
erpool reserves. Kevin GaJIacherwill not play, as he is still recover- 
ing from a pelvic injury which foroed him to be substituted at Liverpool 
last week The Irish teenager Damien Duff is most likely to step in 
and partner Chris Sutton iri the Blackbum attack 
Totteryiamarelj^ Sntqn poieejCJuijen KJhts- 

BstL-Chris Arriisfrong'^ncl t^vfd HcweDs.both ap- 
peared as substitute in "foe midweek FA Gup defeat at Bamri^r and 
might be ready for Fteiniership returns after long absences. Howev- 
er,. Gross-cbuld keep in StephOT.Gemence, sent off at Barnsley, and 
push David Gnda up fiont atongtide les FedfrarKl a successful for- 
mat in his first rnaldi in charge, the 2-0 win at Everton in November. 

Coventry v Sheff Wed (jK 

Dubfin B Leadng scorer Di Carlo D 

Last season: <M) 

Marcus Hall e ffloely to regafo his first-team place for Coventry ajpinst 
Sheffield V\fednesday the team he came so dose to joining last month. 
HaJfbeame the third Coventryplayerto win England selection when 
he was called into the B squad this week and will replace the sus- 
pended Nod Whelan m today’s game. Defenders Gary Breen and 
Richard Shaw have rib and groin injuries respectively but are ex- 
pwrfwri to piay Coventry will be hoping to maintain the form that 
saw them beat Bolton 5-1 last week. 

Sheffield Wednesdays top scorer Paolo Di Canto returns to the sxle 
after a one-match suspension and could partner Benito Carbone 
up friint Andy Booth is doubtful with a ffbin strain but Graham 
Hyde is avajfable after a two-match ban and is likely to replace Nidas 
Alexandersson. out for the season with damaged knee Gpments. 
Krys Kotyio, a 20-year-old former Sheffield Boys player, is in the squad 
for the first lime and could be on the bench. Wednesday are un- 
beaten in their last five Premiership games. 





Derby v Aston Villa 

Leading scorer York® 8 

Wmchope G Last Mason: 2-1 


I 


Derby inanager Jim Smith fe without Paulo Uhto 

andDwn Burton (Jamaica), both on Internationa^ duty «ntoeUnrt 
. _ ■ ■ . . c. ripfeivifir Christian Dailly intc 



...And statistics 

Wenger profits from the derby factor 

WWte there are six London clubs in trie top flight ttifs season, a quirk fat tbe fixture fist 
means there are no Premiers hip matches In the capital today. West Ham and Tottenham 
travel to Newcastle and Blackburn respectively this afternoon, while 
Arsenal entertain Chelsea tomomw and landlords meet tenants on 
Monday when Crystal 
Palace pity Wimbledon. 

One line of thinking 
says that London dubs 
suffer from playing too marry 
derby games because they are often tense and bruising 
encounters which finish in draws. To some extent this Is confirmed by 
the record books, which show that since the formation of the 
Premiership 31 per cent of London derbies have ended In draws, 
compared with 28 per cent of other matches. 

Arsene Wenger, the Arsenal manager, has been among 
those vguing this case, although the statistics show that he 
has an excellent record against other London clubs. Under 
his charge Arsenal have lost just one out of 10 London 
derbies, Vlrwle Jones scoring the only goal for Wimbledon at 
Highbury a year ago. 

The figures also show that since Wenger's arrival in Ihe 
capital only seven out of 33 London Premiership derbies {21 
per cent) have aided in draws, compared with 29 per cent in 
other Premiership matches. Arsenal, however, have been 
Involved hi live of those seven draws. 

London derbies against Chelsea have been a partfcularty 
happy hunting ground over the years for Arsenal who last tost 
at home to tomorrow's opponents eight years ago, John 
Bumstead scoring the only goal of the game. The two dubs have 
met on 11 occasions in Ihe Premiershfo, Arsenal winning six times 
and Chelsea three times, with two draws. 

Chelsea, however, have a good overall record in London derbies. Indie 
first five Premiership seasons they tor* an average of 1.6 points from each 
,londor*®iby; compared with 1.3 ftbnftthef Premiership games. ThB'-ssasom^ 
difference is even greater, with averages of 22 and 1.7 respectively. 

Hie London Premiership 1997-98 

(Based on derby matches in the capital) 
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The London Premiership 1996-97 

(Based on derby matches In the capital; final Premiership position in brackets] 
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Chelsea's Franck Letoeul (left) clashes wlfli ArcibTs Derate Betgkamp In the 
Somers’ 3-2 victory at Starahni Bridge la September 
Statistics: Brian Sears 


I ftpfinn Stale mates: how the ratio of draws compares with the rest of the Premjership 


Season 


London derbies 

□raws 

rip':; 

12 
: .13 

1995-96 * 9 - 

1997-98 18 5 

-? -• '53 ; 


Other Premiership matches 
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-LW \ -'-A V 

^993-94 _ . v 
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Percentage 

40 
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Matches 
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• 2 iris "7 


Draws 
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Liverpool v Southampton 

Fowler B Leading scorer Dwtes !2 

Last season: 2- 1 


c tpve Mtfrlanaman will maintain his Liverpool ever-present record** 
hamstring injury to face Soufoamptm R°y 
Evans expects McManaman to be declared fit for today and fc» 
land's match with Chile on Wednesday. Liverpool hawerrenor 
5SKS Robbie Fowler (bade) and Phil Babb 
, ReHknapp has already started li£it tranmg after his carutege 
^f^wTSck in three week, jason ***** 
out with Ns broken leg and Rob Jones 
Southampton will give an immediate debut tojohn 
completed his move from Newcastle yesterday and 
ir ^tiiride. Beresfond wiH pby left-badc in pfaoe ? f 1 
Davies is struggling to recover from an ankle injuiy which forced 
K litehS vLkends 3-0 defeat at ArsenaL Former Engbnd 
midfield player Carlton Palmer and defender Francis ^naj arebofii 
serve three-match bars while Australen ntemabonal 

Robbie Slater is ruled out by a hamstring injury. 



Man Utd v Bolton 


Cola 20 


Leading! 

Lest season: No fixture 


Blake 10 




Henning Berg is likely to return to Manchester United's defence as 
fellow Norwegian Ronny Johnsen is out with a calf strain. Scottish 
midfielder Brian McClair is also poised for a rare start as England 
international Nicky Butt is suspended. The champions have lost throe 
of their last four matches and have seen their lead at the top of toe 
Premiership cut to four points. The match will be overshadowed 
by toe commemorations to mark the 40th anniversary of toe Mu- 
nich air crash. Kick-off has been put back 15 minutes to allow for 
one minute's silence at 3.04pm, which was toe time of toe disaster, 
while wreaths Will be laid in the centre circle. 

Striker Dean Holdsworto is likely to return for Bolton for the first 
time since injuring his calf two months ago. Icelandic forward Amar 
Gunnlaqgsson is away on international duty, as b South Afrion 
defender Mark Fish. Midfielder Alan Thompson and captain Gudni 
Bergson are both available after two-match suspensions, although 
the latter is nursing an ankle injury and rated doubtful 


Newcastle v West Ham 

Barnes 7 Leading scorer Hanson 19 

Last season: l-l 


Gary Speed, Newcastle's new £55m recruit is one of three recent 

sigTings in the squad. Speed b Ifcely to start along with Andreas An- 

dersson while former Stoke full-back Andy Griffin will also play some 
part in toe match Steve Wfctson is out with a broken foot while 
Temuri Ketsbaia b on international duty with Georgia. With the per- 
ils of fedng Stevenage in the FA Cup now firmly behind them, arid 
with Alan Shearer's return confirmed by three goals, Newcastle will 
be 'hoping for an upturn in their fortunes. 

West Ham's Paul Kftson b hoping to return from a gran injury to 
fece his old dub but may have to settle for a place on toe bench, with 
Trevor Sinclair once more partnering John Hartson up front Andy 
Impey (groin) also returns, and goalkeeper Bernard Lama b fit again. 
Samassi Abou is still suspended Frank Lampard named in toe Eng- 
land B squad the week pufled out of today's squad with a virus. West 
Ham have won Just seven points from a possible 39 so far the sea- 
son on their travels, but six of those came from recent games. 

Tomorrow 

B Arsenal v Chelsea 

Ba^cvnp 15 Leading scorer 


VaJB 6 


Last season: 3-3 


Hasseftnink Q 



tral defender Steve Staunton, who rrussedl^ Sundays 
at home to Newcastle with a knee is free to pby 

striker Savo^ ^Milosevic. 

Leicester v Leeds 

W*8. . L*k S ngseorer «« 

. Ltstsearaon: 1-0 

lao^caplai ^ve 

Pnors^nfebyto r^tace is expected to 

a £75QjOOa midweek sprung from ^ united fast 

beontheberidt iM J ^^SS^challengers 
weekaEoW Trafford rat onty oer ^ 0 f Leicester Pre- 

sorne-hope. but also brought had drawn three 

mk«hpfarTntoanerkI* 

and iostlhree of toeir previous ** ^ ^ and Luck 

hfe Robert Moleraar . C ^ 1 ^ JlfthSouth AfnaWth 
Radebe is.on African fm ^ central defense 

R*Mw ***/. Cover Alfie Hafend should 

■»« Wfethera"- m from play- 

il the foot first start in a 

•l and mtErit ma*® tsub- 
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Arsenal will gve a fitness test to England striker Ian Wright tomor- 
row before deciding whether he is fit enough to make it at least on 
to toe bench. The striker returned to training with Arsenal yester- 
day following a spell at. a dinic in toe South of France to dear up a 
hamstring injury Lee Dixon returns to toe starting line-up but Mar- 
tin Keown and David Seaman are injured, and midfielder Ratrick Vieira, 
b suspended. 

Italian midfielder Roberto Di Matteo returns after suspension as 
Chelsea attempt to keep their title challenge alive in tomorrow's 
game. Frank Sinclair b away on international duty with Jamaica in 
the United States while Andy Myers is still struggling with injury. 
Gianfranco Zola is suffering the worst scoring drought of his Stam- 
ford Bridge career, having gone nine goalless games since hb hat- 
trick against Derby at the end of November, but hopes Ruud Gullit 
will name him in toe st ar ting line-up. despite the fact he was only 
on toe bench for last week's win over Barnsley. 


FAIR PUY LEAGUE 

nabrao Qamra R Y Pa Aw 

1 GPDB — :.15 7 60 95 &3S 

2 G Wfflard _t3 4 58 78 &00 

3 M Reed -..12 2 59 69 SL75 

4 G Barber ..13 3 4564 432 

5 P DuMn — 14 3 50 654JS4 

6 J Winter ....13 2 48 58446 

7 DBhny '.14 2 50 60429 

8 P Jones ~.12 2 41 51 425 

9 UFtemte ..13 1 48 54 415 

10 Mffley — 13 2 42 52 400 

11 SDum — 10 1 3439390 

12 AWWe M ..14 2 44 54 386 

13 P Alcock -.12 0 45 453.75 

14 G Ashby 13 2 3848 359 

15 K Bulge ™.H 1 32 37336 

16 N Barry „_i2 1 3338 317 

17 DGafetfwS 2 3040308 

18 MBodBnham12 0 3737308 

19 S Lodge 13 2 27 37205 


UNFAIR PLAY LEAGUE 

P n Y Pa Am 

1 Coventry .24 5 51 76 317 

2 Everton ...24 3 50 65 271 

3 Bolton 24 4 44 64 257 

4 Leeds 24 3 29 64 267 

5 Chelsea ...24 3 47 62 258 

6 Arsenal ....24 2 50 60 250 

7 Sheff Wad 34 3 42 57 208 

8 Derby 25 1 54 59 206 

9 C Palace .25 2 48 58 232 

10 Blackbum.04 3 38 53 221 

11 Newcastle 24 2 40 50 208 

12 west Ham 25 2 41 51 204 

13 Soton -24 1 41 46 102 

14 Man Uld...-24 0 40 40 167 

15 Liverpool .24 1 33 38 158 

16 Bamdey—24 0 38 38 158 

17 Wimbledon S 1 34 39 156 
16 Tottenham 24 1 30 35 146. 

19 Leicester ..24 1 29 34 142 

20 A Vila .24 1 27 32 133 
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CRICKET: SECOND TEST 


Fraser strikes as England 
build on Hussain’s heroics 



Derek Pringfe 

reports from Port of Spain, 

Trinidad 

England Zt4; 

West Indies 63-3 


It is not often that you get to hail 
a brave rearguard performance 
by an Engl and team against the 
West Indies, but yesterday’s 
efforts by Nasser Hussain, un- 
beaten on 63, and Angus Fras- 
er, equal third-highesi scorer on 
17. were every bit as gripping as 
the ones portrayed by Stanley 
Baker and Michael Caine at 
Rorke’s Drift. 

Coining together the previ- 
ous evening, the pair added 42 
precious runs on a spiteful pitch 
before Kenny Benjamin ended 
the innings on 214 with two 
wickets in successive bails. 

In all, the pair batted to- 
gether for 98 minutes to ensure 
a total in excess of 200, a bench- 
mark that may yet prove to be 
highly competitive. It was the 
longest period of play in the 
match in which a wicket did not 
fall, exceeding by some 40 min- 
utes the entire duration of last 
week's first Test at Sabina Park. 

But if the pilch here was an 
improvement on that one, it was 
far from being the belter the 
authorities here were promising 
before the start, and so far the 
ball has bounced indifferently 
and seamed from both ends. 

Such conditions are never 
easy for batsmen and it left Hus- 
sain with the tricky dilemma of 
trying to advance the score 
without over exposing Fraser. 

Whatever the initial plan 
hatched before play began, it 
was probably amended once the 
first ball of the day had can- 
noned off Fraser’s helmet to 
Stuart Williams at third slip. Fol- 
lowing such a rude wake-up caB, 
the pair decided to take what- 
ever runs were forthcoming. 


With a defensive field making 
runs difficult for Hussain, any 
advance was going to be slow 
and painful and the tall Mid- 
dlesex bowler had to take his lair 
share of bruises in the process. 

But if Fraser, a limited but 
competent batsman, excelled 
through a combination of brave 
defence and squirted singles, 
Hussain was outstanding, par- 
ticularly in bis dogged refusal to 
be cowed by the relentless bar- 
rage of fast bowling. 

Apart from the steely mind 
and an unbending will needed 
on sporting pitches, Hussain has 
the facility of making late, wristy 
adjustments to his shot. When 
the ball is doing the unpre- 
dictable, it is an invaluable gift, 
especially when the ball needs 
to be manoeuvred around 
rather than struck as the text- 
book dictates. 

Patience, too, is a key, 
though it is doubtful whether 
England's vice-captain, who 
spent more than six hours at the 
crease, would have been quite 
so composed had Fraser not 
looked so able at the other end. 
Mixing sturdy defence with 
cleverly placed singles, Hussain 
had to wait until the first ball of 


the 1 8th over, bowled by Carl 
Hooper, before collecting his 
first boundary of the morning. 

What he casual viewer may 
not appreciate is that while the 
pitch was not lethal or particu- 
larly quick, no two balls behaved 
in the same way. It was an in- 
consistency borne out by some 
remarkable bowling analyses 
and considering that he bowled 
well within himself, Curtly Am- 
brose was flattered by his figures 
of 26-16-2 3-3. Not so his An- 
tiguan team-mate Benjamin, 
who by removing Fraser and 
Phil Tufriell is on a hat-trick in 
England’s second innings: 

Having opened yesterday’s 
proceedings from the Pavilion 
End, It was not until Brian 
Lara switched Benjamin to the 
other end that he managed the 
breakthrough. But as so often 
happens a gains t the West Indies 
when one wicket goes after a 
stand, others quickly follow, 
though the ball that first greet- 
ed TUfoell would have tested far 
more illustrious batsmen. 

When England bowled, both 
Andrew Caddick and Dean 
Headley initially fell into the 
trap that tends to afflict English 
bowlers in the Caribbean. In- 


PORT OF SPAIN SCOREBOARD 


England won toss ■ 

ENGLAND - R rat innings 
(Ovemght T75 for 8} 

N Hussain not out. - £1 

(315 min. 202 bells. 4 tours) 

A R C Fraser c 0 VWfiams 

UBenjamh... 17 

estoaOs. 1 four) 

P C R TufneB c Lara b Benjamiri ....0 
(1 min, 1 ball) 

Extras (Mi, told; nbt3) 2. 9 

Total (487 mhi, 109 overs) — Z14 
Rail (coni): 9-214 (Fraser). 

Bowling: Walsh 27-7-55-1 (nb2) 
(6-2-13-0 06-12-Q 7-0-23-1 5-0-7-ffl; 
Ambrose 26-16-23-3 (nb2) (S-3-4-0, 
3-1-3-t, 7-5-8- 1, 11-7-8-1); McLean 
19-7-28-1 (nbS) 03-2-13-0, 2-0-5-0 
3-1 -4-0. 6-4-34. 2-0-3-0); Beniamin 
24-5-68-3 (nb3) (3-0-13-G, 11-3-30-t 
94-25-0; 1-1 -0-2; Hooper 9-3-14-1 
(1-1-0-a 4-1 -5-1, 2-1-1 -A 2-0-8-CO; 


Adams 3-0-90 (nbl) (1 -0-4-0. 
2-040); Chanderpau) 10-20. 


1014 overs timings dosed: U33. 
Hussain 50: 262 nix 173 bills, 3 fius 
WEST INDIES - First innings 
S L Campbei c Russel 

b Headey 1 

S C WTSams c Atherton 

b Fraser 19 

•B o Lara not out - — -23 

C L Hooper b Baser — ......1 

S Chandorpai not out - 3 

Extras - -16 

"total (for 3, 28 overs) .... — —-83 
FOII: 1-16 (Campbell); 2-42 (S C 


L Ambrose, NAM McLean KC G 

Benjamin C A Walsh. 

Umpires: S A Bucknor (WI) aid S 
Vbnkataraghavan find) 
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ACROSS 

I He won't be the first to 1 
be dismissed (6, 6) 

9 Prickly rawness returns 

(7) . 2 

10 instrument m court case 

originally seen in Mer- 3 

chant ofyfeoice (7) 

II Back in power, govern- 4 

meat increased in 
strength (4) 5 

12 Flag, and person holding 

it? (5) 6 

13 A help when taking deep 

breaths? (4) 7 

16 Very keen tennis played 8 

by oriental (7) 

17 Lean youngster consumes 14 


DOWN 

North American broad- 
cast about Cuba’s just be- 


Attitude that is found in 
Merchant Navy (4) 

Trap poor Ann’s landed 
in before (7) 

Ruler seems relaxed abou 


Selfish person is to get 


punished (7) 
Breed of bye 


reed of hyena? (8-5) 
Where they’re apt to be 
rolling in the aisles? ( 7 * 6 ) 
Vacuous academician ap- 
pears in middle of dinner 

Notices in libraries slight- 
ly overlapping? (5) 
Partner’s problem, having 
quietly eliminated small 
furry creature? (7) 

Poet, half German, turns 
out to be one with 
wealthy patron 17) 
Conscientious objector at 
university permitted to 
produce a little poetry (7) 
In Prussia unfortunately 
one missed start of solar 
eclipse (7) 

Presenters of nativity 


18 Adult class infiltrated by 
extremists from Wigan 


Friday’s solution 


uuumuuuciwauiiti i 
Q Q 13 lH ID U lil 

iMiarauuuHD 
tiHUiataaa ueidocieid 
U 111 U ID S B a 

UUULUU IDHHUkJHlDLItii 

U ID Q D 

LHJULDH1IUJLDL1 LiULlUtd 
ID ID II II Q U U 
HQUUUSB UUULJEJLjU 

□ U0UQHUU 

□ IDIUEEJIDID UQEIQtSDEJ 

d U U ID ID II ID 

ULDtiJLitimiUULiUULl 


Last Saturday’s solution 


UIHHUIDEJID BHUiltitiJEJID 
uumiauumu 
EdauGHDauHtii imujhh 
id u u u a a a 

BU1U0JU UltlEIHGGSHH 

a h u is in □ a 

tDtaaUBDQUUaEUJHtii 
U ID ID a ID ID 
IDElSl2t3C3LUtIUtJCuiIIIL!H 
a CJ ID ID Ll u u 
uuuuuuuidu uqqqq 

B El ID ID IS Ll U 
UBtdEID UUUUJUUUUD 
UlHQQllDEDmU 
LDUUUUEILD UIDUJIDUULJ 


21 Game in which we see 
one article after another 
concealed by players (7) 

23 Deit/s dfrnmisbed au- 
thority (4) 

24 Mischievous giri initially 
prey to debauchee (5) 

25 Examination concerned 
with poetiy, not history 

28 kirce detaining rotter in 
course of criminal investi- 


off music? l7) 




stead of letting the pitch do the 
work, as Ambrose had done, 
they got drawn into adopting the 
roughhouse treatment meted 
out by the likes of Benjamin and 
Nixon McLean. 

When Australia won the se- 
ries here three years ago, their 
pacemen bowled a disciplined 
line and length, reserving the 
short stuff exclusively for the 
West Indies bowlers, who did 
not like it one joL 

After a fallow 10 overs, 
albeit a period where Sherwin 
Campbell was almost decapi- 
tated by a good length ball from 
Caddick, the penny at last ap- 
peared to drop. Being mainly 
backfoot players, the home side’s 
batsmen hate to be brought for- 
ward, which is what Campbell 
should have been when he edged 
Headley to Jack Russell, who 
took a tumbling catch. 

The dismissal heralded the 
moment the home crowd had 
been waiting for, and Lara, 
made his entrance to a conch 
shell fanfare. Beginning cau- 
tiously, the languidity of old did 
not take long to resurface and 
the West Indies captain soon 
reached double figures with 
some neat clips off his legs. 

However, Lara was soon 
embroiled in a sharp exchange 
with Michael Atherton, his Eng- 
land counterpart, after a catch 
claimed by Russell off Williams 
bad been adjudged by the third 
umpire not to have carried. 

Williams bad added a further 

six runs when Atherton was 
again in the action, this time 
catching the batsman's leading 
edge os he tried to whip Fras- 
er to leg. Five balls later the 
West Indies began to totter 
when Fraser added to his tally 
by bowling Cari Hooper behind 
his legs for one, the right-han- 
der’s feet having gone too far- 
across his crease. 

Tony Cozier, page 19 



Nasser Hussain takes evasive action from a ball from Curtly Ambrose yesterday 


Photograph: David Ashdown 


England’s overnight pair hold ground to breach vital barrier 


It would be impossible to give 
too much credit to Angus Fraser 
for the way in which he kept the 
West Indian fast bowlers at bay 
for die first 80 minutes play on 
the second morning. 

He was a most dependable 
partner for Nasser Hussain and 
enabled England to take their 
score past 200, which was psy- 
chologically so important. 

Although it may sound ridicu- 
lous to the uninitiated there is all 
the difference in the world be- 
tween being bowled out for, say. 


HENRY BLOFELD 

193 than it is to finish with 214, 
far more than just 21 runs. A 
score of more than 200 has a in- 
finitely more solid ring to it 
Fraser is an admirable 
cricketer and his gutsy perfor- 
mance was no more than one 
would have expected. In the first 
over of the day, he tried to dude 
to a Kenny Benjamin bouncer 
which struck him on the helmet 
and two overs later he ducked 


again and ball flew off bis body 
for four leg byes. 

But Fraser just gritted his 
teeth and got on with it Many 
times in defence, Fraser played 
the ball with both feet off the 
ground and there was some- 
thing splendidly defiant and 
heroic about his batting. It had 
‘ ‘Engl and expects...” written 
all over it 

Hussain was no less impres- 
sive. Even if he was a bit more 
like a jack-in-a-box in his move- 
ment. One moment, he was up 


on his toes dancing away to leg 
as the ball lifted; the next, as he 
played one which kept low, he 
ended up squatting anxiously on 
his haunches and holdfogthe 
pose for a second or trio. 

Tlien, he would try and 
glance a ball to fine away 
to the off side and miss it alto- 
gether. He would scratch the 
ground in irritation and walk 
quickly round the stumps, trying 
to dissipate all that nervous en- 
ergy. But be stuck it out, never 
Dying to hit his way out of it 


RUGBY UNION: FIVE NATIONS’ CHAMPIONSHIP 


Blighty’s mighty blowers save France’s big day 


Never in doubt, as they say in 
all the best rugby circles. The 
truth, of course, is that today’s 
Five Nations collision between 
France and England in front of 
a record 80,000 crowd was very 
much in doubt, thanks to the pe- 
culiar and cringingly embar- 
rassing problems surrounding 
the frost-bound playing sur- 
face at the new Slade de France 
in the north of Paris. 

Only the best efforts of a rus- 
tic band of sporting horticul- 
turalists from dear old Blighty 
managed to save the showpiece 
fixture. David Powell, best 
known as a bruising England 


prop of the late 1960s, and Nigel 
Felton, a former opening bats- 
man with Somerset and 
Northamptonshire, thawed the 
previously uncovered pitch by 
wrapping it in a protective blan- 
ket and slow-roasting it with 
dozens of heaters, burners and 
hot-air blowers for three anxious 
days. “We've used up 500 gal- 
lons of diesei, but it’s worked,” 
Powell said. 


Whether the ingenuity of Les 
Rnsbifo will work to England’s 
advantage remains to be seen, 
but Clive Woodward, the Eng- 
land coach, and his party gave 
the surface their seal of approval 
on arrival at the stadium yes- 
terday. “It’s perfect,” he said. “I 
have no problem whatsoever 
with either the pitch or the fa- 
cilities.” 

There may be problems 


ELEVEN PAGES OF SPORT 
BEGIN ON PAGE 14 


ahead for the French, thoujgb. 
The emergency beat treatment 
carried out on the playingarea 
has left the grass in poor shape 
-a curious brown colour, sparse 
in places and almost seared in 
others. ' 

Stadium officials must how 
decide whether to relay the 
pitch ahead of this summer’s 
football World Cup. The further 
damage caused this afternoon 
by approximately 270 stones of 
French and English forward 
beef should help them make up 
their minds 

- Chris Hewett, Ports 
Danger signals, page 18 
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Examine your options: insurance products targeted at women often do not give as good value as others marketed to men as well, which can cover a far wider range of illnesses 


Photograph: John Lawrence 


strikes, the financial blow follows 


INSIDE 


- Many tens of thousands of 
women are diagnosed each 
year as having cancer, 21,000 
^in England and Wales 
involving breast tumours. 
The good news is that 
Increasing numbers of 
women survive the disease. 
But, as km Morse writes, the 
financial problems caused by 
cancer can finger on for fust 
as tong as the illness itself. 


Its the moment every woman dreads, 
when tiaar casual breast examination 
in lhe bathroom reveals a small lump, 
orwben a hospital consultant calk you 

at home and asks to see you imme- 
■*> diatefy after a routine cervical scan. 
For Joan Henson, a medical re- 
ceptiomst,the diagnosis came at a par- 

i Milady poignant moment: “1 was told 
I bad breast cancer on Christmas Eve 
one year ago. It’s a horrible experience. 
1 sat in church on Christmas Day, sur- 
rounded by happy people and just felt 
* sofcoteie&Can^Bv^ 

.■ h feels like a death sentence.” 

A million miles away from Joan 
Henson’s personal angoish, insurance 
umferwriteis and actuaries also weigh 


up the odds of tife and death after di- 
agnosis. Their statistics show breast 
cancer in particular accounts for 10.6 
per cent of all female cancers and 9.5 
per cent of cancer deaths overall, 
while cervical cancer accounts for 2.6 
per cent of tumours. What is more, 
the reported incidence of cancer in 
women under 35 is also increasing. 

This is not all grim news: a spokes- 
woman for the Imperial Cancer Re- 
search Fund points out that a large 
reason for the increase in cancers be- 
ing diagnosed is actually because of 
the success of screening programmes 
throughout the UK: ‘The incidence 
of cancer may be rising, but deaths 
from cancer are decreasing” she says. 

The statistics suggest she is right- 
til per cent of women with breast 
cancer survive five years or more, of 
which 84 per cent of those diagnosed 
early survive for longer compared with 
18 per cent of those where it is only 
picked up at an advanced stage. 
Some 58 per cent of women with cer- 
vical cancer and 70 per cent of those 
with ovarian cancer live more than five 
years after diagnosis. With ovarian 
cancer, the survival rale is 28 per cent 
However, where it is detected early, 

90 per cent are aJive after five years. 

But for many women, survival is 
not enough. Paul Copper, a principal 


underwriter at insurers Swiss Re, says: 
“Many more people survive serious 
illness than previously, while some can 
be cured completely. But the conse- 
quences of these illnesses are lifedyle- 
threatening. They can include loss of 
earnings [or even] early retirement” 

Joan Henson, 52, is “lucky” in that 
regard: Tm not well ofL but some- 
thing had made me keep my private 
medical insurance. This paid for 
immediate treatment at the Royal 
Marsden; I went in the day after that 
New Year. One of the worst aspects 
of cancer is having to wait for treat- 
ment You feel the disease could 
spread at any time. But I didn’t have 
to wait Norwich Union covers my 
medical bill and the total must be well 
over £20,000.” 

Fear of financial loss after cancer 
strikes has meant that in addition to 
traditional life insurance, where cash 
is paid to dependents on death, 
there has also been a huge increase 


sums on diagnosis of a range of 
tumours, plus a range of other critical 
illnesses including strokes, heart 
a trades and similar. 

The costs of such polities depends 
on a variety of factors, Mr Cooper 
says: “Normal factors like age, and 
occupation, but primarily with regard 


to family history and smoker status. 

“Family history is a strong indica- 
tor, if your mother suffered breast 
cancer in her 30s and 40s, the cost of 
the polity will probably go up to re- 
flea this. Sadly, some women with this 
family history seem to avoid screen- 
ing for early detection, despite need- 
ing it more than lower-risk groups.” 

In recent years, a handful of in- 
surers have entered the “women's 
market”, including one company, 
AIG, which offers a WeD Woman 
polity covering against seven female- 
only cancers. For premiums of £5.85 
a month a 30-year-old woman would 
receive £6,000 on diagnosis, £3,000 
for surgery, £500 a month for two 
years, plus £100 a day for the first’lQO 
days in hospital. 

However, Fiona Price, a London 
independent financial adviser special- 
ising in advising women, warns: 
“Insurers wrap products up with a pink 
bow and try to sell them on fear. The 
message is that these products often 
do not give good value as other ones 
marketed to both men and women, 
which cover a far wider range of ill- 
nesses at little or no extra cost.” 

Melanie Reid, aged 30, bears out 
Ms Price's comments. While her in- 
surance policy made a huge differ- 
ence, her cancer could just as easily 


have been contracted by a man. She 
says: “My husband started a policy a 
few years ago to cover him at wort. 
Lois our daughter, fell fll with E-coli, 
a severe stomach infection, which 
damaged her kidneys and meant 
she needed dialysis. The policy cov- 
ered her and paid out £15,000. 

“Then, in February last year, we 
found out that I had thyroid cancer. 
We were under a terrible weight and 
worried about wbat would happen if 
I couldn't take care of Lois. Both of 
us had been off work and were 
struggling to keep up the mortgage. 
But then, on top of the first. payment, 
we received £55,000 against my 
condition. 

“This money has been a real 
source of comfort We've used some 
to help modify the bouse for Lois and 
can afford treats we couldn't afford 
before.” 

Cover against multiple illnesses is 
often better value, as two contracts 
by market leaders Skandia and Allied 
Dunbar demonstrate. Skandia’s Life- 
time Plan, offers cover of £100,000 
at a monthly premium of only £18.22 
to a non-smoking woman aged 30 
over a 30-year term. 

Allied Dunbar's Protection Plan 
offers the same level of cover 
£100,000 but at a higher cost of 


£44.95 per month. However, this is a 
whole of life policy (that is, mdefinite) 
rather than for a specific term, in- 
cludes waiver of contribution, and al- 
lows both premium and benefit to rise 
in line with inflation. It also includes 
life insurance to the same value. 

Most insurers charge women at 
least marginally less than men of the 
same age, foT the same level of 
cover. But there are signs that some 
big players in the market are moving 
toward equalisation of premiums. 
According to Mr Cooper, this reflects 
the fact that as “women move into 
the workplace, they are taking not just 
the same jobs as men, but the same 
stress-related rates of illness”. ' 

Whether financially affected or 
not, for those who are diagnosed as 
suffering cancer, life will never be the 
same, as Joan Henson affirmy “This 
experience has changed me. I spend 
far more time with my family, 
particularly my grandchildren. 1 am 
more positive and ray appreciation 
of life has certainly intensified. 
Unimportant things foil aside.” 
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Cash and 


Donations to the Imperial Cancer 
Research Ruud: POBox 123, Lincoln's 
Inn Fields, London WC2A 3PX. Or 
call 0171-269 3662 for credit card 
donations. 
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Labour’s betrayal 
over pensions 
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PERSONAL FINANCE I OUFLNM.I ST OF THE YEAR. 


I am becoming increasingly 
cynical about New Labour. It 
is not my province to com- 
ment on the Government's 
mean and stingy attitude to 
lone parents and tbe dis- 
abled (although I just have). 

No, it's their approach to 
savers in general and those 
planning their retirement in 
particular which makes me 
wonder whether the word 
"promise’' bolds a different 
meaning for tbe People's Party 
than it does for the rest of us. 

Barely a year or two ago. 
Labour was determined to 
convince us of its commit- 
ment to evetyone's right to a 
decent retirement income. 

i remember a long tele- 
phone conversation with 
John Denham MP, then 
Opposition spokesman on 
pensions. Mr Denham 
poured scorn on Conserva- 
tive plans to privatise the state 
pension system. By contrast, 
he was positively rhapsodic 
< about his party's support 
for occupational pension 
schemes as an integral part of 
its “stakeholder" reforms. 

YeU as a story on page 7 
shows, barely a few months in 
office have led to a remark- 
able about-turn from Mr 
. Denham. At least 500,000 
1 hapless employees will face a 
cut in the Government’s con- 
tribution towards their pen- 
siou schemes. 

In recent years, a growing 
proportion of occupational 
.pensionsjbave switched from 
to “mofre^jnjr- 
chase" schemes. Employers 
Tfflve mtSd h cheapest to 
guarantee their workers' pen- 


sions and prefer to make 
what are usually smaller con- 
tributions into money-pur- 
chase schemes. * 

Alongside this chang e, the 
Government is trying to 
persuade us to opt out of its 
state eamings-relaied pension 
scheme (Serps), which it 
claims not to be able to afford. 
Anyone in an employer’s 
money-purchase pension . 
scheme which opted out of 
Serps received a certain annual 
contribution to their pension, 
based on their income. 

Except, as our story re- 
veals, Mr Denham is slashing 
the amount paid out by al- 
most one-third. Over a per- 
son's lifetime the amount to 
be cut is worth thousands of 
pounds, Yei Mr Denham’s 
justification for tbe cm is even 
contradicted by figures from 
his own Government Actu- 
ary's Department. 

The message from 
Labour seems to be that if 
you want to rob savers, don't 
go for smash and grab tactics, 
try a little sleight of hand in- 
stead. As for Mr Denham, 
maybe be is right to change 
his tune. Perhaps I could 
suggest a new one for him: 
Rhapsody in Blue. 


We have been inundated by 
requests for The Indepen- 
dent's free Guide to Ethical 
Finances, written by me, 
which explains how to invest 
your money according to your 
conscience. You can obtain. v 
ydbr copy of the gkfidefspon^ - 
sored by Friends Provident, by . 


in tbe coupon on page 8. 
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MONEY MAKEOVER 


A better bet than bricks and mortar 


Name: Jeffrey Davies 
Age: 68 

Occupation: Retired 
The Problem: Mr Davies' 
income from both bis state 
and private pensions is about 
£12400, on which he is able to 
set money aside. He does not 
awn a home but lives with his 
partner in her house, in Kent 

Mr Davies, who has a fairly 
cautious attitude to investment 
risk, has two small endowment 
policies, one of which will pay 
out next year, the other in 
2008. He also has more than 
£100,000 in a postal account. 

He would consider himself 
speculative with a small pro- 
portion of his capital and has 
recently purchased 635 Halifax 
shares. However, he feels the 
stock market is “so high that it 
is likely to fall before long". 

Mr Davies's main aim is to 
enhance his income and he is 
considering tbe purchase of 
two, perhaps three, fiats for let- 
ting purposes. He would like to 
pass on as much as possible of 
his assets to his beneficiaries, 
without jeopardising his own sit- 
uation and lifestyle. 

The Adviser: Andy Harris, 
independent financial adviser at 
Maddison Monetary Manage- 
ment, 44 High Street, Bagshot, 
Surrey, 0800 0742233. 

The Advice: Property can be 
a good source of additional in- 
come and capital appreciation. 
However, as Mr Davies quite 
rightly points out, it can also be 
a headache. The potential 
issues include the tack of, or 
problems, with tenants; liability 
to income tax on profits; main- 
tenance costs; initial and on- 
going expenses as well as 
liability to capital gains tax on 
any future sale proceeds. Given 
Mr Davies’ circumstances, I 
would not recommend that he 
invest in property. 

His partner owns the prop- 
erty in which they live and he 
is not a named beneficiary of 
her will or tbe property, so Mr 
Davies wffl need toaltow for tbe 

v in fhe fomreand & Cdmferiibte 

allowing £50,000 to this end. 
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Variable Rate 


Our Variable Rate TESSA pays a variable rate of interest which means that our 
rates are always attractive. You can start saving with as little as £1,000, if this 
is your first TESSA, and up to £9,000 if you wish 

to transfer a recently matured TESSA <ie - that has I Gross Net j 


to transfer a recently matured TESSA <ie - that has Gross Net 

matured in the last six months). Unfortunately, we are tbssa 

£1.000-£2,999 7-4% n/a 

unable to accept transfers from other TESSA providers TESSA 

..... , £3,000 7.9% n/a 

which have not yet matured. And what s more, there s Fee<ter 

also a special Feeder Account if you want to earn a 7.9% 6 . 32 % 


high rate on your savings each year - prior to investing them in your TESSA. 
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Income options: Jeffrey Davies could consider investment bonds 


Mike Gell/KN&P 


Although he feels that his 
□et income exceeds his expen- 
diture by approximately £2,000 
per annum, this money is not 
saved at present. Therefore, ft 
would be prudent to assume 
that his actual expenditure is 
doser to £11,000. 

He would like an additional 
gross annual income of about 
£6,000. Careful consideration 
has to be given to this in order 
not to cause a reduction in his 
age allowance, currently £5,220 
per annum, allowable from 65. 
This can fall by £1 for every £2 
of income in excess of £15.600, 
down tt> a minimum of £4,045 
(Recurrent personal allowance). 

Fust and foremost, Mr 


Davies should consider setting 
aside £5,000 as a cash reserve 
which is instantly accessible and 
available for any emergencies. 

Safeway Bank is offering 
7J per cent gross interest on 
balances in excess of £1,000. It 
also has a link with Abbey Na- 
tional, with whom Mr Davies 
currently bolds his savings. 

Long-term care is a growing 
concern for the older genera- 
tions, given that the Govern- 
ment will only support those 
with savings and investments of 
less than £16,000. Serious con- 
sideration should therefore be 
given to methods of fuming this. 

■ Mr Davies could Consider 
using a plan which incorporates 


long-term care benefits, such as 
Royal Skandia's Care Account, 
however, these plans tend to be 
more expensive than other sim- 
ilar forms of investment due to 
the fact that the long-term 
cover benefits are costed in. 

As the capital may need to 
be used for something other 
than long-term care, such as the 
purchase of a property, Mr 
Davies could be incurring un- 
necessary costs. 

National Savings Certifi- 
cates can provide security of 
capital with tax-free income if 
held for five years. Mr Davies 
should therefore invest £10,000 
(foe maximum allowable) into 
11th issue index-linked certifi- 


cates, currently offering 2.75 per 
cent above inflation. As he in- 
vested £3,000 into a tax-exempt 
special savings account (Tbssa) 
in March 1997, Mr Davies 
should therefore invest a fur- 
ther £6,000 over foe next four 
years, as existing Tbesas wifi be 
allowed to run their full five- 
year term before having to be 
rolled over into foe new Indi- 
vidual Savings Accounts (ISAs). 

Although Mr Davies would 
not normally consider personal 
equity plans (PEPs), advantage 
should be taken of the limited 
opportunity available prior to 
the advent of foe proposed 
ISA. The Halifax shares should 
also be "Pepped’* into a single 
company PEP, thus avoiding tax 
currently payable on dividends 
and any future capital gains. 

A maximum of £6,000 per 
annum can be invested into a 
general PEP and,’ given Mr 
Davies’ risk tolerance, I would 
recommend he opt for a rela- 
tively cautious fond such as 
Guinness Flight’s Cautious 
Managed Fund. This aims to in- 
vest at least 30 per cent of its 
assets into more secure bonds 
and Government securities. 

Mr Davies should invest 
£6,000 now in the above PEP 
and a further £6,000 at the start 
of the 1998/99 tax year into an 
alternative PEP for diversifica- 
tion, such as a corporate bond 
PEE This could be funded from 
his endowment plan maturing in 
April 1999. Investment at foe 
start of the tax year wifi provide 
foe maximum tax-free growth 
over foe next 12 months. 

After allowing for foe above 
investments and cosh reserve, 
Mr Davies wilt be left with 
£80,000. This capital could be 
“allocated" to provide for the 
above-mentioned long-term 
care and/or properly purchase, 
while providing potential cap- 
ital growth and supplementary 
income as required. Putting 
£70,000 in an investment bond 
would enable him to withdraw 
£3.500 per annum without 
affecting his age allowance. 
This is because withdrawals of 
up to 5 per cent of foe original 


investment aredeemed a return 
of capital, as opposed to income. 
Should he require more in- 


can make further withdrawals 
with no tax-liability, as it has 
bees paid is foe funds. 

2 would recommend foe in- 
vestment is left to grow for two 
years - in other words, foe first 
withdrawal should be from “in- 
terest" rather than original 
capital 

Canada Life's Mercury Bal- 
anced Investment Fund, in its 
investment bond range, bal- 
ances actively managed hold- 
ings of UK blue-chip shares 
with lower-risk investments 
such as gilt-edged index linked, 
other fixed-interest securities, 
cash deposits and property. 

In addition to an excellent 
track record of fond perfor- 
mance over one, three and five 
years in comparison with other 
funds within foe same sector, 
the charges are very reasonable 
given that for investment in ex- 
cess of £50^)00, an additional al- 
location of 3 per cent ts granted 

The remaining capital of 
£10,000 can be used to sup- 
plement Mr Davies' income in 
the first two years and should 
remain in his postal account. 
He should also continue fund- 
ing his existing endowment 
plans to maturity in order to . 
benefit from its terminal 
bonus. 

Currently, inheritance tax is 
not an issue as his estate Is val- 
ued at less than foe nil-rate 
band of £225,000, although 
foe current Limit could re- 
duced in foe March Budget 

A gift of £30.000 was made 
by Mr Davies to his son in Au- 
gust 1997. Under current leg- 
islation this is a potentially 
exempt transfer (PET) for in- 
heritance tax purposes as long 
as he lives for a farther six and 
a half years. Given his current 
income needs, further PETk 
may not be a option. 

One final point worth 
noting is that the above rec- 
oirimendations would change 
^hSiderablysiiould'Mr Davies 
many. 
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T he Premier In v estment Bond is ideal for 
people seeking reliable growth prospects 
with low risk. 

Invest ki the CU Witt Profits Fund by 6th March 1998** 
and you're guaranteed 9% growth in the first year. 

After that, your Investment will be eligible for annual 
bonuses to boost its value. What’s more, an returns are 
free front Basic Rate Income Tax and Capital Gains Tax. 

For example, If tfie CCf Premier investment Bond had 
been avails Me on 30th November 1992, an Investment of 
£10,000 made at that fime In the CU With Profits Fund 
would have had a cash-in value of £13^*42 on 2Bth 
November 1997, a growth of over 34% in Just 5 year&t 
Now you can store in that growth potential. Repty today 
for four Premier investment Bonn information pack and 
application form. Customers aged 18-90 can apply. 

For more information, contact your financial adviser, 
complete the coupon, or call free om 
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Oriental carpets take off as designers pile in 
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Christie's is selling the 
fclm collection of 122 
Oriental carpets 
accumulated by the 
Italian carpet dealer 
Romolo Battilossi - at a 
time when prices for 

hand-knotted carpets 
are being swayed by 
American fashion. 

John Windsor reports on 
investments underfoot. 

Never mind the number of 

Mots to the inch. Never mind 

the worn bits. American interi- 
or designers are going for a 
look”. For them, carpets with 

central medallions are out 
Interlocking overall pattemi 
are m. AU because there are 
more ways of arranging fumj. 
tuxe - especially the dining 
table - without a target-like blob 
in the middle of the floor. 
Pastel rather than strong 
colours are preferred - Amer- 
icans expect their carpets to 
blend, not to show off. 

Collectors of antique carpels, 
as opposed to home-makers 
who can afford only modern 
carpets, still buy for authentic- 
ity above an But the fashion for 
overall patterns of foliage or 
birds, rather than medallions. 


has now spread from the mod- 
antique market. 

Western importers have im- 
posed Western tastes on Ori- 
since the 

British -Swiss Ziegler company, 
originally . importers of doth, 
opium and dried fruit, set up 
a carpet-buying office in Sul- 
tanabad in Persia in 1882. They 
Specified no medallions and it 
as “Zieglers", “Ziegler Mahals” 
and “Sultanabads" that are 
back in fashion today. 

Prices for bold-patterned, 
loosely knotted Turkish Ushakcar- 
pets, made in large quantities for 
stores such as Liberty and Maples 
fro® around 1890, and considered 
by some 10 be the “poor man's 
Ziegler", h swe benefited from 
the trend. Bonhams is offering one 
next week, estimated £2^00- 
A000. Most recently, auction 
prices for the more detailed, over- 
all-patterned Tabriz carpets from 
Azerbaijan (north-west Persia) 
haw surged, regardless of quality. 

A cropped and worn 22 ft by 
18ft Ziegler of about 1880, es- 
timated £15,000-£25,000 in 
Christie’s October sale, sold 
for an astonishing £57,600 to a 
trade buyer and is probably now 
gracing a New York apartment. 
For really mad prices for the 
right “look”, New York takes 
the biscuit. In December, 
Christie’s New York saleroom 


look SI 1 0,000 for a Tabriz with 
large-scale overall design, esti- 
mated at only S20.000-S30.000. 

Home-makers with an eye 
for investment and only a cou- 
ple of thousand pounds to 
spend should bear fashion 
trends in mind if they want their 
newly bought Oriental carpet to 
hold its value. Prices in the re- 
tail market are about 30 per cent 
down in real lerms'coojparcd 
with 10 years ago. and British 
importers are ordering fine 
quality carpets - with the right 
designs - from India (not pre- 
viously noted for quality), from 
skilled, refugee Afghan weavers 
sealed in northern Iran, and 
even from Egypl. The market 
could be becoming overstocked. 

Whether or not prices hold 
up, buying from a dealer who has 
driven down makers’ prices is 
cheaper than buying from tourist 
bazaars in the country of origin. 

Liberty's carpet buyer, Ron 
Stewart, reports big demand for 
strongly coloured high-pile 
gabbeh (undipped) carpets 
made by the Ears people of Per- 
sia (now south Iran). They have 
simple, naive and sometimes ab- 
stract all-over designs, no 
medallions and sometimes no 
borders. The Western-influ- 
enced designs were introduced 
only sis or seven years ago. An 
8ft 6in by 5ft 3in gabbeh costs 
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I am still casting about for 
potential alternatives to the 
proposed Individual Savings 
Account, which Is a lot less 
tax-efficient than tax-exempt 
special ' savings accounts 
(Tessas) and personal equity 
plans (PEPs). Run Tessa and 
PEP together fast enough 
and you get TEP, the acronym 
for a traded endowment pol- 
icy. While not necessarily 
tax-efficient, TEPs can still be . 
quite tax-friendly as in-, 
vestments. 

. .The insurance company 
. running the endowment policy 
pays income tax and capital 
. gains tax on the underlying 
fund, but the proceeds of the 
policy are not generally subject 
to tax in the hands of the orig- 
inal policyholder. 

However, without going 
into tiresome detail about the 
different rules for “qualifying”, 
“non-qualifying’" and “paid- 
up" polities, suffice to say that 
the policy proceeds are subject 
to capital gains tax (CGT) in 
the bands of a purchaser. Yet 
since most of us dp not use up 
our capital guns tax allowance, 

■ much of the policy gains can 
usually be sheltered within the 
annual CGT allowance. 

When yon buy a TEP you 
are not just taking a punt on the 
markets but also on the gen- 
erosity of the insurance com- 
pany which runs the polity. 
What the round of' bonus 
: d ecl arations last month -has . 
reinforced is the continuing 
swing from ann ual bonuses to 
terminal bonuses. 

Thdt is to say. more of the 
final maturity value - already 

■ around a third or more— of the 
endowment policy is coming 
from the terminal bonus. It is 


a way for the insurance com- 
panies to offer fewer hostages 
to fortune over the term of the 
policy. 

But it does mean a larger 
hostage to fortune on the part 
of the policyholder or second- 
hand purchaser. However, that 
caveat aside, it is hard to argue 
with statistics showing matur- 
ing second-hand endowment 
policies offering double-digit 
annual returns. 

So where can we fold such 
policies on the web? A number 
of TEP market-makers have 
websites, which vary in content 
and usefulness from the rather 
bare offering from Beale 
Dobie - which appears to 
consist solely of the home page 
and .a page of its office ad- 
dresses and telephone numbers 
- to others which include 
explanatory guides and price 
lists of available polities. 

Absolute Assigned Policies 
Ltd (AAP), for example, is the 
appointed policy supplier to the 
BZW Endowment Fund, a 
£25 m publicly quoted en- 
dowment-polity investment 
fund, which is managed by 
Barclays Global Investors. 
AAFs website offers potential 
TEP purchasers the ability to 
specify investment require- 
ments by fillin g in an e-mail 
form. Sellers may also e-mail 
from the site, requesting a 
standard valuation form - 
policy valuations are free and 
without obligation. 

Neville James is another 
market-maker which includes 
a price list of polities on its web- 
site. SurrendaLink does not 
have a list of policies on its site 
but dangles the enticing 
prospect of a posable re turn for 

polity seDeis in excess of 40 per 


cent above the insurance com- 
pany’s quoted surrender value. 

You cannot buy a TEP on 
the web from any of these 
market-makers but you can bid 
for one in a cyber auction held 
by Endowments Direct, which 
holds live auctions on-line 
every working day. You are 
required to register to enter the 
Endowments Direct website, 
although no charge is made for 
looking around. 

If you sell your policy 
through Endowments. Direct, 
there is a minimum commis- 
sion payable of £250. If you buy 
through the website, in addition 
to the bid price, you face legal 
fees of £100 plus VAT. The - 
service was set up by TEP 
broker EPTC and deals in 
second-hand with-profits life 
assurance polities underwritten 
by the top 50 UK assurers. The 
site includes a listing of these 
companies with links to their 
websites (if they have one). 

Free policy valuation is 
offered for sellers. Purchasers 
may read an extremely com- 
plicated document on the site 
called “Computing the esti- 
mated price by iteration”. This 
document is technical in nature 
and attempts to explain step- 
by-step how to compute a pur- 
chase price for a security, such 
as a traded endowment policy. 

It would have been much 
more user-friendly if. instead 
of suggesting you grab a blank 
piece of paper, DPTC had 
mounted a value calculator 
along the lines of the calcula- 
tors offered ty many mortgage 
broker/lender websites. 

Beale Dobie: 
www. beaiedobie . co. uk 
Absolute Assigned Policies: 
www.aap.co.uk 

Neville James: 
www. neviUe-james. co. uk 

Sorrendalinfe 

www.moneywoHd.co.uki 

surrendalink 

Endowments Direct: 

HWW.endonTnerits-direcL co. uk 
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£050 from Liberty in Regent 
Street. London. 

Think twice before buying 
from cut-price bucket stops. 
Those 5D per cent reductions 
may be genuine — but all they 
mean is that the carpets have 
been displayed at some ludi- 
crously inflated price for 28 
days, in order to comply with 
trading regulations. 

Yuda Ambalo, the 30-ycar- 
old Afghan who founded the 
Oriental Carpet Centre in Fins- 
bury Pork, which bouses 30 
dealers, has noticed that buyers 
for the home either rely on the 
advice of interior designers or 
get deeply involved, buying 
guide books, learning to un- 
derstand designs and how to tell 
the difference between chem- 
ical and natural dyes. Above all, 
they shop around. 

“City" carpets, hand-woven 
in urban factories from patterns, 
may have a comforting uni- 
formity of quah'ty and design, 
but there are no two tribal rugs 
alike. Tribal weavers “knot out 
of their beads" instead of fol- 
lowing patterns. Mistakes and 
irregularities give tribal rugs 
their charm. But the only way 
to find out if you are being over- 
charged for one is to compare 
dealers' prices. Mr Ambalo also 
strongly recommends Tribal 
Rugs: A Buyer's Guide by Lee 


Allane, published by Thames 
and Hudson at £8.95. 

Modern Chinese and Pak- 
istani carpets bear cryptic but 
helpful quality tags. A heavy 
quality 12ft by 9ft Chinese car- 
pet from Liberty, priced £1,000- 
£1.200, will have a tag 
. announcing “90- line 5/8 ths su- 
per washed”. A Bokhara-desjgn 
Pakistan of the same size, of 
medium grade, £l,300-£ 1,400, 
will have a tag with the knot- 
count “1 1 / 22 ”. 

Price fluctuations can be 
purely political!. Colourful flat- 
woven kilims from Afghanistan 
and Iran glutted the Western 
market during the Russian in- 
vasion of Afghanistan and the 
Gulf War, as weavers fled- A 8ft 
by 4ft Sbahsavan kilim that 
□light have fetched a peak £750 
up to 1990 could be had for only 
£45D-£500 in 1995. Now prices 
are creeping back to 1990 levels. 

The fear and uncertainty of 
new buyers has meant that car- 
pet brokers and retailers who 
have earned recommendations 
for trustworthiness have pros- 
pered. Mr Ambalo recommends 
the Oriental Rug Gallery of St 
Albans. Eton and Guildford. Or 
commission a broker to bargain 
with wholesalers at a bonded 
warehouse. 

Trends of the future? Tbwards 
more curvilinear Persian de- 


signs, perhaps, says Christies 
william Robinson. He t hink s 
that Kinnans, made near Fare, 
are undervalued. One in his 
forthcoming sale, with ice-blue 
field, fiissy foliage - and a medal- 
lion -woven around 1880, is es- 
timated £10,000-£14,000. And 
for long-term investors willing to 
buck the fashion trend, there is 
a traditional central Persian 
Kashan “Mochtasham" (the 
name of the original weaver) of 
about 189R with strong cofours, 

intricate design and medallion 
estimated £12,000-£16£00. You 
can buy a Kashan rug retail for 
£1 ,2OG-£1 7 50O today that would 
have sold for £2^00J3JW0 10 
years ago. 

Julian Blair, co-founder of 
the Oriental Rug Gallery, re- 
ports that, just recently, the 
Americans have started buying 
strong colours again. “Britain is 
usually about three years be- 
hind," he says. 

77ie Battilossi carpet sale: 
Wednesday 130pm, Christie’s, 8 
King Street, London SWl (0171- 
839 9060). Bonhams Oriental 
and European rugs and carpets 
sale : Tuesday 2pm. Oriental Rug 
Gallejy: St Albans (01727 
841046), Eton (01753623000). 
Guildford (01483 457600). 
Broken David Wilkins (0171-722 
7608). 



Flying high: 
Ushak rug to 
be auctioned 
at Bonhams on 
Tuesday, est 

price £2,500+ 
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Above average performance from Jupiter’s Ecology Fund 


I 


nvestors with ethical and environmental interests a range of private, institutional and charity investors. 


can invest in a green fund - the Jupiter Ecology Fund - 


For further information on the Jupiter range of 


whose performance is well above the average unit trust, ethically and environmentally screened investments, 

Yet at the same time its ‘green 1 credentials are talk to your financial adviser, call us free now, or 
unsurpassed, it is one of only three funds to gain top return the coupon, 
marks for both ethics and ecology in the authoritative 


Holden Meehan ratings (sixth edition, 1996/97). 

.Jupiter Green Department advises a successful unit 



TER 


trust, an investment trust and segregated portfolios tor Leaders in. long-term performance 


FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL FREE ON 0500 0500 98 


To: Investor Support, Jupiter Unit Trust Managers' Lid., KnJghtsbridge House, 197 KnJgfrtsbridge, London SW7 1RB 
Please send me further information on: The Jupiter Ecology Fund Q The Jupiter PEP Q 


Print Name (Mr/Mra/Ms) . 


Postcode 


_W07JB 
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+ The All-Share Tracking PEP 
that performs the best. . 
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SAVINGS RATES 


Direct Lise Instant Access Account 
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I Direct Line Standard Variable Mortgage Rate ( 

VARIABLE RATE 
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AMOUNT OF LOAN 
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SAVINGS 


0)81 649 9099 


MORTGAGES 


018) 680 9966 


PERSONAL LOANS 
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Source. Direct Line Financial Services. For further iaftmnatum about 
the Direct Line products listed above, please phone the appropriate 
number quoting rtf. JNDBB45 
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Merger mania boosts shares 


Sometimes I wonder what it 
might have been like to have 
been a headline writer. 
Those pithy phrases are de- 
signed to capture people’s 
attention and deliver a great 
deal of information in vety 
few words. Just now, the ob- 
vious headline to describe 
our own stock market would 
be “Merger Mania Boosts 
Shares". It is difficult to 
know how to describe the 
present situation beuer. . 

Both 1996 and early 1997 
were active in the takeover 
field The reasoning then was 
an incoming Labour govern- 
ment would be more likely to 
obstruct corporate activity. In 
this, as in so many ways, to- 
day's Government is proving 
relatively indistinguishable 
from its predecessor thus far. 
Meanwhile, the steady glob- 
alisation of trade is leading to 
a frenzy of merger activity all 
around the world. 

The big news was the 
impending marriage be- 
tween Glaxo and SmithKline 
Beecbam. The drugs indus- 
try is no stranger to alliances. 
Both partners In this partic- 
ular deal are themselves the 
product of relatively recent 
mergers. SmithKline jilted 
another potential suitor in 
order to tie the knot with 
Glaxo. American Home 
products may even now he 
looking at alternatives. 

Karl Marx wrote that cap- 
italism must fail eventually 
because successful companies 
inevitably become larger, so 
reducing competition. He 
was writing at a time when we 
lacked today's information 
technology, corporate regu- 
lation and competitive envi- 
ronment Even . so. it is 
worrying to see bow power- 
ful some firmstave berorae. 

1 have written before on 


how multi-national corpo- 
rations have more wealth 
and exert greater influence 
than many countries. In- 
deed, I read recently that the 
400 wealthiest people in the 
world own more than the 44 
poorest nations. So much for 
greater equality. 

With bidders lining up for 
Energy Group and GUS try- 
ing to take out troubled Ar- 
gos, the industries touched by 
this M&A rampage are 
many and varied and the 
profits delivered to investors 
considerable to compensate 
for the lack of windfall 
bonuses this year. It also has 
the ring of perpetual motion 
about it. Takeovers tend to 
reduce the supply of equity. 
Shortages push up prices. It 
is not just the victims of cor- 
porate predators that see 
their share values rise in cir- 
cumstances such as this. 

It is not too cynical to be- 
lieve that heightened cor- 
porate activity can be the sign 
of a mature bull market 
Things have changed, 
though, so it is probably too 
amplistk to believe this is the 
last rush of the uowaiy be- 
fore realism sets in. Still, with 
the effects of the Asian crisis 
still under-represented in 
Western markets and loom- 
ing hostilities in the Gulf, it 
would be as well not to take 
the burst of takeover activity 
as a sign that a new golden 
age for investors is dawning. 

Instead, it strikes me that 
an opportunity exists for in- 
vestors to weed out shares 
and take profits ahead of a 
Budget which is likely to be 
less friendly to those who 
place their faith in equities. 

Brian Torn is chairman of the 
investment strategy commit- 
tee at Greig Middleton. 
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Lowest 
Tracker PEP 
charges 
in the UK. 

Just in case you didn't believe us the first time. 

Lowest 
Tracker PEP 
charges 
in the UK. 



TALK TO US ABOUT THE UK TRACKER PEP FREE ON 

0500 IOO 333 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 8a«-10pm 
FAX NO: 0118 934 8212 E MAIL: invest® rsaonllne.co.uk 
PLEA5E QUOTE COUPON CODE BELOW 


Royal & \/ 

y^SUNALLLANCE 

Announcing an unrepeatable offer 
from invest On-line, the direct invest- 
ment centre of Royal Sc SunAIliance. 
The UK Tracker PEP offers the best 
value in the All-Share Tracker PEP 
market for a mini- 
mum lump sum 
investment of £6,000. 

The annual management fee is an 
unbeatable 0.3% with no initial or 
exit charges. 

Also, if you 
already have a PEP, it 
is easy to transfer any fund of £ 10 , 0 00 
or more. Don't delay, the quicker you 
transfer, the sooner you could start 
saving on management charges. 

To cake advantage of this limited 
offer," call free now 

on 0500 100 333 

or clip the coupon 
below for full details. Our friendly and 
knowledgeable staff will be pleased to 
answer any questions you may have. 


invest 

2)[fD-iJnuu© 




CO0&BAP 

j Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms 

I Address.. 


Invest On-line, FREEPOST 3479, Reading, Berkshire RG10 9ZZ. 
Forename - .Surname. - 




^ Postcode Tel (daytime) - (home) Date of btnh..J..J..~y 


FINANCIAL FUND 


Our star 
performer 

If this is your image of the banking world, think again. 
The Framlington Financial Fund invests only in banks 
and other financial sector stocks and its performance 
has been anything bur dull. 


The Framlington Financial Fund 

TOP 10% 

performance of all unit trusts over 
1,2, 3, 4, 5, 6, ?, 8, 9, TO, 11 years 
and since launch 1 


Investments in the fund have grown by 160% over 
the last 5 years, and by 30% in 1997 alone.* We believe 
that this exceptional performance is set to continue. 

Before you make your PEP decision, ask your 
Financial Adviser for details or ring 

0345 023138 


Please send me details of the Framlington Financial Fund and PEP. Return the coupon to: 

Framlington Unit Management Limited, Freepost, P.O. Box 2, Tuyford, Reading, Berkshire RG10 SBR. 



NAME 

ADDRESS 


Postcod 


If you do not umh to rccchv details of Framlington products in future, please tick the box Q 


IN 7/2/98 ff 


Unit 


■ Source- Micrapal, offer to bid, net Income reinvested to J January 1998. Launch date 13 October 1986 a,, c„ , 

Management Limited, member of the Framlington Marketing Croup. Regulated by the Personal Investment 1 

Member of AUTIF. Past performance is not nearly aguide to future NwiW The 

down as well as up and investors my not get back the amount originally invested. income from them can go 

Changes In exchange rates will affect the value of the Fund's overseas investments. 

Investment in Single sector funds offers the possibility of higher returns but may j ho 
involve a higher degree ot risk. The Government has announced that film 1999 lax 
advantaged schemes, such as PSPs and TESSAs. will be replaced with a new 
Individual Savings Account ftSA). Details of die ISA are currently subject to 
consultation and the final form is not yet known. 


Jr crnilington 
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" THE STOCK MARKET: JOHN ANDREW 

Know your rights as a shareholder ... and claim your perks 


_ as a 

When you buy a share in a 

k**™ 6 a Part-owner of the enterDrise* '^ £ * er ‘ you should keep for when option of taJon? dividends in shares a “scrip 

Under company law, this entitles W tax return. dividend-. This is ideal if you are seeking 

fights. Some of these you may not receive a divi- 

aspects of orwnine sh»me d . end due shortly after you purchased the 

snares. If you bought the shares “ex div", 
it means the former owner will receive the 
payment. To ensure a smooth admin istra- 


ersmnnomtk CfSTOi ^ shares, while otb- 

^^wo^^rommunicatiotisyouareen' 

atedtorecen^Yo u may late 

yourvtewsknownonTe.xmi^^ 

mancenritoart^„ » penor- 


nian^oriteactivities.SomecS^X has to be a cutoff poinL The 

JVC shareholders certain perks, usually as ' *?** 10 *** P erson on the com- 

discounis on their productTorser^W K&&l&T of ******** at a par- 

First, let us look at the financial asnert* date ’ 8 enerall y three weeks before .... «•»— . «„« 

Shareholders receive a right to a shan» r»f *. n P? yme ° l ^ niade. Share prices usually notices about important events such 
5. CaUed dividends. ^ ■ “2* q^isUions or disposals. It is import 

. - isiorat 

ask for it to be paid dfrecuo vour "J? fc *° m your slockbrokcr sta tes if the 

count You wffl al»S22T5^f ac J ^ were P urch ased ex dividend. 

win also receive a dnndend Some companies give shareholders the 


a company’s earnings. 


they are paid net of basiorate tax. vsuSto for the new investor. In The 

twice a year. You will ^ independent , there is an x against the 


growth as opposed to income. However, do 
keep a note of their “price” and the date 
you receive them as you will need this in- 
formation for capital gams tax calculations 
when the holding is sold. 

All shareholders named on the register 
are entitled lo receive certain documents 
that the company periodically issues. These 
include the annual report and accounts and 

as ac- 
important to 
remember that if you hold your shares 
through a nominee, such as a FEP, only the 
nominee’s name wiO appear on the register. 
Therefore, if you want company informa- 
tion, you mist check your nominee will send 
it to you - and it may charge For this service. 


Every company must hold an annual 
general meeting (AGM) once a year. 
Shareholders whose names are on the reg- 
ister have the right to aitend and speak at 
AG Ms. While the vast majority are sedate 
affairs, some can be quite lively. For ex- 
ample, the attendance of Cedric the Pig at 
British Gas's AGM in protest at Cedric 
Brown’s remuneration package. 

It is not unknown for companies to give 
shareholders who attend handouts. For ex- 
ample, Cadbuiy Schweppes has given 
chocolates and HiUsdown a bag of groceries. 
However, even if the AGM is at noon, do 
not expect a buffet lunch. You will usually 
be offered a drink, or coffee and biscuits. 

The purpose of AGMs is for share- 
holders lo vote on important matters af- 
fecting the company, such as raising more 


capital by a rights issue or appomtingand 
dismissing directors or auditors- Share- 
holders are invited to ask the 
questions. Those who do not wish to attend 

^UfldCT rompany law, shareholders can 
also put forward motions if ttey can 
muster 5 per cent of the company’s total 

voting rig£ or 100 shareholders, daebrnth 

at least £100 worth of shares. Resolutions 
must be submitted no less than six weeks 
before the meeting. A copy of the resolu- 
tion must be sent to aD shareholders -com- 
panies are allowed ro charge for the cost 
of their circulation. 

Increasingly, more compares are giv- 
ing shareholders perks. Fbr example, there 
may be reduced accommodation costs 
from a hotel chain; a discount on sundry 


items Durchased from a high street retailer 
modes price reduction on a new 
The rules vary: some compani« in- 
idston a minimum level of stor^ tag Md. 
nerhape for a minimum period, while oth 
happy to give the concession lo ell. 
“S, no investment decision 
should be made on the basis of the perta. 
Thenormal criteria for selectnigsharea for 
your portfolio should always prevail. 

MWn dStoddrroketsh^compiledalistof 

companies that offer perks 
of categories. It also details theuoms oflke 
offers For apee copy, n ntc to Mid land Stock 
ZdtemnHtsGwde.Markct^D^^ 
Manner House, Pqr/sStreet, 


envelope. 


Gilts come in from the cold 



THE 

JONATHAN 

DAVIS 

COLUMN 


Some more thoughts this week 
on the subject of equities versus 
g3ts, prompted by the publica- 
tion of Barclays Capital's annual 
gOts-equity survey. As regular 
readers wfll know, I have been 
promoting the attractions of 
gilts as a sensible home for in- 
vestment capital fbr some time, 
and h is encouraging to find a 
lot of supportive arguments for 
this in the Barclays study. 

What the survey shows in 
essence is that gills, having 
been for years the pariahs of the 
investment community, are 
once more an attractive and sen- 
sible proposition for investors. 

The main message of the Bar- 
clays study remains, as it has 
been since it was first launched 
in the mid 1950$, thstt equities are 
the best asset Hass for long-term 
investors. The data in the study 
goes back to 1918 and shows, if 
you are prepared to hold your 
portfolio of shares for 20 years, 
you are, in effect, immune from 
the risk of losing money. 

Despite two world wars, 
Opec and all the rest of the 20th 
century's horrors, there has 
been no 20-year period this 
century during which you would 
not have shown a positive real 
return from holding a broadly 
based equity portfolio. 

At a global level the Barclays 
data supports the view that 
equities are superior long-term, 
but the margin of superiority is 
obviously not so clear-cut. 


For example, its calculations 
show that if your transactions 
costs amount to just 1 per cent 
of your portfolio's value each 
year, it can cut the final value 
of your portfolio by 50 per cent 
over a long period. Fbr a higher- 
rate taxpayer, the long-run real 
rate of return from shares falls 
from 6 to just over 4 per cent 
per annum. 

Gilts are a rather different 
story. For most of the post-war 
period, they have been a disas- 
ter as an investment class. In- 
flation is the great enemy of all 
fixed-interest securities and, 
with the concomitant high level 
of interest rates, ruined the 
value of all types of gilts for 
many years. Anyone who 
bought gilts in the 1960s and 
reinvested the income would 
have seen the value of their in- 
vestment roughly halve in real 
terms by the mid to iate-197Gs. 

Since then, however, their 
performance has been steadily 
improving, helped by the world- 
wide assault on inflation by 
governments. Not only have 
total rates of return (income 
plus capital appreciation) been 
positive for a period of years, 
but since 1990, with the global 
fall in real interest rates, we have 
also had the almost unprece- 
dented experience of seeing 
real increases in the capital 
value of gflts as well. 

As the chart shows, the over- 
all performance of gflts (after 



Ratio of gilt yield to dividend yield in market 
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allowing for tax at the basic rate 
and for the effects of inflation) 
has been steadily upward since 
around 1980. It has not been 
quite as good as the perfor- 
mance of shares, but it has 
been way ahead of the perfor- 
mance of the typical building 
society account (which contin- 
ues to lose value in real terms 
for savers who pay tax). 

The conclusion of Michael 
Hughes, the economics adviser 
at Barclays Capital and the 
man responsible for its study, is 
that gilts are once again be- 
coming a sound alternative to 
equities. Not only are economic 
fundamentals working in their 
favour but Investors are also 
starting to benefit from a shift 
in the relative valuation of gflts 
versus equities. That is to say, 
while shares are highly valued 
by historical standards, gilts 
are not - not surprisingly, since 
memories of the bad experi- 
ences of the past are firmly 
etched in many investors’ 
minds. 

Of course, gilts will remain 
vulnerable to any sudden in- 
flation shocks. If you think that 
such a shock is likely, then gilts 
are probably still not for you. 
But bear in mind that neither 
gilt yields nor risk-adjusted gilts 
returns have yet returned to the 
level they enjoyed before in- 
flation sent them to the invest- 
ment doghouse in the 1950s. 

Given that equity valuations 
are so high, Barclays suggests 
the gilts renaissance is likely to 
continue for some time. They 
expect gilts to continue to pro- 
ride positive real rates of return, 
and also for the yield ratio (the 
ratio between gilt yields and 
dividend yields) Co continue 
falling. I am confident that 
their analysis is soundly based. 


Of course, equities arc 
riskier and more volatile than 
other types of asset If you start 
buying when shares are highly 
valued (as Lhey are now) you 
may have to wait longer to 
reap the rewards, and the re- 
turns you can expect will be 
lower than if you start out when 
valuations are low. In fact, the 
Barclays data suggests that 
when the market's dividend 
yield is as low as it is now (under 
35 percent), the real rale of re- 
turn on equities you can expect 
over the next five years is, on 
average, going to be negative, 
though over 10 years it will still 
be marginally positive. 

By contrast, when the stock 
market is yielding over 5 per 
cent, as it was in 1992, precedent 
suggests the likely five-year real 
return you can expect is nearly 
10 per cent per annum. 

The lesson from history is 
dean long-term investors are 
generally well rewarded for tak- 
ing on board the risks of share 
ownership. This is true even af- 
ter you have taken into account 
the things which are often over- 
looked when investment com- 
panies use the Barclays data in 
their advertisements for equity- 
based savings products. 

What these advertisements 
forget to mention is that the orig- 
inal data in the survey was pre- 
pared to convince pension funds 
and other investment institutions 
(who pay no tax) of the merits 
of equities over bonds. It takes 
no account of three thing s that 
can bear heavily on individual 
investors: the costs involved in 
reinvesting dividends every year, 
the impact of personal tax rates, 
and the charges levied by unit or 
investment trust management 
companies (assaulting you don’t 
invest directly yourself). 


UKEouity General PEP 


^growth 

from UK blue chips. 

go with Govett 


For those who feel comfortable with theassurance their mongr is Invested in the very best the British 
market can offer: Govett's UK Eojiity General PEP is an astute dedslon. It has grown an impressive 
33296 in the past I 0 years and more than 22% In the last year alone. So the philosophy of backing 
winners is proving something of a winner in itself- In fact, the Fund is ranked within the lop ten of 
a sector that Includes more than 150 competitors, which illustrates its success against strong 
competition, too. After a period of some global market corrections, we think the UK Is again 
looking like a strong and steady performer for the future - and there can 
hardly be a better time lo take advantage of Govett's UK Eouity General PER All applicants Investing over 
£ 1 .000 lump sum can now receive ayear's subscription to the new Bloombetg Money magazine for FREE. 

For more information, just return the coupon or call us at local rate on 0845 300 9 0 90. 
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Pensions by phone 


You can pick up the phone and get pensions 
information or advice 

and even set up a plan, quickly and without fuss. 

Call, 8am- 1 Opm, 7 days a week quoting ref. 288D915 

0345 6789 10 

or talk to your Independent Financial Adviser. 
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TESSA BEST DEALS 

Provider 

Rate 

First Tessas 

Rat triable Rate 

Melton Mowbray BS 

7.90 per cent 

Stepped Variable Rate 

Royal Bank of Scotland 

8.20 per cent 

Fixed Rate Tessa 

B'ham Midshires 

7.05 per cent 


NatWest Bank 

7.45 per cent 

Follow-on Tessas 

Rat Variable Rate 

Kent Reliance BS 

7.90 percent 

Stepped Variable Rate 

Royal Bank of Scotland 

8.20 per cent 


Paid on 

(£1,000~£9,D0Q) 
(£6,60D-£9,DOD) 
(£1,QD0-£9,00D) • 
(£S,6OO-£9,Q0O) 

(f 5 .GGG-E 9 .G 0 G) 
(£ 6 . 600 - 29 . 000 ) 

Source; tain Morse. Tessa rales change reguiariy. for the most up-to-date dags, check 77k independents best-buy bates. 


Time to invest in a Tessa 




J| if all the world's 

companies wereBTitisIl 
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.(Evening). 
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Safe but boring, tax-free 
but inflexible - over the 
past few years, the 
verdict of seif-styled 
stock market 
sophisticates on Tessas 
has always had a mild 
ring of contempt to it. 
But, as lain Morse reports. 
Government plans to 
introduce a new 
Individual Savings 
Account (ISA) mean the 
humble Tessa may be 
about to make a final 
comeback. 


Is it finally time for a Tessa? 
After all, there can't be too 
much wrong with a tax-free 
deposit account. Moreover, 
although personal equity plans 
(PEPS) will have to be trans- 
ferred into the new Individual 
Savings Account from April 
1999, easting Tessas will be 
allowed to run die balance of 
their five-year term. 

In effect, this minor loop- 
hole means savers will be able 
to shelter part of their cash in 
a tax-free haven for a few more 
years. The burning question 
remains, however, that of which 
Tessa to choose. 

The most common Tessa 
(tax-exempt special savings 
account) is the straightforward, 
variable-rate one. This rate 
may be the same no matter how 
much you pay in. Midland 
Bank, for instance, offers a 
current flat rate of 7.75 per cent 
on all Tessa deposits over £100. 

Other providers offer 
stepped interest rates, depen- 
ding on die amount invested. 
Pay in the maximum each year 
- £3,000 in year one and up to 
£1,800 in subsequent years - 
and you qualify for the highest 
return. For example, Stafford 
Railway Building Society starts 
at 6.5 per cent on amounts up 
to £3,000, rising to 7.6 per cent 
on the maximum balance of 
£9,000. 

The basis on which interest 
is calculated- can also vary. 
Cater Allen Bank pays 
compound interest - where 



A last chance to pile in: Existing Tessas can run beyond the introduction of ISAs 


interest is added on the interest 
- on a monthly basis. Accord- 
ing to Cater Allen, this in- 
creases returns, pushing a 
current variable rate of 6.697 
percent up to around 6-85 per 
cent. 

This basis for interest-rate 
calculation becomes important 
if you are saving into a Tessa on 
a monthly basis and, in effect, 
lending this money interest 
free to the provider until the 
next award of interest to your 
account 

Also, if rates are falling, 
say by 05 per cent in two suc- 
cessive six-month periods, an 
annual account will pay interest 
for the past year at the lower 
rate. On an investment of 
£9,000, this could cost £45 in 
lost interest in comparison with 
an account calculating interest 
monthly. 

Some variable-rate Tessas 
offer bonuses if you leave both 
invested capital and tax-free 
interest in the account until 
maturity. Chelsea Building 
Society offers 5 per cent of the 
amount invested in the first 
year: if you put in £3,000 in the 
first year, fids means a tax-free 
bonus of £150. Nottingham 
Building Society offers 0.25 
per cent of the maximum 
invested. 

Tilings become more com- 
plicated when the bonus is 
paid on the interest itself. First 
Trust Bank offers a 5 per cent • 
bonus on the total interest paid 
after five years. According to 


MoneyFacts , the statistical 
information provider, a maxi- 
mum return of £2359 for five- 
year Tessas maturing this 
January would have delivered 
a bonus of £11755. 

How to choose between 
such offers? Ai its simplest, if 
you believe interest rates will 
rise over the term of your 
Tessa, a variable-rate account 
makes sense. If you think rates 
wfll fall, fixed-rate accounts are 
better. Most experts beEeve 
rates will drop in the next 
year, but because fixed-rate 
Tessas currently pay a lower 
rate than variable ones, you 
need to be careful when doing 
your sums. 

The best fixed-rate Tfessa is 
currently available from 
NatWest Bank, paying a 
compound rate of 7.45 per 
cent, but only for deposits of 
over £6,600. 

Then there are escalator 
Tessas, which pay rising rates of 
interest over foe five-year term. 
Most ask for a minimum in- 
vestment of the full £9,000, and 
foe amounts paid tend to start 
at between 6 and 635 per cent 
in year one. rising to between 
725 and 9 per cent in year five. 

Here too care is Deeded: 
averaging out returns over five 
years shows that these accounts 
offer no more than an annual 
return 7 per cent. Unless 
providers improve their rates, 
these are to be avoided. 

Equity-linked Tessas are 
slightly more risky: they offer 


a combination of tax-free 
interest with what amounts to 
a gamble on foe stock market. 
Most pay low rates of interest, 
usually sot more than 4 per 
cent, but offer further gains 
based on foe amount by which 
one or more stock market in- 
dices rise over the Tessa's term. 

Bristol & West's First and 
FbUow-On equity Tessa allows 
a minimum investment of 
£3.000, and pays the greater of 
either 100 per cent of the 
average growth in the UK's 
FTSE 100, foe US’s S&P 500, 
and Japan’s Nikkei 300, or 20 


per cent of foe value of your 
fiist year’s investment. Given 
the current state of the Japan- 
ese economy, this is one-for 
enthusiasts. 

HSBC links its equity Tfessa- 
to foe FTSE 100 alone. Alastair 
Fraser, head of business de- 
velopment at HSBC, argues: 
“This represents a relatively low 

risk exposure to equity markets, 
with absolute capital security - 
after all there has been no five 
year period since 1979 when the 
index did not rise.” This is 
true, but the Tessa onfy offers 
a 1 per cent bonus for each 1 
per cent increase in foe FTSE 
100 -and not until it has risen 
by at least 20 per cent over its 
five-year term. 

Tessas can be transferred 
from one provider to another, 
without loss of tax relief. But, 
as we have seen, there may be 
penalties imposed which wipe 
out any tax saving made on foe 
account. 

For example. Northern 
Rock levies a fixed charge of 
£30, plus a charge for admin- 
istrative time spent arranging 
foe transfer. If you had invested 
£1,000 into its account, 
receiving £68 gross interest on 
a variable rate of 6.8 per cent, 
transfer penalties would leave 
little gain. 
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Play FTSE 

with 

TESSA. 


The Abbey National Stockmarket TESSA returns are 
linked to the FTSE 100 and S&P 500 performance. 


If you have £9,000 to invest for 5 years you can reap the benefits of the Stockmarket TESSA 

Every month both the FTSE 100 and the S&P 500 rise youTI earn 1.15% tax-free interest on your 
TESSA. In 1997 we saw 7 qualifying months, the equivalent to an annual return of an impressive 
8.33% tax-free. 

If the indices stay level or fall, you won't gain any interest for that month but your capital and 
any interest gained in previous months is unaffected. Plus, in the month following a fall, performance 
is measured from the new lower level giving you a better chance of growth. 

It’s available both to first time TESSA customers and those with a maturing TESSA. 

Drop into your local branch, or call 0800 100 801 (lines are open Monday to Friday 9am to Spm 
and Saturday 9am to 1pm), quoting reference A63S, if you want to take things further. 


Saving and Investing 





Tabbey national 

Because life's complicated enough. 


The Index-Tracking PEP 
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WHAT MAKES 

LEGAL & GENERAL'S FTSE AIL-SHARE 
INDEX-TRACKING PEP 
OUTSTANDING VALUE FOR MONKS? 

A glance at foe table will show that 
jlV - since its launch over two 
years ago- this Index-Tracking PEP 
from Legal & General has proved that 
it offers PEP investors superb value 
for money. 

It follows the FTSE All-Share 
Index. This Index reflects the 
performance of the entire stock- 


VO / \JHAJ < H VK(,V> 


ft srn/ 4V\7 l/. 


( n. \Rc.t 



« nntjR wkl h i: 


market, so it reduces foe risk of 
being over-exposed to shares winch 
under-perform and lessen y our 
return. In fret, a lump sum of £6, 000 
invested in the Legal & General 
Index-Tracking PEP at launch would 
now be worth *9,434' compared 
to fust £8,738* in the average 
UK Income & Growth Trust. 

With no initial charges 
deducted, more of your j 
money is invesred at 
foe outset for maximum 
growth potential, there are no 
withdrawal fees and with an annual 
management Charge of 0.5% - foe 
value for money is outstanding. 

So make tbe most of today’s 
opportunities. For further details 
(Including information on our 
monthly saving option) call now 
or visit our web site at www. 
LandG.com 


The All-Share Tracking 
PEP that performs the best 


Find oul more non - phone free 0500 11 6622 
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The Government’s hidden cut in pensions 


Question: how does the 
Government get away 

with Pitting the pay of 

hundreds of thousands of 
people without them 
noticing? Answer: by 
taking »t from apart of 
their earnings about 
$ which they know very 
little. Andrew Verity 
explains. 

In a surprisingly unnoticed 
move two weeks ago, the 
Government indicated it was in 

efiect cutting the pay of half a 

mfflion people by 0.9 per cent 
The cut happened in a now 
triod-and-tested fashion - by 
taking it from pensions. 

It came in a little-publicised 
answer, by John Denham, 
Pensions Minister at the 
Department of Social Security 
(DSS), without any public 
' consultation, in a reply to a 
Parliamentary question on DSS 
rebates to pension schemes. 

A DSS rebate is the amount 





More pain, less gain: Haifa million people have had their pension contributions cut, on average, by over £170 a year 


scheme from the government, 
paid for from eveiy member’s 

national insurance contribution 
(NIC). It is the part of an em- 
ployee’s pay that goes towards 
replacing the benefits of the 


state earnings- related pension 
scheme (Serps), when staff 
leave it to join a company 
scheme. 

Until last week, members of 
“group money-purchase pen- 
sions”, where a person’s reiir- 


THE INDEPENDENT 

Free guide to 

Direct Pensions 


For your free copy 

Ring 0800 77 66 66 


sponsored by 


EAGLE STAR 


ement income depends on the 
investment return of their fund 
— often run by large companies 
such as WH Smith, Legal & 
General or Tbsco - received a 
minimum rebate worth 3.1 per 
cent of earnings. 

For someone on the average 
wage of £19,115, this would 
amount to £592 over the year. 
Mr Denham has indicated that 
from April 1 999, this rebate will 
fall to just 22 per cent - or £420. 
In other words, members of 
these schemes have just been 
told they will lose an average of 
£172 a year. 

While members of these 
schemes wifi be worse off, 
holders of personal pensions - 
those vehicles panned by the 
Treasury for being too 
expensive - will now receive 
substantially bigger rebates if 
they opt out of Serps. Mini- 
mum rebates of 3.8 per cent, 
which increase with age, would 
give a member on tbe average 
wage a pay boost of £726 a 
year. 

Within the “pensions priest- 
hood” - those who are paid to 
study the baroque world of 
UK pensions - many are 


questioning why on earth the 
Government has done this. 

Doug Johnstone, managing 
director of actuaries Johnstone 
Douglas, says: “The rebates 
are being reduced by one-third 
at the youngest ages without 
any satisfactory explanation 
from the Government as to the 
reason why. It is a very worry- 
ing time for employees who will 
really need a great deal of 
explanation and reassurance.” 

So far, no Government 
minister has explained the rea- 
son for this cut. But the most 
plausible theory is that it is 
trying to stop large companies 
taking advantage of a form of 
“arbitrage” - switching to the 
most beneficial option offered 
within the labyrinthine world of 
pensions legislation. 

Large companies such as 
Guinness - and possibly up to 70 
further companies - have been 
taking advantage of new laws 
since tbe Pensions Act 1995, 
which came into force last April 

The Act allows the 
companies to gain a saving 
worth up to 1 per cent of their 
pay-roll - a big temptation for 
any finance director - by 


manipulating the titles as to how 
much rebate they should get. 

Most large companies run 
“final salary” pensions - 
schemes which guarantee an 
income worth up to two-thirds 
of a member’s salary at retire- 
ment. When the government 
pays the rebates, it pays less to 
cover expenses involved in 
running final-salary schemes 
than it does to other schemes. 

How can a finance director 
raise the amount he receives in 
rebate? By using different rules. 
By treating it instead as a group 
money-purchase scheme - the 
type run by WH Smith - the 
company can get much more 
government money in rebates. 
The glittering saving, of 1 per 
cent of payroll benefits not the 
members but the company. It 
has been estimated that if all 
companies followed this route, 
the Government could pay out 
an extra £l-5bn a year. Easy 
money for the companies and 
a big loss for the taxpayer. 

By cultmg the rebate by 0.9 
points to 2.2 per cent, Mr 
Denham has taken the joy out 
of this game. But has he taken 
a large sledgehammer to crack 






a nut? Pension gurus 

believe he has also wiped out 
thousands of smaller schemes 
which can no longer exist as 
they are. They must either 
wind up, or pay much less to 
their members. 

Experts also believe Gov- 
ernment generosity towards 
personal pensions stems from 
a fear that Gordon Brown’s July 
Budget, which took money 
from personal pensions by 
abolishing tax credits on 
dividends, would cause mil- 
lions to return to Serps. As long 
as Harriet Harman, the Secre- 
tary of State for Social Security, 
was struggling to lure people 
into private, ‘‘stakeholder’’ pen- 
sions, this might have been 
upsetting. 

Stephen Cameron, a pen- 
sions expert at Scottish Equi- 
table, said: “We believe the 

rebates were increased to avoid 

a maswe return to Serps 
personal pension holders.” 

Peter Murray, chairman of 
the National Association of 
Pension Funds, points out that 
Mr Denham claimed to have 
taken into account the advice 
of the Government Actuary. A 
copy of the Actuary’s report to 
the minister (placed in the 
House of Commons library) 
reveals that he was asked to 
assume that the only group 
money- purchase pensions were 
large ones with cheap operating 
costs. In fact, said the Govern- 
ment Actuary, the majority 
were small — and needed big- 
ger expenses. But Mr D enham 
set the rebates as if they were 
all big. and cheap to ran. 

Mr Murray said: “There is 
a fundamental inconsistency 
between the Government’s 
declared policy of supporting 
occupational pension provision 
and tbe policies which the 
Treasury has been pursuing. Ws 
will be pressing the Govern- 
ment to bold a consultation 
[with interested parties].” 

The Independent’ has published 
a Tree Guide to Direct tensions’. 
The guide, written by this paper's 
personal finance editor, Nic 
CicuuL is sponsored by .Ea^e 
Star. It is avaUdbkjree'byaiJSng 
0800 7766 66. Or look out for 
the coupon on this page. 


WHAT TO DO I F YOU AM AFFECTED 

^Ask your pensions 

employer, phis the pension fund’s performance. 

. Ask your union to campaign for an equivalent salary » 

- LobbyyourMRorask 

Pensions Minister, at the House of Commons, London. 






pejhaps you dunk dm all pension plans are the same. If you 
do, then you would be making a Kg mistake. Here are some ot the 
Tphy yon should consider an Equitable ftnsMn PtaQ- 

The Equitable Life: 

• Pays no commission to third parties for tne 
introduction of new business. 

• pM no shareholders. 

Our Pension Plan: 

• Lets yon retire earlier or later than planned - 
wthw nr penalty. 

• Lets you vary your contributions — without 
penalty 

• Provides full return of hind in the event of death 
before retirement. 

So, if you would Bke to find out more about how The Equitable 
Pension Plan is not the same os most others, call us direct on 
(0990) 38 48 58 or send off the coupon below for more 
information by post and by telephone. 

wwwequhablexo.uk 

fir jour security your telephone cbB may be monied 
Iofbnuanoofadvicc will only be given on Equitable group prodixas 
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j The Equitable Life 

"| You profit from our principles 




“We fixe<f\ 
our mortgage 
at 5.99% ^(APR 

■ ...and saved £166 

on our monthly* 
repayments!” 


•MORTGAGE 

intelligence 

I JK’s largest group of 
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This money saving mortgage, for 
purchase or remortgage, is funded by 
a major Lender, and is available 
exclusively through Mortgage 
Intelligence - Britain’s largest group of 
mortgage brokers. For details, call 
FREE anytime on: 
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Planning for retirement? 
Who can you trust with 
your money? 


A retirement lump sum is often the biggest 
single amount of money people ever have 
to invest. It is vital for everyone in these 
circumstances to shop around before 
entrusting an adviser with their money. 
Mistakes can easily be made and the time to 
recover from making the wrong choice is 
limited, as many older investors have 
learned to their cost. 

In Carr Sheppards’ view, what people need 
in order to start sensible financial planning 
for retirement is impartial professional 
advice. As long-established private client 
stockbrokers, with some £3 billion of 
individuals’ capital entrusted to our care, we 
are well qualified to help you. Our long 
experience is encapsulated in our booklet 
‘Enjoying Life After Work' , and many people 
who have read it have found it most helpful. 


Here are just a few of their comments. 
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For your free copy, please write to us using 
the coupon below. 


To Ahm Evans, Carr Sheppards limited, 122 Leadenhall Street, London EC3V 4SS. 

Tel: 0171-303 1234. Fax: 0171 -303 1212. Please send me a copy of ‘Enjoying life After Work/ 


Name 

Address 


Postcode. 


CARR SHEPPARDS 

Can Sheppards is a member of the ixMKtai Stock Exchange 
aid regulated by the Securities and Futures Authority. 

A member of the Investec Croup. 
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Don’t be tied to estate agents’ advice 


Mortgage advisers face a 
crackdown at the end of April, 
when a new code of sales conduct 
takes effect. As Paul Slade reports, 
among those hit by the code will 
be estate agency chains owned by 
the big lenders. 

Housebuyers calling at estate agents such 
as Halifax Property Services or Black Hone 
have the chance to see a mortgage adviser 
there and then. But. as sales practice 
stands, they have little chance of telling 
whether the adviser they are talking to is, 
in effect, a salesman for the parent lender, 
or offering genuine independent advice. 

In the case of Halifax Property Services 
(HPS), as much as 80 per cent of the loans 
business done by its advisers goes to Halifax 
itself. Other lenders will get a look-in only 
if the customer fails to meet Halifax’s credit 
score, or if switching their mortgage would 
mean incurring redemption penalties. 

Each Halifax Property' Services branch 
is given an annual target for the percentage 


of loans business its mortgage adviser is 
expected to deliver to the parent bank. 

At the other end of the scale is Skipton 
Building Society, where advisers in its 
Connell estate agents chain send less than 
10 per cent of business to Skipton. 

Genuine independent advisers have 
long complained that borrowers are left 
believing they have been given independent 
advice. Ian Darby of John Charco! says: “It 
gets very confusing for Joe Public Tve heard 
tied agents saying they’re independent 
mortgage brokers. 

“With the code of practice, you will have 
to define whether you are operating from 
a panel oflendeis, whetheryou re operating 
as the agent of one lender only, or whether 
you’re operating from the whole open mar- 
ket That's the definition that’s going to give 
lender-owned business a challenge. ’’ 

Hilary McVitty of Wooiwich says the 
group's own Woolwich Property Services 
operates a similar system to HPS. “Their 
initial interview is in terms of Woolwich 
products only.” she says. “Only if they didn’t 
qualify for a Woolwich loan would they 
move on to something else.” 


When the new code takes effect on 30 
April, all mortgage advisers wiO be obliged 
to disdose their true status. Borrowers wiQ 
be able to phone a central register to see 
if their own adviser is listed there. 

In the case of HPS this means customers 
will be told: “Our mortgage recommen- 
dations are based upon looking at Halifax 
products first and then, where our assess- 
ment of our needs indicate, or you specif- 
ically request, we will advise you on 
mortgage products from a selection of other 
lenders." 

This information is delivered both ver- 
bally, as soon as the mortgage consultation 
begins, and later in writing. 

Alan Snowball of HPS points out that 
all HPS branches - and the staff inside — 
are clearly budged with the parent group's 
name. This, he argues, means people 
should know what to expect when they 
come in the door. 

But Skipton’s David Charlton is not so 
sure. He says: “Whether the real choice 
offered is made dear enough at the 
moment is a debatable point. I thick any- 
one going for a mortgage really has to ask 


wfaat relationship that particular estate 
agency has with the lender.” 

The code will also oblige advisers to dis- 
close whether the fee they will receive for 
selling whichever loan they recommend is 
more or less than £250. If more than £250, 
the exact amount must be disclosed. This 
measure is intended to give consumers a 
way of judging whether die advice they are 
offered has been influenced by the payment 
the adviser would receive for the sale. 

Mortgage lenders have been working to 
the code since July last year. Lenders repre- 
senting 98 per cent of the UR mortgage 
market are pledged to refuse business from 
advisers who refuse to join its register. 

The National Consumer Council has 
welcomed the code in principle, but stresses 
that strict monitoring and compliance will 
also be needed. Ruth Evans, an NCC di- 
rector, says: “We want to see mystery shop- 
ping and compliance checks become part 
of the process. Good monitoring and en- 
forcement are the keys to effective con- 
sumer protection under a voluntary code 
like this, but that doesn't come cheap.” 

For prospective borrowers, the ctew 



mortgage code is only part of the answer 
to them being able to find the right mort- 
gage. A mortgage which suits yon might not 
be available through that lender’s estate 
agency chain Before an offer is considered 
on a property, it pays to research the mar- 
ket fully, looking at best buy tables pub- 
lished in most newspapers, including The 
Independent. When you have found the right 
loan, a mortgage offer “in principle" not 


only avoids you being forced to seek a loan 
through that agent, it may also help secure 
the property you want. 

For details of all available mortgages, sub- 
scribe to ’MoneyFacCs’, a monthly guide to 
best rates. Subscription enquiries: 01692 
500765. Or call Us residential mortgage fax- 
line, updated daily, on 0336 400239. Calls 
are charged at 50p a minute. 
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Legal & General 
Corporate Bond PEP 


TAX FREE INCOME: 


LOWEST COST 


-ONLY ” 

ANNUAL MANAGEMENT 
CHARGE 


NO INITIAL FEE 


Over the years, our determination to 
provide outstanding value for money 
has meant that today. Legal & General 
Investment Management has in excess of 
£54 billion under management. 

Now, we are delighted to introduce 
the latest improvement to our PEP range 
-Legal & General’s Corporate Bond PEP 

Once again, we've i 
delivered unbeatable value, I 
providing the lowest cost 
diversified Corporate Bond PEP on 
the market with annual management 
charges of only 0.5%, with no initial or 
withdrawal fee. 

So, for a regular, high tax-free 
income on your savings find out more 
about Britain’s best value Income PEP 
today. Just complete and return the 
coupon, call 0500 11 66 22 now or visit 
our website at www.LandG.com 


Find out more now —phone free 050011 6622 

FREEPHONE Sam TO Spm WEEKDAYS 9am TO 5pm WEEKENDS PLEASE QUOTE REF: C7DJ0-4 


For your protection and to enable us to deal with any queries that may arise caUs will usually he recorded and randomly monitored. 


jYES': 

I 


-1 would like more Information about Legal & General 
Corporate Bond PEP. Post to: Legal & General (Direct) 
limited, FREEPOST SWC0467, Cardiff CF1 IYW 


Surname (Mr/ Mrs/Miss/ Ms) 


Forenames 



Address 


Postcode 

Dare of birth 

/ / 

Tel. No: Home 

Tel. No: Work 



I 
I 

| If you already’ have a PEP investment, please tick here D . C7DJW 
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Legal & General’s 
low costs provides better value 
and reduces risk 

Legal & General have led the way 
in providing low cost, high performance 
PEPs to our customers. 
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Free guide to Mortgages 
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investing according to yonr conscience is never easy. For most 
bud managers the very idea is laughable. more and more 

people want to invest that way With The Independent’s guide 
to ethical finances yon too can save profitably without jettison-l 
mg your principles- Fill in the coupon below for a free copy 
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An Equitable way 
j to top up your 
company pension. 


Did you know that to receive the maximum pension 
available, you would typically have to be a member of the 
same company pension scheme for 40 years? 

Or that changing yout job, even once, could 
dramatically reduce your pension? So that, just when you 
have more time to enjoy life, you have less money 

Topping up your company pension with an Equitable 
Free-Standing Additional Voluntary Contribution Scheme 
can help bridge the gap. 

"&u make contributions from your grass income, with 
tax relief at the highest rate you pay. 

Remember that die value of tax relief av ailabl e will 
depend on individual circumstances, and that current 
legislation can change in the future. 

What's more, we don’t believe in paying co mmission to 
third parties for the introduction of new business. 

If you would like more information by post and by 
telephone call (09901 38 48 58, or return the coupon below. 
www.eqniiaWe.co.uk 


^For your security your nlcphcnc call may be recorded 
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1 retailers go 

into superdrive 


Shopping isn't what It used to 
be. Instead of popping down 
-the total high street to see the 
butcher, baiter and candlestick 
maker, we simply do a one- 
• stop shop at Tesca The used 
carfrusiness would rather like 
it if we did the same. Pile ’em 
high and sell ’em cheap. 

Jam& Ruppert finds out if theory 
matches reality. 


Up to now a lot of so-called used car 
supermarkets have been disappointing 
places. Quite often cars are parked 
tightly together, fresh out of the auc- 
tion ring, or off the company fleet, un- 
der-prepared, scantily warranted and 

often overpriced. 

The supermarket image of quality 
at a competitive price in a pleasant en- 
vironment has been an illusion. How- 
ever, there are now two companies 
determined to change the way we buy 
usedcars. 

The Car Group, and its growing 
The Car Supermarket chain, after re- 
cent acquisitions has become the 
country’s largest single retailer of 
used cars, operating from huge sites 
in the Midlands and Whies. 

Meanwhile, Carland began oper- 
ating in January from Lakeside Retail 
Park in Essex with arms to revolutionise 
the £23bn UK used car market with a 


chant of indoor car retail superstores. 

First stop in our test is Northamp- 
ton and the Car Supermarket’s 1 Q-acre 
super-site. Car Supermarket claims to 
have over 800 nearly new (up to two 
years old) and not so new (two to five 
years old) cars permanently in stock. 

According to the company's chief 
executive, Peter King: “As with ail oth- 
er areas of supermarket-style retailing, 
the public wants to be able to choose 
from the widest range of goods." ftm- 
cy a Ford Mondeo? There arc sever- 
al rows of nearly new examples. The 
same goes for Vhuxhall’s competing 
Vectra. Down the scale there are 
Ford Escorts and Vauxhall Astras by 
the dozen, right down to Rover 100s, 
Nissan Mlcras and Vauxhall Corsas. 

Not only is there a big choice, the 
cars are cheap: £9,000 buys a 16,000- 
mile 1996 Mondeo 1.8. whereas you 
could pay £1,000 more at a dealer. 
Among the prestige cars on offer 
which, at the time of our visit, includ- 
ed Mercedes and Volvos, a BMW 320i 
Tburing at £20,299 with £4,000 miles 
on the dock would easily make £22.000 
on a BMW forecourt. 

The situation should stay that way 
because the company has recently in- 
troduced its Price Pledge. This means 
that if you can find the same model and 
specification with a similar mileage, 
within seven days of purchase and an 
hour's drive of the Car Supermarket, 
the company will refund 110 percent 
of the difference. 



Carland: ‘an experience for the family’ 


Photograph: Keith Dobney 


Chris CaygiU, the company's oper- 
ations director, says: “Quite simply, we 
are doing the legwork for the customer. 
Wc run exhaustive checks of press ad- 
vertising and we mystery shop com- 
petitors' sites to guarantee our prices 
are the best and if our research shows 
the same car is cheaper elsewhere, we 
adjust the price of all our equivalent 
slock the same day." 

The cars come with a three-month 
warranty and an AA certificate con- 
firming finance and insurance checks, 
mileage and previous ownership. Some 
cars come with two free services and 
MOT, but you’ll have to pay for the 
road lax. 

It's well over an hour's drive 
from Northampton to Thurrock, so 
no point in relying on Car Super- 
market’s Price Pledge. But it 
wouldn't matter anyway, because 
Carland are going for the premium- 
priced, Marks <& Spencer approach 
to used-car retailing. Consequently 
the 300 cars are well presented in 


pleasant indoor surroundings. 

Like The Car Supermarket, no 
sales staff will hassle you, but greeters 
will hand you a map. You can interact 
with touch-screen terminals to help you 
identify and then locate the cars that 
suit your budget or requirements. 

The toilets are spotless, babies can 
be strapped into free pushchairs and 
potentially fractious youngsters can be 
deposited in the Carioonland Games 
area. There is a cafe. 

As Tor the cars, they are unlocked 
so you are free to look around, which 
is even easier because they are parked 
a sensible dis Lance apart. All the rel- 
evant information is on photocopied 
specification sheets found in the wind- 
screen mounted dispenser. 

The cars come with a 30-day ex- 
change or money back guarantee. 
There is a 150-poini RAC inspection, 
one-ycar warranty, a year’s MOT and 
one-year driver’s insurance. If you want 
your old car valued, they will even dean 
it first. But you can't haggle about the 


prices. This is an all-in, non-negotiabfc 
package. Consequently, a Corsa SRi 
at £7,500 was almost £900 more than 
a dealer would charge and a Rover 

200SU £500 more. 

So why would you expect buyers to 
visit Carland rather than their local 
Vhuxhall showroom? “IV never heard 
of someone going to a car dealer for a 
day out. whereas Carland is an experi- 
ence for the famfly”, says James Bid- 

well marketing director. 

You can expect to see more of them. 
Loo. Thurrock is the first of 20 projected 
stores. 

Certainly there is a lot that the es- 
tablished motor trade could learn 
from Carland when it comes to pre- 
sentation. However, you are paying for 
the privilege. So if you want a fairly 
new, low-mileage motor, with plenty 
of colours and specifications to choose 
from at a very competitive price, then 

it would have to be the lower frills of- 
fering from The Car Supermarket. 

But there is still no substitute for 
research. The word superstore is no 
guarantee of good value, and often 
your local showroom can trounce 
these huge sites for price and person- 
al service. Even though the future of 
car retailing is probably the super- 
market set-up, the advice is still - shop 
around. 

Cariand, Lakeside. Thurrock. OSOO 7S3 
3366: The Car Supermarket. Northamp- 
ton, 0990 2S9 227. 



Onwards and upwards with Suzuki 


r; 


As in buildings, so in 
cars. If horizontal space 
is tight, grow upwards 
instead. This is not to say 
that the Suzuki Wagon 
conceived, for 
Japanese cities but now 
available here, is a 
mobile skyscraper. As 
John Simister writes, it is 
merely a small car which : 
feels much bigger^tJta^ks^ 
to its lofty build. 


Space is a psychological thing. 
The Vv'agon R’s height is not 
particularly useful unless you 
are wearing a witch's hat, but it 
makes you feel surprisingly un- 
jj cramped when you consider 
' that your car is but a foot and 
■ two inches longer than a Mini. 
Into that space it fits four side 
doom, and a big tailgate which 
opens to reveal a boot worthy 
j of the name. The nose is short, 
j but it’s long enough to contain 
a proper working model of an 
engine. And the door mirrors 


would do for a small truck. 

So, what's it all about? You 
might already have seen a Dai- 
hatsu Move, a tiny cube cm 
wheels with four full-size seats 
and sufficient versatility to give 
it some claim to the mantle of 
Citroen 2CV reinvented Well, 
conceptually, the "Wagon R is 
the same idea made bigger. In- 
stead of tiny, it’s merely small. 

The jokey but ultra-func- 
tional squareness, all the rage 
m Japan, should encourage a 
- ii^t-hearfed approach to dri- 
ving Thai my particular test car 
was bright purple helped in 
this quest, causing heads to 
turn from all quarters (school- 
children, mainly). My daughter, 
aged 11, described the lurid 
Wagon R. all big headlights, tiny 
wheels and neo-Mexican up- 
holstery, as “funky". Whatever 
that means nowadays. 

As you might expect, there s 
considerable cleverness inside. 
The rear seats fold forward to 

make a flat load bay, or you can 
manipulate them in conjunction 
with the front seats to create a 
double bed of sorts. Under the 
driver's seat you’ll find a pull- 
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Specifications 

Price; £7,250 (GA). £8.250 (GL). 
Engine: 996cc, four cylinders. 16 
valves, 65 bhp at 6,500 rpm. 
Transmission: five-speed gearbox, 
front-wheel drive. 

Performance: top speed 87mph, 
0-60 in 17 sec approx, 42-47 mpg. 
Rivals 

Citroen Beriingo Multispace: £to 
be announced. Version of lively, com- 
fortable Beriingo van. with windows 


and proper folding seats. Available 
soon, but bigger and cosdier than 
Suzuki 

Daihatsu Move: £7,200. Looks like 
shrunken VWgon R, has tiny three- 
cylinder engine. Lots of fun, but only 
£50 cheaper than Suzuki 
Renault M6gane Scenic 1 .6e RN: 
£12,995. Much more expensive than 

Wagon R. but a full-size car with a full- 
size engine. Five seats, true MPV ver- 
satility, excellent value. 
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facelifted cars that normally tank whence he cain^-Scor 
todc like motorised Nancy pio sales have collapsed since 
look ukc us that car got its new look. It s 

a pity because, underneath 
that giant carp exterior, the 
Scorpio is actually rather a 

good car. . 

The more stylistically 

birth of the affordable two- aware car makers, of couree, 
sealer roadster following leave good design alone, and 

Rover’s cowardly decision to try to improve their ageing 


Reagans. 

The latest lovely car, age- 
ing gracefully, to be ruined by 
the stylist’s scalpel is the 
Mazda MX-5. Born in 1989, 
it was responsible for the re- 
birth of the affordable two- 
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kffl off MG- It was a huge suc- 
cess. tempting Rover quick- 
ly to dust off the MG badge 
and jump back into the mar- 
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cars in other ways to stimu- 
late sales. Peugeot sensibly 
reckoned that the 205, one of 
the best-looking small cars 


out storage drawer, while the 
same area under the passenger 
seat-houses a plastic shopping 
basket-cam-bucket. It’s all very 
all-activity and multi-purpose, 
right in tune with the late 1990s. 

But there is some surprising 
lack of forethought You get 
storage nets in the front doors, 
but no proper pockets. The 
switchgear spread about the 
desperately dull dashboard is an 
ergonomic disgrace, with none 
of it lit at night and the rear 
wiper actuated by a button 
down near your right knee. 
The wiper is either continuously 
on or switched off, but what you 
really need given the Suzuki s 
vertical, spray-attracting tail is 
an intermittent setting Then 


there’s the tailgate, which lacks 
that otherwise near-universal 
modem convenience, a hand- 
grip on the inside with which to 
pull the tailgate down and shut 
Ignore these irritations, and 
you’ll find the Wagon R sur- 
prisingly entertaining Its engine 
is but one litre big but with twin 
overhead camshafts and 16 
valves it delivers a healthy 64bbp. 
Up to the motorway speed lim- 
it the Suzuki is surprisingly live- 
ly, veiy low gearing helping the 
engine to rev its little heart out, 
but the fire soon Cades if you ven- 
ture into forbidden speed terri- 
tory. Even when worked hard, 
though, which is most of the 
time, there’s surprisingly little 
mechanical commotion. 


The high sides act like a sail, 
so Lhe Wagon R gets blown 
around in a wind, but it’s not re- 
ally a problem because the 
steering is quick-acting (with the 
posher GL version’s power as- 
sistance, anyway) and, despite 
being taller than it is wide, the 
Suzuki feels quite stable. Try to 
round a comer quickly, and the 
skimpy front wheels just start to 
slither gently outwards. There's 
no threat of falling over. It 
rides the bumps surprisingly 
smoothly, loo. 

You sit quite high, your feet 
working more downwards than 
forwards on the pedals; this and 
the vastness of the mirrors 
heighten the impression that 
you're driving a truly mini 


minibus. But you can’t neces- 
sarily customise a minibus with 
a huge catalogue of accessories 
as you can the Suzuki Chrome 
grilles, alloy wheels, wood ex- 
ternal trim (like a Morris Mi- 
nor Traveller's), spoilers, 
graphics, roof boxes, bike car- 
riers, it’s all there if you want 
it Air conditioning and anti-lock 
brakes are optional, too, while 
the GL gets electric front win- 
dows. 

But would you want one? 

The WhgcmR scores high oo the 
Tardis factor, it's a good con- 
versation piece and it’s not at 
all expensive. If you want a mo- 
bile phone box, which person- 
ally 1 don’t, then this might well 
be the car for you. 


and jump back into tne mar- me ooi-.uua.us *--. — - 
ket with the MGF. Other car ever, was impossible visually 

makersfoDowed. The MX-5 to improve, so concent ed 
stfll looks fabulous and still . oh revising those areas of the 
sells well although, natural- car (the steering. . the ^en- 
iy, it's past its showroom gmes, the cabrn) Ant woe 
p^iir substandard. The 306 was 

You can’t blame Mazda similarly updated, 
for wanting to give it a Fiat recently i mprove d 


makeover, to stimulate sales. 
But the trouble is, once you 
try to “improve” the. look of 
a classic car design, you in- 
variably ruin it. Which is pre- 
cisely what Mazda's stylists 
have just done to the MX-5. 
Those who have driven it (I 
haven't as yet) tell me that 
“the new MX-5” is actually 

. - .« l J 
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the Punto but left its shape - 
still so progressive - alone. 
Rover facelifted the Mini in 
1969 by squaring off the nose 
and tail and calling it the 
Clubman (although it still 

built the old, more charac- 
terful model alongside). The 
Clubman looked dreadful 
and died. The original, sub- 


“the new mao is aciuauy <uju tutu. »uv 
bettef than the old one. It’s tly altered, still soldiers on, a 
just a shame it looks like an testament to great, unsullied 
original MX-5 that's spent far design. 
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FAX: 0171 293 2505 


Registration Numbers 


MARKET RESEARCH 32 Mi 


(BASIL SMTH FCA) 
J4 FCA 1.000 

(JOHN ADAM FCAI 
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(HOBBIT SH FCAI 
FTC 871 MOV 

G0.se 1500 

BOOGJH 1200 
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HAZB 2200 

HD MSB MOD 
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HO 9061 BOO! 
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M 13 M00 
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JJ 7329 1200 
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LNJW9 000 
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(MEHSAJ 
UP 8740 Z50D 

MUM 802 1JM0I 

(MAN UNITED) 
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TV 321 M00 
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(VBnTTWBWONl 
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atMca: wa oronMa compretensta Information, eaaenfial wtwi cowhfl 1 to 
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62305 PHONE 
.747-15 FAX 


VOST AR£ PLUS V.A.T 
ILL ARE PLUS', TRANSFER 


Nissan 


□ 


Silver Nissan Micra 
“Neptune” 

Sunroof • Stereo 
Great runner • (F) Reg. 

1 year MOT and 6 months tax. 
Only 840000 miles. 

£1,200 ono 

01582 469911 (Herts) 


Car Accessories 


Hweissenfels 


FOR MAXIMUM GRIP 
AND EASE OF FITTING 


SKI-DRIVE 



Voice personals now appear in THE EYE 
on a Saturday and also every 
Sunday in the Real Life section. 


Citroen 


XM25VSXTDEST. 

Metallic Blue, 
42,000 miles, M Reg, 
Full history, two years’ 
warranty, six months’ tax. 

£11,995 with £L000 
min. part exchange 
01442 871234 

(Main Dealer) 


infapodol trader* uHH Luo a 1 
g quality fcay inhen th ey ne t one. 

Xantia VSX TD 
Mantras Blue, 
40,096 miles, M Reg, 
Full specification, 
two years’ warranty, 
six months' tax. 
£9,250 

01442 871234 (Mam Dealer) 



P&ugeot 


Maftjues 


0800 306 406 


SAAB 




biEastAngE* 
Largest setecdon ot Saab 
Approwad end older dasstc 
used Saab tars 




Cambridge 
Tel: 01223 238373 


■ '.UU1, IT. , 1 AT4 1AAA 


ENT 

1*198 

13 


slec- 

Mar- 

lioo, 

-raid. 

Pea 

per- 

wife 

wal. 

ified 

lave 
■e in 
leen 


un- 

«vith 

Lem- 

on- 

ing, 

be- 

lies 

red, 

.tan 

bed 

Ud- 

■ch- 

Two 

ged 

jnz 


tph 

ten 

ep- 

lad 

/. 

ce- 

his 

yp- 

wn 


in 

:k- 

m- 

pc 

37 

>th 

ire 

ic- 

:k- 

ne 




35 ?-- 










THE INDEPENDENT 
SATURDAY 7 FEBRUARY 1*98 

10 ▼ 


10/ PROPERTY 

• ' c 


Devils for punishment 
- the serial renovators 


Many people have a 
dream to renovate a 
property once In their 
life. Some, however, go 
on to do it several times. 
Fiona Brandhorst describes 
life among the serial 
renovators. 

“We've got the bug," says Katie 
Swallow, who along with her 
husband Peter Davies is well on 
her way to becoming a ‘'serial 
renovator". Their first project, 
the conversion of a 1730s farm 
workers’ cottage in a village on 
the Camb ridgesb i re/Lincoln- 
shire borders, was completed in 
a record nine weeks and they 
moved in on schedule just a 
week after their first child So- 
phie was born. 

“As we renovated we un- 
covered more problems," says 
Katie, “but wc learnt so much, 
we were right at the coal face." 
And it wasn't without its sticky 
moments. “The JCB we’d hired 
to dig a trench for water pipes 
managed to slice its way 
through the electricity supply to 
the whole village." 

l/itformnately it was the 
height of the summer - the vil- 
lage pub was heaving for Sun- 
day lunch and it was men’s 
final's day at Wimbledon. It 
didn't exactly endear them to 
the locals. 

When they engaged the 
builders they agreed a total 
price beftire work started In- 
evitably extra charges were in- 
curred. Their building society, 
the Woolwich, released the 
money in two stages, half to buy 
the properly initially and the 
balance when the job had been 
inspected. 

Approaching a tender sym- 
pathetic to renovations can 
help. The Ecology Building So- 
ciety is dedicated to bringing 
derelict or dilapidated housing 
back into use. Providing the 
property is structurally sound 
the society may lend up to 80 
per cent of its current market 
value. As renovations are car- 
ried out further sums can be lent 
against its unproved value. 

“We had an agreed list of 
works to complete before the 
building society would release 
the second tranche," says Peter. 
Which was all important, as the 
builders needed paying. 

Tune to come clean: Peter 
does have the advantage of be- 
ing a chartered surveyor and he 
surveyed the property and em- 
ployed the builders, plumbers 
and electricians himself, “The 
builders couldn't blind me with 
science but 2 had to be one step 
ahead of them all the tune.” 
This often meant meeting them 
at the cottage at 6am before Pe- 


ter made the lOO-mOe train 
journey to his office is London. 

The work continued after 
they moved in. “It was costing 
us so much money we almost 
jacked it in after a year," says 
Katie. “We even considered 
buying a brand new house, we 
were so fed up." However, with 
the help of another loan. 18 
months later it was complete. 

By the time their second 
child, Archie, was bora they had 
“run out of space", so they 
sold up. “Jt was sad to leave," 
says Katie. “But we knew we 
were moving on to bigger and 
better things." This time they 
rented before buying. “We 
didn’t want to be involved in a 
chain " said Peter, although it 
took 18 months to find a bouse. 
During this time they spent 
the weekeuds driving around 
the villages of Lincolnshire, 
Cambridgeshire and North- 
amptonshire seeking out long- 
forgotten old buildings. 

Katie turned detective, find- 
ing out who owned them by ask- 
ing at the village shop or petrol 
station. They bid unsuccessful- 
ly at auction for an old daily out- 
building. “The property 
developers were one step ahead 
with the cash," says Rster. 

Eventually they went to view 
an early Georgian farmhouse, 
empty for 18 years. Once they 
were through the door they “left 
the estate agent standing" while 
they charged around the three 
storeys taking in original fea- 
tures like the barrel-vaulted 
cellar, the kitchen's Inglenook 
fireplace, mahogany hand rails 
and the not-so-period Sixties 
tiled mantelpieces. 

They liked what they saw and 
the sale was under way in a mat- 
ter of houns. This time Peter em- 
ployed a butldiHg surveyor to 
manage the whole project. 
“This really took the pressure 
off but we still had to get the 
utilities connected. There was 
no water and the builders were 
due to start work on Monday." 

The Grade H listed building 
also needed electricity and gas. 
When the builders bad fin- 
ished, the decorators started, 
first on the outside and then the 
interior. Katie and Peter sent 
the children to grandparents at 
weekends and set about strip- 
ping and varnishing. The results 
are better than they expected. 

Wide dark oak floors and an 
original flagstone floor in the 
Jdtchen. “It was covered with 
concrete and bitumen, so we got 
down on our bands and knees, 
chipped it off and then 
scrubbed it with acid.” Every 
window in the house has hs orig- 
inal shutters including the 9ft- 
high French windows in the 
dining room. They have tried to 
use wall colours as near to the 
original as possible, choosing 


paints from the National Trust 
historical range. 

Everything has its price. Pe- 
ter had to sell his prized TR6 
when the budget was finally 
blown. “We always called it 
our kitchen on wheels," says 
Katie, who’s a freelance cook- 
ery writer and is very serious 
about her kitchen. 

So has their thirst for reno- 
vation been quenched? Katie’s 
not sure. “We’ve still got a lot 
to do, the garden needs taming 
Maybe well do it again one day, 
but not just yet” 

Fashion photographer Paul 
Derrick is about half-way 
through one of his renovation 
projects. Last week, he was 
shooting swimwear in Cape 
Town, this week he's up to his 
ankles in brick dust as be strips 
bade the living-room walls of the 
Victorian home he shares with 
his wife Jaqui and moggies Ron- 
nie and Reggie in south London. 

His other project is the con- 
version of a former tile factory 
to photographic studio in Bor- 
ough High Street near South- 
wark Bridge in London. “They 
just happened at the same time," 
says Paul. “1 have pangs of guilt 
when I'm working on the studio 
that I should be doing the house 
or even out there getting some 
more work to pay for it alL” 

The removal of an illegally 
built conservatory was a condi- 
tion of the mortgage and the 
house needed to be totally gut- 
ted, then rewired and central 
heating installed “It was so cold 
we’d just come home and go to 
bed for warmth,” says Paul, 
ft’s been a sharp learning curve 
and Paul and Jaqui are fortu- 
nate enough to have friends and 
family who are willing to share 
their time and expertise. 

“Jaqui’s father's incredible," 
says Paul. “He'll come down 
from Cheshire and work solid- 
ly for two weeks as long as he 
gets lots of tea. And nay broth- 
er’s a decorator.” Projects are 
completed if and when they 
have the money -sash windows 
are being replaced in stages. 

The house was bought at a 
bargain price 14 months ago just 
before prices in their corner of 
south London took off. “We're 
not in it to make money, it’s go- 
ing to be our home,” says Paul. 

The studio, covering 2,000 sq 
ft, is a "real wreck”. Paul is one 
of five partners, including two 
other photographers, and they 
are doing all the conversion 
work themselves. “We don’t 
have the funds to pay people to 
do it for us,” says Paul “Some- 
times when I'm ducking and div- 
ing between places I think it’s 
never going to end. But it's all 
an investment for our future.” 

The Ecology Building Society 
(0345 697758). 



Once bitten... Katie and Peter were not shy of renovating a second time. The kitchen cost Peter fib prized TR6 Photograph: Keith Dobney 


A good job I haven't paid you yet 


How can that nice bloke 
who has spent the last 
few months 

transforming your home 
suddenly become so 
difficult? Penny Jackson 
highlights the problems 
many home owners face 
as a building job ends, 
and offers some tips. 


Never mind all those cups of tea 
and friendly chats; now he has 
the money, he can’t get out of 
the house fast enough. What 
happened to his concern about 
the wonky tiling, untidy wring 
and possible leak in the new 
conservatory roof? They dis- 
appeared down the garden 
path as rapidly as the cheque. 

The story is familiar. Not the 
one about the builders from 
hell but the ostensibly reliable 
company that may even have 
come with a personal recom- 
mendation. 

Everything goes swimmingly 
until shortly before the work is 
finished, payment is requested. 
“We’ve only got a couple of 
days’ more work, the lads need 
paying ...” So you settle up, re- 


minding yourself that he isn’t 
a cowboy builder, and anyway 
he’s been really good about 
feeding the cat and talking 
football to the kids. Up to that 
point the work has been satis- 
factory; yon trust him to finish 
the job to die same standard. 

But anyone embarking on 
home improvements for the 
first time finds out that the wa- 
ters can be treacherous. Deb- 
orah Brunero can still get upset 
when she recalls how miserably 
her loft conversion ended. 

. To make matters worse, 1 
Deborah was pregnant and 
finding everything a straggle. 
She says: “We had been scrup- 
ulous in paying the agreed in- 
stalments, and were very happy 
with the work. But it all went 
wrong at the end. The main guy 
disappeared and we had a 
mish-mash of people.” 

“In the last week he came to 
ask for the final payment of 
£1.500, saying they would be fin- 
ished in a few days. I couldn’t 
think of a good reason why not, 
so I gave it to him. From that 
moment he lost Interest. Even 
though, among other things, we 
had serious problems with the 
plumbing, he wouldn't come 
hack. 


“I found it extremely up- 
setting, and still do. 2 trusted 
him, and treated him as I would 
expea to be treated myself. It 
got very unpleasant I would 
have recommended him to any- 
one before that 1 wish I'd not 
paid him until we were com- 
pletely happy.” 

It was a hard lesson for the 
Bruneros. As is common for a 
large job, they had agreed to 
staged payments for the job, 
paying an initial deposit of 10 
per cent 30 per cent when work 
started, another 30 per cent on 
day eight a pre-plastering pay- 
ment of 25 per cent and the 
final 5 per cent on completion. 

The advice from the Office 
of Fair Trading is that in gen- 
eral a deposit should not be 
paid to a contractor. Even if it 
seems fair to pay in advance for 
specialist materials or fittings, 
it is better to order the goods 
yourself and have them deliv- 
ered direct to you. 

The National Consumer 
Council makes the point that 
any reputable company should 
have fines of credit from sup- 
pliers, and not ask for money 
in advance from customers. 
Since guarantees can be worth- 
less - Deborah Brunero’s was 


for only five years - there is a 
good case for keeping back an 
agreed amount for a reasonable 
period, which could range from 
two weeks for decorating work 
to' 12 months for a central 
heating system. 

Another issue that can cause 
problems when building work 
has been finalised, is the list of 
extras. Agree the costs as they 
arise, advises the OFT One 
elderly couple were not so en- 
deared to their builder after he 
billed them for what they 
thought had been his kindness 
in tending to an emergency 
while working in the house. 

Certainly, all consumer 
groups recommend that a cred- 
it card is used where possible, 
because of the extra protection 
it offers. This can alar apply to 
any loans linked to the work. 

Of course, all protection 
goes out of the window if trans- 
actions are made in cash for a 
cheaper job. With “nothing in 
writing” as its guiding principle, 
this provides a field day for the 
unscrupulous. Anyone who 
does pursue a claim could find 
it embarrassing to explain in 
court why there is no docu- 
mentation, says Gordon Pow- 
ell, from Westminster Council’s 


trading standards service. 

A schedule of work and 
costings is to everyone's ad- 'v 
vantage; after all, there are 
plenty of customers who will 
find any excuse not to pay 
what they owe. Emma Perring, • 
who employs buildeis and dec- 
orators regularly through her 
company Perring Designs, ap- 
plied the same approach to 
work oh her family .home, a 
barn conversion. 

“We drew up a detailed 
-work plan, which- pur- builder 
stuck to well. It’sa,»30d r way of 
keeping pace with the work, 
especially if you are not there 
to oversee it You have to take 
the bull by the horns, and in- 
sist on employing someone 
only on that basis.” 

In her case, the local repuf- 
ation of their builder meant that 
his guarantee was worth the > • 
paper it was written on. Eveiy- * 
one has their own. way of re-’ 
during the chances of a final - 
showdown. One London 
couple frequently use their sec- 
ond home as a carrot “A week’s 
holiday in the, Lake District if 
the job is done entirely to our 
satisfection.TvA) if you do some 
repair work while you are 
there.” It works wonders. 


House-hunting for couch potatoes, or how to 


From Acton to Ashby-de~Ja- 
Zouch, and from Anguilla to 
Zimbabwe, sellers and buyers 
are successfully marketing 
their homes in cyberspace. 
For buyers, it means seeing 
the place without having to 
go there. For sellers, it 
means displaying a home 
without having to show 
people round. Robert Lehman 
goes online to observe 
property being conveyed in 
bits and bytes. 


Ian Jones, a British expat based in 
Belgium, knows a good thing when 
he sees it: summer in Britain. He also 
knows a bad one: winter in Britain. 
Attending to winter first, Mr Jones 
turned ou his computer in his Brus- 
sels office and. in deference to his 
wife's native country, explored Por- 
tugal. 

“My wife and I have a grand plan, 
which is to spend the dreaded win- 
ters in the Algarve and to enjoy our 
summers in England,” says Mr Jones, 
who is closer to the end than to the 
beginning of his working life, “That 
scheme is for retirement, which is still 
some years away, and I also warn a 
refuge now.” 

lb be appealing, a property would 
have to keep up with the Joneses' con- 
flicting interests. “I play golf; my wife 
doesn’t. With a country club, I could 
play golf and she could lie by the pool 
or play tennis. We also wanted a place 
where we could walk to buy a loaf of 
bread, or to the beach.” 

The Internet was a logical start- 
ing-point, especially for a costly and 


time-consuming cross-border prop- 
erty excursion. Mr Jones started 
with two search engines and applied 
a simple, basic research method 
available to beginners and experts 
alike: “2 used Yahoo and Alta Vista, 
keyed in the word ‘property', and 
quickly found Portuguese weather 
and maps and properties. I found a 
website for the Alto Golf and Coun- 
try Cub and some other places, and 
•many of them contained pictures of 
the various homes and grounds. I was 
gobsmacked tty all the things the In- 
ternet gave me ” 

Although he accessed these web- 
sites during his lunch breaks, Mr 
Jones was able to share the visual de- 
lights: “1 downloaded the pictures and 
brought them home for my wife to 
see. I was able to show her what the 
apartments looked like.” 

Before spending a single centavo 
on petrol, the Joneses had already 
made considerable progress. “We 
would have bought anyway, but the 
Internet gave us a good advance feel- 
ing and gave us the spur to go down 
there,” he says. And Alto has seat 
them maps to help them find their 
way. 

The Internet also helped them 
eliminate unappealing properties in 
advance. “We went from door to 
door, looking at all sorts of proper- 
ties. Some of the developments I 
viewed on the Internet I disliked. That 
was the end of that — no driving 
around no wasted time looking.” 

They chose a two-bedroom free- 
hold house at the Alto country dub, 
and as soon as they returned to Brus- 
sels, an exchange of e-mails between 
the Joneses and Alto started the ball 
Foiling. Conveyancing turned out to 
be “easier than buying a house in 
England”, says Mr Jones. 


Obviously proud of every inch of 
its golf course, Alto, which is owned 
by the British construction firm John 
Mowiem, left do hole unturned in its 
virtual marketing programme. “Our 
web pages contain pictures of the re- 
sort, floor plans of villas and apart- 
ments and even a diagram and 
description of each hole on the golf 
course,” explains the managing di- 
rector, Michael Foundly. The website 
contains an e-mail link so that virtu- 
al visitors can request more inform- 
ation to be sent to them by ordinary 
post 

Although he has successfully 
bought a property, Mr Jones is main- 
taining his Internet skJDs: “I may want 
to let the Portuguese property, and 
I can do that through the Internet 
too.” Although in no hurry to buy a 
UK property, he is casually trawling 
property websites for their summer 
dream house in the south of England. 

When he conducts his UK search 
in earnest, Mr Jones will find an abun- 
dance of relevant websites. British 
banks, building societies, estate agen- 
cies and other property-related or- 
ganisations are weU represented on 
tiie World Wide Web. As is common 
on the Internet generally, many web- 
sites are rater-linked. This is especially 
important for Internet newcomers, 
who can find many relevant websites 
from a single fertile source. 

One such site is Home to Home, 
which enables its viewers to receive 
a mortgage quote, order home in- 
surance, get the gas boiler serviced, 
and choose among thousands of 
homes in ail areas and in all price 
ranges. 

Home-to-Home’s Best Buy Mort- 
gage website was prepared by John 
CbarcoL the UK’s largest mortgage 
brokers. Under “mortgage services". 


the Home to Home site lists more 
than two dozen other websites, from 
Abbey National to the Woolwich. 
Each of these can be accessed by a 
simple single dick on the mouse. 

Ho me -to- Home also contains “a 
weekly mortgage best-buy page, 
property comment and analysis con- 
taining area’ profiles and information 
about schools, communications and 
local lax hands”. Founded by two for- 
mer Fleet Street journalists, Alan 
Frame and Neil Mackwood, Home 
to Home describes itself as an In- 
ternet magazine, and lives up to its 
name with plenty of timely and in- 
formative features and news articles. 

One notable omission on Horee- 
to-Home is Barclays Bank, whose 
website features Gall Me, a device 
which enables the viewer to request a 
telephone call from a live Barclays rep- 
resentative, who phones you immedi- 
ately or five minutes Later. Look no 
further to discover why property trans- 
actions in cyberspace are booming. 

Contacts 

Alto Golf and Country Club, 2nd 
floor, Europe House, Bancroft Road, 
Reigate, Surrey RH2 7RP (01737 
222022) (in Portugal, 00 351 82 
410820; fax: 00 351 82 410830); web- 
site: http://www.altaclub.com 
Barclays Bank: http://www.bar- 
clays£o.uk 

Home-to-Home, Positive Publish- 
ing, 88 Kimgway, London WC2B 
6AA; 0171 242 403 3; 

http://wwwMome-to-hoioe.co.uk 

Other property websites 

http://Svww.houseweb.co.ufc 

httpV/www.homehunter.co.uk 

http-JAvww.property-sighLco.uk 

http://www.uk-property.com/uk 

httpVAvww.propertyworld.co.uk 
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The day I sold a haunted house ... 


Estate agents are no 
longer allowed to write 
misleading details about 
a property, but boy, can 
they tell a good yarn 
about the strange sales 
they have been involved 
in. In every office, in 
every high street, the 
‘nightmare sale' has been 
immortalised for those 
who care to hear it. 

Fiona Brandhorst listens in 
on some agents' stories. 


Gaudy interiors, divorcing ven- 
dors, ghostly goings on -all the 
gory details can be recalled im- 
mediately, from the number of 
the bouse, to what the vendor 
bad for breakfast on completion 
day. So, if you’re sitting com- 
fortabfy.I’il begin. 

£oqlcs can be deceptive, but 
when Matt, an estaie agent who 
does; not want to give his full 
name,' entered the porch of a 
house he had been asked to val- 
ine and saw. 12 bottles, of rancid 
tnffit, long abandoned by the 
miftmatv, he had a whiff of what 
was to come. It wasn’t just the 
- smell that bit him as the door 
was. opened. The hallway was 
practically ankle deep in cigar- 
ette 1 butts; food covered with 
various stages of fungal growth 
lay strewn over the floor. 

Tve got the constitution of 


an ox,” says Matt, “but I 
retched.” Upstairs, the toilet 
pan was broken and the own- 
er had “peed in a series of 
buckets” in the bath. Estate 
: agents are not known for their 
sense of humour, but Matt had 
to develop one, fast “I found 
myself saying things like 'have 
you decorated lately?' as the 
vendor was obviously taking 
my visit seriously. When I fi- 
nally left the house I bad to bin 
my shoes; the leather soles 
would never have recovered.” 

The nightmare didn't end 
there. Shortly after Matt was in- 
structed to sell the property, the 
owner was found dead of hypo- 
thermia inside. It took 18 
months to sort out bis estate, 
during which time the house 
was vandalised. “At least the 
council came in and fumigated 
it,” says Matt, who eventually 
sold the house to a builder and 
got his commission - and pre- 
sumably a new pair of loafers. 

Loathe them or like them, es- 
tate agents are said by some to 
be a breed of their own. But 
there's nothing like the enthu- 
siasm of a young man with a 
mission to get things moving. 
Stephen Smith, from BusheUs in 
south London, places his trau- 
matic tale back in the early 
Eighties when he was a rookie 
estate agent, understandably 
eager to please and keen to sefl. 
When the buyer pulled out of 
buying a studio flat Mr Smith 
was selling for an elderly lady. 


he was a desperate man. 

“I wasn't the only one,” re- 
members Mr Smith. “The ven- 
dor was in tears in the office. She 
was about to lose a cottage 
next to her sister on the coast. 
1 had to do something.” His boss 
suggested he should approach 
the rest of the chain to see what 
everyone’s position was. Thirty- 
six properties and two days 
later, Mr Smith reached the top 
of the chain. 

Number 36 was a man sell- 
ing a house for £320,000 (equiv- 
alent to around £lm today). 
With only a little persuasion he 
agreed to buy the studio. With- 
in 48 hours the paperwork had 
been completed and a long line 
of people had smiles on their 
faces. But not as big as Mr 
Smith's. Four weeks later he 
resold the studio for more than 
£2,000 above its original price, 
scooping up two lots of 
commission and, no doubt, a 
promotion. 

We are rarely grateful to es- 
tate agents for any effort re- 
quired to sell our properly. So 
when Jack Cooper, who runs his 
own agency in Hillingdon, Mid- 
dlesex, received a letter from the 
vendor thanking him for his 
“effort thoughtfulness and 
care” he felt vindicated for the 
unusual approach he had adopt- 
ed to sell a three -bedroom 
house. 

“Its major problem was its lo- 
cation. It was rather grand mock 

■ Tudor semi, smack bang in the 


middle of a council estate, and 
was priced down accordingly. It 
produced so much interest there 
were traffic jams in the street as 
people drove past to have a 
look.” The owner couldn't cope 
with so many disillusioned view- 
ers, so she turned to Mr Coop- 
er for his “individual service". 

He arranged for several fam- 
ilies to visit in groups, while the 
vendor gathered her children to- 
gether and went for a long 
walk. “It was less stressful for 
her, and saved me lime. I 
wouldn't have been able to run 
my business if I'd shown that 
many people around at differ- 
ent limes.” Jt took a couple of 
months, but the house was even- 
tually sold. So who was brave 
enough to sign the contract? “It 
was someone who already lived 
in quite a rough area, so to him 
it was an improvement.” 

And then there's Charles 
and Tim, two agents who also 
prefer to remain nameless. They 
were called to value the house 
of a pensioner who had died. 
“When we got there, various 
members of the family were 
walking around inside picking 
up ornaments and looking in 
drawers. We went upstairs to the 
bedroom to find the bedcovers 
pulled back to reveal the imprint 
of a recently removed body. Ap- 
parently, the old lady had died 
that morning.” While they were 
standing there in disbelief, the 
portable TV came on behind 
them. “You’ve never seen two 


* grown men leave a house so 
fast,” said Charles. 

Spine chillers aside, could es- 
tate agents refuse to take on an 
instruction, and would they 
have to be careful of giving the 
vendor the reasons why? 

Hugh Dunsmore-Hardy, a 
former estate agent who is now 
chief executive of the National 
Association of Estate Agents, 
believes it would be “rare and 
uncommon” for a property to be 
turned down, unless the ageut 
felt it could be better dealt 
with by a specialist for that 
particular type of property, or 
if he didn't have the right client 
base. 

“Honesty is the best policy." 
he says. “Good agents are well 
versed in tactfully declining in- 
structions where appropriate”, 
especially when dealing with 
“overpriced properties and in- 
transigent owners”. 

One estate agent in Essex al- 
most refused to take on a prop- 
erty, because the vendor wanted 
to sell it for £65,000 more than 
she thought it was worth. (Prop- 
erties on the same estate had re- 
cently sold at the lower price of 
£290,000.) However, with her 
commission in mind, the agent 
decided to take the chance. 
Within three days she had four 
offers for the asking price of 
£355,000. “1 was amazed - there 
was no reason for it - but you 
can never account for sudden 
demand." 

Peter Blades, from Barring- 


tons, in south Buckinghamshire, 
is on the point of revising his 
nightmare tale. Fbr the fifth time 
in a year, he’s selling the same 
property. ‘It’s a lovely house in 
a good spot, and each time I’ve 
had it tinder offer in 48 hours, 
for more than the previous ask- 
ing price. 

‘Unfortunately, the vendor 
keeps losing the properly he 
wants to buy, so be keeps with- 
drawing. Typically, the only time 
he’s found a house he can move 
into straightaway, it's taken six 
weeks to get his property under 
offer." 

If you still can't muster up 
any sympathy for estaie agents, 
spare a thought for Jan, another 
anonymous negotiator. She was 
late for an appointment to 
meet vendors at their vacant 
property. She found herself 
stuck behind a small red car go- 
ing at “around three miles an 
hour". She flashed her lights, 
put her hand on the horn and 
eventually overtook tri- 
umphantly, “giving them the V- 
sign". 

She was relieved to find the 
vendors hadn’t yet arrived when 
she pulled up outside their 
house. And yes, five minutes lat- 
er the little red car stopped be- 
hind hers. 

BusheUs (0181-299 1 722); Coop- 
ers ( 01895 230103); Barringtons 
(01753 892100); National Asso- 
ciation of Estate Agents (01926 
496800). 



PENNY 

JACKSON 

Hopes of 
rental 
regulation 
are dashed 


Any hopes that the rental sector will 
be regulated before long were dashed 
this week when Nick Raynsford, the 
housing minister, rejected proposals 
from the industry that it should be . 
controlled. 

In a letter to Philip Cook, chairman 
of the Association of Residential 
Letting Agents, ARLA, he said that 
the compulsory registration of 
property would be a huge burden on 
local authorities, although the 
Government would stick to its 
commitment to register houses with 
multiple occupation. 

This is a blow for ARIA and the 
professional bodies such as the RICS 
who want to set up their own 
regulatory body. Of course they could 
be accused of trying to create a 
professional cartel, and certainly the 
last government took the line that it 
would cut competition. 

Anyone loo king for security can of 
course always find an agent who 
subscribes to a code of professional 
conduct. But codes have no teeth, and 
while good landlords can pick and 
choose, anyone who has ever tried to 
find somewhere to rent, in London at 
least, knows that you get so desperate 
for attention and service you will end 
up going anywhere if there's the 
prospect of a home at the end of it 

And it does seem extraordinary that 
we should have such a cavalier 
attitude towards the legal and 
financial responsibilities of a letting 
agent - far more onerous than those 
of selling agents. At least, though, Mr 
Raynsford will be looking at bow the 
millions of pounds of tenants’ money 
can be better protected He told Mr 
Cook that the Government would 
consider controls over tenants’ 
deposits and clients’ funds. 

The shortage of family homes in 
Wandsworth, south-west London, is to 
be boosted by the building of two 
Edwardian-style houses in Lyford 
Road. They have lOft-high ceilings in 
the main reception rooms and a 
conservatory-style family room leads 
on to a terrace and landscaped garden 
of about 135ft, Michael Comyn, of 
John D. Wood, the selling agents, says 
that this is the first time large houses 
in keeping with their opulent 
forebears have been built near 
Wandsworth Common. The 
developers of Lyford Villas are 
Thirlstone Homes, and the guide price 
for both will be- £950,000. 

For anyone who would rather not set 
foot in an estate agency and is not on 
too tight a budget, they can employ 
Horaesearch London via the Internet 
to do their walking for them. The 
company offers a service in finding 
and negotiating prime residential 
property for individuals or companies 
in central London on http://www.- 
homesearch.co.uk or 0171 838 1066. 


It’s good to talk - especially when choosing a solicitor 


Although clients technically 
instruct solicitors, the imbalance 
in kmswfecfge means that 
sofidtors invariably lead, and 
clients meekly -follow. It needn't 
be fiketha*. Finding the right 
sofidttr,like finding the right 
property, often takes considerable 
time and energy. But; as Robert 
Liebmah fhfdsi this is time and 
energy Usually well spent 

A London "homeowner tried to buy a 
small plot of land at the hack of his gar- 
den and ended up with a steep solicitor’s 
bill, no addition to his garden, and plenty 
of questions about die legal profession. 

owned a three-story Edwar- 
dian terraced house in Fulham which 
backed onto it'deielict alley that ran the 
length of the terrace. All of the gardens 
were , and when Laurence was of- 

fered die chance 'to purchase his section 
of alleyway, he eagerly grasped the op- 


portunity to increase his garden by almost 
a Half . , 

Letters piled up, and his solicitors 
fees mounted accordingly, until the solic- 
itor noted a restrictive covenant allowing 
the seller emergency access through Lau- 
rence’s property. Laurence wanted no 
part of ft and he withdrew, settling his so- 
licitor's bill, which had run to several hun- 
dred pounds. His one regret was that the 
offending covenant hadn’t come to his at- 
tention closer to the start of proceedings. 

Laurence’s friend Richard had ob- 
served these goings-on, and when he came 
to buy his own properly, he instructed his 
solicitors to alert to sooner rather ton 
later to tricky covenants- He needn t have 

^H&Sfcftoishad other surprises^ theft- 
sleeves, some involving defects of charac- 
ter, others involving difficulties with basic 

““{Shard phoned his solicitor for a 
progress report on a Friday and vras told 
thathis solicitor was m a meeting. Hu caU 
was not returned, so be phoned on the 
Monday, only for the receptionist to teD him 


that his solicitor had gone on a two-week 
holiday abroad. When he then asked her 
who in the firm was currently handling his 
file and what progress had been made over 
the past few weeks, she replied “no one” 
and “none". 

Delay was not in Richard's interest. He 
had found a superb property, and he did 
oot want the seller to be tempted to en- 
tertain thoughts of other buyers. The news 
tha t his file had sat unattended for sever- 
al weeks had fairly devastated him, and the 
emotional damage could not be undone 
when, a few days later, he learned that in 
fret bis file had been handled all along by 
his solicitor's clerk. 

Richard insisted that the file now be han- 
dled by the other solicitor in the practice 
who, as completion neared, told him to 
write a cheque in an amount that would 
have meant an underpayment of £1,000. 
Fortunately, she caught her own error in 
time. 

Yes, soHdUas are entitled to hoEdays, and 
mistakes occur in all professions. But these 
two firms of sohritors alone cornered a pret- 
ty good tnad£dmmalfeasance,ntmfe®ance. 


misfeasance and various other feasances. 

Regarding runaway legal fees, whether 
for a postage-stamp plot of land or a vast 
estate, “responsible solicitors always bear 
in mind the kind of case they are dealing 
with and maintain a sense of proportion. 
The solicitor should inform clients if costs 
start to rise disproportionately ” says Tony 
Miles, a solicitor in the Northampton of- 
fices of Howes PerovaL “With an inex- 
pensive plot, the solicitor could have 
dispensed with formal contracts and asked 
for a copy of title straightaway.” 

As for vacationing solicitors, “it's not 
likely that many diems will ask their solicitor 
when he is likely to go on holiday, and so- 
licitors may not be able to inform all of their 
clients. On the other hand, solicitors 
should notify those clients who might be 
affected by the absence " says Mr Miles. 

“If you are deeply unhappy with a so- 
licitor, disinstruct him. It happens, unfor- 
tunately.” It can complicate matters, and 
you shouldn’t do it if it harms more than 
helps your cause, but you can do it. 
Richard had come to regard his own so- 
licitors as adversaries and had' seriously 


thought of changing midstream. The mer- 
est possibility of still further delay, however, 
kept him where he was. 

Far better than disms tructing a solid- 
tor is finding a good one from the outset, 
and Mr Miles believes that there is no sub- 
stitute for meeting with and getting a good 
feel for your prospective solicitor. The good 
news is that you can, in effect, audition sev- 
eral solicitors without having to reach 
into your wallet: “Many solicitors charge 
little or nothing for a short first interview.” 

So says a 14-page Law Society brochure, 

“Wbridng With Your Solicitor," which is as 
good a starting point as any. In addition to 
information about fees and other bask in- 
formation, it discusses and asserts the of- 
ten overlooked feet that all firms must have 
-and promulgate - a complaints procedure: 
“The letter your solicitor sentyou after your 
first meeting should give the name of the 
person at the firm who handles com- 
plaints.” 

Howes Ferdval provides all of its con- 
veyancing clients with their own guide, 
“What Happens Next," which clearly, con- 
cisely and simply details the procedures on 


a step-by-step basis. “This came about as 
a result of the quality questionnaire which 
we also send out to aD of our clients,” says 
Mr Miles. “One of our clients filled in the 
questionnaire and indicated that what he 
referred to as an ‘idiot's guide' would be 
helpfuL So we prepared one." 

In Mr Miles’ opinion, clients help them- 
selves by being assertive and communica- 
tive. “Tell yoursob'eitor your requirements, 
hopes and intentions for the property. He 
will then be able to respond. If a client has 
a complaint or problem and doesft tell you, 
it festers. The earlier it can be raised, the 
sooner and better it can be resolved. And 
despite their aura of being highly trained 
professionals, solicitors can and should be 
challenged." 

A solicitor you can challenge js gfo 
ty to be one you can fiity communicate with; 
finding one should be a priority. 

Howes Percwal Oxford House, ClifiomWe, 
Northampton NN1 5PN, 01604 230400 
(also in Milton Keynes and Norwich); Law 
Society, 113 Chancery Lane, London WC24 
1SX, 0171 242 1222 
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Animal instincts in home-making 


AT HOME: 
WITH A PET 


When it comes to 
deciding which house to 
buy, it seems the dog has 
as much of a say as the 
family. One house-builder 
claims that three out of 
four people questioned 
admit they consider their 
pets when viewing a new 
home. They just won't 
budge without the budgie, 
or say ‘auf weidersehen’ 
without the pet. 

Rosalind Russell sniffs around 
the issue. 


Despite all the fuss about 
“green" awareness, hardly any- 
body bothers to ask questions 
about environmentally friendly 
issues when visiting sales offices. 
What they want to find out is: 
will the cat (ike it? 

When Crosby Homes was 
building Symphony Court in the 
centre of Birmingham, a canal- 
side development with elec- 
tronically controlled gates, 
private parking, high-quality 
kitchens and bathrooms and 
plush fittings, at least one buyer 
demanded more. A cat flap was 
needed to allow access to a 
patio balcony. 

The problem for Crosby's 
engineers was the French doors 
leading to the patio: they are 
double-glazed, and it's too 
tricky to incorporate a cat flap. 
Cutting a space in the wood- 
work would have made it too 
low - the cat would have bad 
to learn to limbo-dance. In the 
end, a core drill was used to fit 
a tunnel through the 18-in cav- 
ity wall and a cat flap was fit- 
ted at each end. They called it 
“Le Cat Tunnel". 

Animal passions can run 
riot in interior design, too. 



Animal magic 
Purves and Purves* 
Skip doggy rug, in 
hand-tufted wool, 
is at the 

sophisticated end 
of the market at 
£440 


from zebra, cowhide or leopard 
print cushions, £18 each from 
Debenhams to the more cot- 
tagey Kitty Cats rug from the 
mail order firm Orvis. The cir- 
cular, 36-in-diameter rug, show- 
ing a budgie's eye view of six 
cats sharing a bowl of milk, costs 
£65. 

More sophisticated - and 


more expensive - is the Skip 
hand-tufted wool rug, at £460. 
It shows six abstract dogs on 
crochet-hook legs perambulat- 
ing around a 6CKn diameter, and 
comes from the design store 
Purves and Purves, which also 
sells cow-shaped salt and pep- 
per shakers that moo when 
shaken, price £15 each. 


Confused? Lie down and 
rest your feet on Shaun the 
Sheep, a 28-in woolly cushion 
with a pop-eyed stare, sooty 
black face and black legs, £25 
from Boots. And should the dog 
have bis own music collection. 
The Holding Company sells CD 
holders shaped like Bonios, at 
£5.95 each. 


David and Kate Hicks 
Beach were on the point of buy- 
ing a CD mail-order business 
when someone else moved in 
and grabbed it first “ft did sow 
the seeds of the idea of running 
a mail-order firm," says David, 
who had previously worked in 
farming. 

When newly married, he 


and Kate, a classical singer, 
were keen to find a business 
they could run together from 
home. Hence, the Bones Dog 
& Catalogue was born, run 
from the couple's converted 
sawmill near CSrencester, in the 
Cotswolds. 

Three years down the line, 
they find they have a steady 
market for cat- and dog-relat- 
ed accessories, from denim 
dog beds to bone-shaped silver 
c ufflinks (£34, for dog’s best 
friend). One of their best sell- 
ers is a Forbes copper collar 
(£1 L75% said to relieve the pain 
of arthritis for elderly dogs 
and horses. The black Labrador 
Caspar, seen modelling the 
collar in the catalogue, be- 
longs to the novelist Joanna' 
Trollope who was, until re- 
cently, a next-door neighbour. 

One of the other models. 
Mustard the Jack Russell - 
seen testing a terrier tunnel in 
the catalogue - is, sadly, no 
longer with us. He was run over 
while out courting. The terrier 
tunnel, however, at £34.50, has 
been a huge success. Likewise 
the crinkle play bag for cats, 
price £10.99. 

David and Kate are prepar- 
ing a summer brochure. Now 
they have a 15-month daughter, 
Lucy, life couldn't be better. “I 
really appreciate my child," 
says David “Wes have friends 
who don't see their children all 
week while they're out at work. 
They may make a lot more 
money than me, but we have a 
wonderful quality of life.” 


Contacts : Debenhams (0171- 
408 4444 ); Orvis (01264 
349500); Purves and Purves 
(0171-580 8223); Boots ( 0115 
950 6111) ; The Molding Com- 
pany ( 0171-352 1600); Bones 
Dog & Catalogue (01285 
750007). 


THREE TO VIEW: IN THE 
COTSWOLDS 



inglenook fireplaces. There are three rooms in the aradand 
tvro above the utility rqom. There’s also a small cottage with 
planning permission for restoration and ettenaon. Agents 
Knight Frank are asking £385,000 (01789 297735). 

i 3EE 



A 16th century former pub- turned-restaurant. The Angel, 
is a landmark id Burford a magnet for tourists. Dating from 
around 1548, it's buhl of stone, with slate roof and sash win- 
dows. Grade II listed with open stone fireplaces, flagstone 
floors and beamed ceilings, it has the vital extra anyone needs 
in this busy town — two p&king spaces. It’s thought it would 
convert into a substantial five-bedroom house. Agents FPD 
.Ravil Is are asking £350,000 to £400,000 (01865 726 6000). 



Croft Villa is a late Georgian Cotswold stone house in the 
heart of Broadway, which is lined with similarly attractive pe- 
riod houses. The house is currently divided into two apart- 
ments but would convert back into a three reception, 
five-bedroom home. It has a double garage, pretty gardens 
and access to the High Street. Knight Frank is asking for of- 
fers around £325,000 (01789 297735). : 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


PROPERTY: RESIDENTIAL 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


To Let 


To Let 


in 


SOHO ESTATES 


HiCiKJS 


APARTMENTS TO LET - F URNISHED OR UNTO 

HEART OF WEST ENDS THEATRE LAND 


ED IN THE 


Coventry House, o 6 Coventry Street W7 


2 bed apartment in luxury newly refurbished development with lift 
service, Central West End location. £550 per week. 


3-4 Archer Street 


2 bed luxury flats, newly refurbished, ranging from £425-£475 per week, 
Prime Location. 


49 Frith Street 


3 bed apartment with en suite bathroom, £550 per week. 

For viewing and further information call 
Soho Estates: Paul Whalan on 0171 292 8003 
Anita Doogal on 0171 292 8005 


Daniel Watney 


Chartered surveyors 

SWiO. Selection of l and 2 bed flats, spacious lounge, fit kit, use of gdn l 
balcony. Fr £185pw-£320pw 

Barbican EC2. Larger type studio with balcony. Heating inc. £2I0pw 


Little Britain EC4. Brand new 1 bed in prestigious development. 


unfurnished. tittpw 

Saffron Hill. ECl. Loft style 800sq. ft. flat, kit and bath, stripped floors. 

£3251* 


Herbal HilL, ECl, Two bed, two bath apart in modern complex with gym, 

"tSOpw 


swimming pool. £350pv 

Barbican EC2. 2 bed flat lounge, kitchen, study, balcony. £375p» 

Compton Road, Nl. Excellent 2 bed gdn flat, super kit and bath, quarry 
riled floors, use of garden. £i9Spy> 

Herbal Hill, ECl. Super 2 bed, 2 bath Oat, large lounge, fit kitchen. £4O0pw 
Great Sutton Street, ECl. Newly refurbished 3 bed/2 bed maisonette, 
modern furnishings. £430pv 

Lauderdale Tower, Barbican. S parsley furnished 3/4 bed flat on 9th floor. 
Lounge with dining area, fitted kitchen, 2 baths, fully furnished. £450pw 

0171 253 4414 

The Charterhouse, Charterhouse Square London EC1M 6AP 

E MAIL dnUnMi^ItawUiMt 


Auctions 


MAJOR REGIONAL 
PROPERTY AUCTION 


Tbe Post House Hotel Hunbrook Bristol - 
25th February 1998 

Mainly By Order of tbe Mortgagees - 17 Lots 
Devon, Swansea. Bridgend, Cornwall, 

Neath and Port Talbot. Cornwall, Bath, Powys 
Newport. Carmarthenshire, Caerphilly and Bristol City. 



Per a laud fat pNa irwy invoKra a I 
tor further 1 

FOR CATALOGUE ENQUIRIES PLEASE 
TELEPHONE 0839 772205 




V.cncrid Uciilcrrf 
11 - J‘n»(KTl> Nervid-s 
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Cotswolds 



COTSWOLDS 

Period Couwotd 


coasetwiaa tret oa omstobra of 
htotnric Tetany. Original 
Gaums, time bedro o ms, 
ami hearing nd Rayburn, 
ornate him Erophcc*, fUgnm 
noon. Gori-nad garden with 
wwibnto aspen, and 

Near ratHialf 
Pariong 


£135,000 


ptwne ctemng* or wcekewte 

01666 503462 


HAMPSTEAD NWS: Panoramic 
riew*. a bad flat, Mudy, Wi/dhi, 
styUati new rehab. Shared gar- 
dan. 0171 431 2637. E388pw no 


SPACE TO RENT ECl: Ona or two 
bedroom 780*0- ft tofts In 
Poutdry Court a tomw Industrial 
buHdtnn m ECl. From C300 par 
week, urban epeem 0171 2Si 

4000. 

BIG 2 BED surety flat Highbury 
Point £27Spw. S. Checktand 
0171 B34 1683 or 0385 738 714, 


Flatshare 


WANTED FEMALE tor Lge Wroom. 
In abarad W. Hampstead Ftat 
eZTOpcm ex. trite. 0171 33121S1 


Devon 


South Devon 

A fine ISA c. fete 

cotta#! bsaaoTatif iwwrcd with 


providing 
tec JAJ 

W bedroom*. 3 
bathrooms. prmne wiAcd 
aMmjanS. parting and gsra*. 

maud is a inoqw d e ve km m us 

wirim 23 acre* of wperMy 

remand prtwte (urtiaad with 

listen and Teeple Garda*. 


and . 


: .1 mOa. gpiT c 


10 man.! 

Vsn6Ie. 

ftice EU&m 

VB*8t Ail Cornu? Property 
01392 - 499699 


East Anglia 


FREE -Abbotte 40 page hri colour 
HotnaftmW Brochure. TOO 1 a of 


jKbparfto* T/out Norfolk A s«f- 


023,000 IQ £500,000. ToL 


COUNTRY HOUSES A Cottages In 
Suffolk & Essex. Peter Andrew* 
01448 740000 


Hampstead & EEgfagate 1 


HAMPSTEAD NW& Surety 2 bed- 
roomed (tat 1 min from heath. 
And) to rent 3D Jan - 30 Apr 98 
QMI0WW: 01 71 435 3428 


TbLet 


LANDLORDS 

SPECIAL 

RATES 


REGENT LETTING LTD 
el: 0171 916 0313 Fax: 0171 916 1607 

STUDIO FLAT N7 tlWpw 

Lama roots otth own Idtctei and own bailutua 

MAEOAVALEWB rtSOpw 

Ona bedroom flat, folly fitted kitetwo with washing Machine, dose to transport 
and amanitif*. HraHaWr non 

HIGHGATF, N4 £170pw 

Onefaedrrom fet ro good toraJw afl madam conveniences soiled to 
prafe aa dwiaL dose to transport. available nwr 

HOLLOWAX, N7 OSOpw 

Two bedroom flat, large lounge, Mly fitted kitchen with washing machine plus 
garden, aroflobk now 

BRENT CROSS. NWU . . BSOpw 

Th roa M nun n flat, 2 do uble. Irinas, large tamige.faHy feted kfcfasn. dose to 
am an i t i w and transport 

COODGEST, Wl SHOpw 

atm bedroom flat in central area, faQr feted kitchen wiUi vrasiung 


8% 


No Fee to 
Tenants 

84 B Camden Rd 
London NWt 9EA 



London Property 


ZONE ALASKA 


TOWER BRIDGE QUARTER 
LONDON SE1 


ENORMOUS! 

HIGH SPEC - FULLY FITTED 

LOFT APARTMENTS 

1,200 to 2,200 sq. feet 
£115,000 - £225,000 


TELEPHONE ALAN SELBY & PARTNERS: 

0171 613 3055 



TELEPHONE: 0171 813 0022 

140 Gtoweater Avenoe • Primrose Hfll • imaleo NWi 8tA 
“ : 0171 813 0023 



mn. Aa 


all <lu»<r 

nmnii dm at yUTOa K b nrnav 

ojeorr Iter bouse m»uwte|MI 
barmr* UKludilqi ILRptects. fcvjod 
A»PP <d Uoro, liuAteE thaBttm. Jtiptr 

ial ASUki. Ikwing ud Hum. t 
ounrail amlm x*l td mtt psten*. 
*3W» 


BUL on. An aidUnmalF 
mfarrtwd rmwjri dm wn pa 
tedium, rtra huttnuB) am tew: 
foKWlOR drniy wnl Duuc. a Moritna 
Clwnr mad lOKte aaJ IT atarwd 
eettal hfU Otter boiefif ladwir 
hiDv UKmwl mild teedi Muten. 
vaati na bcasahilcuar and pridn*. 

a JftceMd 


UmE VENICE: 3 Bad. 3 bam gar* 
dan a at Around ntoouj ft wttft 
prtaata entrance. Direct access 
from loungo to hd$o to oomtnu- 
nai gardarw - rapMedty tfta bsat 
In London. C410.000. 0171 280 
0102 

CRAWFORD ST (Off Bator StJ Wl: 
3 badspLtm Wt- imsroal atewtng 
roeomma n dad.0171 *669011 
St Johns Wood NWS: 2 Bad Apt 
sacri, ecndWcn. toisnal vtewtog 
faconw mndM d.0171 *889011 


BjOHAC. ST. COVENT GARDEN 
WC3fc Supsftor 1st Boor 1 bsd- 
rootn Oat In aiosib location don 
to Pfausza and Underground sta- 
don. Spachuisly ptonnsd- Ready 
(or Immadlda occupsHon- 

nori.aoc uh, coppino Joyce 
oi7i noass 


SPACE 70 BUY ECl: 1300*4- ft. 
ahtfl spec* on M floor xt tanner 
office bunding In Great Sutton 
Street LmaohoM 5220000- 
urban apsess 0171 bi 4000. 


urtjan spaces 

70 dart te m wU l road 
JondonetfmSqs 
Ml 0171 SSi 4000 
tm 0171 251 6682 


urban spaces 

shell lilted raw 
and work 
space to buy 
or rent in the 
City fringes 

0171 251 4000 


m 

W4. Unusual fth In converted 

church -SI 40.000 

,W4- Two hedt o O M garden 

ftn 5165.000 

W*. Modern mews house.' 
office 5295.000 

W4. St Albans Avenue. 3 bed 

Vtaortm bou>*: . . JU7OXW0 
W4, Wilton Avenue, kune 3 
bed vx-wrtan house 5324,950 
W4. Itorstfle 4 hed kws 

house £375,000 

W4. Bedford Par*, detached 
Gnde II listed 3 bod 

cretijoe £500,000 

Wt. rnagmficoB penod roudence 
over tour fVaoc. . . . £625,000 


Tel: 0181 ~ i~ 8800 


FVance 


TUCHAN COH8IEHES: VBteflC 

houao, fumtehm ponrtoct 

don. Vlaw flrom 

Chateau tfAIgWl* 2 

Brim, Mng room/kltchen 2 bsSv 

rooftw. awca. PHes CaTOJMOW: 

0171 281 2221 

ALL PRANCE toe. Parts 1000s of 
popartlea. For dotaBs can 
RtaWortB 0171 386724a 
KAJAC Areyron. Caidatttbia, Mfl 

oppotoud iwuaa to beautNul vte 

toga- 3-* badreoms, 2 bsttv- 


tlGOC3O0pro 01 18 0*7 0747. 
NICE: Small, madam, Oth float 

South teeteci flat «hi bricam and 

»ara^. 5 mins from son. CJ3.000. 

01527833945. 


Internet 


Web Site: www.findapropefty^ 


Camerons Residential's marketing strategy 
produces in excess of one hundred new 
applicants on a weekly basis. Some of the 
services we offer are: 


National Advertising 
High and Low Key marketing 
Full Colour Details 
Five Local Offices 


Tel: 0181-940 67B9 Fax: 0181-940 9045 


to-.Tra.ig.7arj- ~ ! L. s^^-sh=sss=ssrrv~a— r-srsa 

HaaqOaOii*^ 

Homes On-Line 

Thousands of properties 
for sale Throughout lhe 

U.K. With fufidataTs and 
cotour photographs 

H.TT? :!vKh tiGr.>;.o«Wir r.« 

| ‘ Italy | 


CASATRAVEUA 

Rustic properties in 
Liguria from £14,000.00. 
Villa 16kms from sea 
£91,000.00. Lake Como 
village boose £38,000.00. 
Lake Lugano 2 bed apt 
with lake view 
£65,000.00. 

Long and short term 
rental also available. 

For brochure 
phone: 01322 660988 
Face 687206 


Somerset 



rtAUfc We hare a larga aatodtan ol 
both teatored end unreatored 
property tor sate to Tuscany and 
Umbria. Ranging tram atmrt- 
rnwita a farntfrousos to vfltos a 
pelazroa. CaB S«N 0172S51 8858 

Dstaehsd Family House, 
Edge oT small seaside town 
ct Mine bead, 4 badroooui 
tone ea suite), bathroom, 
shower room, cloakroom, 

3 reception, large nUEty, 
spacious drive, integral 

garage, easily maintained 

garden, laid to lawn with 
stream, close to services, 
■cfanoia, 

£185,000 

Phone (01643) 708878 

www-Mmprapenynsijeoin 

( Spain 

JAVEA CHARACTER HOME , spa- 
ctoue beamed lounge,- 3 bed/2 
bath. 4 arched terrecas, parte, 
nap. (tixfia. CH. poof, maim gn- 
den.C20O.OOa U1905371494. 

COSTA BLANCA Naw freehold 
homes from £22,000. Oatour 
detaBs 01998 778191 (24 houre, 
7 days). 



Overseas Property | 


Portugal 



MOWLEM 


Exclusive golf 
and co untry club 
properties 


Algarve • Portugal 
Front ‘JSO.OOO 
to £50(1,000 
Viewing weekends . 
available 


Contact us now 
for a brochure 


Tel: 01737 242259 
Fax: 01747 226149 

ivau.aUoetuh.com 

nlto6altoclub.com 




4 ?■>- 


: / U ■ 1 V. 


Hill 


AUSARVE COME TO Ota indapm- 
riare axparta Hflh 15 years saBng 
ol prime proporitos In the Quinta 
do Lago, Vata tSa Laha. Atavjnctf. 
Carwoeko and Ugos sroas. tux- 
uty god 8 quany propwttw horn 


£iacumL Pttm PMfMrfy totams- 
78841 FOPOf 


tfooal 01628 778841 
MstrtMt 


3 AC 


Overseas Property 


sw*i‘ MBH-mK-NanaA. 

oBK-crpn-aBM-noiBe 


FREE MAGAZINES 


tetewl te te * 

r— 'Mte f i n te wi W 


ftr JWEH nfc MtWfc 9W 

arteltete . 

MtoERSTOtX P1BUMMB Ub 

“"■cssfissr^. . 


PflEJNCH PROPERTY HEWS 
montbly, lor your Trm copy tria- 
pftww (0181) 947 I8S4 or- 
hrtp: Wwww.t ranch-prop* rty- 1 


OftANAOA: Las ftouas '* 
w/treea Nr. Mountain^ 8s* 

£20,800 7W: 01 71 7354358 


BUYING ABROAD? 


I**- 


The Spring overseas. property exhibition: . 

The Cumberland Hotel 

Marble Arch, London Wl 


Friday 13th, Saturday 14th, Sunday 15th February 1998". 
Friday 1200 - 1800 S at f Sun 1030 - 1700 

Over 50 lop Ageots and Developers from Spain and Lhe . 
Balearic^, the Canaries, Gibraltar. Greece, Austria, Portngai, - , 
France. Italy, Cyprus, Malta, Florida aud tbe Caribbean 
will be displaying their properties. • 
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THE 


N T E R N AT I O N A L 
PROPERTY SHOW 


Tel: 01 71 735 8184 

FREE .Admission 


mm 



































